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Am Xsttrvlew with 0* D» Ward, Paula Vallay, Oklahoma.
By - Ifeupio* R. Amdersom, larestigator.

- "March 14, 19,38.

I was bora im 1868 Im Texas and cams to the Iadiaa

Territory im 1893 ̂ setfl lag oa a farm leased from Tip

Harria. Thia laad where I settled was located where part

of the towa of Sulphur is .mow. At that time there were

ao stores at- Sulphur but there waa one log house that

the cowboys used oftce im a while, for puttlag it Im culti-

vation X was give* a fire year le&se om that farm amd all

I raised om it. There was mo house om the place so I had

to lire im a teat until X built ft ome-room log house.

That part of the coumtry was nor© a cattle than a farming

•ouatry. There were ao roads amd what few farms there

were them were all fenced with rail femces. All 3 raised

1B the early days was cottom amd corm. There was »o gin

is that part of tht coumtry aad I had to haul my cottom

to Ardmore to. hare it giaaed. The mearest grist Mill rras

at Mill Creek om GoTeraor Harris' place. That was all I

ever know him by, people would refer to hia as "Governor .

Harris". The first cotton I raised I plamted by ha&d*

There were very, few cottom plamters im the coumtry at that
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tint* The Indians living around where I settled dldm't

do such farmiag; about all they planted was con.

At that titan court vat told at Ardmore amd we had

only Federal law thorn.

People settliag lm this couatry la the early days

didn't have to buy much; there was plenty of deer aad

turkey, aad ia the hills south of where I lived there

were plenty of wild horses aadsSogs and they beloaged

to anyone<who could catch them* land believe ae they

were hard to catch. Men would come la there amd build

double log peas with wings aad these wings would some-

times reach a quarter of a mile oa each side of the pea

and they would get»after a bunch of horses and run them

Into this pea, it was a hard days work for three or four

men to catch six or sevea horses a day. You could buy

these horaes; after they were caught,but before they

were broke to ride,for $5.00

The towa of Sulphur dida't start building until

about -1906; however, there were a few stores there be-

fore this time. When I settled ia this country I rode

horseback from where I lived to Pauls Valley and never
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•aw a wire fenoa, but the prairies were covered with cat-

tl« and homes and it waa mothiig at all tg iee a bunob

of deer grasi«$ alo*g with a bunch of cattle. I now

in Paula Valley. . ' -


