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Te Name : Mr. G+ D. Ward
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oo TP D e Mdree 'Pauls Valley, Oklahoma,
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3. kesadomee oddrer © (o1 Yogatinn)

ke DATE OF #TnlH: Month _ September  Pay 14 yoor 1868

e Ilarce D birth o Texas

A

0.  Name '“”/I‘P‘LE‘« i Ge D ward, . .}'«If_-:‘r- ~{ birth Arkansas

e cpforieation e b fethe v . Decaagsd

7. Name »F Mothor = M, B, Altom - " Tlmce of bvirth  Arkansas
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oter ov C";-mr“l_* U narr2tive by the Vratd werke dealine with the lifse ani 1
story of the ¢rren Inleorviesed, Rt r te Nanuadl for sue csted subjedbs
and que. bimro, continue on olank shaeta iy necorsenrv snd attsch firmly to
this forp,' Mtk v of gheets "r“;(,t“ch‘ 1 . ' .
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Aw Interview With G. D. Ward; Pauls Vallsy, Oklshoma.
By - Mhuriot R. Andersom, Invoatigator
. “March 14, 1238

- )

I was bora in 1868 im Texas and came to thelIndian
‘Territory im 1893, setfling on a farn l;asad from Tip
Harris. This l;nd where I settlsd was located where part
of the town of Sulphuf in mow, At that time there weré
no stores at Sufbhur but there was one log house that
the eoﬁboya used ofice ix a while. For putting it inr culti-

vation I was givem e five year lease om that farm amd all

I raised on it. Thers was mO house om the placs s0'I had

to 1ive 1a a temt until I built a ome-room log houss.
That part of the country was more a cattle tham '® farming
sountry. There wers ao roads amd what few fajms  there
were then wers all femced with rail femces. AL 3 raised
- ir the early dayé was cotton and com. There was no gi}
ia that part of the coun£ry aad I yad to haul my cotton
to Ardmore to.have it gimmed. The asarest grist.mill vas
at Mill Creek oQ Govermor Harris' place. That wes all I

gé§$
ever know him by, peOpIa would refer to him es "Governor

Harris”. The rirst.copton I raiged I plantcd by hand.

There wers very fow cottom plamters im the country at that
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‘tim.. Tho Indians livimg arcumd whers I settled didn't
do mach rarming, about all they planted was cors.

Ax that time court was held at Ardmore amd we had
only Fegoral law thea.

) P.Opls—ﬂtttlilg ia this country im the early days
didm't gyve.to buy much; there was ﬁlcnty of desr amd
turkey,tand in the hills south of where I 1ived thers
were-pienty of wild horses amd\hogs amd they belomged
to amyone who could catch them, [amd believe ms they
were hard to catch. Mem would coms {m there amd build
double log pems with wimgs snd these wimgs would some-
times reach a quarter of a mile omn each side of the pen
and théy would get.after a bumch of hor;o: ard rum theg
into this pen, it was & hard days work for thres or four
men to catoh six or aeves horses a da&. You could buy
thosa horses, after they wers caught but before thcy
were broke to rids, for #5.00

The towa of Sulphur didm't start buildiag umtil

gbout -1906, however, there wers a few stores there be-
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fore this time. When I settled im this coumtry I rode

horseback from where I lived to Pauls Valiey and never

»
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saw a wirs fence, ﬁ@t the prairies were coversd with cet-
tle and horses and it was mothimg at all to see 2 bumch
of deer grazimg alomg with a bunch of cattle. I now live

in Pauls Valley.



