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Field Worker's nameéw | Reymond C. Jantz ) ] n
3 T ‘ ,
fhis report made on (date)  March 1, 1938 193
! - N
|
1. Name‘ , Rev. Jess Jim VWetkins
. Dost Office Mdrdss  Anaderko, Pural Route
b ! ' Anederko

Residcnce address (or location)y5 miles east and 5 miles north of

i, DATE OF BIRTH: Month April w - Day 26, Year 1859

-

Place of birth !North Carolina

. =
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~

Name of Father ~Ennis Wa tkins Place of birthNorth‘Caroliné ’

Other infdrm%t ion about father Fammer

Name of Mother Mery Frencis Bryents Place of bilNGrth Carolina |

Other information about mci..

e

Ptes or complete narretive by the field worker dealing with the life and
bory of the person interviewed, Rcfer to Manual for suceested subjects
B4 questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary a4nd attach firmly to
g is forms Numbsr of sheets attached . s e
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Fleld Worker',.' Raymond C, Jentz,
"~ March 1, 1938.

Interview with Jess Jim Watkins,
g Anadsrko.

*

I wad bora in North Carolina in the year 1859,
In the year of 1879 my parents emigrated to the
state of Texes. In 1882 I first entered the In/dian -
Territory. At this time ‘you couldn't find any work
| except with cow _outrits.' Most y:ung ?%llows lik'e‘
_me worked for these cow men., The Territory in thoge
deys was a’@od hideout for msny outlews. The reason

for thia wes that there wasn't eny law except a few

Deputy United utates Marshals and they Hed t® much

-

country to.cover to bring Justice to all the Territory. gy

I have seen this vountry grow from bare prairie -
and brush to thriving citles snd productive farms.
shen I first. entered the Territory 2 man could ride

for mil nd miles &nd 8 & house or a living

thing except a cdoyote or some cow¥s. ~—_

S
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. Cow-men &nd Cow-cemps.
¥hen I firét éntered'the.beritory I wéﬁt\?o
"work for Andy &né Tim Roff end I also worked fg£\\: —
Bil; and Jer}y N;fhington. The se were the" leading |
' oow-men and renchers at this time within the Tb{-
ritary,— Bill andJerr; had the lou:, est ranch of
any ‘tha;: .1 know of'in the Territory et this time.

.m. »
Bill fashington married & full blood Chickasaw Indian

' womaﬁ and this gave ﬁim hi; legrl rigﬂts in the Ter-

ri tory, He En@»his brother ran their cattle under one

brand. No one knew or hed sny idea how many eattle

the ﬁashiné;onpnpad because they had three different - .

brands. Bill'dfaf?e'and gon each had & separate brend.

: At one time i rgmeﬁber tﬁat Biii got hard peessed for ' -
aome.ready cash 80 he called é gound-up. On this roﬁnd;

up, they gathered together twenty thousand head of

cattle with his own brend. Rill still hed plenty of .

s - F ~

cows over the range.
I haye made several trips up the cattle trails

with’tféil herds into Kanqas. I traveled up the

’
e ‘

o% ~
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Oid Chisholn Tail £rom the Chickasaw Nation to Kanses -
Oity several times in the early.dayé. A man who
“workadlong‘fcrthewgphingtqn; had _to steal or ..
leave the payroll so i didn't work long for them'because‘v
T wouldn't étealifor myself. Every man was instructed:

-

at headquarters t¢ brand every cow or calf that w:s
* 4

found unbdranded. Also to,brédh over any cow thatf%pq_‘

'ﬁﬁi§ﬁgdy‘Pranded that could be blotched into nis brand.
The Qaéhihgtons put up a drift fence-fhat ran from -
Thacker to Cornish, a distance of about forty miles,
Washiﬁgton’s herds were 80 large in number that he had
to guild this ténce to keep his cattle from strayiné

-~ too far from headguariers, This;also shortened the

; round-up season. |

, ~ This drift fence ;tayed up nntil the Govermment

compellod the psople to cut their holdings to about

8ix square miiés. Wahpingxon didp't teke heed of the

’ Gpvernmant orders so the Indian Department sent out
\ the_Indian Policemen and cut the wire between every

_ post. ey did this so 1t couldn't be tled back.

&\\\ -
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I woriced longer for Andy and Jim Roff than for
any other outfi t.‘ The Roff Bros, were square shoot-
ers and welsomed everyone. They never required eny
one fo aAtpal‘ for them. I s‘tarted my mi es‘io'nary work
~ while working for the Roff Brotheras. The first cimrch
thet I was pastor of was called first Sweetwater,
then later known as Lox;;e Grove in the Chickasaw Nation,

| Indi ans. bl -
"‘ I have never had &n enemy among the Indiens but
I never had many c¢lose dealiugs‘with them. The Indians
would gath.er in t\he- rivjer bottoms in the fall in greet
numberg. They would stey until early spring. then
s‘c.a’tter oﬁt again. They aleays moved just before the
epringkfloods t‘h‘:‘!‘: alweys ceme to flood the lowlands.
fe always knew wilen the'Indians,sfarted to r;‘nove
that it wouldn't be long till it would stert raining.

éﬁurcheg. :
The fi;'st church in the Territory that I can

remember was c¢al led the "Addingtén BendBaptist Church."

-~
-
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The church derived its name from a man of the neme
of ¥. H. Burch. Every one knew him only as Reverend )
' Ben Burch. #hen the‘Eﬁurch first‘stafted only three
fa-ilies attended besides some of us neighboring
cowboysl This was because thgre wefef only & few
people arbund. We H. Burch would come once a moﬁth,
from Burns City, Cooke County, Texss, and preacﬁ for
us. Reverend W. H, Burch was the‘firgt Baptist
preacher to hold a church or preasch i; the Indien SR
Yerritory. fﬁere was a fmell log house used aé a
schoolhouse that we had fdr a church. This ﬁas.Gery
" small but served the purpose.
T - 014 _ Okl ghome
The opening of Oid 'Okiéhoma was a sight that I.

‘shsll alvays remember.- People were there from every

state in the Union. They were there in wagons, ecarts,

buggies, horseback, afoot, riding burros, and every-
sort. o ¢ way that they'might travel. Peonle wers "land

crazy” One sight that I shall always remexmber was
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bank and bogged down i\ the quickssnd.. The Dute

couldn't go on so he staked\his ecleim right thers.

- 7
' The town of Lexington now stands on his place that he

staked in the run. This fellow probably wouldn't have
.got{:en as good & location if he had gohe é.n in the race.

-

Railroads work end Missionary work.

-

I saw all the reilroads coms and build. \I -helped

put up the Chicego Rock Islend Iine from Anadarkd to
, Lewton. F4td-211 the 'ﬁﬁish ;v_ork'from g__)}échgrds Sp
into Lawton. -I also preached in a1l the i'ailg_z;oa&
camps from Ansdarko to iawtog. My\ f*i‘rst‘ service in

- Tort Sill was held under a eréat elm tree.. This was

at the railroasd camp at‘qut Si11. Everyone dbrought his
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own wégon’;_aeat, feed-boxes or es stpols.t We were
Just abt.mt reedy to start services when the soldiers
aml their femilies from Fort Sill ceme\end with the
'failroaders/end soldiers. and their femilies there
was @ great/ orowd.
/ ‘ Farly deys.
I Qas 8t the locetion of Chickesha when it was
" only ¢ preirie. No one ever thought there would be ‘o
e city on that spot. ‘Ii" you hed told someone thst. ‘
Oklahoma would be as it~is they would have 'chou‘ght |
- -

you were insane. I was sls¢ in Ansdarko when it

“~ h ‘\ . .
was only a tﬁding post and the\ Indian Agency was
’ N\

7 lend or evsﬁame at any of B

the openings. 1 regiét red in the 1901 \menir‘ng‘ for

thers.

-1 didn'ﬁ; get

Caddo, Comanche and Kiowa\Counties. I, together
with a bunch of men from Lawt n, registered for this
opening but ndt one of us drew any land. I have

spent my life bringing the Gospel to the people over

.the entire Indian Territory and Oklahoma . I have
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pioneered fyom the Red River to the Kesnsas Line. 1
hgve‘aléo been east and.wost."l\hgve seen this country
grow from the scrud longhorn steeg\;o the pure breed
ahorthorn.'I have seon it grow from 8 prairie'dog mound
to grpat towng anﬁ striving oiiies. Whon’settlement
and development struek the Indﬁan Tefritory,_they came
like nrairie fires befors a stiff breeze. I am old
and my time is about déno»but 1 iould take no worldly

possession for what I bave seen and learned from neture’s

own book and from the great book, the Bivle,



