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An Interviem with BeWi o’lﬂtﬂmo
Paula Valley,ﬂﬁklahoma.

I wés born 1n'1ées, in mssi’slsrippi.'aﬁd cane to_the '
Indian Territory from Texas in the fall of 1890 .and got=
tled near Pau;s Valley. ‘I rented a ff—wrm'ﬁ-‘qz'n Zaeh, Gardnér,
who o%ned the ~onl:;r gin and grist mill in this pa:’:’t' of the -
sountry at the time. I was like most of the men coming to
the Indtan Ter itoryin the eafly days with a family to

‘- auppc;rt and not tach mpixéy. I.owned one cow and a fow
chickens when I settlsd herej Bfarméré had & very hard time

e aettiiﬁg'up"thia _country, When I came here t .ere were

-‘:nofr Very many people living herej there were no , roads to

speak of and only me'l‘ﬁg‘schoo&-house and 1‘5 was ;188; for -
d church. It was a euhacri ption. scnool ang cost one dollar
..a month for each child sent and this made it very hard fox'

'seme of us fama.a who didn*t have nmch mmey . The first

wimter I settled hea-e ny ramily lived off of ocorn meal bread'

and rabbitg. or cograe, wé had plenty of milk and butter

_and the few chickens I brousht with us helped. There were

lots o turkays %hen and sme deer and the woods were mn
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of quail end squirrels, zach Gardner, the men I
rented land from, furnighed me in corn until I made
8 CYODe

The tall 1 bame hera the rielda were full of corn
bu'b they G.idn't moke mich that year, Mr, ‘dner told
me ¢h6 boll warms had clesmed the cottom. The first
orop I madd, I Taised af:out three thousand bushels of
corne Corn waé cheap, ouly worth ﬁféegen cents a bushel,
I gold eorn to Mr, Byers, who was & }a}ge cattle omier
then and ho had a feeding pen on the river not far from
vhere I .lived where he fed out cattle ever;r winters The -
gsountry was full of cattle and thousgh there were no feé.ces
the catitle neyer“ ;ot‘éﬁr' eidpﬁ“aﬁ”tﬁé'ﬁttlé ‘améré;md
A

cowehands to her‘ﬁ.tﬁm;a '

There Wes no court at Pauls Velle;.'ivhen I first came,
court Be'ing held at Ar&;iore; It was in 1895, whé.ﬁ they
bezgan holding court at Pauls Va. loy and at that time, too,
&n‘ae-ﬁaﬁ&%uﬁﬁ aeheelr @hey always }saé -achool. from si:;

0 nine months. each years Bafore 1895, school was held about

. fhrqe montha_6ach yeai. A churchohouaa was then built at -

o

Pauls Valley. ' The towm of pauls Valley didn't do mich build- .
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ing until after 1900, althongh in the asrly dqys tt was )
‘a main trading point.by 1900 Wynnewood was building into '
'a\ nice town. And. it loaked for awhile like it was going

to beat Pauls Valley tor thé oounty aeat. Tand was the
biggost elecM;D: I have ever seen. At the time ‘l;he Wéshita':
Ri{ver ov erglowzd-and Paqls,Valley had pler;ty of Qater ove.-
town.e éeop}.e rode arom{d town in boats and instexd of haxil;
ing paoplé to.vote in mutomobiles they hauled them'to the

polls in boatss I moved to Gaimesville, Texas, in 1801, I -
now. live with my daughter in Pauls Valley.
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Renching--Chickasaw Nati
Negroes--Chickasaw Nation
Crime--Chickasaw Nation

Law enforcement-~-Chickasaw NatiqQn
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’ HAT::ON BOB. .~ INTERVIEW.

Field worker' Jennie Selfridge

Ed

Biography of Bob Watson (Negro)
Ardmong<\0klahoma

Born March 870 in TeXaS 1*':- N

abunaanu sunoly ofqmater This weTl was fillea up 2 few-yearst

ago because the ‘water was thoought to be lmoure. Southeast of

the qouse near two large trees agf the head of a ravine was. a

larbe\Sprlng whleh\afforded water for all-the stock ‘which was-

‘Réﬁf‘aﬁbut*the places- The~e6Tfa1~aﬁafhe£se—pastupe~mmaxﬁk,ﬁ,,_

locatea\nortneast of uhe.nouse. The ranch ig said to have
. g \
obta¥™ed i%s naﬂe‘from the fact that at one time there were

seven hunQ“w,uheaa of cattle kXept on 1t although when Watson

»

chae_to the randl“‘kva Roff had cattle from Red qiver on the

N =y
south to Caddo Creag,on\~qe noerth. The ranch wa.s the scene

~
&%, many shooting eplsoded..

3.

-~ Websgn recalls on three different

occasions when men were ghot down at. the.ranch. Itwas nothing
L NS
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