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Maurice R» Anderson*
Investigator,
February 23, 1938.

An Interview with B*«v*Ratson»
Pauls Valley

I was born in 1865, In Mississippi and came to the '

Indian Territory from Texae in the fall of .1890 ana set-

tied near JRauls Valley* I rented a f^rm'froBi Zaeh Gardner,

who owned the-only gin arid grist mij.i in thig part-of the

country at the time* I was like, most of the men coming to
*

,th« indian Ter itory^in the early days with a family to

support Bud not imich money* I -owned one cow and a few

chickens when I settled herej. ̂ farmers had a very hard time

iff' settling up* this country* When *I came here t ere "*were
. - . •»«—>• - -

not-very many people liTing herej there were no roads to
• . * ' • . . • " - •

speak of and only aae~I^ gclxuol-liouse and i t was used for. *
• ' " - • ; • - ' • .

a* church* I t was a subscription, school ana cost one dollar

a month for each child sent'and this made i t very hard for

some of us farmers* who didn't, have much money» The f i r s t

wiatfer I settled here my family lived- off of corn meal~¥f«ad

and rabbits* 'Of course, we had plenty of milk and butter
and thg,f©w chickens I brought irtrth usr helped* There were

lots o? turksye ^hen and sane deer and the woods were full
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of quail and. squirrels* zach Gardner, the man X

rented land from, furnished me In corn until I made

a crop.

The fall I oeke here the fields were full ot corn

but they didn't make much that year* Mr. Gardner told

me the boll worms had cleaned the cotton. The first

crop I raade> I raised about three thousand bushels of

com. Corn was cheap, only worth fifteen cents a bushel*

I fold corn to Mr* Byera. who was a jLarge cattle owner

then and ho had a feeding pen on the river not far from

vhere I .lived where~he fed.out cattle every winter* The*

country was full of cattle and though there were no fences

the cattle never got our crops' as^fBe'cattle

cow-hands to her'd them* -
•>_

There was no court at Pauls Valley when I first came,

court being held at Ardrnore# It was in 1895, when they

began holding court at Pauls Va.ley and at that time, too*

t SCBOOIT 5hey ^waya had -school, txxm, s

to nine months, each year* Before 1305, school was held aifout
.* ' "

"' three months,e§ofi y©ar# A ohurch*house was then built at

Paul's Valley* TEe town of Bauls Valley didnft do much build-
4.' , " * » * ( +~
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ing until after 1900,'although, in-the early days tt'was ,

a main trading point,by 1900 Wynnewaod was building into

a nice town. And. it looked for awhile like it was -going

to beat Paul* Valley for the oounty seat» T*«at wai? the

bigs©at" election I have ever seen* At the time the ffaeliita:
•• ' • »

River over flowed, and ^auls. Valley had plenty of water ove-
v 4

town. People rode around town in boats tmd instead of haul-

ing people to. vote In automobiles they hauled them' to the

polls in boats. I moved to Gainesville, Texas, in 1901, I

now, live with my daughter in Pauls Valley.
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Field worker: Jennie Selfridge

Biography of Bob Watson (Negro)

i, Oklahoma

0 -in Texas'- • ' '

466

v/ithBob WatSbd came

"severaix months tRaar. were
\\

of the }[7

thextamily moved into a houtfe^near. the Ar&more c

Vf this nmise is- s t i l l standing

Ranch, nea^some large.

I874. • For̂

coveV^9>^gQn just west

Later

ess

AtHhis^imfexfche "7OO" Ranch house odncisted of one large

oorn^nA a^sraallkitchen with-a hallv/a.y, be'TO^en. The whole--

structure was btbixlt of logs. The kitchen, is" st$84. standing,

Just west o.£ the house v̂ as a large well -which afror"d-e4 an

abundant.'supply of "-waterY This well was f i l led up, a^ few "years

ago because the water was thoug^it to be impure. Southeast of

the house near two "large trees a^ the he:ad of a ravine waa a

large ^spring which^ afforded water for a l l - the stock which was
•• - / • • • • • < " ^ - • y~

kepT abDUt the- placer ^e^-eo^rral—aRdr-hors0—pag-tur-e—were I -,..

J.ocated-northeast of the.house. The ranch is- said to have

obtaj8Red its name, from the fact that at one time there were
seven hundr^4 head of ca'ttle kept on it, although when Watson

to the rancRS^Lva Roff had cattle from Red River' on the

south to Oaddo Creek .on̂ fc&e north. The ranch was the scene

P^ m^ny shooting episacie'a. --^JtsCtrson recalls on three different

occasions when men were shot down^t. tbs^ranch. It was nothing


