
KATTS, ClkS. G.

Chas. G. a at vs., wagoner, Oklahoma." Born, February
, 8,1875, iawpaw, 'I:;dian Territory.- Barents, ..illiam J.
and i.artha C. .,'atts. Indian (Cherokee^

KR, wATTS* STORY: ' : . f '

Lly parents cacne .t., oklui.. iua in i8o8 fipu Arkansas *

"Game in Ox ./a^on, .(inter of 18G8. very bad winter,

took jabcu,t one week 'to Kiake the trip,

MLy father was vvjfy generally k..ov/n as *eff *,iatts,

and f i rs t c.ioe to the Indian Terriroty J^sicP in 1868, •

but ©ondit'icns were ntft so ood and 'af.jer a short stay

he returned to Arkansas but came back to the Indian

-Territory in 1870 or-1871, and applied to tha Chief

Justice of the Cherokee nation for admission to Cherokee

Citizenship, The watts family and several other families

were aoMtted as citizens of the Qherokee Nation and the

family settled in the Cherokee Ilation about six miles up

the Arkansas Biver from'Ft. Srdith, Arkansas, established

Pawpaw, I,Tf as the post office. The watts family settled

in that part'of the Cherokee Nation and were very active

in argricultural [sic.J pursuit, stock raising, merchandis-

ing, and.su'ch like. The families admitted to citizenship,,

m
above mentioned, were later ci-ted to appear before what

is known as, the ^dair Court especially created for the

purpose of further investigating t'he admission to citizen-
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ship of those admitted and were .s tr icken from th'e r o l l s ,

by reason ^>f t h e i r f a i l u r e to appear before said cour t , . • . .
' *?* •

The said families took the position that as they had once

* - been admitted to citizenship a rehearing would be rss" *. *-

etdjAdl«atfi%. •. and without authority, thereupon litigation

arose between the iVatts, .Payne, Cobb, ,BeIlj and Goins ,. .* -

families, wnich continued beiure Uie Secrstary of the

Interior and Congress' of fctie united States and other

departments of-tne United States Government until1.about -

1396 when the Drives CoiiH'iission^ created by Congress, and "

empowered to.here^and determine a plications for citizenship '

in the Five Civilized Tribes, rejected their claim for •
< • 1 V

citizenship. 4 -

"The Watts family in the Indi&n country becaiae quite'
\

numerous and up until their rejection by the Dawes Coianissionr

constituted ac]>roxirnaoely twenty-five percent of .the population'
* . \ • ' - . : - ' " .

of what was then knovni .as Sequeyah Dis t r ic t in the Cherokee
i ' ' r

Na,tion.» * . "

"I have in my possession a brief history qf the .above,

controversy written and published by my father, who is now

deceased, likewise, his scra"p book wkich contains much
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- early history and thrilling-events covering th'e ^

et.rly r .-side.ce of. what as feicapi as 'The -^ntruders in.

t'he Cherokee Ijafion** I '.vill be very ,jlad to Tirnish a

• more detailea statement of -the above at any time desiredV .; •


