ATTS, Cida3. G. JJESTIONNATL itdy
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Chas, G. wabts, ragoner, Oklahoma. Bofn, February
. 8,1875, rawpaw, 'ludien Tefritory. - rarents, .illiem 7T,
and lLartha C, vatts. Indian (Cherokee,,

“

. . - i
MR, JATTS! STORY: ° : _ ¢
¥ . o
. 1y parents came b, Ukl:h.wa in 1808 fro. arkanseas.
“"OQame in Ox Jacon, «inter of 1lo68., very bad wiater,
’ § . . b 4
tock abeut one week to mexe tiue trig,

b~

"Ly Fatiier was voty generally k.own as velf .atts,

end Tirst c.e to the Indian lerriroty (sic,) in 1868, -

‘hnt conditicus were not so ‘00d «nd af.er & short stay

he returned to arkansas but came buck to the Indian
-Territory in 1870 or- 1871, and applied to ths Chief
Justicé of the Cherokee Wation for admission to Cherokee
Qiﬁ{zenship. The watts famiiy and several other families )
were asmitted as citizens of tue Qherokee w~etion and the |
feamily settled in the Cherokee Nation about six miles up

» -

the arkansas River from Ft. Smith, srkensas, esteblished

A

Pawpaw, I1.T, as the post office. rhe watts family settled

in that part.of tie Cherokee Nation and were very active
~ {

in argficultural [éic{] pursuit, stock raising, merchandis-
ing, and such like, The families admitted %o citizensiip,.
above mentioned, were later cited to appear before what

-

is known as the adair Court edpecially created for the

purpose of further invéstigating the admission to citizen=
»‘v - - - — - ) s~ - oo - .. .

\
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WATTS, CHAS. -Ge:

 ship of thosé admitted and were stricken from the rolls,

by reason f their failure to appear before said court, ...
0B &," T
The said femilies took the position that as they had once

’ v 7

- ‘been admitted o citizenship a reheating would be res’ " .

aﬁj&diméta\\ . én@ without authority, thereupon litigation

arose between the aatts,.Payne, Cobb, Bell, and Goins Lo
N T [} . 4 M . ‘-~
families, wuich continued beiovre Lhe-Secr?tary‘of the R

’

Interior and Congress of #wue Lnited Stetes and other

departmenfs of.tue United 3tates Government until.sbout -
. ‘*‘ 3 P .

. . f
1396 when the t::i: Coumruission, created by Congress, and

empowered to.hé¥®and determine a ,lications for citiZﬁpship
in the Five Civilized Iribes, rejected thetr claim for

7
v

citizenship. - .

"The Watts family in the Indizn country becaue guite’
numerous and up untilbtheir rejection by the Dawes COumissiﬁy'_
constituted appfoximacely twenty-Tfive percent'of the porulation’

- : . ‘

-

*

of what was then knowF as Sequaeysh Distriet in the Cherokee
. ~ . " ¢

~-
LY

Ngtion.
"f'have in my possession a byiefl histdry Qf the ,above.

controversy written and puﬁlished by my father, who is now

geceased, ligewise, his 'scrap book which contains much

»
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JATTS,’ CHaS. G. QU £oTIONNAT HE, |
. ) ! ) R ™ . f't ‘ v
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_ 3 '
o : "

early history and thrilling events covering the
eurly.r:sideuée of_whaﬁ U8 kn%'n as 'The ‘ntruders in

1sd to firnish a

the Cherokee lation', I will be very 1
b . it
? L4l ’ : . R .
" more detailec statement of the avove at any time desired.",
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