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VINTERVEIWED WITH MR. ELLIS NAT“RKILLAR, )

»
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¥r. Waterkiller was born in theé Cookson Hills of sastern Oklahoms,
hite Cak School, in Cherokee County Oklahoma and now lives six

i Bagt of Tt. Glbson Oklahoma near the present Perkins Dchool in

b County, Oklahoma o highway 62. ?
He is-a full-blood Cherokee Indian and 73 years old.
All of his known relatives, were buried in the Cookson Hills of j
rn Oklahoma near the White Oak -chool. .No markers, mark their

%AT}E’R- Waterkiller- Born North Carolina (Year unknown) died 1870.

MOTH&R— Nancy Parsons-Wat'erkiller, born Cookson Hills 1839 and disu
1890.

CRANDFATHER— (First ‘name unknown) last name, Parsons. Born North ]

P

Carolina (date unknown) died 1840.

b
f
!
}

GRANDHOTHER- Sallie Parsonms, bora North Carolina (date unknown)

: died 1885.

-

 HIGRATION

Don't know mmch about"fa‘ther's people. -Grandma (Parsons) tell me
like I tell you. —
trandpa and érahdm"a leave North Carolina, in old country, come

la, that o0ld country too,‘ stay ﬁhera year, Ugh 1837, soldiers driv=:
bt. Ugh 1838. Grandpa and graridzﬁa no want come. Soldiers say g0,
11 you, Stick bayonet in you. 'flﬁey get things one nieht,skillet,
éish—es cloi;hes yuh, bedclothes t00. Ugh got dish' grandma bring.

beans out em, I boy. (It was an old piece of Dottvry, highly

'ed. Bowl was fashioned w:uéh handles, handles broken off, but

s on it were beautiful )/’ vee bowl,em over hundred years old. Next
ildlers drlve am out. ?ésy first day. Guess soldvers feel good.‘

%Y worse. Just drive um like cattle. Grandma say she walk grandpa
\00 or soldiers rtin/ ayonets through um. They walk, wade creeks to

flots mud some places. Cross rivers in canoes. ~oldiers have canoes, |

H

/ t . ‘ '
logs made um boats, go cross rivewm. B j




rm'mm, TLLIS, INTERVIEW. ~ - 'y
goldiers have wagons. aFeed um two times some days, some‘bimes feed

37¢
o tine. S’cbldiers eat all time, take care horses better ‘than my

-grand;pa. Yuh~they bring skillet some tnlnc,s grandma had. Yuh/
die, lots sick, lots dis, twg week walk, they die, bury en whegz -
die, any place. Yuh-clothes bad, tore Céim, dirty too, “clothes all
;Jhen get here., Throw lot way on road, no,éood. |
They ge,t ‘here, lots timber,’land'no g/god in hills, all right in

g. Yuh-grandma hate ¥hite man. Give all land, good land, in old

-4

ry (meaning North Yarolina and Georgia). Ugh- Whité, man say "trail N

;," he say, "trail death " Ugh-grandpa die next year, mother born.,
ing his ;randfather died one yesr after the birthk of his mother)

LIFk ASD CUSLQMS

randma say, her and grardpa come in hills. eoldiers say live, wori,

. &
. ’ ¢
¢

*n

. mellon seed., Some solcdiers give em nothini (He had in his mind>
some of the emigrants receive'd nothing after their arrival but was
sed théy would get theirs later) My folks luckye« Others hever get
1, Loﬁg years go, chi‘ldren,, ggt something. I get somethin too. No=-
ise, no tent., Dig hole with hoe in hill. iake place stay. Take ax

while cut logs, mske cabin. iake fire-place, rocke. (He explained

way that the rocks were laid up in what I would term & mortor madsz

D

Roof - make out poles, split em with ax. Some make out Rol‘es lay

own put leaves, grass on em. (Presume it was similar or was what

i

[ =2

d term a thatched roof) .

ovs - ugh -~ plant corn, beans, seeds with hoe. Dig hole ccver up.

same way.,

AFTaR MIGRATION .

Eoldiers give em, ax, saw, big eye hoe, flint make fire, corn, cottod’

§ and clay) Have no windows, no floor. walls, fill em cracks full .ud

w3

- lot wild berries, Wild fruit too, Blackberries, dewberries,

m: A AT AR
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erries strawberries, grapes, plums, Lots, fruit sometime.

380

meaning that there were plenty berries and fruit durlng their

ular searson ) ) .
eh-lots nutse. Hickorytnuts_,‘walnutsf Lots hickory nuts then.

eh-lots gamé, fish too.'squirrel, rabbits, turkeys, coon, possum,
Wild cows sometimes in cans breakr. Yeh-muskrat, mink. No- no

lo. They be West fartner. Nome in hills. Yeh-

eh-make cabins better after while. Logs, fire-place like I say

. Fill cracks with mud, too. Split loge, meke floor. Cgll” em punchin
iiake ‘shingles. ©oplit em with Pax. Tie em on witd bark. Lay rock on

, hold em on. Ugh-windows make em out lizls. Tie em with bark. Tie

11 with bark, “too.

read-Ugh- beans bread too. Corn, no gr‘ind em., fﬁea‘t em, twist em,

dwn tree, cut off butt,‘ four feet long,- stand eni up on end. Cut em
morter: (Meaning a kind‘.of a mall) Beat :em, twist em on end

kit om hard. Grandms have meal now, use water, canuchi, too, bake en..
ans the shelled corn was placecu on the ble, stump that was dished

‘d wes beat up as flne as possible with a wood mall)

anuchi - ugh- hickory nuts dry em good. .Get shuck's off first. Dry -
)ck or ax crack em, pick all out. Push em through riddle. :Canuchi

ood lard, butter, milk too. Good in cof:ee.

iddle- uoh-make em out eane from cane on river. Little cane. oplit
ike chair bottom. Closer-uh‘ huh-youc.all em now sieve. ( He means he
eal off the outer side of sﬂﬁall tender cane secured in the ca

and weave them into sieve fdrm.) 7 /
¢h- I see grandma make canuchi. I go Yahlequah. Get green coffee.
m home best em make em fine. Grandma want coffes with canuchi.

\
t ood.
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Bean bread—ugh-—«cook beans good. Yeh-dry beans. Put in bread like
pread. (He means add beans to other formula as he sta’ted&geifore)ﬁ
How cook bread-ugh-make oven rock. Coak em there. Cook everything
ge, no, cook em outside. )

anlt-yeh-put salt in bread,too. UGet water salt in em. After while

men come bring big ketkles cook water. iuake em salt. Dirt have salt

[i1d horses, cows too, Llck’ em. Yeh-white men come in hills, by

-

.i (Oklahama) now make em salt.,
ame-ugh~kill em. ;.Take bow, sonetimes hickory sométiwue heage (Mean=-
Bis De 470C) Squirrel skin ueke bow string. \ake arrow out swamp dog
'A;-- end so kill em. Sometime stop em so catch em.

ish-ugh-iihoot em with bow and arrow. wometime sharp stick,stick in
motioned as if the sharp stick was ﬁsé\d as our present day gig).
illages-no-Tahlequah, grandma say walk &\;here sometime, Ft. Gibson,
here. ooldiers there. <he fraid soldiers\i Hate em. |

eh~;°,he say times better fore war. Lots hoi‘ses, caws,hogs, oxen.

. all goné soldiers get em.

othes fore war-uch-use lots fur, skins, ke moccassins_you say
':irap up in skins, too. vrandma make em spin wheel. ‘Dry c-otton fore

make thread, meke looms too, make cloth,

;n after while. Horse run em. Grist mill too. (Meaning in his life
sins and grist mills were operated by horse power.) Hand grater
rn em nake meal. I help mother, grandma too. |
gons-ugh-ox car{:s. Wheels saw em out of log. dare em round b‘urn
m. (Meaning they cut about four or six inches thick from a log
t2ken off and wake as round as possibie and that a hole was

 the center to rit the axle).



'ATERKILLER,~ELLIS., ]NTF‘?zII"R. : /5
| ‘Axle-ugh-good hickory pole ;fix em to fit wheeland barn hole in

nd put stick in hole, holé whefel on. (Meaning the pole was shaped
)
the bed and a certain d1 stancé from gach of the ends a s dulder was

end then rounded up to :f‘it hole in the wheel. Near each end of the

'a héle was burned thro{ugh and thlS hole was inserted a pin with

to hold on the vheel. ) dest’ cart made out poles, too. Wagons make

way. Greased car’s-ught-somet/imes water, sometlnes canuchi, after
‘a; ( ‘

e used iard. - ,‘ /
: |

Hoe all time~-no- eiff:e:c while bull-tongue. ilake em out of poles,

13

rwkile g\et metal tongue Jdahlequah, iron rod too. brace em. Like
ie-stocfc“ now. Harrows-ush-drag 'brush Jevel em up aftér used.bull-
ne sozetime. | | ' .

! \

Fires-sf,a\{t em. Soldiers leave grandma flints. <he get flints too

ills° o uee emn much. Kee‘o flre burn all tine.

ochool-ugn~+cabin school house. Like cabins live 1n.\¢each Znglish.

er no 3o scho 1. Gre ndma/ s8d. <@ay Cherokee good enough \ ;

; \ J

' Churches-missionaries/have em. 8on;e’ci.aes arbors. oumner- tiae
L : X '

rs. sinter-time, like r/iow, in school house. uilssionaries come frou

countsy. (liean Horth Carolina and “eorsia.) 4rbors, you see enm.

g

tout poles COV\e f "Jith//limbs, -leaves. People sit on ground. vwometimes

! / /
up logs sit ox&\;/ m, I\pw different you sce e,
i 1
r Doctors-ugh-/;\o diexs have em no_care for lnaians. Call em medicine
; /
dlyg up -roots take leeves vines, cook em., If get well
l

ie alright. Later grandma get medicine lahlequeh.

Elledicine-man

ltazce em, alrji ght

i
§

airie start here house, / run that way. (Pointea

lezst)  Go igaw, on ten milles to mountains. Horse cowe down
. / )

@irie eat
/ :
Eem. come /work somej no _0od turn em loose. Yeh-like ppnies no big

, 80 to mountgfins hide. Yeh-catch pm sometime

2 le prdirie gnd mountains [c%use horses wild on em,
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Yeh-2ll do good fore war, Cherokees no want fight. Make em fight.‘

war everything gone. Gran&m%, father, mother atart all ov)er.z
. 38

s ’
Ld

no how help em,

CIVIL WAR

Father he fight. Company G-Third Hegiment-Captain Phillips.

en, Indian Home Guard, ’ ‘ \ “ﬁ
f Spies-ugh-spy some too. ] ' %
Fort-ugh-down that way fathe. é;o. (Pointing southeast from £t. N
, Oklahoma,) ¥ort Coffee-ugh- don't know em. "

’ fgther killed-ugh-no-not war. Man kill em. ¥riend kill em. Give

Wder, balls, hide by tree, next day father cope, kill em. (He means -

called friend of hie father borrowed.the powder and the rifle balls |
®hic father the previous day and that the next day shot him from ame
s - 4
. s -1
was five years after war. I see tree lots times, he hide, kill ca. |

Yeh Cookson Hills, bury him there. No-no head stone.

ésg No no-none my folks go kansas none\n'ed diter. @o no place stey in 'j

mé Jtay hllls hide. Father come back ffind em. 4
gixsll .LOlkS aeaqd oW, oister die last year. 5 ' ’ 4
Yeh-some call me Daylight. ,Iothev‘ o ry Cherokee, Daylicht, after

§ illed, He r«ised me. He step-father. He good to me. He show me
fé{%rv de dead acow too. '
} LIFS AND CUSLOQMS AFTsR To.o CIVIL WAR

No-soldiers‘take all. oome.cabins left, some school house, some

, L.o. £ix em up. wome no fix. :iake em spin wheel. ~ee grandma .2ad., .
,i' tell me SO much. lother tell me,too. o

“randma, mother too, show me how malie thread,weave make cloth, »>lana

meat keep em, hiunt, fishy Mother she make candles., Take cane,
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em, hold string in em. Pour tallow in cane. (He explained the

of cane, one joint 1ong was spllt then v'ith a thread or piece of
seme was tied Pogether and that as .one held string as negggs

ble in the ‘center of the riole in the canc}le they would pipur in tze
w. wWhen sool separate the split cane and there would be the com-
cancile.) oonetimes put string in grease bufu em: - ’
Matches-ugh~I get matches lahlequah. ot like ma;;crles NOoW. Tak
time &'et burn. Have black head, stuff on stick make em bura. (

- these matches were the old time phosphorus matches) o /

Game-ugh-l kill em sometimes bow and arrow, ‘someti.aes rifle.

~-yeh-cap-get em Tahlequah, powder too, bar lead too. liake em mold \

|
1f. I sell em bout ten years sgo. (He means that he sold his rifle

7

ears ago)

No=-no care ror dances, horse races, ball, no-I like figh-hunt-

i/

'make fish hooks- sometiies shoot em bow and arrow, rifle too,

1.8, — .
\ .

Pruits-ugh-lot fruit berries too like I tell grandma had.
;Game-ugh—all kinls like grandmé I tell you. rox too.

EPlow-u;h-I :first; sce was at #t. Uibson, (Oklzhoma). TCall em
r. Feople all .o see em. Ha-ha.

) o . - _ " B
L < S

‘Guns-u;h-I had all kind, pistols a1l kind. I use good too: Boy , .

v
+ ~
H ~

see 1e shoot. ) - — L

1

FOADS AND FAxRIs *

Yeh-riabblt ford down river two miles from Nevins. I no cTross ei.

2¢ wevins rerryj., ZLots Fords cross creek, someti es Illinois

i
§

1]

¢em. No cross em. Don't know who own em.

om Fijsnch Ferry up by ¥ort. I know em. ooldiers run em foreTom.

iNevins Ferry-ugh-down mouth Grand #iver. West rt. WYibson, (Oklah: ma )

B0 N W ey, ims 1 vt Mol



ﬁing he personally knew Tom'+rench that ran the ferry ‘which

r

luissouri Pacific f‘-/.g}ji‘i

' P
sed the wrand Rfiver near the pfesent

ge, northwest of the town of Ft. Gibsom. )
ROADS AND TRAILS - : \?E

¢

v - . : s
foads cross Tiver-I never zo cross river then-I no, Know lexas,

/

, no, know Arbuckle 'road. Grandma no like Arbuckle. ’

Never-live cross Arkansas <iver. I stay in hills. (I asked of

to Tahlequah  in old days from Ft. Gibson, he knew;pointed,but

d give nothing definite that could be of value here.) S §

4

SCHO0LS
Go school-yeh-zo to Green school-n there now-two miles that way.
pointed and explained that it was two miles wsast on highway No. 62

r

Ewhere he now lives which would be about eight miles of ¥t, Wibson,
homa. ) Teacher-ué—h-mad‘-name wade-lady name Lucy Campbell. Got books

‘Use em then. (He had an old speller and an arithmetic, bagks were

R

off and no legible naies written thercon.) Yeh-I go school 1884-

¥

yeh-school house log like I tell you fore.
BURIAL GROUNDS

i

E see it.) Amos anderson's plaee, He thers. He older ae. He tell
~ )

OI‘Q. .

Uraves-yeh-lot of em. One over there.(He pointed southeast. I

~ . M !
e Lewis Rogers,lirs. Sledper, live Ft. Gibson have farms graves there

They tell you. I know foi‘;s ‘em, ~ome. I find, saze I forget.

Bridges

‘BRIDG:w

B Sridses-uch-none in hills some built on Illinois, 4rkansas. Iiget

d

leaning that in his older days the present bpridges were built

. ko

v

8 the Arkansas and Illinois rivers.)

FORTS=POsTo=~CANP L

@ rort Gibson-nc all my life~all I know.
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~

-

11d not make him understand exactly what I termed oaimps aé}d
' \ 38§
OStSo) \ ~

‘' \

Bomet i..es trade-Park Hill-sometimes “ookson-souetiznes lahlequah,
G . . \

DI, t00. ) ~ g\
r \ ]
ST5AMBOATS  ° ' .
r . " !
sev steamboats = ugh- on river It. Gibson don't know es don?t
ain.
A TILROADS

!

I ' . R I R
ilroads~-yeh-I see em buildy+ "Iron Mountain"I se¢8 sce men work.

1887. Built em‘l‘"‘t. B8mith white man *tell ne.
i

o Miscellaneous

Birip-yeh~I hear it talk 1887 take &h 1869. I kmw see em-vhite
ake em. Osage have ‘em. Tgke land from Cherokee long time g.
% en. vhite man take Osage.

Officers-ugh-I know none. urandma know hrbuckle. Hate him.

after the Civil wWare. Iie recalled it aiter he went to school in

3

& -

= COLLUNTS ‘

;7:«‘ o Waterkiller, a full-blood Cherokee' Witiltlittl\e schooling,
"7."“ reared in the rugged hill éoﬁntry betweén tike Arkansas and
known as the Cookson Hills ‘61‘ Ae;stern Oklaho.m through out

b 25 the hide out and homes of bandits, outlaws and criminals of

Hind in recent years.
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' Mr. Waterkiller's associates and daily dontact was with
;e peo .le in his early dnys. unvironments Were many; He wgsgéq_’e/
tne few of the good f‘olks of the hills, He had to eare{se;s )
;-w1se judgement in his humble way to protect himself' and his
;erty.

He was always considered honest and thrifty and in late

e e

rS he has quit the use of tobacco and licudr in its &m,tiréty.
N ’ R . '} - .

joes not swear and is a devoted christian, a lover of home .and

that is good.

He has accumalated worldly goods as well as those Divine

¥

r failing to be square in all hlS transacuons. .

He is loved, honered and cher;e/lshed by aTl of hls old

sciates, friends, neighbors and fellow citizens. e

>
’

X
i
3
i
i
3

He could tell, if he would nany mahy tﬁings» happening in
e hills as to outlaws and etc.j in old days but he Peiterated

fseys , "Its all beon done", ‘

%
i1
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