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GEORGE WAshINGTOII'S IALSAKT,

My Grandfather lived at Sandusl’{y ®hio, but I do 1:1013
¥nom his name, I 0:113‘!_‘<n0w that he waé in Jeshington, v, C,
once and talking to fresiaent. :;ashin:ton‘, t0ld him thct he
had & son and when being asked hi's bnanie, he told him ‘r:hat
ne-did not have a neme and Washington told Hin; t0 name him
(the child) for iim so he did and my father wss nomed Gearge
seshin ton., later, thre president sent my fether a srell suit
of nlothés, )

«~fter my o&ople's removal 40-Kensas.and. fr.om the time

thst I cen-remember, we lived ¢t Fort L-evenworth, where my

father owned and rén;a biz hotel. Many of the soldiers
stayed with him. I\Zy_fatﬁfr was a sobrarment Intercreter and
spoke and understeod all languages except the 'h rokee, whi\ch
he saeid we&s the heordest to leern, The' aovernment psid him
,200,00 psr month in 201d. In the vemiaole .ar in Florida he
%= W th General Taylor end the Indirns would not shoot him
for he iore & shewl over his head. They ocould see him and

knew that Qhe was Indian.
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He aceompanied(Jomes)Framont on his exploration of .
%elifornia in 1848, Fremout had seventy-five Ipdians
with him and they suffered muny hardships, lack of water,
znd-at orne tims they Wers freed toxkill their horses and
aules snd eat them snd were zt. the lest forced to ezt even
tie leather skirts of their saddles, This herd trip, to-
zethor with ‘d_qe strain on ’ch.e syes, cvused my father to 30
®lind shortly aft=r,-so after his return to Leavenworth, he
mae 10 mors lang trips, but ne had lots of moneyd He had
& stot sack full of ¢old pieces fives, two amd a h"lf, tens,
t'.:e::ties, fiftiess Ip was heavy. «lso he had grest stacks
™ .
of gre:znbacks, tied in bundles 80 Wi -h (here lr. 2shington
measured zbout ihree 01" four inches pétween nis hends)e

My father had two wives. Iy mother was a fulldlcood and

trere were six of us children by her, o Ny sister Sarah

(mrried Rogers), Frenk, John, Albert, Jim and myself., My

0th r's name was <uantidie. The children by the othser were,

~

J{11, “h rley,Riley, Ed, and Julia,
‘e all lived in the »ig hotel. .

LIFE &t THT ~ORT.

&

dhen I-2as little, the soldiers used to mut up nickels
4
-7
and dimss on we ds or sticks for me to shoot at w th an arrow.

- .

-

v —
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The Fort was a’ big brick building surrounded by high rock
fence amd Tour gates in the fence. domet;mes the so{l/diers .
\ffaz;d tie blankets together and help each ot her over'th%
fénce, zet out and steal geese, turkeys, lumbs ahd’fsi‘gs.
Sumetimes when the soldiers' i';ime had c;Jme to quit; the
ofi cers would set barrels f whiskey in. the hslls and let
then havé a 10t to drink and while they were drunk set them
to sign sgain an'd in this vay keep them.

hajor Price wae killed here. They gpened the gsates
end whep they were close they shot t‘;'om the fort and killed
him end meny of them with hin. They just dug.a big round
hole end mt all that were killed in it, 'i‘hey gave my
fsther Major fr‘ice's horse., It was a big black with <hree

vm“r%é”flegs snd was shot through the nose. Leter you cou 1d

h: r him breathe as he made a noise bvecause of this hole.
Ir;r'.M\Prat’c was the Government sgent and he gave my
- fether much money, one day I saw hini' give him $3400.00 in

") gold,
t

4

ILITaxy STAG
My fether's hotel wa where the hack start~d from on
., 138 trip to Fart Gibson. The horses were kept at our place

and I was alweys around, wéféhing them get ready to start

nm
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and watching to see them come "in, They drove big mules
t0 a long bodied hmck rathexr than wegan and two soldiers
always wax;t, one to drive and the other sat in the haoic
with a musket and six-shooter. The meil was ocerried in
big leather pouch's with groat locks and was “‘just behind
the driver. There were seats for passengers and they
usually had some, seldom more than four.

I kew all the drivers and wanted to go with them;
so one day, 1 g'ot a chance, slipped avey and went with
them far one trip. Ve came across first to Fort. Scott,
Kansss, then to Baxter 3prings, s’mlt‘h of Baaterx Springs ‘we
orossed Sprifiz River, and thAe Neosho at the M;)se Pooler Ford
about two miles mo'st‘ly east and a liitle south of lMiami
__and at Irott Place, run by Bill and Har_c‘xgﬁ_,' we changed . T

horses again. In fact we changed at every stop. The ¢
’ N

horses were harnessed and ready for us and as soon as we
drove up the men began to unhitch, the other horses were
waliting ar{gi quickly-hitched to our haock, +hile thi's‘-wa_s
being dm;e, the méil sack for t}'lat place was thrown out,
-mo¥e taken on, if any, and we were aff on & run again.

-

#e drove all night. No stops to sleep. The Trott place
SN )
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was just a long shed of a place and east of »fton, six
mles soath and east-on Horse Creeks

From here f‘o ‘Fénrt Givson, where‘ our trip was ended,
we rested and got the mail that had come in from Fort
Smith and south and started hamewsrd. The hack hed a top
onitand curtains'that CO;lld be let down.

One thing before I leave the old Fort 1 fe. ¥e had
blacksmlth shops and I ranember the blacksmith here. His
name was Mundy. I played around his shgp. One day he was
aut(hunting and he set his gun dowm., the trigéer caught and gt
went off ed shot his whole head off. Just nothing left of
it | ’

RELZOVAL TO INDIAN TEZRRIi’ORY.

I was ten or elven yearé 0ld when we started here. 1fe

came in Fovernment wagons;‘ end brousht lots of stock with us.
liy Tather gave, T remember, $400.00 for a big bey toam bé_fome
we started, paid for them in gold. '.e did not keep them loné
for »after we settled or Grand River, they got mto the lake
and vers both drowned. My father brouwght with him two ypll;s

of steers, thirty-five hor ses and e.lghteen head of cattle.

There wers senenty-five of us and the agent Mr, Pratt cam
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with us. e had to stay at Hpmboldt/ Kansas,a month begause

/
of the ice,vhich was breaking up-dangerous to cross, so we
ceme }em to Miami in fhe early smwing. I do not know \;vhy
we. were brought t0 Grand River to live as most of the
Delawares were se ttled ézv:"ound Bartlesville and v’)aneir. I
am a registered Delaw re, vhatever that means, and I am
told tﬁét a sister and myself and perhaps ore other are ali
the r_egi stered Delawvares that ar,; still living. - le brou,f;h;;
stoves, things far the huses, and impJement to farm with,
My father bought from lioses albetrty, land three miles saith
and four miles"east of Fai rland, There was an old' field
here sbout one-l}und‘red acres, the fence had been burned and
there were the ske’letons ;)f ngtgroes lgying around over it 2
that had besn killed in the. wer, I think by Stand & tie.

The bones did not hzve any flesh but were sll still to- ’
géther. There were & 1ot 1.ore in a cave near by. Just a
cave that forked this way (here he spread two fingers apart).
de leaa my father around and he picked ‘up the bones and as
he did ngt' want the stock to‘get to them, he had a big hole

dug and we put all of thelbones in and covered them up.

My father muilt two log huuses with fireplaces about
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four hundred.yards apert for his families, [he one where
h- lived had a lérge roogm, two side rooms end an attice
Qurs héé a large room, ope side room end attic and building
in the yard thet we uéed as a smokem~house and aftrrw rd% 0
cook in. I went to school very little, we did not think it
necessary. father had plentyeof nioney, we did not think
that i? could ever give ou}. «e began to farm'raisiug eorn,
Indisn corn and wieat, Tﬂé wheat was threshed ®y pilings it
out on sheets (They were big Governsent ones))then we would
ride the horses round and rouﬁd over ite The white I,dian
ecorn w.s nelled "Flour ~orn" and wes ground into flour, elso
we would vlat the stalks and lecves of this into great long
str{ngs, - iver see any? It also made fine roasting ears,
Aaving 1ots of horses and not mu-~h to do, ;e had 8
203d time-woild g0 to and have races neur ha‘e, ana fished
with a government seine givén my father by L. rratt.
Sometimés,spiked them with an a;row. sbout four ofclock
was the best time to fish as then you co.1d see their backs
in the water as they cane up to feed. Latgr)we hsd fish

v

sreft, I have caught the sturgeon fish that weighed 150

Pounds in trep.

G

L]
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,- At f;rst, we would take a team and #o to Baxter

S-rings and bring home a wagon load of food and supnlies.
7e also zot our nail there. Lntér,'we sometimes went\to
chetopa Kansas, an' after Seneca, l.issouri, was there we

went- there, ¥e h=zd our wheut ¢round at the grist mill nesr-

by e

A
*

Je had government doctors when I was smell, hovwever after

we c-me here our rother muie a part of our medicine from roots

> .

and‘ herbs *that she would gather and fix.

Heving no churches,lwe ment to Caney to our stomp dence
wiich was our way of worshippinz., e dancéd”arbund a biz fire
and had music made on drums and deer rattles around the legs,
nd sang. He hnd logs for seats, '

The first church huiit near us w~s the 3aptist Church in

[ “
Sulshur Bend. '
There were five wiite mén who came with our tribe but téey

izd Tamil'es and were settled near us,

3

Nr. Pratt,-the Agent often stayed with us for weeks at e
time. Journeycake who lived on Ligﬁtning Creek was the first
S.ief and my father was the second Chief.

My mother and fether's other wife died onl& about a year

apart, so father moved .us.all to his house and got an Iﬂdian

v
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JJather married a white woman named Julia Hall,
stilI living or was a conle of ye~"rs ago near Sk

-

I think she has married a Mexicanw

N~ ~~

My half-sister Julia I think is still livin

33 years old,

R Y

-~

In the fall of 1380, I married rachel Bowsmen, & white.” ™

s

~ay

womdn who had come to Indian Territory when she was six years

oy

J

old; which would be in 1870, They had lived arsind Vinita an”

" afton 4. e were married by T, J. hcGhee Sr., Clerk of the

.

7rerckee Iribe, at his home on Cowskin Prairie at Dodge, His

home burned before I got my merriage certificate so we have

P

never had any. Je went to live on a vart inthe old p»lace on
Grand diver end h-d twelve children, eifht of them crew up md
seven are sti4l living. We farmed and things went all right for

-

on home, that it would not hurt it. I did and lost it, so I

moved to liemi uwoout fifteen years aJo.

v

ihen they vwere building the railroad .from Niami to afton

s

in 1900, I had’thr-= big mule teams and hauled sﬁpplies from

w1271 to Afton for $he men. They had two camps, one on Zoal.-

Jreek and one -at the Sulphur Spring on Horse' Creek.

e 1-n: time, then rvhen I needed money, they told me to put mortgage
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I hauled notatoes, Jbacon, fliour etc. One dey 2t hiami, the

[}

banks of the:Neosho-mere slick, end as I h=d a load with bacon

o
)

on to0p 77 the load, I had to -ive a man 35,00 to pull me up

0

-yae bank. o

M :r "'_
Lal it DV
.
.

Iy father died when he was 77 years old and is bariad
- . '.1“{,{
A Lok 42 . vt
in rrave yord in nistuyre known us the wasain~ton Sravey:rd,
._li N
e h's big stome and on it a picture »f him driving & vuffalo.

M.e alberty Jgraveyard nesr hus severcl sollier «areves in i%.
cowell Black pov lives on our old home plece./

or's Jashington still hes a ¢ood memory end is very active
for -ne O his age., He h:s a lar-e and go-d serden, e nice

flocr of w.ite lezharn zhiskens &nd & zo00d Jersey Cow end lives

n er2ll very modest house vhich he owns.” Thus fe san. his wife

Pl
i

.ro mesing:: vtheilr deys bri~htene vy visi Trow o sone of thed
ra nrgsinge their days hri~htened by visits fros some of their

3

coiliren each days,.

L}

iis most »orized possession is a very handes e beade
A} ,

o}

i8]
Q
<
e

=

a2 ~

that his Mot r mode for his father and he wore it on his trip
to Julifornie. It consists of a broad pend =i-lt or ten inches

“ide und re.ches from the wajst over the shoulder zand dwn to

sie waist in front and the tobncco niuch is under the arm between

<

“'e two ends. The works is beautiful and in an exceilent stuge
. \

(&
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of ,reservation., He also had a gourd rattle wrapped up

gith it.



