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GEORGE flfcshlNGTOII'S VAUlSA

fiiy Grandfather l ived a t Sandusky Ohio, but I do not

knew his name, I only.'<no\v that he was in Vlashington, i), C.

once and ta lk ing to r r e s i a e n t ..achinrton'J told him t h i t he

had a son and when being asked his name, he t o ld him tha t

he-did not have a name and Washington to ld Him to name him

(the child) for hin^ so he did and my f a the r was nsmed George

.('ashin -ton. ^ a t e r , tne pres ident sen t my'-father a sraall s u i t

of clothes.

^fter m^pe'-op'le's •r€mov-a-l"%o-KfeSsas..aii.d-i!x.Qm t.he time

that I csn-remember, we l ived <'t i 'ort loevenv/orth, where my

father ovrned and r a n a bi~ h o t e l . Wiy of the s o l d i e r s

stayed vfith him. Lly f a the r was a ^qernr.ent I n t e r p r e t e r and

spoke "and understood a l l languages except the 'h rokee, which

he said ..as t he hardest t o l e a r n . The Governni°jit paid him

•Y200.00 per month in gold. In the oeminole .-ar in F lor ida he

•-vss \i th General Taylor and the Indians wou^d not shoot him

for he vore a shev/1 over h i s head. They oould see him and

knew tha t he was Ind ian .
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He accompanied (JameaJFra-iaont on his exploration of

California .in 1348. Fremont had seventy-five Indians

with him and they suffered many hardships, lack of water,

and-at one ti.TB they v/ers forced to k i l l th<?ir horses ana

.nules end eat them -:nd were i\ the l a s t forced to eat even

the leather sk i r t s of their saddles, Hfois hard t r i p , to-

^eth-^r with the s t r a in on the eyes, cvosed my father to QO

blind shortly "a f t - r , -so after his return to Leaven v;orth , he

iraae no more long t r i p s , but he hed l o t s of moneys He had

a shot sack fu l l of gold pieces fives, two and a h-lf. t»ns,

tve.ities, f i f t i e s . IJ, was heavy. «»lso he had great staoks

of greenbacks, t ied in bundles ,so hi :h (here &r. .feshington

measured about Ihree or four inches between his hands).

%-father had Jrraowiyes. I..y mother was a fullblood and

f*ere were six of us children by her,, • My s i s t e r Sarah

(ujr ied Rogers), Frank, John, Albert, Jim and myself. My

iiiOth r ' s name was -iuantidia. The children by the other w^re,

J i l l , Jh-r ley, Hi ley, Ed, and J u l i a .

'e a l l lived in the b i s hotel .

LIFE iit 1H"J .-'CRT.

i/hen I'.vas l i t t l e , the soldiers used to Tut up nickels* <!*
. /

and diinss on we ds or s t icks for me to shoot a t vith an arrow. •
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The Fort was a' big brick building surrounded by- high rock

fence and four gat.es in the fence, oametimes the so ld ie rs •

v/ould t i e blankets together and help each other over-the

fen5e, set out and s teal geese, turkeys, lambs a n d ^ i g s .

S ome ti ma s jwh en the soldiers1 time had come to au i t , the

officers would se t barrels of \«hiskey in, the fells and le.t

then have a l o t to drink and while they were drunk ~et them

to sign again and in th i s ./ay keep them.

kajor Price was killed here. They cjpened the gates

and when they re re close they shot from the fort and ki l led

him and many of them with hir.:. They just dug a big round

hole and pat a l l that were ki l led in i t* They gave my

father Major Pr ice ' s horse. I t was a bip black with xhree

and was shot through the nose, kr ter you could

hs r him breathe as he made a noise because of this hole.

I.lr. Prat t was the Government ^gent and he gave my

- ffcther much money, one day I saw him'give him $400.00 in

STAG:.

l>iy fa ther ' s hotel wa where the hack started from on

its t r ip to Fort Gibson. The horses were kept a t our place

and I was alv/ays around, watching them get ready to s ta r t
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and watching to see them come *in, They drove big mules

to a long bodied hack rather than wagon and two soldiers

always went, one to drive and the other sat in the haok

with a musket and six-shooter. The mail was carried in

big leather pouches with groat locks and was "just behind

the driver* There were seats for passengers and they

usually had sGme, seldom more than four.

I knew a l l the drivers and wanted to go with them,

so one day, I got a ohanc?, slipped away and want with

them far one t r i p , ue came across f i r s t to Fort. Scott ,

Kansas, then to Baxter Springs, south of Baxter Springs we

crossed Sprang River, and the Neosho at the Mose Pooler Ford

about two miles mostly east and a l i t t l e south of Miami

and at Trott Place, run by 3111 and Harden, ?/e changed

horses again. In fact we changed at every stop, The

horses were harnessed and ready for us and as soon as we

drove up the raen began to unhitch, the other horses were

waiting and quickly-hitched to our haok. .';hile this-was

being done, the mail sack for that place was thrown out,

more t,aken on, i f any, and we were off on a run again.

We drove a l l night. No stops to sleep* The Trott plaoe
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was just a long shed of a place and east of *fton, six

miles south and east on Horse Creeko

From here to Fort Gibson, where our t r ip was aided,

m rested and got the mail that had come in from Fort

Smith and south and started hone ward. The hack had a top

on i t and curtains that could be let down.

One thing before I leave the old Fort l i fe ; We had

blacksmith shops and I remember the blacksmith here. His

name was Mundy. I played around his shop. One day he was

out'hunting and he set his gun down,, the trigger caught and,it

wait off and shot his whole head off. Just nothing left of

i t . ' _ ' * ' •

RELCVAL TO INDIAN TERRITORY.

I was t e n or alven years old when we s t a r t e d .here. U©

came in Government wagons' and brought l o t s of stock with u s .

% father gave, t remember, #400.00 for a big bay team before

TO s t a r t ed , paid for them in go ld . ' >ie did not keep them long

. for »af ter we s e t t l e d on Grand River , they got into the lake

and vere both drowned. Vy fa ther brought with him two 'yolks

of s t e e r s , t h i r t y - f i v e horses and aighteen head of c a t t l e . >

•There were seaenty-f ive of us and the *gent Mr. P r a t t c a s a X
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with us . We had to stay at Humboldt Kansas.a month beoause

of the ice,v5*iioh was breaking up-dangerous to cross, so we

cane Jfere to Miami in the early spring. I do not know why

we were brought to Grand River to l ive as most of the

Delaw&res were set t led around 3ar t lesvi l le and Oaney. I

am a registered Delaw re , viiat'ever tha t means, and I am

told that a s i s te r and myself and perhaps one other are a l l

the registered Delayer es that are s t i l l l iv ing. • vfe brought

stoves, things for the' houses, and impireiiient to farm with.

My father bought from Moses'Albetty, land three miles south

and four Mies east of Eairland. There was an old field

here about one-hundred acres, the fence had been burned and

there were the skeletons of negroes laying around over i t '

that had been kil led in the. war, I think by Stand .'fctie.

The bones did not neve any flesh but were a l l s t i l l to -

gether. There were a lo t i.ore in a cave near by. Just a

cave that forked t h i s way (here he spread two fingers apar t ) ,

i/e lead my fathei around and he picked up the bones and as

he did not want the stook to get to them, he had a big hole

dug and we put a l l of the bones in and covered them up.

J3y father buil t two log houses with fireplaces about
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four hundred yards apart for his families. The one where

h' lived had a large room, two aide rooms and an a t t i c .

Ours had a lerge room, one side room\nd a t t i c and building

in the ysrd that we used as a smoke-house and aftorw rd« to

cook in. I went to school very l i t t l e , we did not think i t

necessary, father had plenty»of Money, we did not think

that i t could ever give out. ..e began to farm rais ing corn,

Indian corn and ,,-heat. The wheat was threshed *6'y piling i t

out on sheets (They were big Government ones) then we would

ride the horses round and round over i t . The white Indian

corn wr.s called "Flour ^orn" and was ground into flour; also

we would plait the stalks and leaves of th i s into great long

strings. • liver see any? I t also made fine roasting ea r s .

having lots of horses and not m\xnh to do, '<* had e

500a time—would go to and have races near ho^e, ana fished

with a government seine given my father by l.ir. Pra t t ,

ooraetimes ,spiked them with an arrow, .about four o'clock

was the best time to fish as then you co.ld see their backs

in the water as they cane up to feed. Later we had fish

ir&fz. I have caught the sturgeon fish that weighed 150

pounds in trar>.
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,- At first, we "'ould take a team and *-;o to Baxter

S'-rings arid bring hone a wagon load of food and supplies.

'He also ^ot our nail there. Later, ̂ e sometimes went to

'jhetopa Kansas, an ' after Seneca, Lissjouri, was there we

went-there, 7/e h^d our "'heut ground at -he grist mill ne-r-

by. •

'Je had government doctors when I was small; however^ after

w<? c-.me here our r.other m.a:le a fart of our medicine from roots

and1 herbs f'hat she would gather and fix.

Having no churches, 've went to Caney to our stomp dance

which was our r°.y of worshipping* ,/e danced arbund a bi:3 fire

and had music made on druns and deer rattles around the legs,

'md sang. ",Yo hnd lô js for seats.

The first church built near us «7"s the Baptist Church in

Sulphur,Bend.

There were five white men who c-w.e wifh our tribe but they

h?.d families and ?jere settled near us.

Mr. Pratt, the .agent- often stayed with us for, ̂ eeks at £

time. Journeycake who lived on Lightning Creek was the first

y.lcf and my father was the second Chief.

My mother and father*s other wife died only about a year

apart, so father moved .us -all to his house and got an Indian
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woman to keep h*use for U3. We only had her a year when

.father married ,a white v/oman named Julia Hall . She is

stiLL l iving or 7»as a couple of ye-irs a/30 near Skiatook.

1 think she has married a Mexican*

jfoly ha l f - s i s to r Julia I think is s t i l l l iving.. 3he is
1

33 years o l d .

I In t h e f a l l of 1380, I m a r r i e d ' R a c h e l 3owsman, a w h i t e - " ' •_.

woiii'̂ n ?/ho had come t o I nd i a n T e r r i t o r y v.'hen she wa.t> s i x y e a r s
1 '' •.. • > '

old: which would be in 1870, They had lived around H n i t a an*

Afton t . le were married by T. J. LcGhee %r. f Clerk of the

Cherokee Tribe, at his home on Gow$kin Prair ie at Dod£:e, His

home burned before I got my marriage cer t i f ica te so we^lnve

never had any. tie went to l ive on a part of /the old place on

Grand "ttver'and h-.d twelve children, eirht of them t*rew up and

seven are s t i l l l iv ing. We farmed and things went a l l rir;ht f©r

2 lonj time, then rhen I needed money, they told me to put mortgage

on home, thst i t would not hurt i t . I did and lost i t , so I -

moved to 1*1 ami ii.>out fifteen years a^o.

.'/•hen they were building the railroad .from Miami to Aft on

in 1900, I had'thr^e big mule teams and hauled supplies from

'•ia-ii to Afton for" the men. They had two camps, one on Coal.-

'Iroek and one at the Sulphur Spring on Horse' Greek*
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I hauled potatoes, .bacon, flour e tc . One dry at Li ami, the

banks of the-Neosho-^ere s l ick, and as I had a load ?>ith bacon
i*' *

on top of the load, I 'had .to ,-ive a man v5.00 to pull me up

• &:ie b a n k . .;, t

My father died wlien he was 77 years old and is buried

in T-'.ve y-rd in TJ :s1juire known :ss the (7ashin--ton 3ri/ey^rd.
• ' " •

I:e lv s bi;: stone and on i t a picture of him driving a buffalo.

T.e .-liberty Graveyard near has several sol i ior graves'in i t .

J o^-eli Black pov lives on our old hone p iece . /

Lr. ./ashin.^ton s t i l l h-;s a rood mr^ory cr.d is very active

for -.lie of his age. He his a lar~-e and go^d garden, a. nice

flock of vr.ite leghorn c'raokons and a ^ood Jersey dow and lives

Ln r r i l l very modest h^use vhich he owns." Thus lie an-. lUs WTife

•j'* pissir.f1 uhPir days bri~htensd by v i s i t s fro:.; S.TIG of their

cr.iiiren each day»

His most prized possession is a very h&nd?.-;.e beaded pouch]

that his vvnf.v r mole for his f-.ther and he -'ore i t on his t r i p

to 'tiiifornia. I t consists of a broad oar/i ei-iit or ten inches

•••Me ind re- ches from the waj/st over the shoulder and down to

the 7<aist in f n n t and the tobacco p rach is under the arm between

t1 e tv:o ends. The works is beautiful and in an excellent stags'
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of ^reservation. He also Had a gourd rattle wrapped up

with it.


