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Interviever, GCrace Kelley; . g fﬂr”"'

o July 21, 193%.

Interview with 3tella Aalker
Fifteenth and Corporati n Sis.,

-~ Henryetta, Lxhahoma, -
forn v¥ood Cgunty, Chio,
Parents Phineas Roberts,~Ohio.

' 1tiss Spurbank, Ohio,
~

”s ~ ’

In July 1894, we left the Cherokee Strip for Texas

ﬁ
When we arrived »t the South Canadien River we found it

had been up on a big rise and ée had %0 camp untii it

went down. Two"ygung men were camped'there. ‘They had bcen
shearing sheep on the north side of the river somewhere and
héd e lightef wegon, that is, their wegon wasn't loaded as
guch as ours, ..hen the water was down so thet

e could cross, the erossine was washed out end everyone
‘knows the South.éagadian River {s dangerous with quicksand,
They made a qrpséiﬁé in this way. Thefe were five men, these
sheep shearéfs, my husbsnd and iis iwo brothers, and. they

knéw quicksand and how to hendle. 1t. They looked ¢the wriver

over end decided upon the best place o cross, them they

~
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fEn acroaa'the river and pushed st kes in the sand to meke
a prth 80 they would come back over the exact yoy tHey

went., By not qtopninp thoy .ere aufe but they would heve

been pulled under if tx«ey had stopped. The men ran back

ana”rqrtb until the sand was Ppacked enough tu got the
hornea and the lighter wagon on to it and 1t w29 aafoly
qroesed over ,nd then they brought the team b&nx. Then
they hitched both %ea@s to our wngon. 4wo men rode ihef‘

3 rode |,
lead teamz : eﬁaregaek the other had & aaddle~

-t

¢ of the 4hearers rode 1n the wagpn\ggf\grove and the

- [ ~

~“ZT§9 sand was 80 strong thot 1t pulled the wagon end tesms

_tipstream and the men were pulling ‘tham downstream as hard .

és’fyew ccﬁid foi,tﬂeyhknew thét-ifuthdy’gﬁt.ohtside of
the stakes they vere lost. The rorse that had the saddle
on did get 6*@5}&%, /;z".iéwd horse, and it vas
turned qléér overﬂ‘throgf £ the mdn between the horaes.'

~

ne had his ‘Teet 4n the stir

and couldu't get them loose

to Jump. One of the men on foo‘ rrabhaed him and. Jerked

him out. Ho vas aick for three weeﬁé\rrom his fack being

AN
N

wrencyed when he w&% pulled out. They gs

afoo} I was in the _wagon with my baby girl.
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somehow and we got on acrégs the river miihout further

trouble, When we got 0 the other side tho sheep shearer’

L3

. ’ ~ '
surely"bswled out"tre one in the ‘wa.on for sere-ming.

They sai& I screcmed. I don't-kaow ‘what I did. I gueas

I did sorerm for I vas 8o seered. The sheep shéarer

”r

said he was not surprised when the young womnn scresmed

(I‘was sixteen) but men were suppused to remain ceslu in .

e

Lorder to hetter think what to do to get cut of whatevér
« bl
troutle they were in.

- = Irip to Indfen territory.

| Ye first came to the iﬁdian'Territory 1. 189: from =
‘rkansas, The last town =e ﬂzsﬁéd was 31loem Sprines,
hrkansas. . There was no stcre ngr river whére we came .
into the territory but the treé3~were btlazed to shan
«here the line was, There were no towns nor stores vhere
we could buy“oﬁr stuff end so wé had to t ke i1t with ;B
from ﬁrkansés. & made our aecbnd triﬂ in 1893. ﬁé
stopped on the Lorth Fork of the Cimarron River in the
Che;ogge‘Strgp '

e et e

“onetville., .

’

A Cherokee Indian, by the name o}\igggt,’ﬁaé a stors

and a post office in his home and.they eclled 1t Senmtville.

t
3
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'The Arkahé%a River”wns hetween it and “ulse. There was
no griat mill.nor anything there except tha store. They
rvaighﬁed groceries and aupplles erM'Tulsa which was,

sixtyurive niles away. One tﬁne mhen they went for suppliea

”~ r

the Arkansas §1ver got up and %hqy were waterbound and
could rot gat back. «we were out of ﬁlogr for four &ays.

Nobody around there hed spy Tlour. e !oucht £194r in
- -~ hundred -pound barrels and an& oﬁhet'timé we bouiﬁ haﬁe borrov-
ed soms &3 we had meizibors s ho wouid‘a;wayé:sha§c their -

*

supplies with us..

%wee%gum Tree ! Ont.
o |
+ Shis is | bhero<ee voat that. the e made te crnss
§ -
the river in esch uay to go to 'and. from “heir *er‘ Lhey

carrying
‘also used it for/provisions. ;hey ould auﬁ a q"cet~um

" tree~and leave- i1 as large as\thay could at one end; The

other end wayharrowed dowm until it ras abo&t -8 foot aeross. /;},

.

Thqy o0k & foot adz LO heollow it out f>\ v

P,
e
=

the big end for s soat and ) uoard aas Tut 8cross the center
! b2

oo fﬁ? anothér seat. %0 men crossed the%rivar whén 1t was

-benk full with a bale o hay, flour groceries, syrup, e

-

while I stood on. the bank watching and fe ring that thqy

~
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would be drowned. Tgéy took the boat away upatgagm'ao

it could drift with the'cufrent and'keﬁt righting the

current until the:,: finmy @0t to the lending. ‘

They vere clearing land for peoplé who were‘;blé to |
pay-and were also makiﬁg posts and reils. ,une'day my,brotﬁerf
in-law decided to see if this hort could be turmed over |

°Put no matter how. hard he«tried it wouldn't turn over. He
even stood on one aide;of edge,agd justfmadé—it aip &
little water, . b ?& .
. e ?lonéqy House and furnizdra%b

~ .0ur house' was of logs, ten by twelve fest, W

clapboerd roofa ,
; * 6 had_two beds in tie corner. They put a pole for

the outside_foot'pdst.‘ Poles werc fagtened to thé wells and
to tpis ﬁbqt for the r ils and anothg; wns fgstenéd to the
walle “lats were made and laid close together, orossways.
‘nother bed wﬁ#made—between that one and the reof. Steps

were nailed on tge post and eslled "Jecob's Ladder? Ve had

two wagon-sheets end we folded one on each bed and put

good featherbeds on that. .Tﬂt eross pleces were so close .

- ‘ the cross piecces

together thet they kept the bed fxom sinking 'Sé%’@ée’x‘i/{n‘g‘”f“

-
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being uncanfortebld? My husbend, little girl end I slept -
on the lower beil end my husbend's two broéherﬂfept o
the upper ox_xé. A lot of jpcople Mhad that kidd éf ved.

- My firast bed gprings -Were ‘bo.ught tw:entj years agoe;
'_ I 'héd one csne bottomed chair that ‘someone had 'atuek on .'
the wagon vhep we Yeft irkansas so I co;xld_ hold the baby.
mo_xjé comfortebly when we were.camped. Uur other chairs-
" were blocks for gtools. ' |

Ma,larig. ?

%e were living on my brother-in-law's claim which hed
twelve or fif{‘éen walnud t:reés on it. Une treés was four B
feet broad. Ve could not stay here for we' vere ’allicfhitlli‘.ng.

My brother-ig\a-iaw traded his ;.laim for a, horse ax;d
wagon and tén dollers to buy -greceries éo: get out of the
co'untr&. He had /péi&i a doliar Tor a. pre-emptién. If in
twelve mo‘nths';'ﬁerson ¢ecided _ize didn't 1ike. the cé.aim he
had-"éot’ten he could let somJa.bé:dy else have 11: andéet )
enother, as he wouldn't lose his homestead’ rights. That
was gll chenged later, though. _

o I never sev a doctor whiie therefbu'r. there was one-

across the river. The “alker men worked for ;hi,zg‘:?w’; This
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. dctor left eve:;y 11ttle while and went' back where he ceme
from, fhen he came back to this country he would pey 1:11%31
men who hed been working for him with mest, flour snd meal
that he Hed brought back with him. This doctor Was later
Sent to the foan for stealing this stuff. «

Upening of the Chemkeé ?trip.

Al Walker told me this'story. :'ﬁ;s.t before the opening,
people were camped or& th«:s bed of th‘e Cimarron River in the
middlelwl;er;) the send was dry. If a "rise".in the ri;r
suddenly had came,' and 1t atd often, it vi'onld‘have drowned

" these cempers like sets for they had taken theéir horses
out on the send hills where there was grass for them to .

~.eat and 1t wc'm:td have bees impossible for them ‘to‘get ‘out L
without thei;' horses. | |

i man dug a well and t.t‘zilt‘a wateriI}g t-ough and .%“
chr rged five cents for washing a person’s han/d’s and face
yhere eighteen‘ or twenty hbpses v;ere dr:inkiné. 5 the
horses drenk the water in which these pe’ople' ;vashed the

_man got paid for it two times. He s0ld water by the bucket

and berrel. This water was used by the pgople for weshing

e e e — -
el et RN S S
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clothes and for watering their horses dut I vannot remeamdber

’

the priées they(pgad.for this water.’

(\ . Tulaa, 1892,

On our first trip we located on some Creek Indian

S

land}sieven miles out from Tulsa. te didn't have to pay
any/%ax but were told we could live there, build a log
. / . .

hoﬁse and meke esny improvements we wanted to,‘stay.as long

7

|
+0 the owners of the land. There was a railroad there in

A

Tulsa, but it was a small town snd did not have s cotton

aé we wanted, btut when vwe left the improvements !elonged

-

gii for there vss not any cotton raised eround there.

Mr. Valker was not farming but was working for other people.
I dfd not go into town very o?ﬁen and then just went to

the sforég%EB"ﬁid not get acquainted with enyone. I do
remember seaihé the Cpief‘buﬁ I don't know his neme. He

had white eyes and was black as a negro but snyone could

Ttell by his—festures_thal he was en Indian. - °
- -_h’\‘—\“——— S——

»

—

e e e e e s
. .

Crene Ranch.
Yhen we lived there pn-the Indien's land we had no -

-

fencea. One of the sows belonging to ¥his Indien hed little
pigs. The sow would bring them into our yard end lie in .

pA

p
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the shade end let these little pigs suck. She was 80
gentle th-.t my little girl would play with the little pias

’ 5
while they were eating.

"6 decided to go back tu Arkeansas but my husband's
brother, 41, was going to stay unfil the opening of the v
Cherokee Strip. \‘

V“hen we left we passgd‘the Cran; anch to také Al
Walker his clothes #nd suitcase. Mr. ¥alker saw thié old
sow end hef pigs in their pen. 1ihe thieves had cut .the
éars off of the pigs. They did not cut tnéﬁpld 30Ws ears
pff while Vr. alker was there gutfit was our cpinion thet
they did -after he‘was'gone, for; as the aow had-the Indian's .
brand oﬁ her ears they yould be afruih:thét ¥r. “alker
wouid tell on them.- Thelr brand was to tut all of toth
esrs off. ~That was a regular rogue's brané. Ly cutéing
poth'earé off they could steal any hog snd destiroy the
"ears and nobody could identify the hog. That brend was
never used by respeétable people. The orane Rgnth was the

orly one in there snd it was a "side camp™; theilr 6ther

ranch was uine or ten miles Trom ?ulsa. They had lots of e

-

N
L\
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cattle =nd hogse Mr,. ualke% said if he ever saw oné of
~thé'hogs belonging to Crené’after that he would be temptea
to ki1l 1t and eat i£ bﬁt we were going out and didn't -
come dback éo that prrt of the country. Crane just got rich
by robbi?g the Iegiaygg
S 4 :orked ¢t [ort Supply in 1886,
v A8 tol - “Wis wife by James ‘‘alker,
Stelle ?alkep,ngryetta, : '

Fort Supply was a Covernmept ;ost vhere James Walker
‘worked vhen he was twenty-one years old. He rode a pasture
11#9 rart of the time and carried a.pack trein. H§ had
féur horses which were loaded with groceries gnd éﬂothef
horse~whicﬁ hé rode. He drove the others to éhe side camp
where other m;an_wh; vers Also w;arking for the Government ' \

re cutting _xéo&d and meking hay which wes later freighted
“back-fo the post. His brother,~A1; had a four.mule train with %
whid%%'hauled agy and feeﬁlas they had quite s ?iﬁ of |

gtock at the Fort. ZEverything was slower then because -

there were nc good roads.
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TRFIESY-
¢
I remember when «e first went.into 0ld Okiahoma.

It had béen ‘opened longer than the rest o! the country and’
the roads went straight morth end south or else straipht
‘sast and west. Tihe turﬁs viere sharp cox"ne;'s. I had been
used to going on roads that cugithréugh the country

the shortest wey end yot woulc go sround the high hil&s,
and find the,ea;iesﬁ éay to cross the streams. We never
hed gone on struight roads until then; they had been more

winding.



