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Interviewer, Grace Keliey;*
^ July 21, 1939,

Interview *i th i t e l l a Yialker,
Fifteenth and Qorporatii n ">ts.,

<•-• Henryetta, tk&ahoma.<
food County, Ohio.

Parents Phineas Roberta .'
Kiss ^purbank, Ohio,

In July,1894, we l e f t the Cherokee S t r ip for Texas.

When v/e arrived "t the South Canadian River we found i t

had been up on a big r i s e and we had to oatap u n t i l i t

went down. Two young men were camped there• They had been

shearing sheep on the north side of the r iver somewhere^ and'

had a l igh te r v*agon, that i 3 , the i r wegon wasn't loaded as

ipuch as ours* when the water v/as down so that

"^e ccmld cross, the crossing was washed out and everyone

knotra the South Canadian River i s dangerous with quicksand.*

They Bade a crossing in tJL'is way. There were five men, these

sheep shearers, xay husband and his t^o brothers, and- they

knew quicksand and how to hand le . i t . They looked the r iver

over and decided upon the best place to cross, then they



-2- 442

FALSER, •BTELM^&'i'ERVIEW. / ' -6810

3R across 'the river and pushed stakes in t,he aand to make

a pnth so. they. w>uld ootee ba«k over the exact y/ay tfiey

went. By not s topping they . ere safe, but they would have

been pulled under IT ti ey had stopped. The men ran bade

anclTQjPt̂ i unti l the aand was ̂ packed, enough to get the
*

horses and the lighter wagon on to 'it and i t v.as aafoly

over end then tney brought the team baf&k:. Then

they hitched botn t̂e&ras to our vingpn,- 'nvo men rode the
' rode , • - ' •

lead team: ; one7^«re^aolc,the other had a saddle* ..

of the shearers rode in the wojo^anrf drove and the

^foo[. 1 wa-> in the,tttgon «ith my baby g i r l .

•' The sand waa ao strong thnt i t pulled the wagon and tennis

iipstreett and the men were pulling thorn downs treaw as hard •

as they could for tneyvJai©*.' that if they got-ou^iside of

the stakes thejP were,lO3t. The hoise that had the saddle

on did get cfats.idft, it1 .as_a_lead horse, and i t vas

turned cle'nr over, throwii^e the mdn between th9 hordes,

lie had his ' feet in the stirruiWand couldn't get them loose

to 3urap* One of the men on fooTJ\sr«bbod him and-Jerked

him out. Ho v.as sick for three weekV.frora his back being

wrenched when he w«4 pulled out. They 0o\H^° horse out
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somehow and we got on across the riv< r without further . '

trouble• When we got td the other side tho sheep shearer

9urelyMb«iwled outnthe one in the 'wa.̂ on for screaming.

They said I acreamad^ I donft-know what I did. I guess

I did sorerm for I vras so scared. The sheep shearer'

said he was not surprised when the young wonlnn screamed

(-1 vies sixteen) but men/-were supposed to .remain colm in r

rorder to be t te r think what to do to get out of whatever •

trouble they were in .

- rJ=~~ Trip to Indian territory.

We first came to the fndi^n Territory lu 169L from

"rkansas. The last torm. "R? pissed ??as ^iloam 3printst^

Arkansas.. , There was no store nor river v/here we came .

into .the territory but the trees were blazed to show '

.ihere the line was* There were no towns nor 3tores where

tie could buy our stuff and so we had to t ke i t with us

from Arkansas. e made our second tr ip in 1893. We

stopped on the North Fork of the Cimarron Hiver in the

Cherokee Strip _L__

^enetville. ' " •

A Cherokee Indian, by the name ojN^ot^h'ad a stora

and a post office in his home and they celled i t Senatville.
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te Arkansas Eiver >ms between i t and Tulseu There

np'jgrist mill nor anything there except the store. They

•fifeighted groceries and supplies froufTulsa tfhich ^as,

sixty-five mile's aftcgr. One time v/hen they rent for supplies

the Arkansas fiiver got up and they w6re tfaterbound and

could rot get back. ;',e were out o-f S'loip* for four daya.

Nobody ai-ound there had any flour-, ,*<e ' curfit flour in

hundred -pound barrels and any other f.i&e we .could *iave bprrow-

ed some" as we had neicihbors >ho would always >he£e their '

supplies with us. • -

Tree Boat* " ' .."
' 9 , . . ' '

Is a Cherokee boat-that, the en made to cross.. -•

the river in each day to go to land. froifl their \ orlc. They'
jBsrryittg . ^

also used i t for/provisions* ihey >.6uld cat-a sn-estgum,- •

tree and leave i t as large^ as,they <jould at o-nc cjid; Th'eP

other end wagfaorro^ed down until I t was 'about-a foot across*
* v ' - * ' . — — * •

They took a foot adz to hollos i t o^^JjbsvinsT^^Tleeo oh

the big end for % soat and * board wajjjput across the center
. ' • • ' *

for another sent, TWO men crossed the'iriyey T?hon it1 was
* • * . . • • •

bank .full with a bal̂ e of hay, flour, groceries, syrUp, •-
. * - ' • • : , ' •' ':. v '

^ I stood on. the bank .watching and fe.iring that .they"
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be drowned. They took the boat \away upstream ao

i t could drift with the current and kept fighting the

current until they finally got to the landing.

They were clearing land for people who were able to

pay and were also making posts and ra i l s , one day my,brother

in-law decided to see if this ho.» t could b© turned over

.but no matter how.hard he tried i t wouldn't turn over. He

even stood on one side or edgefand juot'made i t dip a

l i t t l e water. , , . •
• . • ^

Pioneer House and Furoitufceu

-Our house" was of loga» ton by twelve feet, w

clapboard

e had two beds in the corner. 'l"hey put a pole for

the outside foot post. Poles were fastened to the v?f,jis and

to this poit for the r i l s and another was fastened to the

wall* "lats were made and laid close together, orossways*

rnother bed wa^made-between that one and the roof. 3teps

were nailed on the post and cnlled "Jacob's Ladder?: We had

two wagon-sheets and we folded one on each bed and put
good foatherbeds on t h a t . T A cross pieces were so d o s e •'

jthe cross pieces
together thot they kept the bod from sinking betweea/end >
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being uncomfortableT My husband, l i t t l e g i r l and I s lept -

on the lower bed and my husband's two brothers«slept in
\.< - - v • •

the upper one* A lot of ̂ people had that'kiiid of bed.

Ity f i rs t bed springs were bought twenty years ago.*

I had one oane bottomed ch&£r that someone had stuck -on

the wagon whe& we left Arkansas so .1 could hold the baby,

more comfortably when we were ^eamped. Uur other chairs

were blocks for stools.

. • Mal&rla.

V.e were living on my brother-in-law's claim which had

twelve or fifteen walnut trees on i t . One tree was four _,

feet, broad* We coul£ not stay here for we were a l l chilling.

% brother-in-iaw traded his claim for a,horse and

wagon and ten dollars to buy groceries to get out of the

country. He had paid a dollar for a pre-emption. If in

twelve months a person decided he didn't l ike. the claim he

had gotten he could le t somebody else have i t and get

another, a* he wouldn't lose his homestead rights. That

was a,ll changed later , though,
I never saw a doctor while there but there was one-.

across the river. The ".alker men worked for him,
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40ctor le#t every l i t t l e while and went back where he came

from, tfhen he came back to this country he would pay the

men. who had been working for him with meat, flour and meal

that he Had brought back with him. This doctor was la ter

sent to the pen for> stealing tbia stuff. -

Opening of the Cherokee s t r i p .

Al Walker told, me this story. Just before the "opening,

peoDle were camped on. the bed of the Cimarron R iyor in the

middle where the sand was dry. If a "rise".in the river

suddenly had come, and i t did often, i t would have drowned

these campers like x'ats for they had taken their horses

out on the sand h i l l s where there was grass for them to .

^veot and i t would have"been impossible for them to get out

without their horses*

i man dug a well and t u i l t a watering t'ough and

charged fivfe cents for washing a person*s hands and face

#here eighteen or twenty hopses were dri&king. AS the

horses drank the water in which these people washed the

man gpt paid for i t two times. He sold water by the, bucket

and barrel. This water was used by the people for washing
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clothes and for aotering their horaes but luannot remember

the prices they paid for this water*

. Tulaa, 1892. . .

On our first trip we located on some Creek Indian •

land eleven miles out from Tulsa. We didn't have to pey

any/tax but Were told we could live there, build a log

house and make any improvements we wanted to,* stay as long

as we wanted, but when we left the improvements Velosged

to the owners of the land. There was a railroad there in

Tulsa, but ii was a small town and, diet not have a cotton

giM for there V.BS not any. cotton raised around there.

Mr. Walker was not farming but was working for other people.

I did not go into t o w very often and' then just went to

the stores so did not get acquainted with anyone. I do

remember seeing the Chief but I don*t know his name. He

had white eŷ es and .was black as a negro but anyone could

tell"by~hts-f-ea^ures_Jbhal he T?as an Indian.

Crane Ranch.
When we lived there on the Indian's land ve had no

fences. One of the sows belonging to this Indian had little

pigs. The sow would bring them into our yard and lie in

\
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the shade and let these little pigs suck. She was so
>

gentle th-,t ny l i t t l e g i r l would play with the l i t t l e piga

while they were eating.

Ve decided to go back tti Arkansas but my husband's

brother, Al, was going to stay un^Ll ,the opening of the

Cherokee Str ip .

vshen we left we passed the Crane Ranch to take Al

Walker hia clothes 'and suitcase. Mr. Walker saw this old

sow and her pigs in their pen. 1 he thieves had cut,the

ears off of the pigs. They did not cut tfte^pld so^s. ears

off while' Mr* alker was there but i t was our, opinion that

they did after he was gone, for, as the SOY? had the Indian's

brand on her ears they would be afruid- that iir. v.elker

would te l l on them. - Iheir brand was to 'cut a l l of both

e^rs off. *That was a regular rogue*s brand. Ly cutting

both ears off they could steal any hog and destroy the

ears and nobody could identify the hog. That brand was

never used by respectable people. The Crane Kannh was the

br.ly one in there end i t was a "side camp"; their 6ther

ranch was nine or ten miles from Tulsa. They had lots of
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ca t t l e end hogs*; Mr, ..alker said if he' *ev?r aaw one of

the'hogs belonging to Cn-no af ter that he would be tempted

to k i l l i t an£ eat i t but we v/ere going out and d idn ' t

come bade to tha t p r r t of the country. Crano jus t got r ich

by robbing the Ind

t forked ft ; ort Supply in 1886.
.AS to] Ms wife by James '.<alker.

r3tell& Talker^Henryetta f

Fort Supply was a Government Post where James Walker

worked nfoen he was twenty-one years old". He rode a pasture

line part of the time ami carried a peck train* He had

four horses which were loaded with groceries find another

horse which he rode. JJe drove the others to the side camp

where other men who v/ere also working for the Government

.re cutting wood and making hay which was leter freighted

back to th.e post. His brother, -Al, had a four.mule train with
h e • '

whioh/ -hauled aay and feed^ as they "h&d quite 8 bit of

stock at the Fort. Fverything was slower then .because

there were no good roads.
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I remember when *e f i r s t went, into Old Oklahoma,

I t had bcten 'opened longer than the res t or the country and '

the roads went s t r a igh t north and south or e lse s t r a i c h t

"east and west. The turns were sharp corners. I had been

used to going on roads that cut through the country

the shortes t way and yet woulu go around the high h i l l s

and find the eas ies t way to cross the streams. We never

had gojie on s t r a igh t roadu u n t i l then^ they had been more

winding.

451


