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Interview with John Wa-Ka-Qanl ,
Faxon, Oklahoma.

I have lived in Comancus Couuty all o life. I was

?

born near Indiahoma and have lived near Paxon about twenty

years. I cunnot remember anything of my parents. They Q
died when I was very small. I lived wlth aunts and uncles.
A great thing that has helped me all through my life
was that.f learned. to work ﬁhen I was a bor. The older
relatives woﬁld ask us to dn little errands. My.ccusina

v .
‘would not do the tasks but would meke me do it. When but

a véfy ly‘our'xg boy I worked at Hay balers for 10 certs a
day. " S -

1~ The clder Indién; taugﬁt the younger ones to live a
true 1ife. Be true to the Great Sgiri§ which was the man
above the .sun., I was taught to-always de kind té ;ﬁos‘
that aid you and-néver take anything that doesn't belons
’x;“you. If & task is done, we owe it to the éfaat Spirit

for enabliﬁg‘us to do the‘taak:f Always be kind to- Father .

and Mother. Another thing, never make fun of any older
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qggo for wewsomaédaJAmay be ld and make the same .
é?” - . S

‘mistakes -88 they mak@. Never E%ssip about our frxenda,
’ r " /

‘\
alwaya be peaceful and” aJreeph&e, never {ight someone

k4

alseSch}ld; if he‘?ights, geg aaay,geome older fol&s
L3 . -~ r
wil;'protect you. Tnis is the truth, aad %ﬁf_wgy the,
e ? :
S : ’ /.
. Gf%at{Spirit meant for us to live. #e must love ou?/Goq. C /
. , o - .

The great warrior takes hie bow and worke‘glthvit for /
. 4 . . '
| hours and hours, never calling 1t completed uptil it hed a 7
pérfact spring. The bow and arrow ‘has alwaya been pra¢sed ’ ’j
very highly, tor with 1t the Inaiana.have su. pli;d tneir /i/

tgbles a long time.‘ Che bow is kept as a’wpite @an;kappg.- I
his wéabon~' ‘A bow is oiled with a ffno é:g§s§:a9&,teété@.'
often. Huny are kept Jhandy at all iméa so if one faiiéd:
others are réady. ' o ;
The Indians aro always taught'to\alﬁaxp take pfide in
whatever undertaking they might d@, whethex they liked it ’
or mot. If the vask is steried, slay with Lt uatil finished,
, théﬁ‘}ou will get fuli venefit, if you chooéé to be u
‘Sportsman, be a good one. Thinki;g things over, before
3umping in, is the best §Q&icy. \8;119 big and walk away. |
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Up %o this time, comss the white settlements. The

-

Indians are used to outdoor life. ¥e have four geners

ations living among the Indians of today.



