
WALKER, J . ' A . INTERVIEW 8810 359



, I, £i INTERVIEW 8810

A-(S-149)
BIOGRAPHY Kciiv. 360

WuKKS IiiOGR^o AD^mS'IIUriGK
Indian-Pioneer lli«©tory Proj.ct for Oklahoma

//orkor'^naiuo Virgil Oouradv

made on (date) 1O>4

Mr> J . '-'km Walker

•;. :-o..t O."nec Address Alt-us. Oklahoma

3. kcsGidcn.cc address (or location) 807 JBast Broadtray

4, DATS OF BIKTH: Month MoTember Day Year 1874

•o. Place of birth Texas

6. Name of Father >. ff» A. Walker Place of birth Georgia

Otl.er information about father '

7. Kaite of Mother DSYIB Place of birth Texas

Othor information about mother

Uotes-or complete narrative by the i ield worker dt-alin^ v/ith the l i f e and
?tory of the .er^on interviewed. Hof^r to R'ai:u?.l for su'.vostod subject3
and quewti^nc. Continue on blank sheo-tr- if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached ' «



361
WALKER, J. A. INTERVIEW 8810

Virgil Couraey , , ^—\_
October 4, 1937
Interviewer.

Interview with J. A, Walker
807 East Broadway :

Altus, Oklahoma

After graduating from college in 1891, I secured a position

as salesman with the Brown Tobacco Company and my territory included

the Indian Territory through which I have often ridden all day with-

out seeing a dugout. In that way I became familiar with that part

of Oklahoma, I later went into the hardware business in Montague

County,- Texas, and finally decided that the Indian Territory offered

possibilities for one engaged in the hardware business. I believed

that Indian Territory was destined .for a future, and as the, country

settled up there would be an ever increasing demand for my line of

merchandise. So reasoning I decided to move my business to Ryan,

Indian Territory, a court town of some throe or four hundred population.

Although there was some farming around Ryan, most of the country was

ranch land On which thousands and thpusands of heads of cattle grazed.^

Bill Washington had an extensive ranch on Mud Creek, and the Suggses '

had most of the land leased from the 98th meridian to*1 Cache Creek.
* \

Ryan was the county seat of the Chickasaw Nation? and was, as

I had anticipated, ~a good place in"which to run a hardware business.

I began this business In 1897, and had good business from the very

start. I had a stock worth, from $20,000 to $85,000, a large amount of
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iicfi wore ranct. s u p p l i e s , A cons iderab le por t ion^bf m̂  nuh •'• wre

wiudnills ana ha rnes s . ' Good tta^ons acl Tor around V56i .0( uiri o:>.i

binders for ^12L«G0. A team of mules a l s o BO]' for about ^ l i -5 .uc .

ss-ert- v e y fee? housur tj, tlK li;dia Torr i t . - r ; t t i; r.

;,c;o.,;i. i ivua in du^oute which were r a t h e r cr*!d> 1;- r«<i< , i>ut I rt- ^ -b< r

v i.-iuch haa, four roorr.s. The wall? .-on plut-l-r-vvi a; d *.M

ho.._u ia - . ashud a i t h expeL:uv«- f u r n i t u r e , . i i c l u d i M - ^ ^ r d p i u v - ,

>7hi'.-.- loOtivd very odd ir< t h i s s e t t i n g , Thost; vvere J-li»-> da,, c vrhc. &

t, l a t c h s t r i n t ; was on the ou t s ide t*rd uveryone wac1
 WCICOBK to hi a

o If no one was t h e r e a t r a w l e r f s l t f ree to «© In n 6. ru\kts hi .-

f
soil' "t It tut. Thci'v. were no roiids, no bria^.". iv .'. travelers lî d £o

follow trai ls ar.t ford tht.- r iv t ra . • 1 , /

i xiaturally had eonsidarable contact with the Indian^ ax̂ d cane

to under^tar.d them ^uite well, ,uanali Parker »as G good friend of ^«

mine, ar.d used to z<a';£ his su^er can;, west of I.yan. I solo one whol-;.

carload of wire to Bill ».ashin*'ton fur his o./n use, Lut before raany yeelrs

thb country be,:t.n to set t le up and froe ran^e^disap^efiFiid. I thcr. bef^n

carry^^a^lar^er stock of fanii equiptayrit. The Bock Island built into

Ryan in 1889 or 1890 aad aided in the deve lop i t of the country. I

married in 1898 and moved to Altus in 1^04. I an s t i l l enps.-tsd in the

[ ' ' '
hard*var© business, .

*In Io97 .-ty&n was t;ie c u n t y s e t t >f : i c rous oit . ty -: ' r e iiick--
• />tion.- I t w&s- the couxt town of the southern d i s t r i c t -C t h a t .

nation .under j u r i s d i c t i o n o:' Judge Tovmsen. - I n v e s t i ^ e t o r .


