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October 4, 1937 :
Interviewer,
‘ "Interview with J.'A. flalker )

807 Bast Broadway
Altus, Oklahoma

After graduating from collsge in 1891, I secured a position

as salesman with the Brown Tobacco Company and my territory included
the Indian Territory through which I have often ridden all day with;
out seeing & dugout. In that wa§ I became familiar with that'part
of Oklahoma. I later went into the hardware business in Montague
County, Texas, and finally decided that the Indian Territéry offered
possibilities for one engaged in ?he hardware business, I believed
that Indian Territory was destined.for a future, and as tﬁq country
settled up there would be an ever increasing demand for my line of
merchandise. S0 reasoning I decided to move my business to Ryag,
Indian Territory, a court town of some three or four hundred population.
Although thers was some farminé arcund ﬁyan, most of the country was
rancg land 6n which thousands and thpusands of heads of eattle grazed;’f
Bill washington had an extensive ranch on Mud Creek, énd éhe Suggs;s ‘
had most of the land ;eaaed from the 98th meridian to Cache Cresk.

Ryan was the county seat of the Chickasew Nation¥ and was, és
I had anticipated, & good place in"which to run & hardware business.
I began this business in 1897, and had good business from the very

start. I had a stoek worth from $20,000 to $25,000, a large amount of
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wpicn were ranelh supplivs. s~ considerable portionfof my seles wure
rd ' .
windmills ana ha;uess.‘ Good wmgons acl  for around $69 .00 srd  ond -

©
»

tinaers for $12L.00. 4 team of mules alssé 801 for ahand 155,00,

There were ve y few houscs 11 the India Territor bt o w s
;eosic Lived in dugouts which were rather cervde 1 rfecie, tut 1 re « chor

A L
govl.  OLe aich bma, four roums. The walle rore plaste vod ard

hueoo fu..ished sith experusive furniture,. fucludiu.ge ~r ¢ plu.r,
whic. lucked very oad in this setting. Those were ihe da,s whe. e

mun'y latch string was on the outside urd everyonc wasg welcosr Lo his

homu?” I7 no one was there s traveler felt free to ¢ in o4 ¢ rnele hi -
”}

4 -

self gt b we. There werc no rouds, ne brigze s w A travelers had go
) _ ) i
follo. trails and ford the rivers. . %, 4 ‘

1 nafurally had -considerable contagt with the Indiank and care

»

to undersfard them guite well., |nanah Parker was @ good f{riend of e

¥

mine, and usec to mw'e his sw.ser cam' west of Lyan. I 8ola unc whol..
. N . ’

carload of wirce to Bill .ashingtorn for his omm use, Ltut before many yedrs

th: country be.n to settlie up und free ranreddisapveardd. 1 ther besan

-~ - -

Ecarfytxgxgxgarger stock ol farw equipment. Fhe hock Islund ruilt into
Ryan in 1889 or 1%9C u«ond aided in the develo.gr 1.t Of the country. I
married in 1898 and moved to altus in 1404, I am still enge.-ed in the

hardware business.

SN

*Tn 1u97 Ayen was tue county seet of sicrens  2ubty o 're T nioxe
asg* " nrtion. 1% wes the court town of the southern district ». that
nation.under jurisdiction o: Judge Townsen. -lnvestigator.
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