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INTERVIEW #ITH HENRY J. WALKER
Welch, Oklehoma, Star Route
James Re Carseloway, Field Worker

My neme is Henry J. Welker, and I live at Welch,
Oklehoma, Ster Routes I live on the farm my father settled
on, when the Kansas line was re-established, loceted on Big
Cabin Creek, .

My father's name was George Vashington Walker. My
mother'a nsme was Mary Jane (Harlow) Walker.

My grendfather was Timothy Migs Walker, and my grend-
mother was Elizabeth Neely (Adair) Walker,

My father was born in Tcnngseee in 1823 end came to
the Indian Territory when & boy 12 years old with his parents,
brothers and sisters, along with the eastern emigrants, from
Georgia about 1838, ) i o -

MEN ARD BOYS WALKED w

My father told me thrt all the men and toys walked all
the way from Georglae, snd the women and children were allowe
ed to ride {n the ox wsgons. It was a long hard journey and

" meny took sick and died on the road. It took so long to make
the trip, longer than the government had figured, that adbout
all the money the Cherokees were given to live on after they
arrived vas used up on the way,.

My. father said each hesd of a family was given §100, 00

in money t0 live on until they conld get started up in their
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new homea, and that the soldiers in charge of the movement
were given feed and food enough to carry. them throughe It
ren out long before the journey's end was resched snd the
eovernment officers had to borrow from the Indiens to buy

- £60d and feed to continue the trin, By the time the Terrie
tory ves reached about all thﬁa Indiens money was uaed up,
many of their families were reduced by death, and they were
h;re without a thing to live on.

My tathér said the Government men in charge of the
*Trail of Tears” promised to turn in their claims and pay
back the money they borrowed from the Cherokees on- the vway
over here, but they never dide I am told that the Clerckees

" now have in a claim against the government for this money
with 5 per cent interest from 1838,

My grandfather, Timothy Walker, was a fullblood Chero-
kee and settled with his femily near ‘I‘ahiewquah in 1868, where
he lived until bis death :ne.veral years later,

My _tathqr’coorge\w. Walker, wes slmost a Yullblood

) Cherokee,” and spoke both languages fluently. |

Sometime before the Civil War, after the death of his

1‘1rs¥ wife, (Aha m mrri;d three times) he left Tablsquah

and went to the #orthesn part of the Indian Territory, emd

~
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sottled near chetOpa,tnqy g part of Kansas, Vhile there he

helped Dr. Leslie aurvey‘avplot of ground, along thd>m. K;&

T. Railway, which lie soléd in town*lots to ﬁhkqvthe town of

Oswego, Kansas,
CIVIL WAR BREAKS OUT

My father vas living.on a farm, 'with his family when
the Civil ¥ar broke out, TQere were several other }ndian
femilies living in that %icingty, and when the Northerm
soldiers made their drive down into the Indien Territory to
set the slaves free)they rajided his farm, but he saw them co
coming and ran and got away in the brush, cn the Neosho
River. They took his wife end .six ehildren, and everything
he had back to Fort Scott, and kept them there all during

the Wars
After my father found out that the soldiers had
taken all of ki3 stock, femily and everything he hed, he

went south and jeined the Southern Army, where he stayed

for the peried of the war,

¥ ifter tha wer was over he went to Fort Scott and
hunted up his femily. The shildren were em§11 when they
left and did not know him when he found them. He said they
had been taught to fear a Southexn soldier, and ran when he
ceme 10 ihe house wherg th&y were sta&zng. Ho took his

family back to his former h.me, and started all over sgain.
e Ty k .

[ ’
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Sometime aft;} the war a ne oundry'line was made
betveen Kansas and the Indisn Territo}y, and theé Indians
were dﬁce more "pushed oud". They asgair left thelr well
improved famms end moved further so.th. (Most df them
gettled on the headwater of Cabin Creag/ sout;wesﬁ of
Gﬁetopa, Kansas. My father settled on the place vhers I
em now 1iving <bout 40 years azo.  Coal was discovered on
_mogt all of the land in this‘section, and fuel had been
handy snd easy to get.
Back in the 80%'s my father would lease those large
tracts'of prairie land to whife settlers. ‘He would zive
them a lease fur five or ten .yeaids, givins them ail they
conld ﬁﬁke during that time, and at the end of the time
the farm and al% the impro§ements they had madc reverted
back to him. In this way he had an improved fari for each
one of his children, when allotment came. A.lot of the
lend had revegsted back %o him in time to nay him rent for
sevqrai yéars.lM
My faéher, Louis Rogers, and Lark MoGhee, three of
"?he Indians who had méved down from Kausas, establisﬁed
the Rogers Indian School,hshortly after the war. It hes

ran constantly until this time, without missing s temm,
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. It vas a Hational achodl end the teachers were paid by the
fﬁ_Cherokee‘Fation. White ehildren ecould go to school by pay~
ing tuitfon.
My f;ther ﬁaa alected as councilmar from Cooweesgoo-
wee in 18R7, and served until 1891, He served apain from

™
Henry J. Walker was born March, 24, 1883, on his

18207 to 1P99,

fatherts farm in Cocweescoowee district, Cherokee Nation,
kIndian Territorys. 'He married Laura Fanping, a white woman,
gnd to this union four children were born.

Field Worker's Note.

/
I boarded with George V.. Walker in 1R97 and taught

my first school at the Rogers School. I took him to be s
fullblood Cherokee, but he talked both langusges, and was &
very intelligent old Indian, “He was 74 years old at that

\

time. L ‘ i
& . .

He 1214 oo of many hardships the Indlans went through
before they left the state of Georgias He said the Indian
was practically disfranchised before he left there, and
that the state legislature hed passed a law, that an Indian
could not be taken @s a witness in any of the courts of

' : \ N
‘Georgia. Their land was taken from them and put up for -

T

settlement, and nothing as paid the CheroRees for it.. Lots
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would be drawn for their laend, and the man who drew the
. .
number of their land would move in and the officers would

see that -he got peaceable possessio:, In many instances

he seid they would take all of the personal property be-

longing to the Ind;ané; 3pch as plows, hogs, c¢-ttle, chiék~'

- ens &nd anything else that they could get thelr hands on,
without paying a cent for theme

The average notice to vecate a famn would only give

the Indian fifteen days to get off, he said. Life was made

80 migerable for the Indian, that he’ thinks 1t would have

B N

been impossible to stay eny longer.
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