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Ficlld Workerts name Robert W, Small.
This roport made on (date) __ July 23, 1937, 193
I :
1. Name Mrs. 7. 14, Vaggoner,
2, oSt 0" Piex Addruss 101 North Barnes Street.
3, Residen%e éddrér‘%e (or locution Tonkawa, Oklahoma,.
4, DATS OF BIRTH: Month Jenua Day _22 Year _1863.
5, Place’ of birth " Pike ",§unty, Illinois.

A

\

\

6. Name of Father _ J. J. W, Miller, _ ‘ -Placc of birth _N. Garolina.
y | ,
Other informat ion about fatier .

7« Neams of Mother Lyda Waters iiller Planc of birth Illinois, =

-

Other information about mother

Jotes or complite narrative by the {ield sworker dealing w#ith the life and
wtory of the “cruon intorviewed, Refor to Manual for sur-cstod subjects
ard quentisns, Continue on blank s.uecis if nceeesary ond attach firmly to
t.is forme NumbLT of sh.cte atta.hed ) q .
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Robert . Small,
Interviewer. _ . ‘

An Interview With ‘¥rs. . i
dageoner, 171 North Barnes
Streat, Tonkawa, Oklahoma.

~Y8s o He Jaggoper, the widow of "harles .. Jacsoner,

deceased, was bora in Fike County, Illinois, Januury 2°,
LI » . ™

1863, , ¢
Her husband w~ns born harch 4, 1764, in [1linois,’ »nd
the coupls were united in marriage .pril 13, 1884, in

Illinois, but suon efterward they woved to & farm not dis-

tant from Winfield, Kmsas, where they remein~d t{11 the
opening of the rherokee Outlet, September 16, 1893. e

vire Waggzoner mude the race that memnorable da& in

P £

foptenber, 1893,rsts§ting from a point-“not fsr west of

~

s ~ .
arkansas City, XKansas and sisked the Scuthwest ,uarter of

~ .ection 25, Township 26 North, Renge 1 Fast, a distance of

3 &y

about twenty miles from the starting p.int whieh distanae
@9/;overed in a few minutes over ane hour. He rnde a good

horse that had been trained for two or three weeks previcus

¢

\ fo

to the "run® and he éarried with him a centeen of water snd.
a smonge, and every little while he would pour water pﬁ the
sponge and reach out and b: the his horse's nostrils as it

Fal
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( gal;gpaé écrqs;‘the freshly p,rnéd aid burnpné prulries;
nt one place wher?\the prgirie gruss had not yet been
A .
buried ho dis-ovefed in the distunce a prairie fire swrep-
‘14 toward nuwm sad he allghted, struck a ﬁutoh to the
éraés witd burned off a piece of Lrma whieh he ogu 1d et
onto ~nd be nrofected from the he t of tge gurushing élre.
Qn thut eventful &qy mony men and horges were scorch-
od sna bedly burned in the prairie fires that hua beeu set
in soue partsof the new'country. ~
':After staking his claim-m;. Waggoner Sp;nt thut night
at the corner stone of his ciaim; holuing his horsé's
. = ,
bridle reins in hishends as he lay upon the ground to rest,
| _Xe Viavrgzonar had several contesting claimmxts'te the
lanq but sigce he had witnégsés to establish his hriurit&

Ct ’ ‘ s
rizhts.they finally 211 .2bandonea the claim to him.

He broke u few sneres of lsnd and sowed it to wheat

énd tn the sprine.following h~ bro<e other lands sud planted

. R . . , . Vd
L0 corp, the ~orn grew uud loaked/ytrong and vigorous ti1ll

it began to tassel when thé weuther began to get hot and dry.

~

~

One day the hot winds cooked the corn so bedly thet it fell

97
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over on the ground and was about a aomplete foilure; the

whest had made but 1it-le that yeur also sn) conditi ne -
did not seem very encouraging bﬂt the Waggoners “who had

moved to the claim in Xureh, 1894, -nd had hullt a littde

house 16 x 20 feet in‘whfch they were living, hﬁld“odkﬁitb
bulldog temanity. Ihey hrg braw -ht sith thes whenwthey

-

maved, to the claim, five head of ~ows, three %hogs, sir’
. o -~

horses, six ¢6zen heus &.d one hundred -usrts of cepned

fruit; :+lso two hundred busheis -f coru: axd nats, -
. : . > o
In the fall of 1894, lr. Wazgoner was ~utiing up

-

sa.e fe2ed with & sled cutter when his fo-t’got ci@&htm

and severrly out; this injury ceused him to mo on Prutehes

. ~ .
-

for & perlod of seveu month 2o

r

In the fell of 1894, Lr. Wapgonqr borrowed wheat t3

80w, fro.. the ucvernmena; promising to repay it when they

LY

few years theyv Iro~e Gut all thefland'but £ifty-thr~e nores

. which. uaé\\\/g for pasture and rem&ine 50 to thls Jnye

«Te and lir. Waggoner put out sn oréﬁqrd of/every

variety of frult fma berries and a vipeyard of grapes. The

s new land and.

A

young orcherd a-d vineyard flouj?ﬁhed in t

-

> [ !
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furnished them withH sbueizst frult in ¢ fow years.
o .

In eddition to her houschold dutles, such as sewing .

“*\agg\yaahing, etaukinz, milking, churalng, etc., Vrs.

\ ) .
dargoner made a regular hand in the ficlds, having her

»

uown horse und plow and it was & ferdliny sight 10 gee
wTe ald »XBe Va,goner plowin: corn or sd - other rrob
eeeh pargnt haviws awe of their two yowsr boya cernted 1?/
frout on the piua. Thé couplie a)fkcd long nours, und

often did ‘“heir chures by lantern light. -Lr. Waggoner '

-

would often warcket tweuty pounds of buiter zad ten to

\

fifteen dezen e;:s per seek ai their tradin- point, "ross,
now a part of fonca ‘ity.

- ) N L . &
* . She alsu rulsed som:' turxeys but the coyotes were

very fond of tﬁ&kpys and they &té so zcny that she bé#came

discourageq with trying to raise turkeys.

-~

Their first séhu)l.building,‘as wasthe—gééhral:cﬁétom.
' thi?ugaout Qﬁé crountry, wes iuilt by pudlir donation; the
first teacher was paid $§0.00 pe£ month for a three months
tern, .. Av e Burk, being their first teacﬁer. Prior

to the buildin: of school house they held Sunday Sehoni
in 2 burp on J. W Lo:khgéfg plac-, where they haed planks

-

/
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to sit on. This waes where Union Sunda& School was held. ]

Preacghing was ovcagionnliy held at some neighbor's
nouse until the sahool buillding wes built, then rhurch
and Sunday Sahool were held fgere. -

.r8. Wagzoner states éhat fishine parties nand qyt—
ings of diff'rent “inds were helé frejquently during fhe
spring and snamer months and everybody en joyed such
occssions immonsely, 'Thoy usually wen§ tn the grQVesﬂ
alaong the Chikaskia River’or to\what wéa ralled "Roupd
Grove".

The roads through the eountry wére,not on the sertion
~lines at that tirme but mesndered here =and tyere OT08S thé‘
prairies. WNras. Waggoner mgae her calico dresses nd sun-
‘bdnnats on hef 0ld ¥Wilson sewing mschine, For Sunday wesr
or special occasions her bbnneta were starclied heavily and
irpned stiff; her everyday boﬁnets, the. 01d a»1it bonnet -
kigd, were rnade by using strips of rard hoird slipped be-

. tween two.lavers of material that had been sewed with rows
of stit&hes apZnt an tnch'apnré; about ten o£ twal ve strips‘

of cnrdbasrd beinx used for one bonnet and when it was '

desired to wash the boiret, the cnrdboﬁr@@trips would be -

A
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removed and after washing ang lronlng; they would be

‘replaced snd the bonant sus ready far wear apaln, lra.

—_—
Waggoner-also span the yara «nd knlt haae and pgloves for

farily wear, ' .

»

P

" She states th t .t on-p rtod 1a th~ rorly days on
thelr clim the fuud'ly llﬁed f3r nlnost ong veur with
only fifty cents «orth of sugsr in the houe darin< the

time.. %aka, therefore, was not plcntifui.'

~ — A

Rattle snukes wefa nunergus over mcét =]l sections
of'the codntry,énd often were ths ~nuse of sare “high.
steppin” or in the suto language of today "quick get away".

[ Mrss Kaggonﬁf g&ill hns the "weighté" her husbang used
in “training hia.ﬁorse to he sure-footed, btafdre the "rage”.
>\\‘§?8.b180 states that Lixwaa cé%von tolk imnediately efter

sthe “"run™, thut a mwan who was riding n spirited horse, all

lined up ready for tho opening mun %o he firecd, wan shot

o
-

from his horas by saldiers chen hig horsn avddenly broke
away aend dashed 01% aeross tha .roirie, and that the nan
fell dead from-his hurse, shich wont galloping on, znd thnt

later in the duy u gtake was driven in the ground through
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a pool of the nan's life-blood and the 1 nd claimed for
his widom. '

lirs. Jaggon=r can not pruize tan strongly tho coirage,
vitality, enerzy -mi unighbo;ly qinlltias of th; BETLY
ploa-»rs who seti}fﬁ this country’nn&“ﬁtuc% it ot thro.gh r
sc}row and adversity. lhey we;e'truly pionzers in every
sense, The VLest und the ..rst were unknown; they were all
of one class--the wood. _ |
. The v rgonere had £0 e unpleasjnt ozpertnﬁces with a :
reilroza ket bullt tgrough their fers sawe years after
they first e~ttld on ity finully having to move theif barn
alw dig & new well on udccount of the raiquad.

" The %aggOnefs held §heig place frae.of any mortgege
until their two suns were reudy to seud to college to com- . ~
pfete their méatcal ;ourse, gt -which tire they placed a
Lortesee upon the ho estead to cbtaln neney to send them to
school, b:t aufter they had fi:ished s~hool the mortgage was
‘repaid and today Mr3, l‘aggoner holds Lhe/giiéstead free of .

all debt, and in addition to it she has ¢ comfortable and

co modious home ut 10. “orth Barnes Street, Tonkawe ard
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her two sons are promizent f;fi;e nedioal rratern{z&,

N

o .
at Tonkawa and Stillwater, Oklahome,
" "he vaggoners left the old homestesad fn 1939, -
moving to¢ Tonkawi, where Xy, ¥Waggonser died on December

g7, 1932, at the age of seventy-two years.
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