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Indian-Pioneer His to ry Pro jec t for Oklahoma

it-l'i Worker1a name Robert W. Small .

This report made on (date) July 23, 1937. 193

1. Name Mrs. ^ . U, Waggoner.

•?,. Pose 0^f>i<-".- Address 101 iWth Barnes -Street.

3, Residence addre^t (or loc^tior^) Tonkawa^ Oklahoma.

4, DAT3 0? £IRTH: Month January Day 22 Year 1863.

5, Place'of bir th Pike ^oYmty, I l l i n o i s .

6, Name of Father J . J, W, Miller. •Place of b i r th N. Carolina.
.4
Other information about father

7, Nam6 of Mother Lyda Waters k i l l e r Plaoc of b i r th I l l i n o i s .

Other information about mother

Uotes or complete narrative by the field ;orkcr dealing .vith the l i f e and
i^ury of the ^rtson interviewed. Rof.'.r to Manual for sa'.r-ostod subjects
and luer.ti.'.iiS, Continue on. blanlc sacr-tr- if necessary 'jnd attach firmly to
it'.is +'orm. Ntlmbbr of sh-otr- att^-.hea ' g •
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Robert t<« Small,
Interviewer.

An Interview*With "Mrs. o. :,'.
j?agf»oner, 1C1 |{orth Barnes
Street, Tonkawa, Oklahoma.

i.rs. V &• .mggonor, the widow of "htirlea .* '.tar^oner, :-'

deceased, was born in Pike County, Illinois,, January 2",

1863. ' ,

Her "husband vns born .varch 4, lG60, La Illinois," nnd

the couple aero'united in marriage pr i l 13, 1B84, in •

I l l inois , but soon afterward they uoved to a fsrm not d i s -

tant from Wlnfield, Kansas, where they remained t i l l the

op«iin»; of the ^herokee Outlet, Septeraber 16, 1893, * *• >

Mr. Waggoner made the race that raeraoxable day in

foptetaber, 1893, s t a r t ing from a point-^tiot far west of

Arkansas Oit/ , Xatiaaa and staked the Southwest ^uart*sr of

..ection 23, Township 26 North, R r̂ige 1 East, a distance' of

about twenty miles frorn the starting p*int, which distance

/

he- covered in a few minutes over one hour. He rode a good

horse that had been trained for two or three week:s previous

to the "run" 3nd he carried with him a cont^en of water >md'

a sponge, and every l i t t l e while he would pour water on the

sponge and reach out and b'the his horse's nostrils as i t
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galloped aorqs& the f reshly burned a.id burning p r a i r i e s }

a t on* place whare the p r a i r i e g rass had not yet bean

buried ho discovered in the di3tunoe a p r a i r i e f i r e swoep-

'i'p, tp\?ard him nud he a l i g h t e d , struck a motrh to the

grass 'md burned off a piece of lunu which he Ô JU ldj»et

onto -'rid be or '^ected froin the he- t of the o^rushing f i r e .

Qti tha t eventful day many men and horsea were scorch-

ed ana badly burned in the p ra i r i e f i r e s t h a t hau been s e t

in aoi.io £nrt80f the new country*

After stakii i^ h i s alairai*'r« WaRgonor sppnt tfiut n igh t

at tho corner stone of h i s claim, holuinp; h is h o r s e ' s

b r id l e r e i n s i n hishands as "he lay upon the ground to r e s t .

, . . r» Wagoner ftad several contes t ing claimants to the

land but s ince he had witnesses to e s t a b l i s h h i s p r i o r i t y

r igh ts - they f i n a l l y u l l .abandonea the claim to him/

Ke broke n few acres of land and sowed i t to wheat

ano tn the spring, following hin bro<e other lands «Mid plnnted

to corn; the "orn #r©w'i*nd locked s-trong nnd vigorous t i l l

i t began to t a s s e l when the weather began to get hot and dry .

One day the'Hot winds cooked the corn so badly tha t i t f e l l
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over on the ground and was about a oonplet** f i i l u re f the

wheat had made but lJrVl« that year also «n 1 eO'wHti >ns •"
e

did not seem Very encouraging but the Waggoners *^ho had

moved to the claim in March, 1804, 'Jid had bu i l t n l i t t l e '

house 16 r 20 feet in which they were l iving, he ldCi ri tb

bulldog tonf-i^ity. They hf o brou-ht o-ith thps when^hey

."avftd.to the claim, fiv« head of ->ows, three ho^s, s i? 2 '
-. "• —.

horses, six dozen heus fii.d" one hundred ~4u>;rts of

fruit; »lso two hundred bushels of corn a.>i "iats.

In the f a l l of 1894, l.s» Wa;.;gonor was "uttin^ up

so-e feed >dth n sled cutter when his fo >t'cot c

and severp.ly cut; this, injury caused him to ro

for a period of seven months.

In the fe l l of 1894, :«r, Waggoner borrowed wh«nt t-.

sow, fro-a the_JJovernraen^:-. promising to repay i t when they

shoulu haWest sufficient grain to do so. During the f i r s t

fe'ri years they^broke out a l l the-"land but f i f ty- thr^e ncres

. >7fiich- was>susied for pasture and re:cfeins so to this, .iriy,

•••r. and t/.r. Waggoner put out ,«m orchard of/every

variety of frui t an>i berr ies nnd a vineyard OK grapes* The

young orchard and vineyard flourished iu th i s new land and?
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furnished them r.rlth abundant f r u i t in n f^s? yea r s .

In addi t ion to her household d u t i e s , such as sewing

washing, coifcin;;, rair<inv, churning, e t c . , >iis.

made a regular hand in the f i e l d s , having; her

own horse and plow and i t was a f&rJLli.'..r siyh* t o roe

,,.r. and i^rs. V»a,̂ on^-r ploviiri;: c jrn or so • oth<°r rrop

each parput havi;u< o ie of t h e i r two you;"̂ * boya i:e;.ted In /

front o.'i the pxu.v. The couple vnrl'.od long hours, and

often did ' he i r chores by l an t e rn l i g h t . I«r. Waggoner

would of tea market twenty pounds of bul tor and ten to

fifteen dozer: e;?,;s per .ve'ek a t the i r t rnd in • po in t , T o s s ,

now a par t of Ponoa U t y .

«• . She also ra i sed so.n' turkeys-but the coyotes were

/ very fond of turkeys and they a t e so ^cny tha t .she bqfeame

discouraged with t ry ing to r a i s e turkeys.

Their f i r s t schc. )1 bu i ld ing , as wasthe-gen.oral custom

throUfViout the country, WLS b u i l t by publ ic donation; th^

f i r s t teacher was. paid $30.00 per month for a th ree months

teru^ ~r< A. M. Burk, being t h e i r f i r s t t eacher . P r i o r

to the b u i l d i a ; of sahool house they held Sunday School

in a b-urp. on Jo V7. Lo?kharts plac-", where they had. planks
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to s i t on. This was where Union Sunday School was hold•

Preaching was o^casiorrnlly he ld 4 a t some neighbor ' s

house u n t i l the sohool buildim? was b u i l t , then church

and Sunday 3«hool were held there*

..irs. Wagoner s t i t©3 tha t fishiny: p a r t i e s and out-

ings of d i f f e r en t '<tnds were held frequently during: the

spring and summer months find everybody enjoyed such

occasions inunensely. Thoy usual ly went tn the proves

along the Chikuslcia Rivar 'or t o what was cnlled rtRound

Grove". •

The roads through the country were not on the sect ion

l ines a t t ha t tin** but moendered here and there across the .: ;"

p r a i r i e s . Krs. Waggoner nade her oollco d resses -*nd sun-

bonnets on her old Vfilson sew5n« rasohine^ For Sunday we^r

or spec ia l occasions her bonnets were starched heavily and

ironed s t i f f ; her everyday bo rv r t a , the. old a ^ l i t bonnet "

kind, we^e nade by using s t r i p s of card hoird s l ipped be-

tween two-layers of mater ia l t h a t had been ae.wed with TOTJS

of s t i t c h e s rib'Tut an inch apar t ; about t en or twelve s t r i p s

of cnrdbonrd bein^ used for one bonnet «nd t^ien i t . was"

desired to iJrash the ( bOinet, ,the onrdboard/strips would be
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removed and a f t e r washing and ironing they would be

replaced and the bonnet ;WH re rid y for wonr n^ntn. Mra«

Waggoner alao span the yarn and !:nit hoae «ad RIOVOB for

family w a r ,

She s t a t e s th t it on - "p -rlod in th - ^arVj days on

their cl'dm the Cfit.d. ly llvftd f ^r nl-aor.t ono yai.r wLtn

only f i f ty cents /.*or,th of auger In tho h.oae dar tn^ tho

time.. Cnhft, therefore*, win not p l e n t i f u l .
^ - -

flattie sn»jkf»s were nu:n«rous over Kost ^ l l sec t ions

of the country, find often ware tha inuso of scrr.e "high ,

etepyln" or In the auto lariKtiag« of todoy "quid< got away",

^rs . ' Kag£om*r a t i 11 hao th*^ "vfeishts" her husband uaed

In "training hia horse to be sure-foot«d, baforo the " r aae" .

She. t lao s t a t e s t h a t I t .wae. ccrv?n t»lk lT.nndiately ftft(»r

-the *nrun'% t h a t Q tom trtio vas r i d i n g a s p i r i t e d horse , n i l

lined up roady for thrr O])onlnfr pain to ho f l r e c , win shot

from h i s horso by s o l d i e r s s?h9"i his horfjn 3\''1'lonly broko

away «nd daahed Oit unross tho . r a l r i e , nnd tht-.t the nan

£e l l dead froia-hls hursc , which wont gal loping ont cad thnt

l a t e r In the day a etako was drivon in th© ground through
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a pool of the :>,nn*s Hfft-bload and the lmd claimed for

his v»ldo«.

Mrs* /aggon^r can not pryi39 too strongly tho courage

vital i ty , energy 'til neighborly tjual'.tl os of the ej&rly •

plo.iers who settled this country rinl "oturs': I t o*\t through '

ocrrov; 'ind adversity. They were'truly plonkers lo every

sense. The best «ad the *orat were unknown; they were a l l

of one class—the u;ood». .

The irt'^onera had ^0 e unpl^ss.mt o^perl^nces with a

rsilroea ^h&l -built through theiT fau. «ane years after

they f i r s t srrttl -d OD i t ; finally.hcvi;:g to jr.ove their barn

u:.- dig a new veil or; account of the rai lroad.

The V.aftr.oners held their place free of any mortgage

until their two sons were ready to oead, to college to com-

picte their ciedtcal course, at 'which tire* they placed a

*̂.fc,e upon the ho eatead to obtain no-iicy to sond them to

school, bi t lifter they had finished 8"hoo3 tbo mortgage was
old

repaid and today J&3* Waggoner holds the/liame'stend free of .

a l l debt, and in addition to i t ahe has u comfortable and

co -lodioue homo at 10L ^orth Barnes St r re t , Tonkawa and
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her two sona are prominent In the .nedisal f r a t e r n i t y ,

a t Tonkawa and S t l l l w a t e r , Oklahoma,

The Waggoner's 3eft the? old horasatsad in 19S0,

moving to TonknTO, ^?h©re Mr. Weggoaor di?d on December

27, 1933, a t the sge of•seventy-two yea r s .


