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WALKINGSTICK, RALPH INTERVIEW 4935 ,48'8 .
Mildred ¥. McFarland B T
., Interyiewer . T ' ’
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\ July 22, 1937. - i o . T
\& . Interview with Ralph Walkingptick'ﬂ. by

) \'/) The dﬁer9gee Indian Tribe neVe£ liVe& in tepées
T in‘tents. fe lived ﬁn,houaeé made of [bark or logs.
Sprtribes were living in that sort of h¢use in small
v'li;ées when the white man came to éﬁis country. #He
cogked over open fires out of doors, in pottery which
we made oursel;es. Theélog'house_orgtodaﬁ is' s copy of
the Cherokee house of &ears ago. ‘ . .
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Je never moved sround much, except on our yearly

hunts \ for meat for the winter.

n 1836 the Indians‘weré forced to migrute from
Georgia \and Tennessee. This ?Zurney was called the

~—“Tratl of Tears®™s - ..
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My gra dfgther was é farmer.»-He'raiaég pracﬁically'

' everything. HK‘,événed great herds of paint ponies,. The
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men wore moccasins and had feathere in ﬁheir\hats. 'We-
" made .our dyes and paints out of certain types of clay,

hY

stones and herbs: For different cokers these things were

mlxed. : ) » ' . ) ’
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?e Cherokee Lribe is the only tribe having a secret
socieéy.% It is called "Keetoowah". It is the only one
of its-kind. rhe Lee-too-wahs have a festivul for‘four.
or”frve days each year. ‘rhex hold‘their.meetinés in aﬂ -
little log cabin ebout ten miles :rem the srkansas wiver
at Gore, The old organlzation le.ders were called."hedi-
cine ﬁeh;. Two hundred years or more ago, a few of these
old medicine ..en were gathered togekher on their knees, in
a circle,'pray;ng. Suddénly a fire sprung up in their

'mgdst. This was an omen to them. JThat fire has been kept

burning constantly'ever since. Someone is there all the
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tlme to keep it going. Lt is located at the cabin where — ——

they hold their meetings. 'Lveryt@igg is sébretf All of .
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them are'full-bloed,
rny father was a lawyer,.the first full-blood Indianﬁto
practied%aw in'ehe.mnited Statee dourts. 1 attended grade -
school in ‘ahlegueh, .ur teachers were all xndiaﬁe.'iuo o
white childrdn were alloweu to attend without payingpuitiqn.

fter leaving there i entered macone College, and later

Dartmouth at henover, New Hampshire.
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When T was°a ch1ld we had our own government.

Chief Harris was Chief of the tribe about the bims -
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tribal government was dispensed with.

. #e were friendly with all tribes except the

Osages.
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., There was not 'much game in tue- Chisrokee Nation «nd

the men wanted to go %o the foothills of the Rocky Moun-

tains. ,
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~//called the "Cherokee Outlet" or sStrip.

settlement in .189%.

is strip was thirty or thirty-fivé miles wide. It was

‘m\fgﬂﬂg;lt was opened for
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