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Pearl Parker ,
tyitervi owes1« '

*
An Interview with Mra» Minnie Walker
about the dpening or the Cherokee
Siirlp and l a t e r settlextfente*

I was born and reared in Mercer County, I l l i n o i s .

At the age or th i r ty- f ive years., my husband and .

I went to Gal dwell, Kansas. We l e f t Heldwell, Kansas,

in-ifee f a l l of 1893. My husband, and John B&liard,

aid two other .mem and X started on horsebadc to Okla-
of -

homa at the opening /the Cherokee S t r ip . Sons times we

would have to stop aid res t our horses, sponge each

other ' s horses to res t them, and give them a good rub

dotti* We were afraid we wouldn't make i t . Finally we

filed on a'place not far from Pond, known now as Pond-

crsek, Oklahoma, f»ast of Cherokee. I didnH keep this

claim, for 1 was d issa t i s f ied with i t , so finally sold

it to another par ty . We didn ' t build on i t for we

knew'we wouldn't stay there. We then went back to

Oaldwell, and brought down a few of our belon^ngs, such

as they were. We bought a piaoe one mile eouth of Lanv-
..I

bert , Oklahoma, «?hioh is south of Cherokee, Oklahoma*

We then gpt busy, and piit up a t w room sod shanty. We .

thought we were get t ing along f ine, so i t seeing #ood

to be se t t led onoe again*' The next day af^er we got

set t led, we took 8ur saddle horse and a gunny sack and
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•tar ted out ty find a pls'ce to buy

W« met e nan 'on the road ana he tol;

a l i t t l e town on ahacd that vms cal

had a l i t t l e country s tore . There

ome groceries.

us there was

s& Alburn. I t

; laid in a supply

of groceries mi started bade hoiao

Wo sofDetifcs drovr» to Alva, Ok|Lahorna r i a Woods

County for supplies.

sn shot ?ild t^rXeys, a we saw

antelope.

We f ina l ly set tv/o sov/3, so I h\&\d but tor and sold

i t to the neighbors*

I have a c&e p la ts ?;hiah i s on^ hundred and f i f ty

years oW.

My age at th is ti:rs is a*'78ut^--o|ie yoars axxd I am

in good health.



, PJfflCY LkW L4TibhV3j£iV.

418

(v'?-ru. t i e s
l t na— yen'1. '«te
'caouio , c / . . ' es-- .yc ri<i t t e
e.aov; L— y t r i . c t t o
' j ' ises— .y? n(j- t t e

e d e r t 1 . ' . e l c t i o n i } ^ - -i . ;)lo ; t i e 1 n u n i t y
I l e y , j . ^ sa ry ~ ,
-•cis ton, >&TI ' i

, Tex; s - - • je.no t t e s
..elt. wares

i c t i . : r e^ ru— yeiid t,te
' ,emends-- yeacK.tte » *
J c r t i e r , r e c / a

i.i^—Cherokee
l erties—Ctusx'o-'^t

e, i'e
f;C icus


