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An interview with Mrs, J , B. Walker, A l tus .
By - Vi rg i l Coursey, u ie ld Worker.

June 9, 1937. .

We came to Oklahoma from Grayson county, Texas,

in 1885.

My father f i r s t f i l ed on a sec t ion of land but

for some reason 'cut i t down to a quartpr s e c t i o n . He

also bought a quar te r sec t ion for $1.25 an a c r e . 1

have a dim r e c o l l e c t i o n of ray f a t h e r ' s having purchased

pome c e r t i f i c a t e s or something from the Government en -

t i t l i n g him to eleven hundred acres of land i f he *could

find tha t much land offered for homesteading in one un-

broken l o t . l remember t ha t capta in Sweet, a surveyor
* •

at jrangum, assisted us in staking our claims.

There were three families of us ; ray fa ther ' s fam-

my brother-in-law and his family, andr my husband

1.

We a l l set t led some two miles south and two miles

of Altus and have in many ways 'taken active "part in

the development of th i s country.

1 f e l t that this was the most beautiful country
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ij had ever seen. 1 have sean. grass grow as t a l l as the

cei l ing, and wild pea vines grew here in profusion. The

Grooms cattlemen had.most of th i s country leased, l

have heard that their lease covered some forty miles -by

ninety miles . There-, were l ine camps stationed ut in te r -

vals . One was over on Turkey Greek, another on boggy

ureek and 'so on. The duties of the cowboys were to keep

the cat t le pushed back to the north during the summer,

and to the south in the wintero

Juring these f i r s t years there wore about three

houses at jviangum, three at old crazier and one or two

over east near the mountains, j . think nort E l l i o t t

was located over near taobsetie, Texas,,

1 rea i ly do not think that any one can s tate

definitely just where the old Chisholm Trail ran. I

always fe l t that i t ran north and south near Bit ter

Creek for some distance because the t r a i l was so wide

there. , 1 have talked with several old cattlemen and

none of them can say just where the t r a i l was.

There were no buffaloes here when we came, to
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this country, but there w#»re numerous buffalo bones.

Many people nicked them up and sold then) at Wichita

Falls, Texas.

The y<»aY 18flFi-was-a dry y*»ar and although tbr>r<*

VIF plenty of ^rass for ca t t le , not much garden stuff

wa?. r^ais^d, WP broughtrquit« a lot of foo>S with ur

Vvoin T^xas in anticipation iof auch h yonr. We brought

thirty pounds of butter, plenty of bacon, sausatf", canned

fruit, dried fruit and dri«»d ve^tabloa, ,,r> brought our

cattle out here in May after we moved in January. V<p

had plenty of turkeys. \

tipaakitif, of turkey, 'Turkey Cre^k wa& rightly

n&nipd. There were l i t e r a l l y hundreds of turkeys along

tho cr^^k. The men used to put traps where the turkeys

roost* 1. ijuring the winter we made turkey sausage»

sausage consisted of pork sausage and turkey breast,

V
about half and half. This Was" a very uild and delicious

W© had a dugout, a log house and two tents .

>e lived in constant fear of the Indians, One never

knew-when tha.y were coming for the- grasfi was so t> l l .



I

WALKER, J . B . *(MRS.) INOERVISW. 4465 3 6 8

One day thera were some sixty or seventy Indians within

a. half mile of the house^before we saw them. They came

up and demanded food. We finally managed to convince

them that we could not possibly divide our food with so

many. They were not really hungry because they had

killed some beeves that day. They said that they

wanted, food to carry/'home to their pajpooses. lie told

them that i f they carried a l l our food away our l i t t l e

papooses would go hungry, because we had to drive to

Doan's Store for supplies. They were finally con-

'vinced and took their leave - a l l but one old Indian

ana squaw. They s t i l l clamored for food and we had to

cook and le t them eat . The Indian man looked at me and

said,"You, young squaw, get me a drink!w I hurried to

a well some hundred yards away and brought water. When

the Indians started to leave they asked for a can of

coffee to take to their papooses. We gave i t to them*

I was afraid the Indians might return that night and

murder us.

Another day an Indian boy stopped by. He was

walking • now one rarely saw an Indian on foot. He
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wanted to borrow my husband'B hors** and paddle, l

don ' t know why or wh**r<* h« wanted to p*o, but h?»

to re tu rn th^m before another moon m*>aniiuT, before another

day .passed. My husband did not want to l*»nd- th«=» hors«»
n «

and saddle , »nd. h«d to nw th«» \itmost t a c t in re fus ing .

(.vh«n an Indian i s ono'p friend h« i P a friemi

indp*»d, but wb»n bo i s an (=>npmy on*» r»RV»r knowp wh«t to

*»xp«ct. Wo l « t th«» boy spon<i th« n i g h t . F<=> ask^d a^ain

Tor tho hors* and sad'U« noxt morning, and whnn h»» saw

that my husband was* p o s i t i v p l y not Roinp. to L«>nd th^m,

hp sa id , "John, "you're no good, you're no p:ood", and

m«d(=i his depar tu re .

Wf» hadMnany hardships during thos<=» y^a r s . . Thp»

constant fpar of Ind ians , the uncer t a in ty of crops and

thp> inconveniences suffar<»d, wpr<» a cons tan t s t r a i n on

th» nArv^s. .^ometinifts the mpn folks would b« away for

w»eks at a time on the'.range and w<=* wr>r<> appr«hflnsivr» '

for. their aaf^lt* yccasionally they sent word to us

.by some cowboy coming our way*

For a long time my father picked, up mail in itexas
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and brought i t back to the cowboys. The town of old

Frazier grew up on Bitter Creek. There w&r-e some

stores, a mill, and ray father finally opened a hotel

there*

I t was a long time before any of the old set-

tlers died. There was very l i t t l e sickness then. We

had a few dootors in the community but they rarely

ever received a call* An old man named Kennedy was

the first .person buried at grazier, as far as l can

remember. I think he died of old age. Next there were

two men killed and buried there. My father donated two

acres of land for Frazier Cemetery. I would say this

was about 1886 or 1887. ' •

?<e had styles of clothes in those days just as we

do.today. , Litt le gir ls wore long waisted dresses with

lots of pleats in the sk i r t s . We thought they were

lovely then, ufoe women wore basques and overskirts and

long trains.

In June^1891^the flood came. After this there

was strong agitation to move the town to Altus. This

was met by strong opposition by those who contended
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that floods would not be a yearly occurrence, that

this one had been caused by a cloud, .bursty Those

opposed to the move said that Bitter Creek vras an

advantageous place because there was water for.mills,

, On the other hand there were those owning land in

Altus who agitated-the removal of the town to create

a real estate boom, so to speak. "Every inducement

was made to store owners, even offers were made to

move stores and merchandise free of charge, and offers
v

were made to donate building s i t e s . Most of th& stores

were moved; but Braddock Groceryr tyra, Mahon's Drug

Ftore and my f a t h e r s Hotel remained for quite a time,

but they too had to give way to the march of progress.

Editors Note:

There i s no Bi t te r Creek to be found
in the v ic in i ty of Altus on the Rand
McNally map. However, there i s a
stream of water running close to Altus
named Stinking.-Creek, which i s probably
the creek referred to by Mrs. Walker.

Edi tor .
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