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An Interview with Mrs, J. B. Walker, Altus.
By - virgil Coursey, rield t%orker.
. June 9, 1937..

We came to Oklahoma from urayson vounty, Texas,
in 1885. ' . |

My father first filed on a section of land but
for some reason cut it down to a quartor’section. Hq
also bought a quarter section for $1.25 an acre. 1
have a dim recollection of my father'; ﬁaving purchased
some qertificates or something from the Government en-
titling him to eleven hundgéd acres of land if he could
find that mueh land offered for homesteading in ome un~-
brokén lot. 1 remember t;at‘captain Sweat, a surwveyor
at .angum, assisted us in staking 6ur ;l;ims.

thete were three families of us} my father's fam-
11y, my brother-in-law and h1; family, and my husband

T

We all settled some two milés south and two‘miles

west of Altus and have in many ways ‘taken active part in

the development of th}s'coﬁntry.

1 felt that this was the most beautiful country

*

.
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& had ever seen. 1 have se&ﬂ grass grow as tall as the
ceiling, and wild pea vines éréw here in profusion. The
Grooms‘cattlgmen'had"ﬁost of this’country<leased. I
have heard thét their lease covered some forty milss.by
ninety miles. rhere,ggre line camps stationed at inter-
vals, One was over on ‘turke y Creek, another on poggy
treek and so on. ‘the duties of the cowboys were to keep
the cattle'pushed back to the north dgring the sumner,
and to the soﬁth in the .winter.

xring tﬁese first years thers were about three
houses at Mangum, %hree at old rrazier and one or two
over east near the mountains. | think rort Tlliott
was.located_over near pobsetie, ‘loxas,

1 reaily do not think that any one can state
" definitely just where the old Chisholm ¢frail ran. I

élways felt that it ran north and south near Bitter

- Creek for some distance because the trail was so wide

there. . I have talked with several old cattlemen and
none of them can say just where the‘tra;l Was,

There were no buffaloes here when we came to

E
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this country, but there were numercus buffalo bones,

WMany people nicked them up and sold them at ichita
{

€t

Falls, Texas.

The yeaYr 1885 was-a dry ysar and nlthough there
waer planty of grass for catile, not much garden sh;ff
wAa R ggisnd.’ We brought cuite A 1ot of food with us

i

Tfrom Thxas.in anticipation‘pf esuch & year. We brought
thirty pounds of buttor; pllnty of bacon, sausapgr, canned
fruit, dried fruit and dfind vegetublras, w» broughti our
cattla out heare in May after we~ moved in January. Ve

had plenty of turkeys. \

Speaking of turkey, 'Turkey Craek was rightly

named. There weTe liberali§ hundreds of turkeys along

the crark, Thé men used to put traps where the turkeys
roosted. uring the winter we made turkey sausage.

+his sausage consisted of pork sausage and turkey breast,

about half and half. This was a very Qild and delicious

At .
we had & dugout, a log house and two tents,
ve lived in constant fear of the Indians. Une never

knew whan they were coming for the grass was so tull.

367



»

WALKER, J. B. °(MRS.) INTERVIEW. 4465

[

One day there vere some sixty or seventy Indians within
a.half mile of the house before we saw them. They cams
up‘and demanded food. Wé-finally managed to convince
them that we could not possibly divide our food with so
mény. They were not really hungry because they had
killed some beeves that day. 'hey said that they
wanted. food to carrx}home to their papooses. Ve told
them that if they carried all our food away our little
papooses would go hungry, because ve had to‘drive to
Doan's Store fo; supplies. ‘'lhey were finally con=-
vinced and took their leave - all but one old Indian
éna squaw. They still clamored E?r food and we had to
cook and let them eat. The Indian man locked at me and
said,"You, young squaw, get m; a drinki®* I hgrried to
a well some hundred yards away and brought yater. Wﬁen
the Indians étarted to leave they asked for a can of
coffee to take t5 their papooses., We gave it to them.

»

I was afraid the Indians might return that night and
murder us, . - .
- Another day an Indian boy stopped by. He was

walking ~ now one rarely saw an Indian on fooi._ He
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wanted to borrow my husband's horse and eaddle, |

don't know why OTGWhnrﬂ he wanted to o, but he promisad

to return tham‘Qe;ore another moon meaning bafore another

day passed. My husband did not want to lend the horeae

and saddle, aqﬁ.ha; to nse éhn utmost tact in refueing.
When sn Indian i8 one's friend h~ {8 a friend

inde=d, but wbanﬁha is an n%nmy one nevar knows what to

axpact. We lat the h%y spend the night. He asked again

for the horss and saddlsa next morning, and when he saw

s 4 ¢

fhat my hmsband was positively not going to lend them,
he 8aid, "John,“you're no gocd, you're no good", and
made his departure. )

We had:many hardships during those years.  ‘he
constant faer of lndians, the uncartainty of crops and
~tha inconveniences suffer;d, werr a constant strain on
the nervas, ,Séme;imes the men folks would bs away for
weaks at a time on‘theﬂrange and We weIn apprehensive '
for. their sgfé%?. vecasionally %hey sent word to us
py.some cowbo%?coming our wWaye.

for a long time my father picked up mail in ‘lexas
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and brought it back to the cowboys. The town of old
Frazier grew up on Bitter Creek. <There were.some
st;res, a mill, and my father finally opened a hotel
thers.

| It was a long time before any of the old set-
"tlers died. There was very little sickmness then. We
had a few doctors in the community but they rarely
ever received a call. An old man named Kennedy was
the first person buried at krazier, as far as L can
remembe?. I think he died of old age. Next there were
two mon killed and buried there. My father denated two
acres of land for Frazier Cemetery. 1 would say this
was about 1886 or 1887, - ‘

Vie had styles of clothes in those days just as‘ue
do'today., Little girls wore long waisted dresses with
lots of pleats in the skirts. We thought they were
lovely then. ‘'he Women wore basques and overskirts and
-long trains.

In June 1891 the flood came. After this there

vwas strong agitation to move the town to Altus. This

vas met by strong opposition by those who contended
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tﬁat floods'would not be a yearly occurrence, that
this one had been caused by & cloud burste. Those ' .
oppésed to the move said that Bitter Creek was an
advantageous place because there was water for,ﬁilla.
.0n the other hand there were those owning land in
Altus who agltated.the removal of the towmn to crgate
a rea;'estate boom, 80 to speak, Rvery inducement
was made to store owners, even offers were made to

move stores and merchandise free of charge, and offers

-

‘ware made to.donate,building sites. Most of tgg,stores
%}t \

were mOVed but Braddock Grocery, s kiahon's Drug
A

Store and my father's Hotel remained for quite a time,

but they too had to give way to the march of ﬁfogress.

»
»

Editors Note:

There is no Bitter Creek to be found

in the viecinity of Altus on the Rand
McNally mep. However, there is a

stream of water running elose to Altus
named Stinking.Creek, which is probably
the creek referred to by Mrs. walker.

Bditor.
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