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Fielde¥lorker's name Apna R. Barry

This report made on (date) ' May 17, 3937

o T

1. Nare _  John W, Lalker

P

5. Post office Address El Reno, Oklshoma

3. Residence agdress (or locating) 230 Nerth L, St.

-

4. DATZ 0¥ \IaTH:  i'~nth Lpril Day 17 Tear 1866
5. Place nf birth . Lee County, lown
. “ -
"5, tame of Pather J. H, Walkex Place of birtii © Inédiana
~ other informatin bot futher

- e

7. Mame Of IOtuer Rebecca ‘ielker  Place of birth Todiana ¢

Other informatison ab ut mother
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U otes or complete narrative by the fiald worker dealing with the
life and story »f the person interviewed. . Refar %o Ifanual for
sugnested subjects and rquesticns, coctizue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this ferm, Number of - sheets
attached s8ix sheets. ’
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Barr&, Anﬁa : )
Field Worker
May 17, 1937

My father, mother end brother made the run from
Kingfisher on April 22, 1889, locetihg near the little town
of Frisco in Canedien County. This town was situated in the,
velley of the North Canadien River, about two miles northwest
of the present day El Reno. At that time I was in Nebrasks,
but my brother kept writing for me to come and helf\him on the
ferm. Later I decided to join him.

A brothéébin-law of mine tn Nebraska was also mov-
ing to El Reno. Bn May 20, 1891 he chartered a boxear r;Qm
“ the railrosd to bring his cattle, horses, farm implements, and
a ﬂew'hoﬁsagold goods to the new land. He, of courée, was per-
mitted to ride fréee of charge with éis-stock. %gll, after the
ear W?s 1oaded out end ready to make the journe¥;ag climbed 1n
and hid, thinking how lucky I was to g6t such a/ride to the
new country. . ‘

For mbout two hundred miles everything went just fine.
Then we nulled into a little station to be Bide~£racked for e
pussenger train due to come by in a few minutes. The brakegan
cuught me and told me to get off the train and do it in & hurr§:
I did so, but I had a plan. By the time the passenger trein

pulled in I had bought a ticket for the next statiom down }he
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Line. Then, wheﬁ the slowo; fréight trnin onsme throush, I
hopped on once mo;a, and thias time luckily arrived at El
Rerio without éﬁrthar difficulty.

When I ceme to Cnnadian‘County'eVeryyhing was new
and undeveloped; the plow fad Jjust turned ammll fie]as of
the prairies, nnd works éf improvement were senrcely begun,
iy folks lived in 8 yont until they built s smnll frrme
Liouse twelve by foq;éeen feet, '/hich had two smnll vindows.
snd & doors Our furniture consisted of two bqgs, a small
table, & cook stove snd two boxes or blocks serviny aa
chalrs. ¥e had o good well of waier. Our vood came from
the banks of the North Canadisn Rivar,.twoiyiles frém our
home. Pacple worked hard 1é trhose days, gatting up at five ’
u'hlpck in the morning mnd working until lnte at night.

. ¥e ralsed whesat, corn, potntoes, turnips, and lots

" of xatormelona. I have hauled many a load of wataralons to

%1 “eno, usually recoiving ﬁen cants nnieée for the large
ones. We raised many chickens, énd had 8 good gerden,

~ 1 often workad night hours for $1.00 end cut and
$ .

hled stove wood. for which I recaived from 75 cents fo
< N . .

X
~%

$1.00 the load. . sack of flour coat 70 cents then. I

would sometimes spend 5 cents for a loaf of bresd ' which

»

»
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was oy dinner for the day - from daylight until aftar
dnrk, when I reached home. with Lhe remsining 25 ceents I
ﬁgrchased sup & ©snd coffees for house needs.
As the firat ten years drew tu a close, better

3

yields of whest vere soan, und better prices.
o .
Crop fallures in the first few years in Cklahomsa
we}e ¢ue more to foulty time reckoning wnd planting then t;
346? of rafn or severity of climete. ww settlers, for ex-

smple, realized chow fer south tl oy had come anc how much tte

" sersons veried from those they were used to, und, therefcre,

. how differently tthrona mist be plunted wnd raised.

" El Reno becrme not only & pood rrimary vhest mer—

ket, 1t begen to develor its flour millins industry as well.

“

Aand it pravidly becume the distribution center for sgricultur-

e

P
y -~

g

nl implements cnd muthinary.
Every pioneer remembers the huge dravwing for land

that- Look place in 1901 vhen people by the thousnuds flock- .

ed into E1 Reno, the crowd increusing ev- ry hour us the time

drew nearsr. The streets were filled, Jarmed. A fuker of
v

‘some gort had®finken over each street ¢crner - one aelling\

'»rize~package séap; snother, a patent medicine; e third was

setting forth the virtues of a patented bridle; and a fourth
had for sale, cheaply gotten up maps of Oklahoma, ﬁrofessing

to show the most desirable locations for people who intended

W
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to settle. The so-called hotels were filled towgvarflouiny.
Men slept in depots, in stores - anywhere a place could be ’

found in which to unroll the nalr of blankefé which everyone

e Y

carried, =

Each saloon had its gambling isbles, -and the clink

. - ¢
of glasses and rattle of chips would rmingle with the long--
° T

3

dravn-oub snores of some B)bmﬁr stretched cu® beneuth the

tuble, or huddled in &« corner, to snatch & few hcurs rest.

o

Avery day added vuriety to the excitemsnt and nggbers to the

tz:@»
meiting multitude hungry for land and homes, .

i

The first automouﬂgb was brougbt-to El Remo in 1900

by T. . Hensley, an early-day newspaper puhlisher. How well

-

I remember the first dey it zprnesred! I hangened ﬁo be in a

- ~.

burber shop when I nouticed a crowd gathering‘satside, yelling

et the top of thelr voices. I ran out'iﬁtdBZhecstréet.- ¥hat -

& sight! A horseless buggy chugging down the street at the N
Jbreskneck speed of tnelve miles an hour, scafing ;orsés, dogs,
and human beings. %ﬁe machine seated féur passengers snd was
the'talk of the town, In the evenings when Mr.‘ﬂehsley would
taks 1t th-ror a2 drive up and down the ciéy streets, people

would come from miles around, bringimg thelr childreér to see

the Pamous horseless carriage.

Y
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Ih those early days we supported the principles of
squere deal and fair play; we had a strict sense of hogor ip
all business affairs. A man's simple word was as good as his
bond and no such thing as a note or security wés‘eVer requir-
ed, However, at the time of the big Indian payments, many
white men of bad character and evil motives would arrive in )
;l Reno, some of them bringing doped liquor to use on the In-
”dians who had a weakness for strong drink,in order to get
the money away from them. OSome Indians had never used alco-
hol and would be intoxlcated for the first time in their
lives, and go on sprees ;agting several days. The young
bucks would ;ll spend recklessly. Some bougtt ponies and sad-
dies, bright blankets, bridles, Winchester rifles and other
types of firearms. They would decorate their horses and ride
zadly over the Qild prairies.” ' 2

There were times during these”years - even while
business was bustiing in Frisco, our nearest toyin -~ when
most of the f;rmefs of fhe country around had to endurs hard-

shipé and want. Then it became necessary for the United
a " ‘} >

. =
states Government to send in relief supplies of salt pork, *lour

~

and beans. Judge Canon issued these gifts of Uncle Sam tc the

needy.
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- One outstanding event wus an Indian seare which
I well remember. Most of the citizena of our town vere et-
tending & revival meeting when & blacksmith rushed in, blesk—
into tﬁe minister's praye., shogting that the Indiaang had
broken out. The women und children were quickly rushed 1nt2
the Canon-~¥elker stono building,mand cotton~-bnlo brenst--
works were thrown up uround f£t. The old soldiers orpgenized and
patrolled the streeis. A man wes posted &¢s sentinel in the
top of & tree north of the Horth Canedizn River. Of course,
the uprising was entirely a felse ularm; .the TUnEeY star;ed
from some trouble with a drynken Indien at Fort Reno.

In iZter years I bought my brothe: 's elaim; then

sold it end bought propecty in 21 Reno. <

Pid
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