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Interviews with Mrg, Willlam Waddle,
' Elmer Jo Bighem end otherse
~ Miemi, Cklahoma, .
The Miemi Tofmsite Act was passed by the United
States Oongress March 3, 1881, authorizing the purchase

L2

of land frem the Ottane Indians to be used s a townsite,

f the satiz 1ot to be regarded as any part of the ‘aurround-
ing Ixidian Nations and where the purchaser aould sscure ’
title to land pur%‘haaed by him and "sn:my all the benee ° °
fits of an independent landowner, This move had been
sponsored by the leading_ men of, the Miami, 3@0:*1& ax;ﬂ
Ottawa Nations among vho were Chief Thomas Richardvﬁle
of t_hg Miamigy. We Oo Lykins an adopted Peoria, Samuel

‘ -Abrams an adopted Quapai ‘and 'o_thers. v ‘

The i te selected for the new town, the first in

)
| F

the Indian Terri tory where the purchaseré could secure &
deed to their_ property, was a three gornered trao;ts ’ot
lanfi lying on the north side of the Neosho River which
formed the southwest bondary of the town and at the exe
trems west end of the Ottawa Reservation. However, it

lay not far from the Miamis wh‘ose. homes and 'allotments
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ocame to the:porth edge of the townsite and the Peories
erowded t¢ Tar Creek on the ﬁortﬁaaat uit% the Ottawas
- owning the land to the cast, |

‘ The town or village of Ottawa was a%réadyﬁlocated
five milas east and one mile sou:h. Peoria ¥ag a small
hamlet to the noxtheast and 80 no ﬁdubt the name of Miami
was & compromise of the friends who had worked for the
establishment of the 1little town. | ) . .

At this time the location was covered with & high
growth of,blpe~stem gress and within the 1imits of the
original townsite there was only ome house, and that a
one rooﬁ log houss occupled by an Ottawa India;*na;ad
Ti~wah, There were two other homes occupied by theé Jones"
Brothers who liad married Ottavas that joined £he town and
thair home sites are now 1nc1uded in the present city,
One was east, this sifie of Tar Oreek and the other in the
rssuuuaast part of the present ity

The' grouﬁd was ftrst surve§ed and pletted 1nto‘lpts
and blocks, being comp}eted by the latter pﬁrt of th.
This being completed the day was appointed and & lot sale

wag held. Many loté were soid, the prices reaeeived were

©
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| v;ry small compared to the vaiue today of the seme, The
. corner lot.where the five atory Security Bank Buildfhg
" now atands, eald thﬁt day for rifty-five dollarse W@ Le -
MoWilliams, the pioneer QOOtpr of the little city, qu- ( ~
chased ;or theyéhm of thirty dollars the lot at the
_eorner of Central and B Strcets, east of that now OGcﬁpied
by the Barnsdall 01l péuple. :Tp him goes the disiinetion
o of regeiving the first deed given in the Indign Territory.
.Tﬁi;'deed was issued by the Miami Town Company under tﬁo
date of June 26, 1891 and signed by Benjamin S, Warn;r a8
1ts President, and Os J. Mahole as its Segretary, later,
the Migmi Town CGmpaqy'established an office tn a small
frame buildfng on the -redr lot now occupied by the "Miami
. Buildigg" and was in the sharge of W, O iykina. ’
Th; news of éie*establishment of the new town héd
‘gone ou aﬁ& bétween March and the sale of ihe town lots,
~ six fgmiliea had eome to the new location and éstabliaﬁed
. ithemselves in tents, near the benk of the Neosho River
in what is8 now the acuthﬁeat part of the eity, I

The families living in tentl at thin time included

the tamiliea of Niles Brovn(the rather of Mrs, Waddle),
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the Tuttles, Nicholi,'Oonnor, Steve Dristie, and the tent
of Georgs Ntcoly, a ainslo man. ’
¢ Many speak of Mr, Bro'n having built the firat
house here and the building refbr;ed to was a nombinationf
. tent and house for he renlized that 1% wohld,be some time
before he acould prozide his Pfamily with & better so he
. £1x64 his tent hO{ne ';.hs a permanent home for the tamily in
the mean;mue. _ - _
The tgya now being éssured, George W, %}gham of
Mélrose, Eansas came here in June and purchased t?o 10g
houss of Tl-wah whicﬁ stood at the southwest corner of
the present B Street and 2nd Avenue, He brought from
_ Melrose § young man, John Cheysne to take chargs and to
femaiﬁ'a .clerk in the Etd&e that he 1ntended to establish.
T mn:ning after his arrival, Mr, Cheyene camu
to the tents and askeé {£ anyons there could drive a nail
and Niled Brown Volunzeered his servises and built g rude
board eoupter” across the roam after which a 1 of
general rohandiee from Mel¥ose arrived by wagon for the
store. - The son of George We Bigham{Uncle Goorge) as he

{

was often cellad tells me that he heuled the gooda from
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.ﬂalrono here most of the $ime ;ntxl the establishment and
§ompietion'6t the Friseo Railroad éo Miemi fin 1896,

,'Theltgglowing summer, Uncle Gegige built a lafge
frame atore building at South rifet and Main Streets;
thh ?r. Cheyene s%i{1l in charge they branchad ocut in -
their merchandise to ineclude ha;dware ard farm 1mplemeﬁta.'
The son, Elmer, 18 still conduc%ing a large implement buaij ’
ness in Miami only one block ocent . of his fatherts old
.location on Main Street, a -

The post office from Jimtown,.three miles n~orth,

wilch was located in the hame of James Pelmer was moved
to H&éﬁi and 0.‘3. Niehols was appointed the first poat-
mggt?er. - |

' There iga no road here and at ££at time there ua;

8 ahort cut from south of the Neosho ‘River from the old

Military Road whiob orossed the Neosho here near the food .

o~ .
X PP

of now South Main 3treet. With the establishment of the |
new town, O Po(Charlis) Williams, Seot$ sudrain and
uhltar Breedlove all Cherokees then built a ferry boat at
;thia arossing which waus a flat boat and operated on a :

cable, Joh§ Whitely was the' tirat faryryman,
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’ 906rgp Gox wﬁoeﬁgﬁihtﬂ a sawnill noigg;and woat
of Miami aébthe Ho;aesnoe Laks had sold fi*tﬁ”Al'cook |
who was now Opefating it but with the establishment of
| the 11?tle towm, Cook moved his millqta the river here
and later sold a half interest go George Nxcely who soon
acquired tho extire mi1le This mill did not supply all
of the materisl needed and some was floatéd do?? the river
from Chetopa, Kansas, and much raa hauled frem the mills
south of Miami in the Cherckee Nation, frdh Grand River
and else uhere.'
Miami, however,.on the ganke of the Neosho had good
stone for building purposes and th. quu;f}ingor building
-stone providéd émploymenﬁ'ror men here for & number of"
yearse Th; firat stone‘building ioeated at 30 South Main
1s st1ll in use -and tl;e Miami Building W th its haadacﬁzely
dr;sséd stone from thie quarry is etill one of the moat
at?raotiva buildings héra. | . s
Even thé‘sec;nd summer you aould count fifty small ‘

]

haystacks on the towsite and the cows were turned out to -
grazees One day while Mrs, Waddle and het'bro_‘or’iégng//////

|§earohing for theiy cows they besame lost in the high grass:

*
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where the Stone Meuhodist Churoch stood at the corner of
A Street no;thwest and 2nd Av;;ue which is today within
a bloek “af Miami’s seven story fireproof hotel.

People attracted'by the faat they aould mske a

-

home fer themsslves i the Indian country bezah %o come
here end after the first gummer, building inereased and
then came the quggtion of schools.: Mr pa?inaw who had
a thrqp foomed frame hoJ;e whete‘the COOper\Hgggrtaking\
-:Ea%ablishment\;ow stands taught the children.bﬁ onénﬁﬁbm
of her homes, ’ |
By the next winter, dﬁamall frame building had
been erected about where the City Ice Plant now s§and§\
and Hiss ¢laudia Or; taughé)still a subscription schoolo‘
By the next winter, the number of pupils 1ncrea§ed ;ntil
\
_Mrg. McGuire essisted here As the number of pupils in- -
oreased the various churches and buildings were used until
’ the Summer of - EQOO the citizens rsalizing the need of a

free school banded together and@oy po;pular subseription.

built;and:equippé@ a twq story eight, room frame brilding
with pasement. This school'upened the last Mondéy in

. November of 1900 with afcorpsof”@ight teachers and &

-, . >3
~ -k
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janitbro ¥rs.'wéadle beggg her sahaol experiencs in l%‘

.Miami at the iegigning of tgis term and in later years
' “taught here in the seme building that shu had attended

chool in company of .uany of the present residengs of
Miami.

The little frame school building was also the
‘first church; of no denc {inetion but. just churech, Within
-~ the first two vears é frame builéing was built by the
Baptists on the gite of thair pre°9nt buildings The next
church to be orgaqized was the Christian which was orgsne
, ized in the home of My, and Mrse Le B Zilar, the clgy
photooraphero ) . T
The first hotel was a large ten 20x50 feet Tun by

John Ewing snd” his wife whers you could sscure board and
lndgiﬁg for $2.50 per woeks mhe Yooms were partitioned
off inside but 1ater a frame uatel was, built on Main -
Stsst. Lafy ge flat roeks fram Ihe é;ona quarry on the
rivér‘gggvided the firet‘walka, later repiaced by board
| walks, and st111 more vecently by brick and then the
preéen{ éonerete walks and pavemente

. The firat newspaper to be publishnd 1n Migmi was

a amall sheet in the Fall or 1891 end qalled the Miami
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Ohief, It was printed on.a amall hand pr;BS/*ﬁTf_a by
Oharlea and Ester Dagenette.

Miami has the distinction of being the only “town
‘ in thé old ¥ndian Territory that =zliowed s§1oons to
operate, The towneite being deeded land, the various
, tribal governments of the surrounding tties hed no
jurisdiction gqver the cfty‘gOQernment‘and, ‘he Fall of
18081 sew the establishment af the first sa}oon and in
the second year there were foui‘in operatione This at-
£raoted‘men of various typss to the town 'nd the sarly
Zitizens tell me that there were of ten strangers that
would ride in, stay a day or maybe longer and drift on,
but that with the exaeption of ome killing which oceu:red
here,‘tharg was no lawlesgnesss The killing/ﬁggélncpln
Keosney by Bill West which was in no way sonnegted with
the saloon but arose from thp fagt that Ksenef had arrested
West for shooting ocui the windows of the.Béptist Chureh
and had teken hiz gun and wateh from him, West escaping
from'the jall sent Keeney word that if he did not return
bhis gun and wateh Vo him that he was coming after them.

When West entered Keeney's shop,Keeney fired and duaked

-
£
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and tﬁe return shot from Yest's gun killed ﬁéaney; A oom-
mi ttee was apﬁointed by the clvizens of Miard, ineluding
W.AC. Lykins to ge to Yashington and~sacure 1eéislation
tﬁat wcu;d close the saloons which was speedll; accomp-
lished and the saloon days vwere over,

During itg first few yesys Miami was only an inland
country town but with the promise af a railroad building
south from Baxter bprtngs, Kansas in 1895, the town began %>
attract more people and new businesses bepan to start up.

‘ In anticipgtion that yeur(1895) the first bank was
organized in Miami upder the managemeht of John Cheyenee
The pfési&ént and gne~of—tho directors‘of that old-insti-
tutionare 3till living. The'same year: George Nisely built
a mill\anﬁ elevator on the 2orth bank of the Neosho at 'the
southwest end of 4 Stgeet. )

The-1ittles ~ity saw the first £ré1n rﬁn,into Miami
over the carpleted treck Sep'ember 12, 1896 which brougkd-
a la:gé\crowd of people to hslp the,Miamtans'celcSrafe
the event which lasted inte the micht with a blg denee.

fhis remained the end of‘the Frisco Railroed ad the ser-

vice oonsisted of a freight train that left Miami aach .

A

-
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“morning with 2 pussenger coach attached for Baxter Springs
and returned each evening ;itj empty hay'cars and supplies
for the tus and comaunitye The engine was turned around

each morning on a turn-teble and after gathering up its

gars was read& fr twe return trip. This coatinued until

the year of 1900 when they began to extend the railrosd south

-~

to unite it with the Frisec main line at Afton, This rdad
SR S _ ] o
we8 completed and the golden'spixe was driven at Miani,

October 10, 1601, which was another mllestore in the eity's

early pro;reés and the oceaslion of another huge celebratione.

+ . The first United States Court Sessicn was held in.
Miami, November 35, iBgé.. ¥iaml durinr its first few years
ha& an entirely wiite-population with no caléred pesole and
theré not bteing any here it was act an attractive place for
any to locete her- :nd thi§ continued until some began %o
want their services and so soue color;a help was brought to
a hotels Their presence was discovered and & committes of
‘citizens cglled'on them and asked them to leaves, . At first
théydgrxies refusel but they were gouvinced that it would
be beét for them t¢ lewve and they were gone by mornings

Again one of our eitizens invited ; negro pfeécher

from Welch to drive over end that night & rock hit the ..

36
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roof of the church building and scos another rock on the
other ;ide and wher %wo of the congregqtion veul out to
investigets, tﬁa darkey wag péinted out by som: that were
armed with rock3~énd r pese The darkey had %o be guarded
that nigﬂt and he left the next mériinge Realizin> thai this
might occur again a comnxttee of four men %aa seleoted to
handle the situation in the future and this com.ittee has
" fPunotioned seversl times since then very successfully,
especiall; after Miami begen ;%s'rapid growth with the dise
GOVdry of. the xich mineral deposits in this county to the

-

north of,here., 4 few persons cowinb hera have atwempted to

Py

keep- calored heip but aone-of the colaored people have been
allowed 1o logats andqwe have not today and have never had

any colored citizens livinglin'this county which is very

@

unusuale. C.
§ith ‘he &1scavery of ore, Mlami which on State-
hood beeame the countv*s«at of Ott wa County has made repid

progress until ¢ y 1t 18 spoken a.; favorably in any .
& «

' direotion and strangers nsver fail to nntire its many modern

¥

business buildings, its sehools and attracgtive’ homes.



