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' ' An Interview With^Mrs* L. G« Yiahi,
• 1920 X. W, 26th S t . , Cklsiiom City.

My husband came to ^Oklahoma in July 1889, then
» * • •

returned for me aito our nine months old nuby. V©

arrived on the train in H'dmond, Oklahoriia^October 10,

1669, coming from lu l iu l a . I l l i n o i s . V,e le f t the

depot at Xdmond and walked down the midduj of the

st reet to my brother 's house". He was a bachelor and

had a one room sh&ck where we lived i*or several months.

I can remeciber, an we walked down iha s t r - e t the
- » • . - • • '

" - - ^ . • - • ' .

wind blew so' - tha t my hair blew a l l over my fac© .arid

the sand and dust-whipped aown the fvtreotu.

«Iy husband anf; I bui,lt a two room hou»e' that' we

. .oved into along uba^t the f i r s t of the year after we
* c '•

urrived. It \«as not walled up on 'the inside nor plas-
^ . • . , - _ •

. I enjoyed tl'rb pioireer-spirit which everyone d i s -

played. If anyone new ca..e t-j town we a l l Kiado ^n irn-

meoiate eff^rato get acquainted, with them.

I told wy friends tiuttfcltused one corner of our

one room house for tne^ kitche , one corner for-the par-

i lor , and ont <j&s corner for the dining .roo.n, «nd,jone

N corner for a bed room» I iiad a bunch of- leiaori boxes

piled up for a cupboard. • . . 'Js'" .'^ • ,'"\

fhere wws a( fat lady wh6 bud been in Edinond but a

short whiie, and 1 ipvlted her to come over to see me»
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She came^ver and oumped into my lemon box cupboard

and knocked some of ray dishes dowir, and broke one

dish. /Ehe fe l t so budiy about i t , as they were dishj;

ee that l^xah^ttr-wi^fTam^fvom I l l i n o i s . I wat so

glud to see her, 1 told her tm«t ] didnH csire if she

had br .Ken aj.l of the dishes,

iVe had be'fcn living in our new t«o room ho!;8e

but «Jsh.urt tii-iC when iay hiiEbcu.d'-'ot u :' in the morn-

ing axid f und a snake t.-at had wrapped i t ae l f around

the table le*< in the kitchen. He kil led the snake

and raided the lid o;f the^ etovt ind dropped i t Si to

the f i r e .

/ I._br Ucht SO'«» soeds ^)ff the cedar t ress in. I l l -

i^ois , »nd I planted the.;, around* the hcuee", 'They grew
- — , / ,

so nicely, indfthe tf6eH are on the -piace-tecwi-y. I- also
* • " * *

bro\!£ht so .e Zinnia seeds which I pJUnted around the

ho..8«?, and i hadjthe n r s t t i e s t flowers. Kveryo.ie^in the

neighoorhood was wj Id about them, n̂d Wint-'d to know

where I got such pretty flowers.

Ihore were no cows ^ro^nd there we could milk,

haro Gutter, so ws hcida-̂ orî j cutter a]il ;.ed to us in

large, c^a from I l l i n o i s , v/e put this^into a hole on

the north side of the house, and i t kept a l l that winter.

I also had some je l ly shipped to me in a truftic. Ahen
- . - - ^ • _ , _ J _ . „ ^ _ v ^ _ ^

it arrived at the station, I knew it was my trunk.because
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one of the jars had broken and je l ly had seepedj-

through the trunk.

'e had no church organization then. ThorV was

.only one church in Edmond and that, was a Catholic:

Church. All denominations would, get togethe/r and , f -»]\

' • ! ' ' '

hold church services in the school building* We.
f ' ; ) • ' /

fonoed a ladies aid society imd gave social^rund l«rari /

parties and raised funds to pay the teachers of the

school. Iwaji the treasurer of the ladies aid society. •
I was only eighteen.when I came to Edmond and enjoyed

helping others. If anyone was in nedd of food, we

would ail contribute and help them out. We never.fail-

ed to hel;, anyone that ha# sickness in the family ;anu

to see that they received medical attention. Feosle

another—an

and not so selfish and indifferent as you" find them how.

There were Indian t r a i l s that led. Into town which

the Indians would follow with their horses. Usually •

4here was one horse path, and the horse would pull, a

plank on which the Indians rode. My husband and I yd th
* • • * .

some of our friends, used to push the buby bii^gy for

miles and miles going qn long hikes on Cundays, or nice

days during the eeek. Hhv path was just.wide enough

for a baby buggy, but usually worn down* pretty level by
the Indian plan:-a which were drawn over them*
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The f i r s t Christinas tree that we had in

we used u/black jack t ree , because we did not ruive
/

any vcedaĵ s. targe enough for Christmas tree* around
I * •

there then.

...y (husband bought eighty acren of Tend there-

which its'aow &• ydrt of Edmond for ore thouc r-.d dc l ly rs .

jv.y brother hoi.iet.teaded ii hundred ctn-i . ix ty -icres tnerc,

nd he bb.^ht qji.te a bit of l.tnd l«ter . Le c!o:.jted

to
"y 'husband opened up a ^ei^c^i t i i s ^x\t -Jry goods

s tore, c»n d - i it tor had a ĵ eri te tu r n i sh i n£ .s tore • 7.1ier! lac

Indiana c.iine into the store to buy anytuiug Ihoy usu )liy

pointed .at what thoy wanted, <.nd we a?icierct •> xl then, by (

1 signs, ib they BtX ôrn talked. Thera wus a falo^a near

^thinrtorg^"coiit irhe tKnyboys--wcmldr̂ 7et̂ d-roiQk jjici o^Re^rBto —

my hueb-and's store &nd "Shoot holes through the c^ns on. -•-

the shelf. 1!hfcy would^*sor.ietiinef: le'ad their s«-:dle ponies

into the-s tore , as we hud no law then-. We ju&t le t them

do* as\they-pledtsecn but usuuliy a l t e r they sobered uj-

,-they would-, como 'back tn the otorc -mC o^y for "CBe da/n-,$*e

theyhad dore.. . . .

Later on there was a fellow kil led in fronx. of the

store by a \naii Wiio wus supposed to be ths- town sheriff, •

and. who was, toying to .*rroat him. The trouble s tar ted

a t a saloon, which «ras a f«w doorB from thra s to re .
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'I rairia store there and handled ca t t l e -on the

'side. I* had three hundred head of ca t t l e ut one

time on pasture over a t Sapulpa, >.nd I also ha rid-

led somechoree8.* Becauoo there, WUB no much ca t t le

and horse stealing I quit tryiag to handle arjy l ive-

stock. Farming was good here fr m the beginning.

After the opening land was broken out and planted us

faot as they could prepare the ground. crops were
I

good, und/8old oa"ts at* twenty-five, cents per bushel,

and co*rn at fifteen cents a bushel. I sold much

better peacheo^thua^you Cin find now for twenty-five

cents a bushel. ' .

,7/e used "ta take a iotrge cop^oer

gallons upon gallons of j«ach 'but ter . We- would s t i r

the 'peach butter with large wooden puddles*. The

neighbors would help, one another put up peach butt«r,

by taking turn about s t i r r i n g butte'r in the l

I saw blue *teft. grass i& this country as high as

this room when I f i r s t pa.ae "here. There were no weeds

as the grass was so thick itTk©Npt 'the woods'down. We

used to h^ve Aws« pruir ie f i r e s , and everyone would
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get out afcd fight the f i r e . Prair ie f i res/nearly

burned up the town several times.

We got our water from dri l led wells visually

fifty to seventy-five feet deep. /

I had a partner with me in business/for a while '

who made a clock out of boards that were taken from

side walks and the gears were whittled jout of old
i.

school sea t s . This was on the second r lo : r .o f the

Historical Society Building. -I do not kno-w whether

i t i s there now or has been taken to/California, as

^ y deceased p a r t n e r s re la t ives wanted the clock.

I t had a paper pasted on ..the inside/giving name of

maker, the.date , and kind of mnterikL used, ind leng'th

KC- which* i t War, used as ..Jtime piece in Bd-*—

These was an aged lady v.ho took a claim put east

of town and lived in a straw shed on her claim. She
• - . /

had a rain barrel f i l l ed wi th water, and was found

drowned in the barrel of water as she had fallen into

/the barrel and was unable, bepeuse of her age, to get

out so she was drowned.


