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Hartry M. Dreyer, . . . . -
Fi¢ld Worker, - . p ]1]6
M y 5"‘ 19:?70 ' «

_ An Interview With Mrs. L. G. %ahl,
> 1920 X. ¥W. 28th St., Ckishome City.

, )
My husbend came to Oklehoia in July 1889, then

returneq for me affla cur nine monﬁﬁs old—huby.'.ve
arrived on the train 1h'iﬁmoq@, Okl&hoﬁﬁ;éétober 10,
1669, coming from ’ullula. }llinéis. ‘e left "the
depot at ¥dmond and walkod down the middie of the
street to my brother’s house. 'He was 2 bachelor and

had a oue roam shack where we lived tor several 1 months, -

- )

I cun remeciber, as we walked down Lhe str-et the

) ~ <, L7 . .' '
wind blew 80 - that my hair bilew all over my face/and

’

the sand and dust.whipped aown the strects.

-

sy husband an: I built a two roowm house that We

oved into along about the first of the yehp Jfter ve
caurrived. It was not wélleduup on the inside wor plas-
. : N o . . - ‘
tfred. I en joyed bt pioﬂéer.spirit which everyone dis-

P -
~

pla)e&. r apyone new ca..x tJ town “we all made an im- /

*

megiate effurdtq get acquainteo with thenm. -

[

* b S
I toid wy fricrds thaﬁ%l.used one corner of our

: 4 + ' ’
one room house for tne kitehe , one corner for-the par~

.

\ lor, and one ons corner for the disning room, «nd one
x;‘ ~ . ’ .- . ~ ~
- eorner for 4 bed roons I had e bunch o lemer boxes
v l ‘ - ‘_ N /,
pixed up for ] cuoboard. C. T - e

- ~. . e L
- . { 4
”here wag al fat lady wh//;ad been in Edmond but a

- e P ;,A..‘,m,--. e e e

short whx;e anu l ipvited her to como over to see me.
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A
She caneover and vumped lnto my lemon box cupbo:ard"
and kno?xad some of my dishes dowr, and broke one

e et g —
-

dish./’She Yelt so budly about it, as they were dish- . -

w’ M’M'—“ ~
es t}lé}_';,,bmhf;h't-"wﬁ'ﬁ”me frow Illincis. I wac so

glud to sze her, ! told her tnut § didn't cure if she
had br ken sil of the éishau.
e h%dﬁéen Jiving in ocur new two room house

but dehort tizrre; whe n oy hust#:.d’}‘*ot v! in the morn-
ing and f und & siuke taat hud wrapped itaself around
the tabie ley in the kitchen. He kililed the snzke
and ruifed the lid oif the stove wd droppead it .ivto
the fire.

s/ Lbr u;ht CoR SEegjilgff-th; codar trées' in Illi-
igeis, nd I planted ;,he;. around t.héthc',ise‘. “They grew
80 ﬁ&gly, d;rfd[t_he'*tréesl é?*e* ‘on the dplace - tetay., I~a§=~se>—~i\7

‘. . o~
browsht so e Zinnia seeds whieh I planted around the

e

ho..se, z;.nd'l had‘bhe nretiiest flowers. Kveryoaé™in f‘hei
neighoorhocd was wi id about them, and winted to know

- ~wheve I got such pretiy flow:rs.

| There were r;o éraws aroend there '.ve. conld mi 1k, .nd

have nutter, so we hadssie oubter sl Led ¢ ue in a

.+ large. cza from Illijnois’. vie .put this into a hole on ~ — -~

the north side of the house, and it kepi; alftl‘fgf‘v:i nter.
-~ .

)

I also had some jsliy shipped to me it a trunk. “hen

it arrived at the station, I knew it wus my trunk.because
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.one 05 €h; jars had brokgﬁ and jelly haq'sééﬁéd
- fhré;gﬂwzg; trunk.
- “e had no church organizatioﬁ then. There waér | X'
.only one church 1; Edmond und that was a Cat olic: . \
B ch&rch. All danominationa wpuldtféf;}oéeth T uﬁq , f’w\
hold church services in the school buildingi We, _ 1 "
formed a ladias aid society and gave socldlqhnd lam1 | /
parties and rai sed,»i}mds to pay the teachers of the
~.8chool. } was the trqasﬁraf'of the ladies uid soci?ty;f -
1 was only eighﬁéen.whén I cume to Edﬁond ;nd'gnjoye&/
" helping others, If ényéﬁe was in pned¢d of food we
would all eoatritute and help F@an/odt.” We nev?r.fail-
ed to hel; aayone ;hat'héﬁféicknass in the family sand J
to see that they:fééeivedw&edical attenfion. Féoplé e
~fwere¥m01eginteres$ed—kn.one anothargnnd,thq;xﬁwelfaret

%

and neol so selfish und indifferent as you: find them now,

~

B S - [P S

There were Indian trails that led into town which
the Indians would follow with their horses. Usually .

~Lhere was one horse path and the horsé would pull a;

.

plank on which tha Lndians roda. My husband and I with

e A b ki - D s ek

some of our friends, used to push tha buby bupgy for

miles and mileb going qn long hlkes on Lundays, or nice

days durina the eeek. The path wae jJusi . wide anough
ok

fbr a baby buggy, but usually worn do wn pratty level by”

% am e - ——
- g L

~the Indian plan ‘s which wera drawn over them.~ '
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The first Christmas tree that we had in Edmond

we used a jblack jeck tree, because we did not nave
{

/ .
any cedexs. kurge enough for Christmes trees arourd

there then.

-

¢ I ”~ ’

>

f
.y nusvand bought eighty acres of Tond there

i

which is now « part of Edmond Tor ome thous:-2 dcllurs.
iy brother howe:steaded « hundred -nd :ixty .cres tnerc,

nd he bbnéht gqaite & bit of L.nd later. Le doruted

eligh byﬁcres "to Centrul {ftute Wewmnd Schuule

S~

’

2y ‘husb.nd operied up & wercar tils and Jry gonds
. . L)
store, snd-iiter had a gents furnishing store. ¥hen lae

‘Indisng c.me 1ato the store to buy anytuing bhoy ususlly

[ T

pointed at what they wauted, «nd we underct sl the. by,

° signs, 4s they scliom talked. There. was a raloga pesr
- - . o"\ »

the stors wnd the cowboys would zet drunk -nd ceme into
. B N ~—~

: my husbuwnd's store and Bhoot holec through the cons on, -~

the sheif. They wouldesonetimes lewd their sw: dle pcnies
“into the-store,"us we hed no law then. Ve just let them

~
-

‘a¢ as'}therplea'se'a”: but usuully aiter they sobéred up

_they would. come ‘buck to the ssore -nc ovay for The dem-.ie

!
M s

theyhad done.
Later on there was a_t‘el.low kislea i\n’ front of the e
store by 2 man Wno wus supposed to be the town sheriff, -

and who was 'srying to arrest hi*n. The trouble started

U, T e e e o e e e s B e p—— e e e
-
P — e ——

at a ‘saloon, which Was a few doors from the storo. ool
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‘1 ‘Tad"a store thers and handled cattlo on the
. ‘side. I had three hundred Bgad of cattle ut one

timé on pasture over at Sapulpa, ind 1 ulso hund-
¢ f
# : .
led some horscs.: Because there. wus so much cattle o

and horse stebling I quit tryiug to handle any live-

stock. TFamming was good here fr m the beginninge.

$

After the ogpdiny land wus broken out wnd plunted a8

fust as tﬁéy could prepure.the ground. Crops were

1 . .
good, «nd/sold outs at‘twenty-:ive,cenys per bushel,

and. corn at fifteen cents u bushel. I sold such

P

better peaches thus you cun find now for twenty-five

-2

cents a buahal.,_:
e used 1o fakg a lurge copper‘%ettie~ané;gcok—_‘__~1g
- . , \
gallone upon gallons of jeuch butter, Ve would stir

-~

the peuch butter with‘large wooden puddles. The
- neighbors would help one ancvther put up peach butter, ~

“ -
by tuking turn about stirring butter in the larce

»
<

s00..poT katdleg, o ”

g

I saw blue sten grass in this country as high'as

,

ra

'“ﬁhis room when I first casne hers. There were no weeds
as the grase was so thick it kst ‘the weeds dowvn. We .

. ,
used to have Aarge prairie fires, and everyone wuld
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" get out and fight the fire. Prairie fires jmsarly

4
-

burned up thé town several times.

»

We got 61m_water from drilled wells \fismally :

fifty to seventy-five feet deep. "’ /

I had a partner with me in business/ for a while -

who made a clock out of boards ﬁhat,wer? taken from

, <
side walks and the gears were whittled jout of old
: - ‘ / :

IS

&

school seats. This was on the secondel&:r,Qf the

Hisﬁbriéal Society Building. -I do not know whether
L , .

it is there fow or has been tuken to Californiu, as

LN

“my deceased part;Er's relatives wanted the clock,

B e

It had a papéf pasted on. the inside/giving name of
maker, the.date, and kind 6f‘ma;ter7’él used, nd length

n3 _

N

There wus an aged ledy vho gﬁok a claim Quﬁ east

of town and lived in a straw sheé on her claim. She >

. had a rain barrel fiiiéd wi th w#ter, and was found

drowned in the barrel of water as she had fallen into

the barrel a:d wss unable, begsuse of her age, to get .

‘

out so she was drowned. ) ) e AN



