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Field Worker's hanﬁ, Raymond C. Jantz

-

This repcrt made on (date) February 25, 1938 .

ld -

-

-~

I. PName Samuel Walker - Pawne2 Indian . s -

N - s martrie
”~

2.  Tost Nffice .ddras. Fort Cobb, Oklahoms ) .
AT

- fi; mile South Fort Cobb

3. Recidenes address 2 1o

r

1801

Bt oo re.

.

4, DATT oF TR ner. April  pay A0 vear

-

53.- TPlace ~f virth Pawnee, Oklahoms .

& ~ 3 —~

3

5, ame of Tather Charlie Walker  place ~Pf birt: Nebraska, - '

: Other inforaatin qtot £oshor
. . .

7. Name ~f *.ther lizzie Walker Diane o birth

- e N . s S et % - dbts =

& .

Nebraska

Other informati~:. aloyl w.it.r Didn't remember mother's -
3 :

A .

- ]

. maiden name. \ .

) .
"otas or,complats aary Llve by Al fiond worker doaling with the

life and siory »f tle w2 -0 inte o, G sofer v Tanual for -
sugrrstad b feete rd s e Tl wun blant e ks if
necessary and abizch fure s Lo s for, vumber 7 sueets

attached 4 .
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Raymond C. Jantz N
AInveatig\ator

February 25, 1938.

Interview with Samiel Wal}cer
Fort Cobb, Oklahoma.

- =

I was born at Pawnee im 1891 and. I em part Pdimee
India:;. My ;arenﬁs came from.Nebrasks when the Pawnee
“'Indians wore moved from thers. l'I'he Indians, I thinkv;
have been mistreated by all who kave come inm contact with
¢ them, They have been p\romisefi things for giving up their
homea and have received :ﬁ'gm;ing. A11 rights have been
_taksn away from them and their. worship hes been made fun

'6f. The white men do pot under:;tan.d the Indian, The Indian’
has no knowledgé except what Rature has éiven him. The” )

things that Nature gives him be always remembers, The

Indians depended entirely upon Nature for their food g medw

icines and shelter. ,

Thealndian worships Nature. Nature is the Indian's
God so to speak. As one time [ rememb.r an old Indian was
on his knees worshiping his God-when an unkindly remark wes
’ made by some white meizl. They said, "Look at $hab heéathen
‘woi‘shipi-.ng the aun';’. A‘I asked them what right they had to
make remarks about our religion. They agid "Isn’t he Wore

shiping the sui"’. I said "No, he ia only thanking his Maker
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for the sunshine and light. #1thout these we would all -
perish". Then I asked them if they ever knew of an
Indiaﬁ making -fun of a white man’s worship? They didn't

answer but walked away. The white men, or Bome white

men 1 should say, talk $oo much about things that thoy

<

PR e

know nothing abgut.
The Indian‘degznds entirely upén Nature to tell
him what to;po, fhen an Indian starts to do sometﬁing
he &lways. has a fesling to follow; this feeling will tell
him to go ahead an@jgo a eertain thins or will tell hlm
it is zrong. | ‘
.Anothér act of worship ;hat the Indians carried out,
-was called the "Sacred ﬁundia" Theee bundles conééined
very rare specimens of different things such as mounted °
birds, bows and arrows and other things thatnwére of ialde;

Theas bundles we kept entirely from exposurc. Thero has

never been a drop of water;on any of thqmg There is @ !
' ~ {
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carded buffalo hg!r rope around a sacred bundle. The covab—_

]
ing is nade from §he ide of a ealf or youhg tuffalo and 13

tanned.\ The Indiana ave special days to open these bundles

whioh aﬁe opened ﬁp b% %red out and for the articles within
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,NOne'timc I‘w;s at tﬂg kome of an old Pawnee woman

who had cne of thess Sacred-Bundles. There wag a skull of

- a,man .s1tting on tﬁ;; Bundle. The lowerjaw was loose and
on §g? of the head. The ‘bones of this skull were pla;k

as tar not 1¥ke most bones. I asked her just who this man

o~ o~

was as though halking abeut some live person?- The Pawnée
woman said to me "I will tell yohi#hat was told to me",

Then she $old me, It means in the fnglish languuge tyat

he was a superman, not a god but jfust a man off;igh qualities
than other méh. Then I asked her "what makes the bones

black instead of whi*;;e." She told me that it was from age.
This skull had been handed down from generation to gencration
for possibly thousands of years, She told me that the same
story that was told to her as hadlb;en told to her great

-~

grandfather. " .

I have a turtle shell that was.taken out of the North
Platpe River in Nebraska years before the Pawnee Indlans were
mo%ed to the\reaervation’ln Okl-~homa. This sheli was given
to me by an old Pawvnes Indian man who told me the story.of

this shell. He said it had been in the family all his life

and had been used for a bowl.
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The Indian gets from nature his kno -ledge about
howto take care of himself. But the white man rulned
that for him.. He kilied all our game, Tenced our land -

agd plowed .it up. e learned from Nature to make blankets,
N oS

baskets, pottery“snd to make our owm clothes, our shoca
o

and erticlea of nece aity from buckskin. The things I
. v Fa

have told yéu except about mysclf haVve buen handed do®n
to me. But I am still an Indian at heart and I have lots
of knowlbdg9~of medicinqs that ﬁould be of greét valué
to the world if 1t were patented but people would laugh
-at ﬁe &nd th?n would stesl ﬁhéae’remedfos from me 4f I R
. should open them to the world., The Indiap will carry to |
his érave lots of §aluable infoémation that would help

the white men to solve préblems whiéﬁ he has studied for

-

years.



