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wlTH MR. ,U E. .7/-.LLA0E
ATOKK, OKLAH";.?A. #

FIELD' i'.GHKER PETS, //• COLE.

Apri l 16, 1937

HISTORY IK BttlEJT OF //. E . .VALL^OS 75 Yfc HJ OF AGE.
\

t

I was born in the i3tt te of Arkansas in thf> year of 18G2,

and ceme to t h i s country in 1896 a t the a.-;e of.about 34. I

f i r s t stopped a t puran t , Indian T e r r i t o r y , a ^m&ll (and the

oilly t rading) pi ce north of Sed H i v e r ' a t tha t t ime. . . f t e r '

'ray a r r i v e l in* t h i s country, I rented u farm near Yarn^by Po^t

0" f ice and worked the place for a few years and lajber came t o

.atoka, Indian T e r r i t o r y . «toka was-only 'a amall pl^ce aa' there

•were only about foiir s t o r e s and one or two dru£ s t o r e s .

There-./«rp f ive of us in the family. Three ch i l d r«n , my

wife and.myself c t^e in a covered wti-on. In those days one

could pasture or fence off any s i ze t r a c t of lana and cl-uim i t

as h i s own, so one John Hod?:es_, a oar t Indiun, had a l&rge

pas tu re containing seve ra l hundred ac res about f ive miles we^t

of town* He h i d a nice h<*1 ie and wts e n s i a e r e d a wealthy and

wel l - to-do farmer in t h i s par t of the country , i rented sone ^

land from t h i s man througn cor resp ndence and moved to h i s pl^c©

yet I h'_.d never met t h i s man nor known him be fo re ,
\

At tnat time he owried a big merchandise s tore and vias so
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<buay moat of t he t tino t h a t h« ha rd ly ov^r mnoe t r i p s to h i e

form t o aeo how hi a r e n t ^ r u wort* <Jo>i^, Out ho #«v© ua o r d e r s

t h a t , i f tit "any time v<s needed ii/ry t h i n ^ , he w i l d accep t o i l

b l l l a cu t of h i j . . t o r e . Ho b u i l t u lnr/ 'o 1 .vo ..Lory d w e l l i n g

J iouae where he l i ved in t <wn >wid totiuy thi ; ; riouue can

.from the hlp.hv/My t h n t i mu t lw-n /h Atokfi. J t in <vTe OT i;ho

o l d e s t r e s i d e n c e s in town t.oday.

, ' <»he/i we carn« to Lh la .-fjo'jri t ry our Thief f • od w^a

meut ancl milk» /'« r a i d e d t ruff le l e n t u(;rn tp run ua, rn

our own hoga fi>r moot, und had cowa t o m i l k . There w*-ro p l e n t y

of v/ild g/iine ouch U3 clersr, wild b.og.a und t u r k ^ y a , Tho 1 d id
1

hot go a hun t ing HM v/e (i.uld buy //h- t we wanted from tho Indiana-,

They.-ere uollinj-r th«*ir Ki LI n e a r l y u i l of th« time*

Atoka, bplriK i umoll pLooe* hau no ^ a t ^ r .iyat^m or e l o o t r i o

l i t ^h t s* w'e used t o draw wotar from //«11u fir! c i u t e r n . This

woe our only t rudinp , town and wt» d i d u l l of our t r o i i n ^ nf*r<,"»

1 have nev r hod '>ny t r o u b l e wi th the J)«octftW3 and today

1 oona ide r u l l of th« Ind i/tns of my /iQfimlntance Trip-nda. I

have a t t e n d e d t h « i r pow--vnwa, pj onof6 dance »nd a t t e n d e d thwtr

My purente died wh**n I wat: H youn^ hoy and were burled in

Arkansas.
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I am not a graduate of any school but attended a Common

Elementary school. This school was run by poopie taking •

subscription to collect en'>u,$h money to hire a teacher for

so many months schcol..

There were* no highways or bridges over rivers like we

have today so when we came to .Ycotville ^rk^nsas, on our way
*

to Indian Terri tory, we arrived at a small in (lien town numed

Going 3nake near JenaJian River, and the rivtT nad risen so

that we could not c rc j s , .<<» were obliged to camp behind a

high bluff and had to wait until- the river went down before

we c^uld cross, .'.e came to Limeutone Gap but ntopped at

Boggy on account of !.i/;h wutor* <Ve turned went t o ' a small

€oul min* No, £ in Jot-,1 Go.nty, nnd to Leh.w:h ar.fr from there

we traveled'soutii to Boggy Je ot, f̂rom th^nct. to O«ddo «s

th is we.3 the only wagon road tin- j ,̂h ti.i.tJ! part of thp Country
4

at that timft,

/Vhen we arrived at a pl«ce out in the country, there was

only one store ana"a^la<^-a^UJr^hop, ..'e aaked the rtoreke'eper,how if a r i t waa to Boggy De^ot, we were told thct this v/ao the
r

place, .'e again as>ked where the de ot was, and was informed that

that the closest de ot wfia Atoka, fourteen miles d i s ten t . Of

course the joke was on as through i^nor/fnca but we did not know
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that Boggy Depot was only a sm&ll plao.e and was not on

any railroad* ^

Since 1 have made Atoka my time, 1 was elected Oounty

weigher in 1912 and held that .office for four terms. After

1 was defeated for the Sif-th— term^l ' ' t raveled for about
- -- " >̂

eigut years on account-of my health. Game back to Atoka,

and Wf.s a Caj&lidute again foi? the saine office and was elected

by large'ma jor i ty and have held thet position


