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H1§TORY IN BRIEF OF #. E. JALLACE VS'YE RS OF ACE,
I was born in the stete of Arkahéas in the yeer of 1862,
and came to this country in 1896 at the a-e of about 34, 1
first stopped ag‘purant, lndian“Territgry, u smell (und the
only tréding) pl ée north of Red River ut that time. "rte%
‘my arfivgl in this gbgntry, 1 re?ted a farm near Yurnaby Post
O-fice and worked the‘place for a’Fgw yeurs and later cume to
atoka, Indian Territoryiﬁ ntoka wus only & small place’;;'there

-were only about four stores and one or two drug storea.

There .#ere five of us in the family. Threé children, my

" wife and .myself came in & covered wu-on., In thoSe days one

could pasture or fence off any size tract of lsna and cluim it

as his own, so one John Hodses, a ovurt indian, had a lerge

pasture contaiqing several hundred zcres wubout five miles west
of town, He h:d & nice b e und wrs ¢ nsizered & weslthy end

well«to~do farmer in this patrt of the zountry. | rénted sotne

~

land from this man througn corresp ndence and moved to his pluce

yet I h-d never met this man nor known him Before.
\! ,
At tnat time he owned a big merchandise store and was so

3
“
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busy most of the time that he horily ever mnoe trips to his

3

farm to seo how his renteru were dod ., HBut he guve us orders

. )

that, if at any time e necdéd orything, he would secept all
bills out of his ~tore. He bullt a Inree 1Lwe .tory dwelling

<« ____houge where he lived in L wn snd toduy thi: nouse can be uveen
. . 7T A

<

Sran the highwny that « e thoro wh Atoxn, It iu one of thg — —— - —
oldezst residences In town today,

dheh we came to thlus eountry our shiel £ od wsa bread,

&

. ~
mest and milk, e rafsed sufficient corn Lo run us, ralsed
. T &>

our own hoéa for mest, snd had cows to midk. There were plenty
of wild gume such uy deer, wild hogs and turkeys, Tho 1 did
3 .

not go & hunting ay we o uld buy wht we wented frowm the Indians,

They ere selling their xill nenrly ull of the time, . -

R - N ‘ e T—
Atoka, bLeing u smnll ploce, hud no wethp system or electrie
Lighte. s used to draw water from wells rad cisterns. This
. -
was our only trading town snd we did wll of oupr treaing nerce, T

1 bqve neve r hod sny trouble with the Yhoctaws and today
1 gconoider-all of the Indisns of my scernaintance friends. I
hgve attenécd their pow=wows, pishofd dance snd utteﬂd;d their
religioué'ﬁeetingu. )

My.pareqta died‘whwn I wae & young hoy and were buried in

Arkansas,
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I am not a graduate of any school but attended a Common
Elementary .crnool. This school was run by people taking -

gubscription to collect ennush money to hire a teacher for

30 many months school.. "

There were no bigaways or bridges over rivers like we

>

have toduy so when we came to Yestville nrkensus, on our way

+

to Indien Territory, we wurrived a«t @ small indien tovm numed
Going.Snake nesr Jénadi&n River, and the river nad risen so
Lhat we could rot crcss, e were obliged to csmp behind a

high bluff and had to wait until- the river went down before

we z-~uld eross, ae came to Limestone Cap but astopped at

-y -~

Boggy on eccount of Ligh wuters de turned west to’a small
- —Goul mine No, & in vosl Co .nty, snd fo Lehish spd from there
we traveled-south to Boggy Ue ot,  from thrnce to Suddo as

this wes the only wagou road thr uph tiis part of the Zountry

4

at thet time,

*

Yhen we arrived at & place out in the country, there was

I v———
-~

‘only one store aﬁ&‘a“bi&ckamith*gngp._yig asked the storekeeper,

————

howlkér it was to Boggy Debot, we were told thet this was the

¥

place. .e again a»ked where the de ot wus, and was informed that
thet the closest de ot wes Atcka, fourteen miles distent, Of

course the joke wac gn 18 th%wugn ignog&hca but we aid not know
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‘ ¥
that Boggy erot was only a smell place and weas not on

v

any railroad, ©°
. T o~ .
Since 1 hove made Atoka my h me, 1 was eleéted County
. e

’ weigher in 1912 and held that office for four terms. After

.

v ~ I
1 was defeated for the fifth term, 1 traveled for sbout
- - - = = -- = D

éigh& years on account-of my health. Came back to Atoka,

&

and wes @ capgidete again for the sume office &nd wus elected
. y

~

by large’ mz jority and have held thet position siner,-
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