* /

[l

i
o >

13077

i
- g —od—ars
¥

S A

N P



LI Y

VAN, E. Fo TNTERVIEW 13177 -

LOW. Wiuon, .
Journalist, ' : ,
March 10, 1938, .

J
&

An Interview with Mr. E. F. Vann,
Muskogee, Oklshoma,

74 ,
. . ¢
\\ I an the son of Turnip and Martha Vann and I was bom'
1In the Flint District of the Cherokes Nation of the mﬂian ' _
Territory, June 20, 1870. 'Ihe present location oi’ my birth-
place would be 1n Adatr connty naar the present tcun or
Stilwelil, I ama full blood Cherokee mdi and sm now the )
day jatler at the Muskogee Coun‘ty Jail in 'gee.:_.:_ _ _' .
¢ My father was born 1n North carolina a ut’ 1825 :and my
mother’s nste was Martha Hcod befere her marriage and she wng
born in Georgia, Saptember 14, 1833. My father 1s now dead
and is btxried some few miles south of Stilwell.. ‘ ;&y maﬁxer
i{s .also derd and 1s buried 4n Mcmtms;x County, near Checotah. '
In 16890 I married a whrbe woman ef the name of Aljce
Metheney ¥ho.was born in Crawford f\on’ﬁty, Arkenses, June 6,
1876, ‘ -’ |
, My father \agd ‘grandfather moved to Georzia betere’ tna'/
removal of the Cherokees t0 the Indian Texritory fmm Hm‘th

Carolina end my mother’a r&tents lived in Georgia. There has

l . \

S
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'beon much to0ld to me by my parents and grandparents as to

F

! thb way in which -the Gharokeee were treated and were driven
s

f\rom their homes {n Geergia, ¢11 of which history has recoid-
ec} 5however I feel that I should say nw parents were of two

| diﬁfarent ¢lans or factionss My nother's parents vere ravor-

, sble to the Treaty or the Ridge Party and on account of a
t\rsa mz,:de nxh the United Stgtes Government, my motper's_
peopl‘? were moved west by the Gm;ermmént, by steamboat and
wagonsi and settled in Westemrn Arkansas,-noith of the presént
town of|, Fort Smith, in 1835, Mother was but & beby two years
oi& at this tiu’xe. These Cherokees were ealle; Emigrants or
the Western Cherokees. _ o

- My f\é\ther's people would not abide by the treaty and
vere known as mempers of the Anti-treaty or Ross Party who
refused to leave their homes back in Getrzia, because the land
was fertile \\‘and had many 1mpmvemen'ta‘ and furthermore becauge
their loved 61383 were burfed there, In all, the members of the
Ross or Anti{-treaty party were satisfied and content in Georgia
and dfd not care\tﬁ take ui) new homes in a cozﬁatry of which they
knew nothing. All the story of their aurferin@ in Georg_ia and

along the Trail of Tears has-alfeady been written.' My father

d
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while only thirtesn years cld came on the :rraii of Tears

with his parents and while on this trail, he lost one of

|
S /v ;‘.4
- : \ iy

|

t

" his brothers.  Father's people settled n the Flint Disw "

tr1¢t where I wes born. It was in 1838 that this removal

ocourred and it was only a few years until my mother's
‘people'w\ho had settled i,n Arkangas were again ;iompel;.ed to

'gnove into the cbnﬁpes of the Imdien Terriﬁéxy. They v

. ) )f' ty -
gettled in the Flint Diatrci_t where Father and Mother grew: e

up ann were mam‘ied-.

. " r
. i,

I have heam;my grendparenta and parenta aay, that after

the troublesome t1 .e3 of enforced migrgatfon and settlement
in their new 1&nd§ in Indit;m Terri tory, there.followed' g:t

‘last a period of peace and prosperi‘ty among the Cherckees.
The younger Indians such a8 Father and mother beceme “recon~

.,, " v’d,f*" o e NN
eiled to the changc but my, grandparents never dia. X
&

»
s

—

\ ’

The ¢ountry of the Cherokee Nation was thinly populated
nd wila game was abundant.

8 he Cherokees had MK
. cattle, horges, oxenm,

ne and sone sheep, nost of which ran

upon, the open range of weodland and praiv-,ie. They ttlled smali

rielda of cotton and COTR. In soms instances the Indiane were

’

glave owmrs, having brought thei{r negro slaves with them.

-

FA



White men had {ntermarried

N , .
ng the Cnerckees and msny
mixed Imdidn and whit /dwcent. Many of '
j i .

femilied were o
mixed blood were welletodo and their

the femtlies o
children wer7 sent back 1t tc be educated,

¥ost of the people/lived in log cabins of one or two

» / ‘ .
Tooms, som?s of which hed only dirt fldors while some were

" puncheon floors. In almost a1l these cebins there was a

large stone or stigk émd mud fireplace. e wealthjer mixed
blood and full blood famnies’ lived 4{n llargar houses of frame,

log, brick, or stone which were aqual to homes back m“l-'.h'e

states during this period.

The people lived a simple 1{1‘e and much .of what‘they had
to eat and wear was produced at homes 'They killed and curea'
their own beef, pork and venis;:n. They dried their meat by
piaeiz;é 1t on scaffolds and under 'thans“eafrolds they would’

keep smoulderi’ g fires a’llowin the smoke t0 pass over and
{

aroand the meat to Leep away flies and insects while the sun

&1& the drying. They ground their own corn 1n a mortar with

8 pestle Or Tam. They pic. -ed the seeds from cotton by hend,.
Cc ton and wool were carded, spun and woven into eloth and

Y

Bpiniling wheels and hand 1ooms were found in nearly every

- )\ .
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wel}.;regulated home.

A}
1

People were hosp‘ij:_able and delighted to entertain

friends ami, neighbobrs? Their social affaim" and popular ,
gports consisted of pwniei, f£ishirg parties, horaé mgiﬁg I
ball plays, fox b..untaland house rajsi g8 a8 well as Stomp
darices and church soing. |

" In the Flint biatrict and in surrounding districts ex~
cept in the elearix@ which were being tilled, the eountry
wes still in its original oondition, a hill country of -
forest with amall areas of prajrie scetiored through it. It '
seema" the entire country abounded in wild gme, deer, beary,
opossim, raccoon, #ild hogs, wild cattle, wild horses, bob eats,
’squirrels, fabbits, wild turkeys, quajl, prairie chickens and .
wild pigeons. Antelope and i:;uffalc were on the great prairies
to the west. in what was called the Chcmkee Strip and mich .
$g{ould be' reached from tbe Cherckeo Ration & three or four flews
joutney. Many huntiixg parties were fomed to go hunt buff?lm~

what the hjill Cherokees called the buffalo country. - , -
£ ¥ m spscies of soft watey fish were abunda:xt in th%
£y N .&: .,'

creeks and rivers and partiaulaz‘-ly in . the Barren Fork and

. Iilinois Rive_r.



yild heeg Wers GOmuon axid the Indi
pleniy of honey by cutting dovxn a "bes

the bees of their treasure. \

 nuts. Hickory nuts were cmsheﬁ ;m a mcrt

v

. Semetimes the kernels wers picgced out\‘\ and

kess called this "Canuchiv.

y 1 _
ware. plenty of wild fruite end berries su
' §

seedlNng peaches, ﬁewberr{es, huci:leberrm

others.

. ! §
govermuent-Executive, Legislative and J'u#\i

fested gréat interest in 'pol}tiqal affa

\ before each elesction of trgbai off1e4:,

N\

butter similar t6 the presént day peaniit.butter. The Cherve

3 could have

ee”. and robbing

‘ .
Each Fall meny nute were g%thered duch as pecans,

walnuts, hazel nuts, and chinquap\ina s lwell 83 hickdry

ar with a pestle

end after they were well crushed wére plhced in a vegsel of

water sand the grease was skmmed ofé and tused for shortening.

crusned irto a

4

Some orchards were planted but not xmw becauge tiere

h as plums, grapes,

and a mumber of

J .

" The Cherokees had a tribsl form of ghverpment, with Chief
John Ress as their Principal' Chief; up t¢iand ')&clud:r.ig the day% '

of the Civil Var. There wers three brandhes of' the Cherokee

eial. \ People mani-

and the campajens

were hntlx contested.

-
?
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. . Trade and travel betwee/nx/th(tnﬁian Tgrritor& end

the states was done by stearboats which plied the Arkansas
River bet Lex; Fort Gibson, .éie.bbe}s Falls, Tamaha, Pleagsant
Bluff, Fort Smith, Afkanpaa, snd other citfes in the states.’
At the a;’*ri#al of a steamt;om at an Indiaﬁ ‘l‘erzjito'ry landing
nearly eyeryone in tge fsrading aettiement would go down to’
meet it for thése boats carried passengers, muil and freight.
:From‘the‘.bcgt lendings the é’argos were hauled to inland
poin‘b;s by freight wago'na, t’raina and stages,

Missions and sélgools incresaed &t the {nstance of
nissionaries who ceme %o this country with the :f:adi'ans. Many
Indians received same education in tjze_ mission schools, come
pleted their education at coileges back i{n the states and
reMed %o tl?e Indian Territory and took up teaching.
Mother's father, my grandfather, David Hood told me that the
Cherokees had a Bible Soclely and a Temlieranehe Society as ‘

%ly as 1845 or Y46, seven years after the trek ‘over the
| Trail of Tears, rj ’
~ At the outbreak of the Civil War the Cherokees were in
good coad{tion and did not care to enter what they called a

"white men's war", saying that they had had trouble enough

—
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,mth the white men in the yeprs past.
Many white men as I have caid had married irnto the
Cherokeer Tribe and mspy of these men were from Southern

étates and c;ﬁned slaves and along with these Cherokees wefe{,

"the Chemokees of mm Party or the m:térants smong

whom were my mother®s people. 411 of the Full Bloods of the'
Anti-treaty or Ross Party were im favor of the Federal Union
and my fatber's people _sionged to that faction, but as time

passed the Cherokees were compelled to take part in the
Civil Vare ‘

The Federal garrisons &t Forts Smith, Washita, Arbuckle ’
and Cobb were withdrawn from the térritory and marched into
Kansas u.nder Cel nal Wme He Enory.

 The Confederate States gsent ‘lbert Pike into the Territexy
to enliat the Gherokees in the Southern Arye The Confederates
*’orces had no?v seized Fert Smit;z, and Contederate troops from
Texas oceupied Forts Waahita, Arbuckle and Cabb. \

" About this time ammities ivqre due the Cherokees from
the Governmerit but these cpaymeflts were\ {nhheld. Thg Civel Var
'!Fus now u.der way and troops were organi :} in both ’the Unicn :

3

and Confedarate ‘amies.' ~ . . g
) ~ |
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My grandfather, Jim Vann, &y father, Tumip Vamn,
and a fellow uho .wes a clc;ses friend of Fathgr'?a ‘joinled ‘up:
with the Unfon emd my grendfather on Mother's syde, David
Ho6o, and his hx"other, Henry Eﬁod,;’ Jjoined up With the Lonw
w.federai;es. Jim Vann and Father fou";ht in the battlés a'é{'
Cano *m.l Arkansaa, near Springfield, Missouri and at .
. Honay Springs. They had been stationed at Fort Gibson

unger General Blunt before the bettle on Elk Creek at
.
A'rhe only major battle in whic

COﬁde}d’(/ e AFmy was wi e and Watse at Honey Springs. It
18 %hjx\ible t ink and realize how my folks Zought each
t at Bone' @ﬁr{ngs but T am gied to say/j,hat/ none of
them w t41led snd all returﬂ}om@ér the/ I"ar,, and

)s’éttlod down agéin with rﬂa e Flint ]ns}ﬁrict to

5 / Reconstrue{ion ~

7 tolks fought in the



/ It was only the next year after the war that the -
Prineipal Chief of the Cherokees, ohn Ross df‘ed n

Washington and his body was ret:

. \ L
1ed t0 Park Hill for~
. . k ]
\

4
[al
|
¥

buriale.
Slaves éere frroed, and nmade .

rights beceuse the North had vion the ¥ar. Railroadé wer;

e, MK & T Railroad #8s b it ac}'os;s ‘Ind
from Kennos to Texhs in 3.8’7}. ?Z»‘?

junetion at abcm; tha a

»

A - /

~

-

-
-
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t1tizens with full tribal™

8,
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. plows oalled twisters. My folks .  conbinued using oxen.

=u-

‘ // , ﬁ
wes built from Van Buren, Arkensas, t‘# Coffeyville through
the" Territory in 1886 and 1867. , Kanses Cfty and |
Southern was buil$ in 1894 as was t e Choctaw, Oklahoma
and Gule, now the Rock Islend. - /

Soon lands were taken from tt/x’e .:Cherok'eos on which -
wild Indiana_were pleced on ‘resci'/#ations. From tl/xe close
of the C{vil Waxr the Chefokeea C#Oﬂtinued to lose their
lands in rif'st one way end then %a.nother until allotments
were made by thé Dawes cOmissiaQ

In my boyhood deys people plowed v 1th oxen, used

crude deer.tongues made of woodf and then finally got little %

|

%
when I was about sixteen yéers old. , Ths Tirst turning p
.. N //’ ; ,’

I oves sew waé when T Qaa thj‘j‘teen yeurs vlle. It was what ’

one puld call todey & pony plowe /’
Mother went to Fort Smj tﬁ one time and ceme bnck witli

the plowe I shall never for%et. this plew nor the flrst eooh

stove Muther got at Fort Smith. I was then twelve years ~lde.

The Indjans,cams ror miles tb seo the stove. Ve always cooked

in the firoplaca er on an epbn fire before the stove caqxe mto

onr home, ¥Yhen I was Juat a boy ny. Job betore each maal wag to

g b
e g -’
|

| |
. gm-\.A | . . 1
..“‘““"*‘*\\ i J e |
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grind the coffee in a'little old box hand coffeec mills.

. 7
Coffee was parched or roasted by Mothor as green coffee

wos .all one could buy. Meny times we parched corn and

i
1

used that for coffee and sometimes Mother msde a drink which

—

cetting me to d¢ this work.
T used 1o /help pick out the cotton seeds as there were

no zins snd T helped tolrtm’thg‘ spinning wheel and the old

T

—y et

hand lt;om in in oﬁix. I loved to huht »snd ~f‘ish.' I

would gig fiéh ~ +hood then: with a bow cnd arrows and I

£

F . : -
killed bird / /ﬁith & Dblvwsun made from csne and\I killed laize

~

ap and ball rifle. T boucht gun caps and

-

store, same bar lead end moulded my owm rifie

gare with

powder : %t

-
v
3

v

ballse. o
My clothes épere,home spun and gloves were knitted by
B \ - '

Mother ag wsre ’\ SOCKkSe VIV wore moccasins sare "and finally

to byy shos peg wood at the étore; thes
| ' S
\out Just right for shie pegs snd I had to

got shoes, We us
vas box éider wood

whittle ;mt shoe t'rom'this wood to repair our shoés.
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" Oar shoe lest was mede of wood and later we got the

>

‘

im!:l lasts. '

e ——

: I algso helped to maske soap, we had an ash hopper,

seved the ashes and let water run through the ashes s as
to makc‘s a8 lye water and by adding greases and boi‘ling’s{ame,
Mother and I n;ade fair a;aap. ) ’
Every three or rom; months we wou}d ta}:;e our big iron

' ket:hle and go to”the saii springs Over near Littie Lees

' Creek nurth of the present town of Long, and mike salte

\
\

fire under the kettle and boil the water out leavi:g the

Ve would plece the salt water in the kettle, build a \

salt. ) ' -7
\ ¥ost of my schooling was at the Brown Springs Schéo} \\\
in 1:;he Flint District which zsould be loeatéd today neer ‘ \'\
the town of Bunch, on old h"ié!\may No. 17. My teachers were \\
Frank Sanders, Amanda Sande.rs. Maggte Henks and Ludi Starre \\
After 1 wd:s grown I attended t!_m" Bc;ys Seminary at Tahlequah :
, for some time and remember one of\nw teachers, a‘nrs. Sevier.
‘Mother took- me to church with hex:' when I naé a little
¢hap and ‘even on up to my late teens. Chuzeh s held at
the‘hom:ss of neighbors or at the scheolhouse. Some or'tl;a

preachers were John Sevier a Mothodist, John Spallwccd,

+
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Presbyterian, John Ross also a\Preabyten.ri'an and an -
mdian nemed Gettindown, a Baptists '

“l‘he f{rst gin and ;samill’I ever sgw was one mile east
of J’oe'Béwers h_line* Mile ,::oad house on the old Military
Road neai' Fort Smith, It was omed by a man nemed Ale;arder. A
It vas a cne atand gin opemiéd by water. -Thé cotton was
£ed into the stand by hend end tremped down into the press
‘'and finally & li%tle buckskifi mule turned down the preas
sc;gia until it was the deaired sgze when it was baggeé'aﬁd

t1ed., The capacity of this gin wes about threc bales per

déy with good luck and no ’breaic,dmme. Tkis sewmdll was ;also
a water mille I mighﬁ s;y the gin and mill were on Caump
Creek. | '

. I had.{o work & great deal -when only a mere boy fér |
Tather died wheh I wan quite young and Nother g’iepende&“a
great deal onmo. I Cen't say I wea ‘like the rest of the
littlfz Indians because my motliér had adopted many of the
chamcterié*;;cs of the vhite pe;opl‘e and she ruled over m

\

¥ords and Fsrries

N
\

mé Morgan Ferry crossed the ;Arkansas River near the

" present highway bridge between Fort Smith end Oklahomae It
¥ bridge detw

\
- .
A
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~ ~15 - ©
was iirét % pole ferry, then a cgble ferry. It was first —"
ovned by Gid and Frank Morgen and later by the Payne
brothers. 4 ¢able ferry crossed. the Arkarnsas at the .
', 'present town of Tomaha end a pole ard later a cable ferry

" trossed the Cansdisn River near the present town &f Briar-

towl,

\ ' : | Stagze Lines
i used ;o go to Fort Smith axid from there I would go %o
vigit friends at Fishertévm and at Eufaula. The stage coach
TTett qu;t Smith'li‘y ‘way of the old mig.itary road and left the
mail at Joe Bowers on Calnp Cree;k. about eight miles out of

Fort Smith and wntigxued@o%iy‘to the John «¢nd Nant:yav&hiiders’s,

3tand & short distanée south of the present town of Sa1lisav.

i

At the Childer's Stand, the horses were f‘ed, watered and rest-;
_,

.ed for their return trip te Fort Smith. The majl left for

~ Childerts Station a;;g the luggage wes xmloadeﬁ onte anothey

L—-—-——.——,—-

A e s

stage after the passengers had eaten and the trip conti:ued
1

;;%3 oss Drake Prairie about i'our miles south’ of‘ the present

\\* .
" tawmn of. McKey and on to the ferry -crossing the Arkaneas . r

'_ Rqur where the next-stop and chenge was .at£ iebbers Falls.

- : \'\ .

~ . ¢ * ) ‘ » ) 0‘4‘-
| : e ‘
!

¥
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The Vann S‘aand made the transfer and a new atage

cmied us ¥ he next stop which was Fishertown, majil

and pesssngers caved for, the trip was cont,mued to » s
Texamm for a brief stop ?ov paasen,gergs ana mail. 'I‘hh

stage i’orded tge gouth Canadien River into Eufaula ,

\ Fishert;avm wes on the old Tex'as: Road and r;o loner exists.

Ghost Tmma ‘ - o o

. ]
A v . 4

The town of. Mayes 1ocz=te& some four or five miles < ow

south of the present tom of StilwelL was a thriving,
active li‘c‘i:le village in the ’80'8 and I remember aome Qf
the merchents as bemg illiam Litmejohn Jahn Sl}arp, zsﬂ,l

Taylor George Z’L‘aylor and Ben Fletcher. ‘rhe ‘tﬁ)m -oi Dannen-.- '

burg was scme few my les no rth of the presenim
and 1\ ~emezber Eenry Dmenbugmﬁm

Theae tv*o towns Hayes 1234 U} Dannenburg became gho ’s toms ai‘ter .
~ the Kensas Cit.y Southern Eailrcéé built bhrough the Imiiem "‘ “

P — _..W—m«lwnr?’v :

.1,,V "

‘i;erritory and the tom of S‘bilwell sprang up. Fishertowm <

o~

was 1Qcated esst of the present tm\m of Bufaula’ on the old
Texas Road and I ramember tbat one of the Fishers operateﬂ

g store and the other ran ‘a blacksmkith shop. ‘g little

villa: e Mentually passed out, the Wim gorng to.
o 0 Coe
Eufaula. . ) .
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end bullet moulda.
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The tom of Mamard van located: on th@. old Fort PO .
Gibson and Tahlequah Road on Manard Bmu. This tovm .
/ -
% , s . . . .
no 1ongor exists. I P /’ ) ,-!-

., Ib :nlght be said that stores in thesé ,ghos% towns at o /

l £ s

, “one time handled complete lined of merchandfse mcluding

‘ < 4 ~

hardmre, shoes, clothing, and they tr'»ded merchenﬂic:e ‘for '

T ! h-,

_ brdes And fu;‘s, . Some articleg/ weréﬁnanaiwed then ﬁg@t would.”

be asrficuly 9, pirchese today sich s, ¢1de saddles, big

. eyed hoes), shoe peg: wo,bd,,hoops bustles, rats, brass ‘toe“a&s,g;m .
/ . .
boots, hat pins, bug@vana ox% whips, cun Caps, gun powder

e - v

oL e 2

Caves _end Mounds ' S,

-8
2

>

"inser:;

_ wére written in Spenishe The drawirgs {n this cave make .
<z LY. a° ~. ! v

L P - -

- I remenber a ca.vc well, that 1 usez m visit many times’
S

beirg about one

‘ ey

ww%n a boy. I‘b could be 1oca‘ced todey
ﬁile north and east of Lyens ’Bwitch on the Kansas C«xty

Soutﬂex\'n Railroad whieh is between Bunch and Stilwell. T
have begn 121 this cave many times and onee {hside of it 1

;3_unér that 1t has gnany rooms. The rock walls of this cave

! - . s
t

bear mzu.y inseriptions {n the Cherokee language and other -
riptions that I alwsy;s'} presumed to be, end ves told,

o
»
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ope believe that yaars bef‘re the coming of ihe bherokees
S&aniards once haunted this cave. I particularly =

en%thgt-a spriog which crossed the flosr of one of the

: rooms,‘aank down*into the s0l1d ‘recks and at a place about

'
1

" heng outs I remer..nr thet ina @

"Spade Sunsnine" .and“Bear Grimmattjuused this pl:ce as their

a quarter of 8 mile frem the cave the wrter fr-m this spring

~

“~

ceme to. the sur?ace of the earth. !

-

‘Marderers and Outlaws

ST
Abou t3§ ne miles north and west of~Salligaw in Sequoysh

County on Dry Qreeﬁ w. ich could be’

‘located today s being
about three miles east of Marble C{ty wes what was kuom to

t ¢/ko ntry side as a, Robbers' Roopt. Two men known as

¢
N

nken fracas amons the

—_
-s

ﬁgangs of these men 3e81 Grimmett xilled Sam Hswks st

— o ; -

|

t

Eobhers* Roosat, .

N

Ih aftar years Ked Chr1stie killed Bear over the k1lling

°f Haw wks ana later killed his best.man Joe Eagle.‘ Ned R

Cnristi{e was accused of K1L1]n8 a man named Maples at the

N

nrine in Tahlequahe The law tried to canture Ned Chris¢ie

by bhrninp his e¢s! in and hama on two.occasions tut failed'
{ ‘ ‘e

although it was claimed thaf“%he Indiqn Pelice and the United

\)»\bg
- States m&#ﬁhﬁf killed 1ittle Arch Christwe,as he fled from one
i ST - 0
; .

!
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Other murderers and outlaws whom I Kpel were\BiJ,lA

Pigeon ,"01d". Tom Starr, Zeke Proctor, Chenokee Bii‘l, | \\

——

flenry Starr and the Cook Genge I couvld tedl \of others

but wi1ll refrain for some of their ch’ilc‘ren\a e 1iving \
\

today and\ are honorsble citizeﬁs}. - \ \\ / ' \
| Turkey Roogt ahd R \ / A
¥11d é,nimall {Ig&ziﬁs: ‘ ;f-__' . \ \
A fho:t ‘way fmm iﬁg B:éown Yprics School A:heA -sch;;a e
which I‘a‘ttinqeﬁ‘?ﬁ;a/ix%xhcy :&;st asd 34 -qa.s‘vnp_d't?u,
turkeys came\ to\ Toost here i‘aste} then they"coﬁi e killed
out by the Im‘{ians and others. ;‘ ,
iany deer \aad wild hogs roampd along
oonl be located\to“&‘“‘ as being bé tween Dunch and Bolivexr.
P - United Stapes Merahdls , | \
; ‘“he marshals 1n the Ilrﬁmn erritory vhom I recall as )

I

overotvnv in the Flmv and' Seqhoyth Districts Who reported

jco Federal Judge‘ Park\gr w;sre im C \1@, J 1m Rogers, Ed Fryer,

-

B .
. .

Jim Will{ans @nd Gharliia}w es.
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n - "Indiasn Police

i ® }
L) hd ' -— . .

- - ¢ . s

X . y 4

The Indian Police in the Cherokee Nation as Ij! Tirst

1 refnanber thwi wore uniforms end xve‘re,"éasily dist‘ilfguia\hed
‘~‘; 8t e aistqnce. These hnifOl‘!’l’ls were dark blue hloixees' gnd

Trcrus-eas._trimeq_w th hmas buttons. The trmusers had tzlaek

gtripes down. the.lags. They wore brqv;n hats .which were? *

. : i
“~ »

\s nilar to the i;i'esen'c army ocamraism hets. They cerried sir
coters and rifies, I believVe their.selarigs were 350400

r month plus their-uniforms rnd their itransportation wss

7

ld"for in some ‘1‘hstancea."; They repvorted directly tq the

_' =Cherokee Indian Ag,ant and were ‘paid bv the Cherakee Govern-

e _

f
me%st, Some of the police hhum I kney were Dick Taylor Hen;:y,

Housebucrg, John. West, JohnTSrqvm, Jif TROMpS00 GIha 28se

b
oo

!
1

Proitor. ' -

e

- . . .
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Indians Wégoons
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shot by blowing. int» the cane,

T ' ' \ Indisn Paints

‘l’he In irné painted their faces with a yeod known

3

to them a8 the p&int weed leaving ‘tha color red.,." They

e

\3®30 peinted their bows enf arrows with thisiweed when red .

»

iv'8 desiredes In gome instauces the face was rrarg<ed with
| :

soft stones ma}éiné’ 1t ‘brown or slcte coloreds
‘\ dian

We)dyed our nread the deaired coler aftor spinning

it and befor f it WT wqj:éx_z 1'nto eloth,, ¥almti hulls | de &

dark brown

3 tan, \iii‘-digok made all shades of blue en

T T e et e man

~

paim‘ weeds made all colora of red c.nd \fﬁr:.

.

—Indjpn Medicine

"In every community there were one or moreé Medicine
J' , 1 ~

: \‘iien"ahd Mid-wivese -Many remedies prepare& by‘ the Medicine’

v
NP

J

¥en werg held s nmfmnd secrets by them btzt nearly e,very

_._e.,,.o..?.n,, e A o B

Indian knew that boneset uld TEe hiixr*mza“"that gnaks

root would alsce To brcgk ¢h1lls and fever the mdians

used-butterfly root. Mullein was used to meke eouch -

s~

nedicine. Cetniy was made into a tea Tor babies and sassafi‘as'

bark was used ss|a blood. }pu:vifiexj}. . i

»



W m the"qar)idays tixey\
o7 ate thotr f
f;c/'om heme-made bow and cups

de I,

nveelf) have eaten

/ .
and ssucers made of c¢lay. Ne I'lye all the men, maﬁe the'ir

»

.ovn pipes from clay and used \l cane foi Pipestems..

V)

Small statues of horses, ¢o hrds and a‘ther anfmals’ werd
made from elay. . I kmow of homes completely furnished by
home-made furniture spch~as ‘,c,hairs and \beds. o .

! f
] '\'l ‘Indian }..ar‘riages

S

There w&s 2 method fcu marriage prescribed by the -

Cherokee Govermnent pertaining to aecuring a certificate '

"% L&+

of marriage and completed by any minister but up in my

g

country few peeple were marriee in this way. A Gherokee
qt k- VOUld o e,

'girl er voy/ p1ck hm or her choice and the couple- would -

- gtart, living together. The Chemkees mde tme and loyal s
A .msbands and wiveq ther*ve Six ply were no such things as
‘ separ&_’tion end divorcgsg
| ¥ ﬁdian Bu'rial |
The Cherokees as )fai' back as I?.have been told abou’t

\ L A
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oockets vmen he wag taken sicke Things like his knife, pipe
tobaceo 11' he had any money, his eyes would be closed and

piecgs of money placed on thep.

3

Indien Laws and Courts.

{
i

" The jmerokge Nation was divided into nine di‘stricté.

In egsh istrict them was a court house and a w& ping “ost.

A judge, ;a proseeu?:ing atto:mey and a sheriff and his force

viere the | aaw enforcement agencies.

x
e

. ®

In my district the F.Lint District there vas - -two_

story frame court House vd;ich ‘vas 1ocated near the present -

-~

230

o

IR

one hundred yards fiom ‘the eourt house stdod a large oak tree
thich wog used for a whipping poste. Judge Lon Lynck sexved’
as judgc|of this district for yesrs and the Prosecuting _

© Attorney|was Ellis Starr, - Some of the sheriffs elected from

+

town of Lyons, on the Kamsas City Southein Railroad end ab ut
008 2

o oy

time to time were Tom Teylor, Charlie Smith and Dick Taylor.

If a4 person was found guilty of a crime he was sentenced
to receiye s certain number of lashes at the whipping post.

I remewbpr en Indian who was known by all as "Saddle Blanket”
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who st”le a hog and vas leshede In thie Cherokee Nation

a murderer W48 hung ~nd the sherifr had cl*arge of the ,
K A
execution. “A Qcaffold was built at the whgppin post - '

a
" and the last man hung n this distriet was a man’ named

m:mhy who had committred a marders . L L

'&7‘?

. ' ' ' Dawes Cumxﬁission \

Tge Dawes Commission began to operete gn the early
*90's8 or about *he date of sale when the Cherokee Strip
wes' to be opened for sqttlement by white people in 1893. '
Engineering parties ‘began 10 1 ay nff the Whole Cherpkee
Netion into sections, townships and tom«anqs.' X msn of

the name of :Tohn Lynch was pilot for one of }*hese parties.
\

We. 7“ Hastings at that tima Was ons of the cff*ce moloyees.’&\

,jA_. ——— e - RN

After the surveys wera made -the Commissfon ’tegan to

erfroll all the citizens of the “-‘zamkee tribe, with' the’

ihtention of making alloments of Land to ea&: of them at

o | .
he opportuns time, doinp' away with the owning of the
an

¢ i

_ [Cherokee landas by the tribe in conmon. The ds vl:er\e
ag.pralsed at fram 50 cwts o $6.00 per aere¥ s.nd the basis'

of the allotment provided ti.at no ohe emrollad could own more

than about $300,00 worth of lq:.dr' Everyone‘ had his right 30

I -

n. N X Lt j ‘y
-
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-after$3tatehoo& a8 T Trémember it now when my mother, an P
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/s

. / . )
: wns/bccauae he\wo8 entitled ty/tha jmprovements which he
ha

placed on his land.

In édue time\ allotments were made nnd the Cherokee

Trﬁbal Laws began t0 slip out of existence. -
\ .

f fggments“énd Apnuities

. At tha time of the Civil War and before, payments wers
due the Emigr%nts for their concessions in ueorgia before

moving West according to a tresty made with the United

a5

States Govermment but these anguties were not paid until

———

emigrant reeeivaﬁ then a aum of money the exact amount of

which I_do nqx'recall.

The Cherockee Strip was sold in 1893 and if I am correct
[

e&@h erokee received $565.20 about the year 1897 or 1898.

The Strip paymant wes made at adventageous points {m the
_niue dfstrictS\on di fferent aates. I received mine at Webbers
TR _ ?J; - . .

1?81190 ’ | ) o T

As I Eﬁde#stand it the mTuey came to the Natiods Capital

" at Tahlequah and from theve it wes distrebuted to the other

distritts. The money was hauled 1n boxes loaded on wagons

A

~
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b -

to Yebbers Falls,'guaxéed by Iﬁdgan Aggnts, %ndign Poltce
and Indian Sheriffs. - A

Befbre'the Str&p.payment mas“made I ieceived small . .
sums from §10.00 to $2Q.00 ai.differedt times. Same pecple
célleé these payments "byeSQ mon;y" but they wefe better

mown a8 "headrights”. ' The mnoney received was for pasture- ’ VAP

l{icease, ‘permits and other little moneyé coliceted by the 4

» .

a~

Cherokee GovYernment., . _ S /
' | v ) ‘4 / ' /

s

/
/
/



