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UW. Wilson,
Journalist,
March 10, 1938«

An interview with Mr« E. F. Yonn,
Muskogee, Oklahoma*

I.am the son of Turnip and Martha Vann and I was born -

in the Flint iblstriet of the Cherokee Ration of the Indian

Territory, June 20, 1870* The present location of ray bi r th-

place would be in Adair County near the. present torn of

Stilweil/ I &n a full blood Cherokee frdi'anand m now the

day ja i le r at the Muskogee County Ja i l in Mukkogee,

/- Î y father was born in North Carolina abouv 1825, :and my

mother's nsae was Martha Hood before her marriage and she wns

born in Georgia, September. 14, 1033* My father i s now dead

and is btiried some few miles south of stflwell* % mother

is also deftd and i s buried in Mciatosfi County, near Checotalu

In 1890 I married a white woman of the name of Alice

Metheney who was born in Crawford County, Arkansas, June 6,'

1876. ' !

}fy father antt grandfather moved to Georgia before t^tf'

removal of the Cherokees to the Indian Territory frora Horth

Carolina and ay mother's pV'rents lived in Georgia* There has
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been much to ld to me by ay parents end grandparents as to

' the way in which the Cherokees were t r e a t e d and were d r iven

f̂ rom t h e i r homes i n Georgia, < 11 of which his tory, has reeo id-
\ ~* ' '

edl however I f e e l t h a t i should say my parents were of two

different clans or factions*; tip mother's parents vaere favor-

able to the !Breaty or the Bldg« Party and'on account of a

treaty made with the United States Government, my mother's

people were moved west fcy the Government, by steamboat and

wagons\and settled in Western Arkansas, north of the present
tovm bf« Fort Smith, in 1835* Mother was but a baby two years

\old, at tMs time* These Cherokees were called Migrants or

the Western Cherokees•

people would not abide by the treaty and
\ -

were known as members of the Anti»treaty or Ross P&rty-who

refused to" leave their homes, back in Georgia, because the land

was fert i le and had many improvements' and furthermore because

their loved ones were buried there, in all , the members of the

Boss or Anti-treaty party were satisfied and content in Georgia

arid did not care to take up new homes in a country of which they

knew nothing* All the story of their sufferings in Georgia and

along the Trail of Tears haa already been written.' W father :
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while only thirteen years old came on the Trail of Tears

with his parents and while on this t ra i l , he lost one of

his brothers* Father's people settled n̂ the Flint Dis-

trict where I was born. I t was in 1838 that this removal

occurred and i t was only a few years until my mother's

people who had settled in Arkansas were again compelled to

move into tke confines of the Indies Territory. They

settled in tSw Flint Distrdt where Father and Motler grew

up and were ma3*rie&»' . % «•

I have heard, my grandparents and £arenta *&ay, that after

the troublesome t i <es of enforced migration and settlement

in their new lands in Indian Territory, there followed' at

'"last a period of peace and prosperity nmtmg the Cherokees,

The younger Indiana such as Father and Mother beceme 'recon-

ciled to the change but my.grandparents never did.

The country of the Cherokee Kaiion was thinly populated

and wild game was abundant. The Cherokees had ĵ&fsfty of

cattle, "horses, ozen, swine anTiio^e sheep, most of which ran

upon the open range of woodland and prairie. They t i l led small

fields of cotton and coriu in some instances the Indians were

slave owners, having brought their negro slaves with

f '
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had intermarried among the p&erokees and many
• 7 / '

faailles were or mixfed tndiati and vfeite descent. Many of

the families of mixed blooyfi. were jteUJW-tordo and their

children were/ sent back #astt to be educated.

Most of the. people/lived in I03 cabins of on^ or two

rooms, son© of which had only dir t floors while some were

puncheon floors* in almost a l l these cabins there was a

large stone or st ick and mad fireplace. Xhe, wealthier -mixed

blood and full'blood families lived in larger houses of frame,

log, brick,, or atone which were equal to homes back in th©

states during this period.

The people lived a simple l i fe and naich^of what they had

to eat and wear was produced at home. They killed and cured

their own beef, pork and venison* They dried their meat by

plaeing i t on scaffolds and tinder the scaffolds they 'ssould'

keep smoulder!, g f ires allowing the smoke to pass over and

around the meat to Leep away f l ies and insects while the sun

did the drying* !They ground their own corn in a mortar with
* *

a .pestle or raa» They pic.:ed the seeds from cotton by hand.

Cotton astf wool were carded, spun and woven into do th , and
> \ . - , '

spinning wheels and hand looms- were found in nearly every
•V • •

v
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well-regulated home* . - , . * .
«

People were hospitable and delighted to entertain

friends and neighbors• Their social affairs' and popular
it • . . -x

sports consisted of pinnies, fieh^rg parties, horse racing

ball plays, fox hunts and house raisi gs as well as stomp

dances and church going.

m the ^lint District and in surrounding districts ex-

cept in the elearings which were being tilled, the country
* ^
was still in its original condition, a hill country of --""

** t •*
i *

forest with scpall areas of prairie scettqred throu^i it» It

aoe&ei? the entire country abounded in wild gome, deer, bear,

opossum, raccoon, wild hogs, wild cattle, wild horses, bob cats,

squirrels, rabbits, wild turkeys, quail, prairie chickens and •

^ild pigeons* Antelope and buffalo were on the great prairies
*

to the west .fn whet eras called the Cherokee St r ip and i&ich •

jH>uld be reached from the Cherokee Nation a three or four days

journey. Ifeiay hunting parties were fomed to go hunt buffalo
what the h i l l Cherokees called the buffalo country.

Jt » , Xll species of soft water fiah «ere abundant' in thei; •
; - i f « ' H • . ,' ' •

creeks and rivers and particularly in the "Barren fork and

Illinois River* • . .
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,Wlld beep were CGnmon euid the Indiana could have"

• ' ' ' \ V

plenty of honey by cutting down a "bee tpree" and robbing

the bees of their treasure.

Each Fall many nuts were gathered duch as pecans,
walnuts,, hazel nuts, and chinquapins as

nuts. Hickory nuts were crushed in a

well as hickory

"with a pestle

and after they were well crushed we're placed in a vessel of

water and the greasa was skimmed off and fused for shortening.
\

Sometimes the kernels were picked" out. and!

butte-r similar td the present day pean\i£- cutter* The Chero*

ci=i«5hed i r t o a

because there

kees called' this "Canuchi". \

Some orchards were planted but not

were plenty of'i wild fruits end berries sulh as plums, grapes,

seeding peaches, dewberries, huckleberrifs\ and a number of

others•

The Cherokees had a t r ibal farm of government* with Chief

V •
John Boss as their Principal Chief, up tcjand jtyjluding the days

of the Glvil War. There were three branches of\ the Cherokee

,, LegislJttive and People mani-

fested great interest in political affaips and the campaigns

before each election of tribal offl&Kls were hotly contested

K
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Trade &nd travel between ttoB""tndiaJi Territory and

/ I r
the states was done by steamboats which plied the Arkansas

River betWeen Fort Gibson, Webbers Fal ls , Tamaha, Pleasant

Bluff, Fort Smith, Arkansas,.and other citfes in the s ta tes . '

At iihis arrival of a steamboat at an Indian Territory landing

nearly everyone in the trading settlement would go down to*

meet i t for these boats carried pasaen^rs, mail and

. From the.boat landings the cargos -arere hauled to inland

points by freight wagons, trains and stages*

Missions and schools increased at the instance of

missionaries who came to this country with the Indians*

Indians received some education in the mission schools, com-

pleted their education at colleges back m the states and

returned to the Indian Territory and took up teaching*

Mother's father, ray grandfather, David Hood told me .that the

Cherokees had a Bible Society and a Temperance Society as

' ea^ly as 1845 or '46, seven yearst after the trek over the

Tra.il of Team*

At the outbreak of the Civil War the" Chejokees were in

good condition and did not care to enter what they called a

"white men's war*, saying that they had had trouble enough
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with the white men in the ye*rs past*

Many tfiite men as I have said had married into the

Cherokee^ Tribe and many of these men were from Southern •

states and owned slaves and along with these Cherokeea were,

the Sherokees of the Trefi^r Party or thfe Migrants autong

whom were my mother* s p'eople. All of the Full Bloods of the

Anti-treaty or BOSB Party were in favor of the Federal Union

and my fatber's people belonged to that fact!on9 but as time

passed 4the Chferokees were -compelled to take part m the

Civil War.

The Federal garrisons at Forts Smith, Washita, Arbuckle

and Cobb were withdrawn from the terr i tory and marched into

Kansas under Celortftl l o , H» Bnory»

.The Confederate s tates sent Mbert Pike into the Territory

to enlist the Cherokees in the Southern Azxqy. The Confederates

forces had no* seized Fort 3mlth, and Confederate troops from

Texas occupied Forta Wa^hlta, Arbuekle and Cobb.

About thi? time awiuities ^ r e due the Cherokees from

the Government but these payments were withheld. The Civil War

*y5 now u .der .way and troops were organ! zea in both the

and Confederate armies.' -s . \ ^
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grandfather, Jia Venn, ngr father, Turnip Vonn,

and a fellow who was a close, friend of Father's joined up

with the Union and ray grandfather on Motherfs side; David

Hod&, and his brother, Henry Hood,° joined" up with the <fen*

-federates. Jim Vann and Father fought in the battles at '

.Cant *Hillf Arkansas, near Sprfngfield, Missouri and at

Bbney Springs# They had been stationed at Fort Gibson

under General Blunt before the bettfe on Elk Creek at

EoneV Springs. ' . . ^ •

only major battle in ibtcjk'-XBy'folks fought in the

was wt-£fê baiRlWatje flt Honey Springs• It

is terrible %p^tfx\uk and realize how my folks bought eacb

at Honey. Springs but I em giad to say ^hat^none of

tbeia wer^fetlied and a l l Teturned/ hpmeaf t©r the/ War, and

tstrict to

start l i fe anew* ^ /

Reconstruction

end of the War found/the Cherokees in'la pitiable

condition with their homes burnedr-Tields grom up wi th

down again with rejal

weeds, live stock eat<

wild in the catfe brakes*

Iriven off and and cattle

\

\
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It was only the next year afz&r the war that the

Principal Chief of th& Cherokees, ohn Hosa^died i

Washington and h is body was returjded to Park Hill for""

burial.

Slaves were freed, and madn .bitizens with, full t r ibal

rights because the Horth had tion he ffa.r» Railroads were

pennitted to build through the terri tory and Congress was.

empowered to establish a Territorial government with an" ^ ~

mtcr-tr ibal Legislative Council* The Cherokees bi t ter ly .

opposed/all of this and the fact tl\at there were %ao factions* -.

of Che/rokees tended to defeat the purpose of the Peace

Coun<

It took about ten or

(vil .'ar for the Gherokeos^to re^estkblish thaas^elve^ and to

^/recover fro© the effects

lives vand customs were ^bout the

had been some ten years before t

2hSiJMK & T Bailroaft was bx/ijiy across

• .. / h i '

from KCKBGS to Te^is in 18.'

Frisco Failix>ad b,uilt from

junction at about the s«oe/Ji_

! " • /

y^ears after the end ot the
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was built from Van Buren, Arkansas, to Coffeyville through

the" Territory in 1886 and 1887* Th6 Kansas City and

Southern was buili in 1894 as was the Choct&w, Oklahoma

and Gulf, now the Rock Island*

Soon lands were taken from the ..Cherokees on which

wild Indians were placed on reservations, from the close

of the Civil War the Cherokeea continued to lose their

lands in first one way and then another until allatmenta

were made by the Dawes Coaaaissicia*

In my boyhood days people flowed v ith oxen, used

crude deer-tongues made of wood and then finally got little

plows called twisters* % folks u continued using oxen.

when I sas about sixteen years, old* , Ths first turning

I e/e." saw was when I was thiWteen yetsre oil* It was. what '

one •yv.16. call today a peny plow* j

Mother went to Fort Smith one time and came bnck with*
i I

the plow* I shall never forget this plow nor the first cook
i

stove Mother got at fort Smith* I was then twelve years ^ld*
j

The Iadi ass \ came for miles t̂ > seo the stove* We always iiopked

in the fireplace pr on an 0ptbn f i re before the stove esxpa into

our home* When I was Just a boy my job before each ideal was to
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grind the coffee in a l i t t l e old box hand coffee mill*

Coffee was parched or roasted by Mother as green coffee

wos a l l one could buy. .Many times T?e parched com and
* r

U3ed that for coffee and sometimes Mother made a drink which

she called* wheat coffee. I used to have to peol pumpkins^

cut the pulp up into cubes and lay these cubes out on our

roof to dry* I liked pumpkin bread and Mother had no trouble
* /

getting me to da this work*

I used to /help pick out the cotton seeds as there were

no gfr.s and T Aielped to run the spinning vrheel and the oldA .
oth» I * loved to hunt • &nd-fish* Ihand loom in

would gig fish /~ î oofc thera with a bow and arrows and I

killed birds^ Mih a felawrgun mad© froin esae. and I killed

garce W.th aitoap and ball r i f l e . I bouf$t gua caps and

powder ut "phNe store, some bar lead and moulded wy onn r-ifle

balls*

% clothes ^rerehome span and gloves were knitted by
\ ' •

Mother as/ were ray socks. I wore moccasins sorx»~and f ina l ly
- \'\

got shoe^- We uŝ >d to buy shqs nog wood a t the *tore; th is
\\ ' - ,

was box blder wood\cut Just r ight for shoe pegs and I had to

tihittle out shoe pe&s from t h i s rcopd to repai r our shoes*
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shoe last was made of wood and later we got the
» ,

iron las t s* 4 • a "
s *

i I also helped to make soap', we had an ash hopper,

saved the ashes and le t water vvea. through the ashes so as

to make a lye water and by adding sreases an<j toi l ing same,

Mother and I made fair soap*

Every three or four months we would take our big iron

kettle and go to*the sa l t springs .over near Li t t le Lees

Creek xwrth of the present town of Long, and make sa l t .

We would place the sal t water, in the ket t le , build a

fire under ihe kett l« and boil tfce water out leavi: g the,

sa l t . • • ' - ' \

Most of my schooling was a t the Brown Springs School
• \ '

in the Flint District which would be located today near \
\

the town of Bunch, on old h'igliway No. 17. % teachers were v

Frank Sanders, Amaada Sanders, Maggie Hanks and Ladi S ta r r . ^

After I wrfs grown I attended the Boys Seminary at Tahlequah

for some time and remember one of my teachers, a #TB9 Sevier*

Mother took me to church with her when I was a l i t t l e

chap and even on up to my la te teens* Church was held at

the homes of neighbors or at the schoolhouse* Some of the

preachers were John Sovier a Uethodiat, John Smallwood,
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Presbyterian, John Rosa also a. Presbyterian and an

Indian naned Gettindown, a Baptist,,

She first gin and sawmill I ever saw was one mil© east '

of Joe Bowers Nine Mile road house cm the old Military

Road near Port Smith* It was owned by a man named Alexarder.

It noB a cne stand gin operated by water* The cotton was

fed into the stand by hand and tramped down into the press

and finally a little buckskin ftule turned down the press

sciew until it was the desired size when it was bagged and

tied.' !the capacity of this gin was about three bales per

day t$ith good lucfe and no bz*eak downs, Tfte samlll was also

a water mill* I might say the gin and mill were on Camp

Creek.

I had to work a great deal-when only a "mere boy for

Father died when I waa quite young and Mother depended a

great deal on me. I c&nH 3ay I was like the rest of the

little Indians because lay mother had adopted many of the

characteristics of .the white people and she ruled over me*

Fords and Ferries
x > , . • • • • • " " - " •

The Morgan Ferry crossed the Arkansas River rbar the

present highway bridge between Fort Smith and Oklahoma* I t
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was first; $ pole ferry, then a cable ferry. I t was f i r s t

owned by Gid and Frank Morgan and later by the Payne

brothers. A cable ferry crossed,the Arkansas.at the .

^present town of Tomaha and a pole and later ' a cable ferry

crossed the Canadian River near the present torn 6f""Brlar-

Lines

I used to go to Fort Smith and froja there I would go to

visit, friends at Fishertown and at Eufaula. The stage coach

1-eft Fort Smith I y way of the old military road and left the

mail at Joe Bowers on Camp Creek, about eight miles out of

Fort Smith and continued^^to the John uid

Stand a short distance southtjf the present town of

At the Childer»s Stand, the horses were fed, v?atered and "rest-
1 4

-ed for their return trip to Fort Smith. The mail left for

Childerfs Station and the luggage was unloaded onto another

stage after the passengers had eaten and the trip contiiued

^cross Drake Prairie about four miles south,'of the present

." town of, McKey and on to the ferry crossing ihe Arkansas

Elver -siie-re the next stop and change was .at Webbers Falls.
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* The Vann. Stand' made: the transfer and a new stage

carried us =RT̂ ne next stop which* was Fishertown, mail
* 4 . * ' *

and passengers cared far, ,the trip was continued ^"

Texana^ for a brief stojp for passenger? and mail. Thfe " •

stage'forded the ?outh Canadian BlVer into Eufaula, .

Fishertotm was on the'pld Texas. Road and' no loh';er exists
Ghoat T

' The torn of.I^ayes located some four or'five miles *' *

south of the .present torn of StilwelL: ^ 8 a^"thriving,

active l i t t l e village in the>80»s and J remember 8<Jms;Qf ,

the merchants as \>eing SlUiam Littaejohn, John S h a r p ^ l l

Kfaylort George Taylor and Ben Fletcher," .The ̂ m di

burg uas-soae few aUes north of the preaehtTiorm=^l

Th@a© tvo tcwas Mayes anu Dann'enburg becsme gho t ( t o t e after .

the Kansas City Southern Eailroad buil t through the Indian

Territory and the 'tmsa. of Stilwell sprang up.° Fishertbmi

was located east of the present/torn of Eof aula on the, old V :

Texas Road, and I remmber tha,t. one of the Fishers operated .

a store and the other ran a blacksmith; shop./Bi<a l i t t l e -

e eventually passed out j the popuj^ion goimg to-

i' .• : o

Eufaula. yr
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torn1 of Mallard' was loe&ted- on the, old Fort

Gibsoii &a& 'Tahlequah Road on Mallard Bayou*' * This tovm « '
• k • , . ' • * ' , • • ' „ • /

no longer"exists* * "' ; ' -\ /

^ / .It might be said that stored in "the^e.ghost to«ns k%

/'one',time handled complete lines' of merchandise incltiding

• >hardisa'ref "shoes, clothinc, and-they traded .me'rcheaidise'for ' ,

hfdes n'nd f urs» , Some ar t ic le^ •ser̂ ",haB,eli«d then l ^ t

be difficult to. purchase today suich as, s"-* de.saddles, %g

, eyed hoes*, shoe peg. wctbd,̂  hoops ,bus t i e s , ra ts , b£ass toe"9;

boots,, hat pins, buggy ""and ox whips, run-caps, gun powder

and bullet mould^i " '• " -

XJave3 and* Mounds • ,

a cave well* that I us-ed to* v is i t many tines

w>en a boy,- I t could be located today as being abQut one .;

, tiiiie north and east of Lyons'Switch on the Kansas ,<;?•

Southern Railroad which* is between -Bunch and Sti lwell . I

have been in "Gils cave many times and oiice inside of i t I •

faund* t i a t it-has many rooins* The rook wal^s of this cave ;

- biear iaany inscriptions ik the Cherokee language and other ' •

inscriptions that I alwaysr presumed to be, and yras told,

were written in Splanish. The drawings {n "&is cave aake
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lieve that years before the coming of |he Cherokees

Spaniards once haunted this cave. I particularly re-

ser-j that -a spring which cussed the floor of one of the

rooniB,'sank down into the solid ^r&cka and, at a place about

a quarter of a mile from the cave the wrter fr~ra this spring

cerae to. the surface of the earth* , '

Murderers and Outlaws
*V

About.nfne;miles north-and wesft of~3allisaw in Sequoynh

'" •••v I

County on Dry Qreek vi. ich could be (located today as being

abouf three miles east of Marble City was what was knp-Ti to

f-e^O'.ntry side as a. Robbers' Roost. Two men knosm as

"Spade Sunshine" and^Bear Griffi!aettf| used th i s pl= ce as the i r

hang out. I remer. ,".r tliaJt in a dyunicen fracas araons the
-js of these men 3ear Grimsiett killed Sam Hawks at

Robbers*'Roost* ' .
* * *

in aftar years Hed Christie killed Bear over the killing

'it }iswks and later killed his best man Joe Eagle. Red
CirisMe was accused of k i l l ing a man named Maples at1 the

lorinj- in Tahlequah* The lavr t r i ed to capture Ned Christ ie

by burning his cat in and horn© on two- .oceas-iona t u t fa i led;

although i t was claimed tha'T'^the'iiidion Polio© and the United

Spates ^.a^shal ki l led l i t t l e Arch Christ ie as he fled from one
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rcn aftersome still living may say for I xayse,lf\ say* Arc

Ned Christie was killed by Ben Knight and other\ officers*

'' • V i \ , - V
Ned Chrigtie was buried near the village! of .Wauhillaui
• • • -, \'\\ • \ . V

Other raitr4erer3 a I ld outlaws whom I laiew werd Bill \

Pigeon ,n01d". Tom Starr, Zeke Proctor, Cherokee Bi l l , \

Henry Starr and the Cook Gang/ I eovId,.tail\of others

but v-̂ 11 refrain for some of their chilc'renlare living

and are honorable citizens'\

Wild
Toxkgy Rooat ajid

Haunts*
a
t

A short way from the Brown Spring Scteol,^ the schoo3

I attenae

turkeys camevto roost here feste

out by the intoans and others*

e killed

• Many- deer \aad' t?ild hogs

1 be located,

i
United. Stajfces Ĵ aral

The marshals in the ikdfan

operating in-the F lmt and

to Federal Judge Parker were

Williams said

being b

•Creek which

Bunoh and Bolivar.

vtiom I recall as

Districts ^ho reported

f Jim Bogors, Ed Fry©!?,
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Police

The .Indian Police in the Cherokee Nation as E first

remember than wore uniforms en6. were'easily distinguished

at a distance*- ISiese uniforms were dark blue blopses and

buttons*
-'———__

\ stripes dom the.legs« They wore, brovm hats -which were
ihats* They cnrr^ed s i r;mi-lar to the present army

looters and rifles^ I believe their salaried ^ere 150^00 ^ ' .
•» • i

pfer moath plus their-uniforms f-jid their transportation -5733
* \ '
pstd'for in some instances* * They reported dir-ectly tq the

p^ol^e Indian Ageot^nd_wer€_paid by the Cherokee Govern-

ment* Some of the police whom, 1 knew vevo Dick Taylor Henry.

Houseburg, John West, JohnTBrov/n, Jita''Ilioia|;aoxx*aii«l

\

Indiana W

proverbial bow and, arrjoi? \l.s the nws^used weapon
. . . . . . L

in tlhe- early days but mrjay ovaaeil cap and.ball r if les which

lar, e gssâ  like deer, bobcats and bear.

Almost dverop l i t t l b Indian boy hkd a blo^gun with \fnj.db. he
kille'd ire The blo^gun ^as alpiece of cane five""or six

feet lonr,- m Which was placed a atoall arrow and the arrow
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shot by bloWin^into the cane. /

I Indian Paints

t o thean a s •

incirns painted their faces with a weed known

he pkint weed, leaving the color red./ They

V painted^their bows and arrows vrtth thisjweed when red .

w- s desired. In some instances the face was karked ??ith
i

soft 3fones it'browi or s l r te colored,

Indian Qyes

We dyed our thread the desired color aftpr

it.and befoi*e it was -woven into cloth.,Wainuti hulls toade a?as

dark broim or tan,]indigo made a l l shades of blue en

paint creeds isade a l l colors of red and :

4 M e d i c i n e

'.In every community there %ere one or more Medicine

aM .Mid-wives. -Many-reciedies prepared by< the Medicine"

•were held as v*of ound secrets1 by them but ^nearly every

Indian knew^tJiai boneset iiXS"|nii^"nI^~S2[a""that snake

i«oot would also. To break chills and fever the Indians

U3ed~feutterfly root. Mullein was used to make cou ;̂h ~

u "Catnipl was made into a tea for babies and sassafras

bark was used as a blood, purifier*
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ian Arts

Some of the Cherojcees were v^ry a r t i s t i c and in late
/ ' i -

years have become gre'at painters'* I Xn the earlV days they

/ M A ' ' \
made, bowls from clay in •which theft- a te the i r food* I ,

myself have eaten yiany timbs from hone-made. bowlk and cups

and saucers made of clay* Nefi(rly*all the men. mad© the i r
/ « •

i \ t

-own pipes .from day and used small cane foi pipestems*.
Small statues of horses, cows,1 birds and other aniiaals

' . . . / • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • .

made from clay* . I know of homes completely furnished by
' home-made furniture such* as .Chairs, and beds*

' i' " '
< x Indian >Aarrjages

There wds a method for marriage prescribed by the

Cherokee Crovernmen't pertaining to securing a certificate

of marriage and completed by any minister but up in my

eountsy few people were married m this way*" A Cherokee
: .- + '* would ' >• .. ^
girl or boy/pi ok hjy? or her choice and the couple-would

s tar % living together. The Cherokees made true and loyal
t *

' • - * ,i

husbands and wives; therfe sii ply were-no such things as - -
* _ • •

separation snd divorces*

Burial

The Cherokees as far back as I have been ti>ld about
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their customs Wlways btiried their dead in the ground

i s ' - /
as they (io today*. I* have known of instances where they
would bu2)y with the body, if a man, /things he had in his ;:;

i
pockets ^hen he was taken sick. Things like his knife, pipe,

tobacco if he had any money, his eyes would be closed and

pieces of, money placed on them,

Indian4 Laws and Courts.

' The-3herok^e Nation was divided into nine districts*

each district there was a court house and- a v) post.

A judge, la prosecuting attorney and a sheriff and hia force

were the law enforcement agencies,

jn my district, the Flint District there was- two

stoiy frame court "house «5iich^as located near the present

town of

one hund

mi

as judge

Attorney

time to

If

I remerab

yons, on t̂he Kansas, City Southern Railroad and ab ut
• - x-— : Y

ed yards fxram the court house stood a large dak tree
\ V\

w
\

used for a whipping post. Judge
A

Lynch served'
Aof this d is t r ic t for years and the Prosecuting

Ellis Starr* ^ome of the sheriffs elected

ime were Tom Taylor, Charlie Smith and Dick Taylor,

person was found guilty of a crime he was sentenced

to receive n certain number of lashes at the dipping post.

r an Indian «ho was knovoi by all as Saddle Blanket"
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who s t o l e a hog and was lashed* In the Cherokee Nat.ion

a murderer was &mig ^nd t h e s h e r i f f had cltarge £f t h e

execut ion . A Scaffold was b u i l t ajfc t he whipping pos t •

and the l a s t man hung ,*n . this d i s t r i c t was a .man named

Murphy -who had * committed a ifurder. „' •-.'<,

The Dawes Commission began t o ope ra t e £n t h e - e a r l y

•90»s or about the date of s a l e when the Cherokee S t r i p
. i

vies4 t o be opened fo r s e t t l emen t by white people i n 1893V

Engineering p a r t i e s began t o l ay ©ff t h e whole Cherpkee

Net ionl in to s e c t i o n s , townships and t o m s i t e s . A man of

the name of John lynch *yaa p l lo i r - for one of Ithese p a r t i e s .

W.. IT. Hastings a t t h a t t ime was one o f s t h e oiff 'ce employees
L ^i , > . • ;'

1 > — ~

After the surveys were made the Commissjlontegan to

er/roir a l l the citizens of the Cherokee t r ibe, "with the'

intention of making allotments of land to ea$i of the& at

he opportune tiia©, doing.away with the owning of, the

'Cherokee landa by the tribe, in eonmoh. The lands were

fappraised at from 50 cents to §6.00 per acre! and the basis

of the allotment provided that no one enrolled could otnTmcre
v • > . , I

than about $300.00 -oorth of la..d.- ' Everyone had his light to
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cake^ihe land'von which he live£ if he so chose; this

was (because he\was entitled to/th« impirovements uhich he

had' placed on h}s land*

I In due tjme\ allottaents were made ond the Cherokee

Tribal Laws began, to s l ip out of existence. '

! Payments and Annuities

' At the time of the Civil War and before^ payments,

due the Emigrants for their concessions m Georgia before

moving West according to a treaty inade with the United

States <}overnment but these annuties were not paid unti l

after 3tatehood as I remember i t now when my mother, an

emigrant, reeelvad: then a sxaa of money the. exact amount of
. /

I_do not^ recall.

The jBherokee Strip was sold in 1893 and if I am correct
• / . ' • I'

eath Cherokee received $363«20 about the year 1897 or 1898,

The Strip pajment was made at advantageous, points in the

Eii.e districts! on different fiates* I received aine at Webbers
- ^ — - _ - ^ - \ - . - - - - - -

F a l l s . • -I

A3 I understand i t , the m-pey came to the Katioris Capital

at Tahlequah and from'there i t was distributed to the other

distr icts . "5he money was hauled in boxes loaded on wagons
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to Webbers F a l l s * guarded by Indian Agents, Ind ian Po l i ce

and Indian "Sheriffs.

Before the Strip, payment was made I received small

sums f ram J£LO»00 to $20#00 at different times. Same people

called these payments "bread money" but they were better

known as "headrights"* The money received was for pasture
: t

license, permits find other l i t t l e moneys collected by the,

Cherokee Goirerament, . , - ' •


