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Field Workor's name __ Mrs, Nora Lorrin, . -
mhis repert made on (date) July, 19, 1937, 193
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1, Name “ kr. Henry B, Vasey,
2. FOST 0*’;"".“.'ic'; Address El Renc, Oklahoma.
3, Residence addrest {or locstion) 200% North Bickford.
4, DAIZOF BIRTH: Momth _ “August Day 30 _ Year 1865,
5 Place of birta . 'Blgin, Illinots.
6, Name of Father Placc of birth
Cther informat ion atout fatler ) a
7. Nems of Mothor . Placc of birth \

Otner indormation about mother

wotes or complite narrative by the field worker ®ealinz with the 1ife and

Aory of the ~croon intoerviewed, Refor to Manual for.surstud subjects
and quesrtirnse Continue on blank s iecis if nccessary ~nd attach firmly to
t'.1s "orm, Number of shocts att-.hed B .
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" of whom added fhemselves to’ the grou.p.~ On the way, _ they
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VASEY;, HENRY B. " . INTERVIEW.
Nora Lorrin, ' . . - ' : .
Interviewer., - ) _ . -

Interview Wit Herry B. Vasey, : ' )
*© - 2004 North Bidcford, El Reno, Okla, . .
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wr, Ifenry'B. Vasey . was born in Elgin, Illinois on .

g .

August 30, 1865.

A~

He left Illinois and went to Kansas when he was twenty-
/ %

one yesrs of age, arriving in Wichita about twenty-four hours

[

’

ahead of the grasshopp;rs , in l8é6.

He pre-empfed a homestead adjoining the citv of -Caldwell,

Kanses and  stayed on it from;1886 until _the origiral Cheyenne

P

end Arapaho opening, April 22, 1889. ' .
He came to Kingfisher and made therun from thers. He

.cane to Oklahona on horseback, with several other men, some

o

“cirelsd the Cheyenne andArapgho Reservation and came down on

i 4

the west side, in order to gvoid being considergg a "Sooner",

<

which‘wouldﬂ have‘been the case had they anf:ered the reservation.
In the run hisk horse stepped into a prairiej dogfs hole |

and threw him, and it caused him to) get be%liml, but as soon

as hé could get ﬂis horse calmed he rgsurn?:i his raage, . He went

on and got a very .nice bottom land faz;m, but when ‘t‘he lines

¥ers run, he  discovered that. there were three men on the

same quarter, One of the men said he had come from "No Man's
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Land" hoping to get a homs, that he had a family and needed
. a’home badly. Mr. Vasey told him if he had come that far,

he could have his (Mr. Vasey's) part of it. The man immediate-

I
o>

ly wrote a note in payment f'orlbiir. Vasey's shere. Nr, Vaégy
" kept the noté for twp or three years and finally tore it up.
.He said that I;e didn't consider that he had anything to sell.
Vasey and his :‘;‘amily came 10 Reno Gity 1in 1890-91.
' Reno 7ity had eight hundred houses. The Rock Islznd Railroad ..
mi ssed Reno City, so they just moved, house &nd all, to Bl Reno.
Amgng the h"ouses that were moved was the large "addo Hotel.
M¥, Vasey then bought the Buckles' G;'ocery Store, that was
located about where thse Rectfor's/Hardware Store is now located.
The ;;ogtoffice.' gt that time was just next door. He ran this
grocery business' for about a year, and than sold it back to p
h%r. Buekles, the same man that he _bought it from.
Among tl;e Indians of the acquain’tance. of the Vasey family .
were Jeke Zalliwagher, who was nét an Indian himself but who
had an Indian ~wife, whose name was "Weakah". Mr. and Mirs.
Vasey wars acquainted with Phil Block and his wife "Washee
Block". The Blocks had two dzughters, one "kuscogee" Block,

who was an interpreter, and Glenna Block who lives in King-

fisher at the nresent time, elso a son Johnny 3lock who lives

-

et lingfisher. ‘
b4
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Mr. and Mrs. Vasey had an invitation, "specidl" to o
- pa \

visit the hone of "Washee Block" and eat puppy, "Washes

b

Block" said, "I've got tHie nicest fat puppy, and I'm
going to roast him in the oven. Needless to say Mr. and

Ial

Mrgg\Vgsey found an,excuse to decYine the invitation:

Another profiinent Ingiaﬂ woman‘was "Cheyenae F;nqg".
She was very praminent in her trigg, but the Vasey's{&o -
" not know justiwﬁ&; she traded at the Vasey & store and
broughd%hem much busi£§ss.‘ ' e

Mr. aﬁa irs, Vasey were here when the'Gove:nmént

distributead #250,000;00 -doldars in silver $0 the Indians;
iﬁ was: divided according to the size ;f the Indian's family.
The Indians spent their roney like mad while it lasted, .
buying extravagentlyof aéything that Happen®d to strike |
- their fancy. Tyey bought sggar by the 100 pound sack,
coffee, baby buggies, blankets, shawlé, anythiné and every-
thing. It was certainly a wingdfall f0§the me£chants when
the Indians got their money. The Cheysnne and Araﬁého |
country oﬁened in 1892, }nd Mr. Vasey agsin mAde the run,
this time in a "Democrat Wagon® not takiééaanq&o;e chances-
oé being thrown from a horse, ge made the run from Rana

City, passed the pump houée,.on to falwnet and to the

_claim, that was located ahout ten miles wesi'of El Reno.

~
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' He got a nice up-lend farm, but when he went to file

4

on it, he found that an old soldier had previously filed
a declargtofy”claip onfit, When the old soldier 1garned
~ that Mr, Vaséy had settled on the fam, he'came to see Mr.
Vasey, but was disappointed ig'thd,farm and so he'soldmhia;
“Tight to Mr. Vésey. This old soldier's name was Weaver,
~and hr. Vasey says tﬂat he believes it was the same ir.
“Weaver who was later postmaster in Oklahoma fity. . Mre .
Vasey filed on that farm and kent it fof several years,
anf finally sold'it to a @5. Steffin. R “
xr. and srs. Vasey built a'two room house with a lean-
to kitchen,‘aiso a dugout ahd planted an orchard., It was.
at first, four miles to the nearest neighyor, whose name .
was Jake Zaliiwagher, a sjuaw man. .Mrs. Vésé? was alone
wi;h her two little boys for six weexs at one time, when
the nearest neighbor’ias four milmpgawayr My, and Mrs. -
Vasey‘arq the parents of four children, three boys and one
g;rl. Oné of the boys became a commander in the United .
States Nav&. He is now Commander Robert 7« Vasey, living
at Long Beaéﬁ)California, and is retizedtrom the Navy, |
| One sun is a minister, and one was a clerk in the

Rock Island Railrcaed ©offices until recently. He isnow

doing paperhanging and painting.
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The daughter is the wife of a farmer. The names of . s

o '

some of the Indians Mr. Vééey knew who used to trade in his-

grocery store are, "Pouch The Glouds" "Little Chief" "Red

~Cloud" "Yellow Woman”. "Yellow Woman's" Indien name is

"Auoba" which means yellow in Cheyenne, and is pronounced
as -thoign 1t were called thus "Ah-oo-ba".

R
"Black White sian™ is another Indian whom he remembers.
f o)

Mr. Vasey states that these I[ndians wers good neighbors

L

S : ~

and that they never bothered aﬁyone.

L)

The wife of "Touch The Clouds" used to 4o Mrs. Vésey's

L4 g . o ) ) .
washing for her sametimes, and one time -she came and did it
" for her and the pext day "Touch The.Clouds" came over and

told them.that his sdaw was sick.. He seid,- "Heep sick" put
P - *

~

4fs hand on the side of his back, bent on one side and moaned,

- -

then he woﬁld-go through the same motion with the other side,
trying to illustrate nis wife's aching back. She had‘devel-'
oped the lumbago from stooping over the tub, most likely. . .

Mrs. Vasey fixed up a bottle of liniment for him to doctor

her with, .and sh® soon was all right agains. °

Mr. Vasey served as County Commissioner for four years

from about 1892 to 1896. He was the second county commissioner
v

in Canadian County. He states that his initials meant""Hard

Boiled" that is what they used to c&ll him when he was in office.
o B \
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. "Red Rock" .was the name of the Behool”house where.

the Vasey family attended’tﬁeir eﬂte}fhfn&entg and other

Sy

social activ{ties, when they were out dn their claim, © -
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