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ie1d Worker's neme Merrill A. Neldon

'Ehis report made on (date) _ July 2, 193 AY
.. Naune ‘ Ulvsaes Grant Ealeg_‘lzini '

. Post Office Address ‘ Enid. R"‘“t&?h \

. Reudenc» adtress (or location) One mile south and two and & half miles
west of Carrier

. DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth December Day __ 16 __ Year 18667
.;“Q‘\I’}?i‘céf@i;})ii\ﬁh : . Whiteside County, Illinois

, Name of Father _John Goodley Velentine _ Plece of birth Wisconsin

Oth informetion about father

. Nege of E»a\other Eolen M. Briggs __ Plece of birth _New York State

\ ‘ Wisconsin.
Ot.er information about motﬁer ¥other of 7 children

___.__@Jmnulpum;anmummﬁ.___.

tes or complete narratﬂre by the. field worker dealing with the life and
Ty of the person interyiewed., Refer to kanual for suggested SubJects ’
nd questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
is form, Number of shee\ts attached .
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Interview wiﬁh”Ui&ssee drant Valentine
Carrier, Oklahoma

************************#************************#****

Right after 01d Oklahoma opened I hed been down =~ - .-

-

through the Cherokee strip country, looking it over.
A crowd of us went from Arkansas City south, towards
éuthrie. wé ceame té the Cimarron River. It was too
high-to eross, so we returned. Orlando was almost the
only city we saw. It consiste& of two or three stores
and half a dozen houses.

i did not returm until the spring of 1893, when Iy
located on my father-in-law's fam, wheré I worked until
time to make: the run/,f into the Cherokee Strip.- This
farm was loca.ted n.ine miles southwest of Hennessey. I
.made the‘run‘from 'a point six miles west, of Hennessey.

Eleven of us made the run. I located on my pz;esent A
place, This is identified as the\n‘ort‘ﬁwestt quarter of -
gection twenty-tvp,To;oﬁs;ip twenty-three,‘Range eight ..
My father-in.law, Mr. Prior secured a claim located just

of
north /%l he northeast quarter Section t.aenty eight Towne

?

" ship twenty three, Range eight. Thits was Mrs. Fisher's . %
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place, or claim. Her neme then was Ada Prior. Nr.

Mitchell also got a claim located at the southeast
‘ ks ]

[

quarter section twenty-sight, Township tﬁenty three,
Range eight. Most others who got claims in this .
‘area have passed on, as has Mr. Prior. My parents
are buried at ﬁakiéa.

There was no water on the place, I went to my

father-in-law's place for water as there was a 6resk
CI " N

on his farm. There was no- timber hereajust rew prairie

L

‘but the land was level and looked good to me. I made

74

the ‘run on jést an ordinmary three year old colt, but our

crowd was in the lsad when we reached this country. I

made the twenty-two miles in one hour and thirty minutes.
-

‘That night we slept on the ground.
Two days after the run, a prairie firs got started
ﬁhiph burned to death a women and two children, five

‘miles west of Enid.
‘ . £

p

_Returning to Hennessey shortly after.the run, I saw.

the wreckage of.wagons end several horses dead or with

t
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legs broken, along the way. P

We came. back in February; it was still very cold. °
In fact,we«came through a blizzard to get herex At
once I built en eight by ten shemty. As I had a littls
aney.‘ This shanty is still here. . ’

I soon secured ‘cows and I sold the milk and butter
which gaye me money t0 buy enougsh ordinary food to eat.

Not long after this, I lostten head of horses. I
found them over in Kensas, near Bluff City ‘straight
north §f~Eﬁid.‘ |

after that I started to improve m&.plaéa:' Sincé'
then I have hed es many as thirty to thirty five heed

of stock on my place. I have gpecialized more in wheat

4‘.\04-"

e

farming, hence the rathef small number of cattle.

‘The most wheat I ever raised was about Engty bushels
to the acre. This present year of 1937 I raised twenty-
thrée bushels to the acre. On account of the dry weather,
almost everyone thought we would have a small crop, how~
eéver there was no rain §o Waéh off the bloom. FThich may

L 4

explain our good crop.
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There was quite a little game in this country in the
early days but I never did much hunting or fishing.
On Cliff Conway's place, now known as Jungle Caves, «

the outlaws would gather. Later this place Was bought .

by Mr. N. N.Chemplin and a dem was built enclosing a

large lske.

There was a store-at Glenella and a postoffice. This
Was & milewgga a half mile east and-four miles south‘oﬁ

our claim.

I s%il)l have some dishes and furniture that I had

1

at the time of the run.

In 1874, my mother who was then 1iving in Kensas had |
—ea-watermelon under a tub. She left the house. When she
returned, the grasshoppers had gotten under the tub some-

way and had eaten the‘mslon.
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