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Nannie Lee Burns,
Interviewer,.
September 15, 1937

Interview with Mrs. Minnie Uto ' , " • ' ^
~ ' Miami, OlsJLahoma. . , ' - -

My fa the r was John JSarto 'and my mothervwas,Kate Barto,

nee Campbell. Both were of French Canadian parentage fend

both were born in Canada.- When I was f i f teen, years o l d , I

married Pete Uto, a widower with f ive childrren, who then

\

\ l ived in Iowa. My husband, l ike ray parents*wag Canadian

\
French and was born .January 15 , 1844.

He came d i r e c t to Riggs s ta t ion , iowa»hear Clinton'

where we livefd*.. f ive yea r s and then we moved t o ' F o r t Defiance

-—.wJbtgreJ«.e l ived th ree year's when we deoided to\come to , the

Indian Teritory. • . ' ~ A \ , \

In company wiVn two~orther families, we le^t- Iowa

traveling in wagons. We came in the morkh of September , •

ana I^r^ameittber that many of t te .streams, wjâ re dryand we

littlex.water butjbhe roads were roufh aad-ve-ry ppo'r, in

places they ware simply t r a i l s .

One of ttie • families had a sick boy and\v/hen he V

v;ould''^et r£al^ s^cfc v/e wouJL-d have to stop and oauip t i l l , be -

^ so i't took "us three -weeks to maka.tkfcs t r i p . •<

iW Terr i tory w.e • csmped on the, .Cowskin Creek t i l l -

. ^ \ : X ' • • • • ! • • \ ; . N V

my husbanaxK^uld look axound and locate .

\
\
. \

.{•

\T
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He rented a place south of #in,i ta near Locust H i l l .

Here we haa only a one room box house; Here 1 made my f i r s t

acquaintance 'with the. Oherokees, Shawnees and the . j e lawares

as m^fc&band dea l t ir. houses. We never -haa l e s s than t h i r t y

„horses and often we had'Tjany.^more.' "tie had no fences in those

days and the horses were allowed tfcr^raze on the rt.nge. We

' soiaeti.les l o s t soi.ie horses t h a t we never Leurd -of .but then

the./ did not cost us much as we did not have to feed' them.

Wild- game was p l e n t i f u l here and my stepsons enjoyed hunt ing.

"One of the boys shot a big. wild turkey during the f i r s t week

we ware he re . Tuen, too , hunters would shoot the v.ila hogs.

You had to hunt them a t n igh t , they were too shy to be found

in the. daytime. • •' . '
1 i v

I milked several cows and. had some hbgs. i'here were

few s e t t l e r s and you went on horseback even to your nearest

neighbor.. In some places the grass was higher than your

head ana because of the c t t l e , snakes and other animals, on

the range i t was not s.-fe to b.e ctught afoot;

• The Dalton .boys'"* parents lived two orVthree miles

fronTus and once^w-hen 1 was sick Mrs. Dalton .came and look-

ed after a"s*and we became acquainted and she was a good
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•neighbor*. Her husband- and Emmet Dalton. had; gone to Gal-

iforhia and had l e f t the v?£fe here with th ree daugh.—

t e r s and p.v& sons , Job, Grant, Frank, Ben and the youngest;

son whose nauo 1 do not r e c a l l , ' •
* »

One—&â LJur̂ ^Dal±£JEL_sejQt her eight yeer old son to

our house and asked me -to gp^'ith t>,e boy to another neigh-

bor's house some distance av ay and ^et her so^e cnr^et rags.

The bay as small es he was had a p is to l and 1 was afraid of

hiin/but 1 went. Mrs. Dalton was always gathering carpet r,ags

butll do nQt> know v.hat she did- with them-as 1 never saw any

carpets on her f loors. Ben was quite lazy. Frank supported

the fanily as he was a United States Marshal. Bob was an

excellent shot. One day 1 asked him to k i l l a chicken .for' •

me which he dia with his p i s t o l . Bob served on the posse

under Frank. ' " . .

Some people were*living in4 a tent in that neighbor-

' i * *•

hood and were stealing -cmckfins'. Frank" vfo-& given a warrant .

for the man's arrest". Just ajt this tine, another inited

States man came to the Lialton home an%said ^hat he .had a

warrant for this man on a serious charge. Frank said,( "Let1 s"

go * together, I will arrest him for chicken stealing and later

you can have^nim." They went together and Frsuhk e.ntered'the

tent alotie and told the man that" he was wanted for stealing
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chickensJ the man drew his gun and fired and Frank said,

"For God's sake, don't shoot me for tha t . " He fired sev-

era! other shots and -tfrank died. The other man had faijl-

ed to^ project Frank. \.\-

Afterx Frank's death, Emmett returnedTfronrCaliforriia,

and as the. family were hard up at first" he began stealing

horses and pedd\ing whiskey. Soon after the family move<*

to Coffeyville, Kknsas.

During the .rive yeers that v<e lived in th i s section .

three of them were spent on Dr. Fraz ie r ' s land and one on1

tiarkhain's land. In those days we had no schools and as mj

• \step_children were growing up we would hire a lad^ to .cornel

• ' ' • • \

and stay in the home f̂tnd reach the -children, rie paid her'

three and four dol lars a wet

The crops were poor he^e and -iy husband decided to

move to the Osage Nation.

Life in the Osag^e^-Country

»Ve located three miles west\of Grayhorse. At Gray-

horse, there were two licensed tradeVs, one named John Flory '

ana the other named Westmire. They so l̂a groceries, drygoods,

e tc . At-this time there were but two white families besides

ourselves there, Johnny Gerard and Highbrow Smith,., and the i r

families, tie moved on to land owned by a MT. Sams, ^ere we
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had al/three room frame xhouse but no l a r n s ^except sheds cover-

ed witjh hay. Our horses\rjan outs ide and wintered along"the

ts^Uver. in the tirib&r. »Here my husband farmed some

but ga-Jre most of h i s time tb . i m s i ^ g and s e l l i n g horses and

soxoetimes we would ha^e seventy or more "horses on the range

besides the two s t a l l i o n s , iln l e s s than two weeks a f t e r we

moved t h e r e , fir. and Mrs. Sams both d ied , .so we r e f i n e d on
r,

this place for the five yearsf that we lived in the O-sage

country.

I soon Segsn sewing fot the Osege Indians and I

receive twenty-five cents for each pair 'of leggings, and the

same, amount for each shir t or fehroud t l a t 1 nade for them.

Sometimes, if they did not havd the money I would take ma-

i 1 •
teriall in place of money and when we moved to the Str ip I
had ?<$)0 yWrds of material which |came in very nanny during

* 1 • *

those' first llean years there.

I usual ly went for the ^ev^ing end del ivered i t when

finished, on Ihorseback. The Indikns would have the garments

cut out "for me. .The squaws would! sometimes come into my

home 'but the men, never d id . 1 leapned to speak t h e i r lant

guage but my husband did not so during those yea r s , when an

Indian would come to buy a horse on mule 1 would go w.ith



• '

'• " ' . : • ' • • 6 1
MJNNIB. . ;.. , . IFTlfoVlffiY 7519 " -

* 6 ' .- •

him on my horse to the range and se l l the Indian the amimal

that h§,wanted. It was nothing unusual forme to leave the

house in company with three-or four Indian men and my deal-

ings w-ith them were always pleasant and sat isfactory, and

neither my husband, nor 1 ever lost a penny' in our dealings

with the 0sages, and generally we had 4;o s e l l on the i n s t a l l -

ment plan, they would make a payient each three months when

they received,their money. All of them wore blankets and

did not speak English.
r * •'

Once" with 200 pounds of finished sewing on my side

sad-ule,$Vl -rode^ up to a camp to deliver some o / i t . . Bi l l

Eologany, who was an interpreter and also the guardian of

the g i r l who owned the place where we lived heard the

horse's feet and' came out and when he saw that i t was I

he said, "Mother, you get on horse and go home. There is

not a squaw in the camp. They have whiskey.'"" "
• < • " * ' , •

vIt was qui te common for an Indian to come to ^the
• * .

house and say, "Sis ter , You se l l me cow-." I would go with

him to the range pVck out the cow.^agree on the price and

after the sale I would wait to see him shoot the animal

then and there and begin skinning i t as' 1 turned homeward.

The most serious trouble* that1 I saw in _the Osage

Cojintry,there.was when w£ had been these about s ix months
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and i t was the time that Bill. Hologany told me to go home*

explaining that ;Pal Harris> who hauled freight had "killed

an Indian^ I t happened th i s wag- Pal Harris when he r e -

turned with^.a load of freight, displayed a pistol.-th.at he.
-v-

had purchased on t 'he/ tr ip dnd said, "See vlhat.Pal has to

protect himself with.". He returned the gun to his pocket

cocked, without noticing that i;t was cocked, o-ater, an In-

dian came in and wanted/whiskey knowing that they had*

brought whiskey with the freight . 7<hile talking to t h i s In-
• v * h

dien,.Pal spoke of. hj s gun and when he took i t out of his

pocket,it 'caught arid he shot the Indian in th'e-leg.-..'.._

Indian Burial . .

".Then any'one died,the Osages would select the" high-
* *

• est hill and set the body of the dead pe-rson up ogainst a

tree and build with rocks a cover around.'and. over" him,"

leaving a small opening" in t. „ fron't -chrough which to give

him food for three days for his trip to trie "Ea.ppy Hunting

Ground." If the person happened to be the Ohief "or a Big

Man, in\addition to these things, his saddle, was also

placed with-him, and the end of the halter placed in his

hands and his Winchester was -placed near. His favorite

horse was bro.ught .near and killed and the. carcass ̂ allowed
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to f a l l across the rocks. Persons wars hired as .mourners.'

The woman, put d i r t on the i r heads, in token of mourning.. • R

Cedar'on coals of f i re was carried through the house where

-the person'had died; Some people were also hired to fast

while others attended the dance and.feayt a t t i r ed in only

their breech clouts and with the i r bodies painted.

Before the dance was held the warriors would go among

their friends asking for strands o£. their\i.i&ir. The older

warriors would take bows and attach to the str ing of the

bow quantit ies of cotton and then offer to give you the bow.

If you accepted the bow you were supposed to die within the

year and to become the attendant 'of the deceased. The hair

was, placed on the ground- and in the dance they would tread

it- and th i s treading on i t has the same signifance. My

husband used to take the i r bows and then,toss them away but

Bill Hologany'would say to me. "Mother, I l ike you, don' t '

you give thiam ha i r . "

The clothe^and the blankets of 'the deceased were a l -

so given away. His horses except the one kil led would go

to his sons. Fprmer'ly, a man would buy h is wife*by giving

her father a certain number of ponies, jflow a man has to

give his wife's father money as well . . •?$
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Marriage,

girl who is to be married is dressed and brought

the tent where the young man is and there she is

dum/e/off. "She.enters the teepee and if she stays, she is

to b4 his wife and then comes the wedding feast and dance

usually/la sting a day^and night. • ^

'" I ' - *
/ The Run \,

My husband decided to make the run for a claim on .the

-opening of the Strip, so he and two of his sons registered

at Arkansas City.

I intended to. run at ^ewkirk for a town lot but one,

of my, step-sops had just rettrraed^ron California and had

only a pony so I let him have my horsVand I drove the-«grub^

wagon and followed trie runners. ~ *''--^V..

The night' before- the ,run we spent on the l ine. Svery

type of person and every sort of horse we> to be seen there.

It was'arranged that I was to drive due south after the run-

ners were off-until 1 came to a spring and there I was to
* * * »

wait for my husband to return. Dirt was everywhere, you

'.could not tell the color of some of the peoples skin .-for

it was September and they had had no rain for a long time

and .the buffalo grass was so dry that it, would burn.
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Pete rode a t ro t t ing horse and secured a good l o -

cation, three miles north and one mile west of Tonkawa. One

of the boys by mistake staked on the edge of his fa ther ' s ,

claim.

As 1, followed, a half a mile from the l ine I passed "

a negro running afoot and*folding up in his hand the stake

that he was carrying and a l i t t l e farther on I passed a ' .

horse down on the ground with his leg broken.'

I prepared suppeT and waited at the spring t i l l af ter

dark. Growing t i r ed , 1 went to bed and when the folks did

come the supper was cold so 1 got up and fixed i t over for

them. We stayed therevthat night and the nexit morning

stopped at a neighbor's camp and while we were there a man, """ -

came into the camp and held up a hand on which one finger. «;

, was missing and asked the lady "if she would know him again

if he should have to ha.v-e some one to identify him.- She ,

repl-ied, "If you wash off the d i r t , I'may not recpgnize you.n

That day\the men went to Perry to f i l e and.'I drove on home

alone,;-"' • *** V . *

Knowing that we were soon going to leave the place

, • . * ' * *

where we were l iv ing , the oldest g i r l -who had inherited the
• .-

place and had married George Antwine, together with several •
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others pitched the i r t en t s in;;o%r yard, intending-to stay

• t i l l af ter we lef t and look af ter the place. Sometimes * •

". an Osage would have .several wives for when he married the '

oldest daughter, her s i s t e r s ; a s each one became old enough, ^

also became his. wife. So the l a s t two weeks that 1 was

' there, my yard was ful l of red.blankets. The sk i r t s of the -

• wqmen were blue and t h e i r leggings were e i ther red or blue.

Bi l l Hologany was among the number and when he knew

that we were going he said, -Old man she good man, I want

him to s tay." My husband was in the Str ip building a shanty

for us. The Indians were friendly and we were not afraid

• of them, but one night they got so-ne whiskey .and so I said .

to my step-daughter, Annie, "I am going to milk early t o -

night. w When I returned to the house, she had seven Win- „ - • .

chesters lying'across the bed. The Indians had brought

them to her and asked her to keep theat for them. They -knew

that they had the whiskey and were afraid they would hurt

soke one. Bi l l and his wife came in the house and said

thai/they were going to stay with us. Late that night when

they had grown quiet , he nanded me" his gun and said, "They

are a l l gone now. I am going to set down and dr ink. n We

left him in front of. the f i re and went to beds^:" '
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• The night before we left , -Annie looked out.of the

• window and saw one of the tents on f i re . "It was ptit out

^ arid slater the same night another tent got on fire and Bill

said, "Let i t burn.1* We moved to the Strip the spring after

the run., We had more horses and mules t-han we had been able

to sell that-winter and mo.re than we could keep there so

'after we "had moved, I came back with Pete as far as Gray-

tiorsei. There he left me with his son. Jack, wliile he went

on to Pawhuska for a couple of loads of corn; ° . t

Jack wanted to borrow rny horse and go to see a

friend and the next morning he did not return as early as. •

• 1 wanted to. get to work ao I sent word to one of the in-'° »

di&ns'thatt he would have to come and take me to the place

• where the horses were that we wanted to se l l . They came '

and Bell Jackson went with me. I stood up before the crowd

auctioned off four teams that morning. I sold one pair

;s one for ^QAQO.^nei^f^rr^^^.OO^and^^he other

for $50.00 besides a ho'rsê  for.$50.00. The Indians could*

only, make a payment down so 1 made out notes and they all.

signed them the*, next day agreeing to pay; me the balance in

installments three months apart. • Every"three months I

, went back to collect and I was paid" by a l l of (the Indians*4

X " % •

in full. - _ — 1 __ ._
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"• ' The f i r s t t r i p back, 1 happened'to be at/home of

Alex Tallchief *wben th.ey were eating-dinner and he asked

ms'to'eat with him but I excused myself saying that I did . ,

* - not have the time th&t djay as I must soon s tar t ' right back.

Key.or again did he ask me to eat with him. and after that one

day, I was thesre at mealtime and hungry but he did nof ask <

me again. The O-sages liked coon meat and I have seen them

"cooking coons in a ke t t le with the feet of-several protrud-

ing above the water. • • ^'^

; Life in the Str ip

Those f i r s t years were hard. I worked in the f i e ld .

• I ploughed and harrowed, milked cows, made but ter , raised

chickens and turkeys. Annie and I each wanted a new hat,

so we took- some butter and eggs to Blackwell and there we

received five cents per dozen for the eggs and five cents

per pound for the but ter , tie bought oilr hats and paid f i f ty

.cent-s each for our hat frames, hers was white and mine was ,-.

black and' we purchased trimming for bur hats and trimmed them
ourselves. ' ' .

Another time I purchase.; some part wool blackNgoods

. at Ponca .City for twenty-five,cents a yard. We had no

* fruit and each fa l l I went to Arkansas City and canned f ru i t **•

and made apple and peach but ter which 1 put in^large j a r s
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and abo.ui every two weeks, I would have to cook the peach *

butter over . t i l l ..it grew very thick.' The.first three, years

were years of crop failures except for Kaffir corn which

brought our stock through the winter* The fourth 'year we
• *

.liad a big wheat crop, for ty to f i f£y bushels per ac re for

which we received a d o l l a r a bushel . The*f i rs t f a l l , I
took the money that I had made in the Osege country, sew-

ing,and bought the lumber and material for an eight room ••
t.

house and a barn. • We had set out an orchard when we f i r s t . .«•
•> * •

went there but'because of the dry weather, trees grew very

• s l o w l y . . . * . . . . » *

• ' ' ' ' . - ' ' J
. ' • . Here, March. I, 1895,our .only living son Lee was born*

wheat and- raise.

corn and hogs and stock so about 1905 we sold out there and

came to th is county bringing with us fourteen .cows and " •

. thir ty hofsê sV* . " " ' ' - - - ' - . " -

r- t 'The Last Move,. ' •

We purchased 130 acres of land from Uncle George Big-

, , * ' • " ' ' • * *

ham.« This, land was* four lailas- north and Uhree miles west

of Miami and here we lived ti l l c twenty-three years ago when

failing health caused my husband- to- rent the farm.and move

• to the-present home an. Miami. . "" ~ •.

\
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.Pete passed oii twenty y e a r s ago and I have con t inued

to' l ive a t the same placd except that I have spent this, sum-

mer with my son, Lae»in Kansas.

Of a l l the years of-my l i f e I enjoyed most the time

tfhich I spent in the Ctsage Nation. The Osage Indians were '

.honest anU they were our friends.


