UT0, JMINNLE

~

INT BRVI LS

¢

#7519



UTo, MINNIE . INTERVIEW, | 7519

" Nannie Lee Burns, R .
_ Imnterviewer,. L T
September 15, 1987. - L C e ,

: Interview with Mrs. Mimie Uto ~, . T ;'
2 Miami, Oklahoma. . _ , ‘ .~

L

e

- My father was Jobn Barto and my mother was Kate Earto,

nee bampbell. Both were of French Canadian parenthge Bnd

.

both were born in Cauada.- hhen 1 was fifteen, years old I - \

-

-marrled Pete Uto a widower with fiVe chlldren who then

. lived in Iowa. My husband,llke my parents,was Canadlan ' N

N
N ’ ™ T \ :
French and was born .January 15, 1844, . . \ A .

e ceme direct to Riggs sStation,Ilows,hear Clinton : S
" where we llved,flve years -and then vig moved to- Fort Déflance B \

. ﬁﬂwhgre ne llved three years When We decided to\come to, tﬁe

N

Indien Teritory., - - =«

\

¢ In companj WIth two—other femilies, we left Iowa ) o0

. traveling in wagons. vie came in the month of Sep ember

\\
L osw littlé\water but the roads Were rough
Yo . N . N

manf places f\ey WwBTe slmplj trails.,

N\ N

woula*g\§ regl sxck»we would heve to stOp and

~v P SR

we. s \§\\§o 1t 00k "us three weeks to maka b

-

.
g
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He rented & place south of ¥inita near Locust Hill.

Hg}e we hea onlyqa one room box house. Here 1 made my first

O g

: . ' . . 5 :
acquaintance ‘with the Cherokees, Shawness and the _elawares

.
S .

6bund dealt ir hogses. we never haa less than thirty

.lotrses and often we had. wsany more. e had no fences in those
days and the horses were allowsa to™ graze on the renge.  We
sy )

sometiles lost soiie horses that we never Leurd Of but then
. ’ RN

N

tiue, did not cost us much as we 4id not have to feed’ them.

Wild- geme was plentiful Lere and my stepsons enjoyed hunting.

2
4 .

"One of the boys shot a big wild turkey durlng the flrst week
vie were bere. ;uen,too, hunters would shoot t e wila hogs.
You had to hunt them at night,_they were too shr to be found

in the.daytime. - : , a - .

J >

1 milked several cows and. had some Ligs., <here were

‘few settlers &nd you went on horseback even to your nearest

neighvor. In soze places the grass was higher than your

head ena becdause of the ¢ ttle, snakes and other aniﬁals,dn

the range it was not s.fe to be ceught afoot;

Lisighbors
e N

, A u’ﬁw‘ 'h“. Y .J’

Ay . A
At %)

. Thé Dalton,50y54 parénts lived two oT-three mileé
M.‘
from” us and once when 1 was sick iirs. Dalton came anda look-
ed after 4 and we bevame acqualnted and she was a good .
( .

/»
o v -
’.‘.'

'd
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neiéhbor; Her husband-énd Emmet Dalton had'gbﬁe to Cal—

ifornia and had lpft the wife here with three uaugn-

ters and flve sons,}Ebo Grant Frank, Ben and the youngest

sonn whose naue 1 do not recall.

Onehda;4u£sf~ualmgg,§§gt her eight Jear cld scn to .

L

our house and asked me -to gpmw1th t{e boy to anocher neigh-
bor's house some dlstance av.ay and gzet her sore cariet rags.

The bgy &s small €s he was had & pistol and 1 wa s efraid of -
him put 1 went., Mrs. Dalton was always gatheriné carpet rags
but\ I d& h@t knéw Qh&t shie did with them as 1 never saw any
car;ets‘on ner floors. Ben was guite leay. Frank suﬁported

the fanily &as ne was aiﬁﬁited Steves Marshal; Bob waévan
excellent s£ot. One day 1 asked him to ki%l a chicken‘fof‘-

~

me Which he dia witk his pistol. Bob served on the posse

-

Y.

¢

under Frank.
Some people were”1v1ng ir a ftent in tuat nelgbbor-

hood and were stealing cnlcksn§. Frank‘wESogiVen a warrant

- . N

for the mads errest. Just af this tirme, another inited

8retses man csme to the walton Lome andyss«id that he had a

¢

warrant for thils man on & serious churge. Frank said, "Let's
N . , e

go'together, I will arrest Lim for cihicken stegl:ng and later

——y

. ' ' !:ﬁd . . h :
you can havefhim." They went together and Frahk entersd the

tent alofie and told the z4n that’ he was wanted for étéaling

[
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eral other shots and frank died. The other men had faill- -
& ‘

ct Frank. . o

N

‘ ed to, pro

Aften Frank's death Emmett returned frou California,

nsas. i

ive ye&rs that we lived in this sectio\ .
;

i

ent on Dr. Frazier's land and one on

riarkham's Iar;d.‘ In those days we had no schools &nd as rré;\\

end stay in the home gnd teach the .children. de paid her \ -
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haa & three room frame ho‘se but no Larns except sheds tover-

éf’f'

ed with hay. Our horsegx‘,n outside and wxntered along the

Arkansés*River in the timber. Here my Husbpnd farmed some
but gave most of his'time .ngiiégi and Selling horses and
sometimfs we would ha&e seventy or org”hopses on fhe‘range

In less than two weeks after we

~

besides the two stallions.’
moved there, Mr. and Mrs. Sejns both died, .so we rensined on
this pléce for the five years that we lived in the Osags

countrye.

receive twenty-five cents for leach pair of leggings, and the

3

feri in place of money and whkn we moved to the Strip I
thosq'first lean years théfe.
- I usually went for the ;e ing &nd delivered it when
finished, on horsebéck., The Indi ns‘wouid have the garments

cut qut'for me. The squavis %ould sometimes come into my
Lome %ut the men never did. 1 leslrned to speak their lane
guage but my hu band did not so dur ng those years, when an

lndlan would cdme to buy a horse o mule 1 would go with



v
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"6
him on my norse o the range and sell the inﬁi&n hﬁe‘amimal
that hg,@aﬁté&.) 1t was nbthfng'uﬁusual'foi me to leave ﬁhé
hoﬁse in c&ﬁpany with threé~or four Indian men and my deal-

Y

ings with them were always pleasaﬂt and sstisfactory, and

_néither my husbanﬁ.nof 1 ever lost a penﬁy’in 6ur dealings
with the O;ages.und géneraily we hed to sell on the'inqtalIQ
ment plen, they would make a payient each three conths wheﬁ
they received their money. 4All of them wore blankets and
did not speak English.

Once with 266 pounds of fihished sewiné on’my éide'
sqduleﬁ%i<%o§§‘up to & cemp to deli&er some ofit.. Bill

. Hologany, who W;S an interpreter and elso the guardien of

“ the girl who owned thé plece whefe we lived/heard ;he

horse's feép ané'game out and when he saw t?at it was I

he saia, "other, ydu get on horse and go home. There is

not a squaw ig the,qup.’ They have whigkgy;"‘ v

1t wés qdzia common for an ;nduan.to come to the
house gnd say, "Sister, Xou'QEll me'cowa" 1 would go with
him to the range’p'ck ou£ the cow,ggree on ﬁhe price gnd
after the sale 1 would wait to see him sﬁod? ﬁﬁe animal

1 %hpn énd ¥here and begin skinning it;ds“l turned hoﬁgwafd.

The most serious troublg»that'l saw in the Osage

Co&ntry‘thére,was'when we Lad been there about 'six months

61
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and it was the time that Biil.Hologany told me to‘go-home,

- . ’ . ) . A !
explaining that;i’al Harris, who hauled freight had killed

an Indiaq" 1t happened this waje .Pal Ligrris when he re-

“~

turned with.a load of freight, displayed a pistol-that he.
.. T . k"‘ Y e
had purchased on the trip dmd said, "See vhat .Fal has to

* v e »

-

N s 2 S’
rrotect himself with.". He returned the gun to his pocket

cocked, without noticing that if was cocked. iater, an In-

Tw . e | )
dien came in and wanted/whiskex knowing that they had
brought whiskey with the freight. uhile talking to this In-
dien,.ral spoke of. his guh and when he took it out of his -

A . N 4

pookep,it‘caugﬂf"énd'heushot the Indiaﬁ:in tlie--lege ...

-

Lo Indian Burial

&

\ “hen aﬁy:5hé'6133,the Osag9§ would seleét thefhigh-

“est hill and set the body of ;he desad pe&qpn up aééigsp a

trse and build with rocks @ cover srowd end.over Wih; /
lgaving a éball_Opeping'in't‘h ffoqt ﬂhrough &hicﬁ to give

kim foéd for three dayg for his prii_tq tné "B&ppy Huhting: : . ;

Ground." If the person happened to be the Chief or a‘Big .

e mat v ke,

Man, iﬁ\aadiéiqn %o thése things, his saddle, was also
placed with him and the end of the halter placed in his

hands and his Winchestes was placed near. His favorite

A

horse was brought .neer and killed and the,carcass allowed
' e g =Sv ks e ' . ’ To-

j‘\ . . ] i g~
N .
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to fall across ;he rocks, Dersons wers hired as moufoérs;
The women put dirt on their heads in token of mourning..' |
Cedar on coals of flro -was oarrled through the house where
ﬁhe person ‘had djeds Some people ware also hlred to fast

while others attended the dance and fea t atulred in only

their breech clouts and with their bodies painted.

Before the dance was held.the warriors would go among
their friénds asking for §tronds'oﬁ.thei>\ua1r. The oldér
werriors woold take bows‘and.attacﬁ to the string of'the
bow doantities of cotton and fﬁen offor t0 give yoo the bow.
It you_acceptea the bow you‘wele supposed toidio viithin the
yoar.and’to beconie the gttendant'of the deceased. The hair
' was placed on ohe éfound'and in the dance they would troad
: it and this treoding on it has the same signifance; My

hus di used to teke their bows and then toss them away but

Bill éoloiony*would say 1o me o "Mother, 1 llke you don't”

— ) 5

. you glVe them hair." R
‘_ The jf:;ﬁés\gnd the blankets of *the deceased were al-

-

so given sway. His horses except the one killed would go
1o his sons. Fprmerly, a man would buy his w1fe by glVlng
her father a certain nomber of ponles. Now a men has to

3
”

give his wife's father money as well. %
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Marriage. .

-

dunped off. She enters the teepee end if she stays, she is

to Ye his wife and then comes the wedding feast and dance

-

usually/&astlng a day_and nlght.

The Run %

Ll

My husbenrd decided to m&ke the run for & claim on ﬁhe'

.opening of the Strip, 8o he and two of his sons registered

%t arkanses City.
1 intended ta .run at Newkirk for & town lot but one.

of my, step-sons had Jjust EEEurneg\ffom California and had

onl& a pony 8o I let him have m§ horee\ag§ 1 drove the- "grub™

wagon and followed tne runners. ' &"”:th\‘
. - i
The nlght before the .run We spent on the line. Every

& -

type of person and every sort of horse were to be seen there.

It was arranged that I was to drive due gouth after the run-
ners were off - untll 1 eame $o a spring and there I vwas to
'wait for my husband to return. Dirt was'everywhere you
" .eould not tell the color of some of the peo;lee skin .-for

it was September and they had had no rain. for & long time

snd the buffalo grass wes so dry thet it, would burn.

£
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. “ .

Peté'rode a trotting horsqqéhd secured a good lo-
cation, three milgs north and one mile west of Tonkan. One
of the bqy; by mistake staked on the edge of:his fathpr'sh,
claim. |

As 1, followed, & half a mile from the 1ine 1 passed"
a negro.running afoot and holding up in his Qand the sték;
that he was carrying and a_little farther on I passed a
horse down on the ground with his leg broken.'

1 prepared supuver and waited at the spring till after
dark. érowing tired, 1 went to bed and when the folks did’
come the supéer was cold so 1 got up anc fixed if over for
tLem. We stayed tpeye\that nlgnt.and tﬁe Aext ﬁorning
stopped at a neighbor's camp and while we were there & man,
came intd the camp and held up a hand on which one fingéf,
ﬁ¥§~w§s missing and asked phe la§y'if she would knov him\&géin

.if'hé should have to have some onerto ldéntify him.. Shé~
fégéiad, »if you we sh off thg"dirt, 1'may no% récpgnize you."
That daylth§ fen went to Perry to file and I drove oA home

elongs™" s SR
Knowing that we were soon going to leave the place
! ’ ¢ M (3] :
where we were living, the oldest girl who hed inherited the

place ‘and had married George Antwine, together with several -

.
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1
others pltched thelr tents in, our yard 1ntend;ng ) stay

=4 ’

© %11l after we lefd and look after the place. Sometlmes

" an Osage would have several w1ves for whén he married the’

‘

oldest daughter, her 81stera as each one became old enough

also becameAhls.w1fe. So the last two weeks that 1 was

thers, my yard was full of red blankets. The‘skirts of the o

<«

' women were blue and their leggings were gither red or blue.
Bill ﬁologany was among the number and when he knew
that we were going he said "0ld man she good man, I want
him tq stay.” My husband was in the Strip building & shanty
for us. The Indians were fr1endly and we were not afrald
pf them, but one ﬁight they got some whigkey_and_so I said
to ay Stép-daughter, Annie, "1 am going to milk early to-
night.* When I returned ;o the house, she had seven Win-
,cheste£s lying“aﬁross the bed. The Ind@ahs\had brought
" them to her and asked her to keep themffor them. They knew
that they had thé,whiskey‘and wefe afraid they would hurt
some one: Bill and his wife came 1n the house and sald
thatthey were going to stay with us. Late that nlght when
they had grown. quiet, he nanded me his gun and said, "Phey
are all'gpne now. i am going to seb down and drink.® We
left him in front of the Pire and went to beds

-

o

°

-
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_ ‘o‘Tke nighé‘ﬁerore we left, Annie iooked out.of‘thé

;3 w1ndow and saw one of the tents on fire.. It was pﬁt out

*“andalater the same night another tent got on fire and Bill

‘o

said "Let it burn.” " We moved to the Strip the spring after

‘ thé‘runh We had more- horses and mules than we had been able

to sell that-W1nte; and more than we'could keep thers so

1
-
=
_—

"after we ‘had moved, I came back with Pete &s far as Géay-

\ « :
horse. . There he left me with his son, Jack, Qgile he went

19

on to Pawhuska for @ couple of loeds of corn: . .

.Jack wanted to borrow my horse and go to see a

o

friend and tuie next morning he did not return as early as

. ®

S
o
%

*'I-wahﬁed.td.get to work so 1 sent word to one of the inff.a
disns thdt he would have to comé and take me to the place

 where the porses‘weré that we wanted %o sell. They'ééﬁe
and Bell Jackson went with me. I stood up before tpe cﬁowé
gnd”ahctioned'off\fbur teams that.morning. I soldroﬁe pair

%@» fiorvasa.qg one for $80,Loo,,one w;:,r avo.o%an%me' other

g ;‘ d BCRE I =
? - \-4? .X “~ ,“:'v, »‘ ’,-», 2 A

for 350 00 besides a horsq er #50.00. 'The Indiens coulda

only;make a payment down so 1 made out notes and they all

signed them the. next day)agreeing to péx me thé balancq'igi‘
" installments ‘three months apart. Every three months I
\\§ent-b§ék’to collect and I was pa&d'by'ali of’&he In@iéns**

"~

S | : .
in fu.ll. - . i .. T et e ——
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. The £irBt trip back, I happened to be at/hgge of
Alex Tallchiefawhen they were eatlng-dlnner and he askad

me to eat w1th hlm but I excused szelf saying that I did

]
s

* - not have the time thet ¢ay as I must soon start right back.

Neyer again did he ask me to eat with him and after that one _
day, 1 was theFe af mealtime and hungry but he did not ask -

ne sgain. The Osages liked coon meat and I hiave seen them

"’
't

-

‘eooking coons in a kettle with the feet of -several protrud- “

!
' ing above the waterT. ‘ : -4 o ? ) ,»@ ‘?*/
Life in the Strip I o o

Those first years were hard. I worked in the field. |

I ploughed and harrowed mllked covis, made butter, raléed

chlckens and turkeys. Annle and 1 each wanted a new -hat,

S0 .we took some butter and eggs to\Blackwell and there we

received five cents per dozen for the eggs ?n§ five cents .

per poﬁnﬁrfor 1hs butter. #é Béught'oun hats and paid fiftyi

_cents each for our hat fremes, hers was white and mine was -,

black and' we purchased t%imming for our hats and trimmed'them

1
L)

ourselves.
_ Another timerl purchaseﬁ séme part wool black goods

at PonqqACity for twenty-five:cents é'&ard; "We had no

fruit and each fall I weﬂt to Argansas‘City’and canned fruit =-

-4

and made spple and peach butter which I put in large jars
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. %0 the -present home .in Miami.
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"and about every two weeks, I would have to cook the peach B
O‘\ .
butter dver ,till it grevi very thlck. The,f;rst threa years

wers yeaxs of crop failures except for Kaffir corn which

brought our étock through the winter. The fourth year we
.haé a big wheat crop, forty to fifpy busﬁels per acre for
' wh?gﬂ we recéivad a dollérza bushel, The first fall, 1 ’

. " , .
gpok the money that I had made in the Osage country, sew-

- .
ing,and bought the lumber and material for an eight room

-

i

house and a barn.- We had set out an orchard when we first s

went there but’ because of the dry weather, trees grew very

slowly. : ’ . ' s
« L2 “ a4 -

. Here, March.l, 1895 our only living éon Lee wds born.

“?e%e—4ee;dedaxha%rﬁe”WEnte&~%eaqp1t,ra131ng wheat and- raise,

~ corn and hogs and stock so about 1905 we sold out there and .

LI

came 1o this county brlnglng w1th us fourtean cows and

A} e

i’ irty norséq,

-

K » - The Last Move,.

. We purchassd 130 acres of land from Uncle "*orge Big~ .
* ~ 0.' "5 . ) ' * \ ’

ham, This. land was, four iles north and three miles west

- *

of Miami and here we lived till twenty-three years ago when

P

&

_ failing healmh‘éauéed my husband- to' reat the farm and move

.
v * -
| N - i .
\ 2N , ' ’ &
N ¥ . s . vy Y «
‘ | E i RN
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' Pete p;:;ise'd on twenty years ago and 1 have continued
.1';0' lix}e a.t the same p.lac'é except that I"have spent this sum-
'mer v;ith my son, Ipe »in Kansés.

Of ail ﬁhe‘yearg of- my life I enjoyed most the time

. -

which I spent in the Qsage Nation. The Osage Indians were

.honest amd they were our friends.

A Y

. - . - -

04‘~
*
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