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Interview with Henry Vogel.

By L. W, Wilson, Field Worker. -~
****************x********************$********£****f

MT. Vogel's answer t0 questions asked wers as follows: P

3

o~

I am 73 yeérs old, = Was born in Switzerland and
A v o ’ ~F ~
came t0 Indian Territory in December 1887 and I now

reside at 1518 ‘est Okmulgee Avenue, mufkqgee, Okla-

3

* homa,

~

I

.y father and mother, Iir. and lNrs. Isaac Vogel-

% o
were born in Switzerland, resided s while in southern
Kansas'ahd(fiﬁally came to. the Indian Territory at -

the instigation'o% my correspondence with them from

Indian férritory Points.

KIGRATION TO INDIAN TERRITORY

I ceme by wagon from Siloam 5prings, srkansas,
with a Lir. Bil;y'Rogers {no relation to agy of fh; 7
Rogers of Indian descent) ﬁho was bringing appie§f
chickens, eggs and possibly other prgduce to Tahlequah,
Indian Territay, for sale. (He made such'trips often
to sell the products from his farm in Arkansas.)

There were two roads fram Siloam Springs, Arkansas,
to Tahleéﬁah, Tndian &%rriﬁaiy. One was called "Ridgé

: Road? the other "The River 0ad", e traveled the.
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"Ridge Road" (travel was at the minimum on the"River. -
Road",) That is, we caime west out of Siloam/gﬁ}ings,

. ) [}
irkansas and down the mountain crossing Flint Creek

o

into the hollow, thence,south through the hollow,

S
s{xn0wn'as "Nine Nilé Hollow" for it was nine miles‘

through this hollow before reaching Fost Oak Flat |,
Al
continuing south over the ridge coming out at a

point about where Highway f10 intersects Highway #62

1

west of the Illinois River, thence®Wwest_up the hill

into Tahfequah, Indian Territory, ruaning into the

. B
lain Street of Tahleguah, Indian Territory, at the

present spring, at the present south entrance to

o

- . >
" Northeastern Teachers 7Tollege. (Then the Female

Seminary). A

fY; The exaét date of my arrival at Tahlequéh,
Indién Territory‘was the day EhaE’Joel ayes, Cher-
okee Indian "hief was sworn into office.

I have traveled this road &-foot, wagon, and
stage ifl the ‘early days, and many thingé occured o

me along this road which would be of only minor im-

porténce. .
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At a point on this toad, on the

Fad

Indiaﬁ\nad-seoured permission to Operate\g\zoll bridge,

with the understanding that he would maintely a certaij’
* . - "

part of the road for this concessign. Well, h

the toll gate all right, he would collect fifty dants

n 7

for a team and wagon, and twenty-five cenis for a m

- and horse,.thoseﬂa-foot would go,around the side of

o~

fhe bluff ,and did not have to pay anything. The gate
was.s0 located on the road thet a great bluff could

not be m§neuvered with a horse or a team.

.

‘ &
This road was sometimes called the "Hilderbrand

Road" agcount of the 01d Hilderbrand water mill being

&

located on Flint Creek. The present town of Kanses,
Oklahams, is at the head of this hollow at about the

site of the old "Moravian Lission" at which place I

o - -

“st0pped in my trayels; for rest and and food.

*

MARRIAGES .

o

T was married in the states, and was not remarried

by the Indian laws to became & citizen. I.was, however,
," )

@

&

380"
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compelled to secure & permit both in the Cherokes

and the Creek Nations. 1In the,.lreek Nation I had- ”
-

to pay $2.00 a month evidenced by a copy of permit

-

abtached hereto, :

AND CUSTOQLIS. ¢

&

LI

-

Houses in the Hill courtry were constructed
principally of log with fire-place made of native
’ » .

stone, As to the schools and churches I did not
. 2 - ’ ©
pay a great deal of attention as to their construc-
[ -

tion or can I say as t0 the language taught in the

. 8

schools or %o the feith preached in the churches,

’ I3

There were some log houses in Talilequah, In-

v , N

dian Territory:;”;ﬁrecall the Double Log hggée{of
the Trainor family, the Capitol 3uilding was brick

as well as th%“businéss concerns of Stapleton Bros,

wr

Johnson & Thompson, and the Female Seminarye -I
helped, pergonally, in the construction of thé old

Seminary.

They raised some Eorn and other produgts but

‘not any in abundance - just for their home consump-

e
tion.
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The only mills which I can recall was the
Hilderbrand<Water Mi1l and Saw Mi1ll on Flint

Creek near the present town of Kansas,_Oklahoma,
> . .

H s Fabaris .
This mill was an old water-mill and ground wheat.

h}
bieecnd

°‘Ehe wheat was brodght to mili'principally by

e

Arkansas farmers.,. .

There was a salt works located near Grand
¥},

River olose to the Mayes Ferry which was 10 milés

due east from the present town of Pryor, Oklahoma,

4

k 4
Itris sometimes at this date referred

i

to, as

"Mineral Springs", while  in reality the Government

bored wells there and found salt water and they
proceeded t0 set up the salt works., In the recdnt

years, I was by there, and some of thé old iron

<

kettles were still lying around. The nearest town

4

‘Indign Perritary, (now Oklahama), at that time,,
only a‘store and Past Offioce oconstituted the town.

Thefe were lots of wild berries and fgui;s

éuch as: blackberries, dewberriés, strawberries,
Plums, etc,. as well as plenty of hickory nuts and

wainuts.

or trading point to the salt works was Locust Grove,

-
-
B

»
(N
£2'3

W

PR
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Wild geme. was also in abundgnce, such as:

- {

rabbits, squifrels, ooons, oOpossum, deer, turkeys,
~eto. I have seen dro;es of deei in the vipginity

of the old sglt works many gimes ghd it has not been
very long égo as I recall it, five cros=ed the road

ghead of me, I remember one time an 0ld Indian

kad killed a wild turkey, he-tried to sell it to the

Cherokee Orphan's Asylum, now .at Salina, Oklahoma, .

i

but as the, one turkgy wai not enough for the insti-

“tution to make a compiet meal they would not buy

it, so he accosted me andng purchased it faor fifty

cents. It was a twenty pound turkey. .

'

I was busily engaged.and so could not partiei-
pate in hunting and fishing gnd really never cared

#uch about these sports. (There ﬁas lots of fish in -

all the rivers and creeks). |

The Indians as well as th whités, raised some

sheep, hogs, goats, and ponies, but their stock raising

was confined to cattle, prinecipally, due to their

n

b )

running open on the range. . ¥ .

A}

I suppose there were social affairs but I never

attended any of their barﬁecues, capp meetings, and
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the 1ike, I just didn't teke exy part in their

@ -

sports and social activities and conséquently, -
I.em unable to go imto details in comnection, . ~

. with thée-

e e O

<

r

ROADS, TRAILS, ETC. -«

&

I have described above the,old Ridge Road

but I might add that &he drivar of the stage be-

T
’

tween Tahlequah, Indian Terri%ory, and Siloam
Springs, Arkansas, was-by name & Mr. Simpson.. ) , o
He carried mail and passengers taking'a day for . \

*

a trip, each way. - ’ ", : F\

BRIDGES, FERRIES & FORDS. - \\

Well, we would ford lots of creeks but I do
not know tﬁZt they had any pérticular neme. I do
remember the Nev;ﬁs fgrry between Fort Gibson, | v
and Muskogee, Indian Territory, run by a Mrs.

Julia Nevins, The West landing of this fefry. was

nesar the present Muskogee Pump Station and the <

East landing was near the mouth of Grand River. v ;
This ferry was on the maiq artery of travel for all

. points east and wedt between Fort Gibson, Indian
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Territory, The Rogers Ferry, or sometimes referred

r ’
;

to as the Frozen Rogk Rerry, wasrlocated near the
present’ Frisco R. R. Bridge soross the Arkansas
Rivér,'Ea;tfoT ﬂuakogee, Oklahoma, This féfry was
controlled, owned, and oﬁératéd by the Roggré Brothers,

:§§60nnell, Hugh, and Alec Rogers.

RANCHES

I knew of many ranches over the country and
would pass and repass them’but cannot remember the -
,nemes, owners, or the exact lotations. I do remem-

ber however over near the present village of Bald

7W7§Hﬁ$&ﬁﬁﬁ®h@e&d%mkwy%hMm,mﬁ

4

Captain Severs owned this ranch ‘and that is ebout all.

WARS AND UPRISINGS,

I remember the Crazy Snake Uprising dbwn ﬁear
Eufaula, Oklehomn in recent yearg. Chitio Harjo was
nick-named Crazy Sgéke and he was with a number of
other‘crazy Indians thap rebelled'ggainst the Go;ern;

ment, They were soon subdued and Harjo wes brought

into ocourt for an accountine This being so recent,

R expect others could tell all the details better

385
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than Io I might add here that the Indiens in
- Eastern Oklaﬁoma were a law abiding and peaceful
race and the biggest enemies that we had in the

early days was %he United States Msrshals. .

FORTS AND POSTS.

~

I never visited Fort Gibson while the soldiers
wore in the E‘ort.l They had evacuated before mny
arrivel in that citye 1 did, However see the old
barracks and officers homes shortly after they had
evacuated and that is about all the information 1

can, give.

. RAILROADS,

‘ fge St. Louis, I:?n Mountain and SduthernJ
Railrogd buil? through Wagoner, Indian Territory in
1887, When I had.occasion to sse this Railroad
beingfconstructed‘for tﬁe first time the ties and
rails were mot yet laids The Frisbo,»Midland |
Valley, and M. Oe¢ & Go built into Muskogee in the(
late years, msaning all were built since 1800, The

13

M. K, & To Railroad was built when I got here.

POLICE - :

I knew quite a few of -the United States

'u
i)



. VOGEL, HENRY INTERVIEW \\\\ ' - .
. ., ' ’ { .
o , 387
L s [+ N _ 1

Heck Thoma, Ike Rogers and Bud Dedbettex: and, 6thers, - -

. "Bud- Ledbetter still 1lives aml resides southeas;\bf

MuekogeeQOklahomn. Ike Rogers was killed by Cherokee

Bill on the Depot Platform 'of Fort Gibson in 1.8980

- L

' MERGHANDISING I l

In Muskogee, Indian Territory, J. A. Pefterson &

Co, Jo E. Turner did most of the buginess in this section

N I * o . . . . «a .
- end their principal customers. were Cherokee, Creek and @

-

Choct'aw indiens. There wes no banks and sh'ouid you get- .
’ more money than you cared to carry~around with you, you
) could just take it down Yo’ these most responsible ‘men
and they (vmuld put it in their safe and keep 1t for youl"

untik you called for i\t. If Jne Wanted to borrow mey- -

to buy cattle, make a crop or, what not, they would.* coept'
a nmnmortgage and make the 1oan. ’l‘nay also issued script |
~ which was used as & medium of. exohange between the aife- | .
erent merchants. This was thorOﬁghl? good script -and
was redeemable at any time as- these concerns were honest |

. and upright 1n all their tr&nsaotiono Later on, a ‘Mr. ",

#ing came in snd he also issued a piece of

smag
LA e
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green paper with his picture on one end and the amount
on the other. It rather resembled money end was about
the size of our present p&per mone;,'all the other
firms \had seript but it was just ordinary pieces of -

Papere ’

1]

SETTLEMENTS AND ALLOTMENTS

a

My father, brother and siéuer participated in
the Cherokee Strip Run in 1893, None of them get a
claim but m& sister, who got 160 acres in the present
Alfalfa Counﬁy,‘uear the present little town of . "
'Burlington, bk;ahomao My brother is.living on it
now. I can't tell any of the details of this run éther

than whet has already been told or writtex.

-4

SCHOOLS AND MISSIONS.
. 7 i

"'g?’ - There wesja great deal of uuilding going on in.

‘the Creek Nation by the Givernment sponsored by the
_ breek Ind ien Tribes in the years 1890 to 1895 and it

was during these years I helped to construct the follow-

-
.

" .ing: The Creek Orphanage, at ‘the present ngrtheast:uity

1imits of Okmnlgee, Oklahama. It was’ originally & ° g .. =2
&frame structure and it is thought that some of the in- |
v;ates were instrumental in it being burned. Wle re-

- eogstructed this asylum of native stome and brick that

%‘,‘azs__new‘bi‘r' : "\ ‘ * . . A
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At“the time we coustructed thiqastone and brick-
| asylum, the city of Okmulgee consisted of only
thei;;eek Gouncil Hdhae andba store or twoe
This;was in the‘year i891. |
In 1892 eighteen miles ﬁorthweet of the pres; ‘
ent town of Wewoka, Oklahoma, we built the old "Mick-
asobka Mission" of. rock and haﬁd made brick. (This
Building is‘still.standing.)
During the years of 1892 snd 1893 we built
the "Rmuahocka Mission" four miles‘south of the pres-
ent town of Wewoka, of stone-and brick, but‘I\do
not know whether this building is stending or not,
During the years of 1893, 1894, and 1895, we
eonstructed the following boarﬁing‘schools: Tﬁe
Negro School fest of Muakogee on 2eean Creek, Creek ,
Iﬁdian.Scﬁool at now,’Coweta, Oklahoma, The Weaiake
School near the present town of Leonard, Oklahoma°
The Creek Indian School at the town of Sapulpa, Okls~
:ho$a end the Indian Séhool at Eufeula, Oklehoma s
In 1890 we remodeled the old hegro Orphan Asylum
on Agency Hill, West of +he present toun of Muskogee,

Ok;ahomao
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During my early deys in the present city of -

Muskogee I had no real estate taxes to pay nor aid

any one else have real-estate taxes to pay, however,
" we did have a personal tax to pay on our personsl

belongings, which is evidended by the tax receipt

rs

attached hereto. f

COMMENTS.,

-

Mr, John Dﬁl started a small banking inst;i-

&

tution, if yoy.would care to call it that, between
Okmulgee and Broadway on North Main Street at about
N

the 'present location of ome of the south rooms of
,,M
w
the Muskogee Seed House Buildinge. This was in the

year of 1888, In 18389 together with Dave Fink,

~

Co W, Turner, myself and gthers started the Com=

. mercial Na‘ti'cymal B‘ank at the Northweait Corner of
.the preéent i;£érsection' of North Main.Street and
Broadway in the city of Muskogee, Oklshomas I have
the first deposit book that was isg.uéd By this bank.
This benk at present, is located’at Third and Bpoad-

way and has never ceased éperation from the time it

was incorporated.

390
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© Mre Vogel has the distinction of being the .
&y
‘first City Street eommissioner in Muskogeeo He was
y S
first appointed by Pat Burns, and then, at a city 3o
i . o

election held on the second day of April, 1901 he ke

was elected by popular vots, aé‘ci?y Street Com-
missioner, as évidenced by the attached notification
signed by D. M. Wisdom, Mayoro

Mro Vogel has been a- hard honest and conscien-
, tiéus worker in the making of Oklahomsa, thevstate it
is today, and partigularly the city of Muskogee.
%f has served the city in-dirferent official capacities
“and hi; ever trytng, striving and unretiring ‘efforts

has helped to make the city an ideal place to lIive

and rear a family, due to its ideal schools, churches,

[4

utilities and all that goes,tghmakeia,city of contented -

people, He has always held uppermost in his mind to

make it all the name implies "The City of Hospitality".
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