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Robert W. Smell,
mvestigator,
Jenusry 14, 1938,

An Interview with M JeWe Trive,
% miles south; six miles west,
Bleskwell; Oklahoma,

t wes born'November 25, 1867, in éhi&, bug from
1684 to 16895, I was @ resident of KamsaS.

T made & trip in a wagon 1:11385, down on the
Arkensas Riverx, pear the present site of Ponea eity.
was hunting end ﬁshmimx 7 didn't see much geme bub
saw lots of cattle snd a few log cabins glong the rim.
m eattle ranches were not fme& at that timej the log
houses along the river were used by the emys and ranch
‘hands es - eamy housess

T 1890 I went down to Kimiu!mr on the Reck Islend
Railreed to hunt uwp a location for a home but the country
1 sew did not apéaa& to me and I returned home.

th the opentng of the Cherokee Strip I made the "Run”
end secured the norﬁhmt querter of Seetion 2, Township

26, morth, Renge E wests Dmmedjately after steking my claim
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& man réde up and said, "Mister, I was running for
this particular “tract wyself end 1L give you $25.00
if you will ride on.” I %old him I thought I hed a
place without sny contestents on it and thaet I desired
to stayi the man proceeded on his way, snd I mever had
a contestant on my hmastss@. Soon afwzv &mins wny
eleim I built e smell house on 1t and returned to Kansus
for & few weeks, and when 1 mti;md to my elaim again T
discovered thel my house had been stolen end m‘mﬁ aways
: never could oy did _1’!54 ite I ogain built a small houss
~end broke up several acres of sod land which Hmre planted
to crops the following spring but very little wes rajsed
-of anything planted until the year of 1897, -sw xlaaﬂm-ea
3200 bushels ei‘tlmﬂ from 100 scres, all of which wes sold
at & good price. The eoﬁa erop of 1897 was nothing unusual
but fair erops Qﬂiﬁm every kind were rajsed that year and
wheet was excellents

I was & bachelor for some yearﬁ' after the opening of
the countyy and 1 4id my owmn cooking, laundry, mending snd
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general ﬁeusewerk end usually went %o work by dsylight
of morninge and worked till derk, After a few years
of bachelorhood, I was married end have raised s témsly
of promising boys, twe of whom have finished college and
gpecislized in egriculturel or soil knowledge snd the
' ymmt one i8 now .attgnﬁiug the seme A & M aailase é*s
Stilivater at which his to older brothers attended and
{s taking up the fechnical study of o1l and agriculs
tuze, o

i 192?, I was ewarded & prize ﬂ:r making the higheat
mﬂng in a test of s mumber of ramm in w thy, and
was selected gs the Mester Fammer in my AiSiriet.

w fnm is known as the Thmmn Creck 5“@!': !’nm.
heve I have built every modern convenience for my stock
a8 nil as for myself end family, I heve raised different .
h:#eda of eattle, but em now rajeing Eelatein Aanﬁa Black
Angm breeds. I lave taund it very profitable to misa
hogs end chose the aamtar Whitess in adﬁition %e eattle
end hogs I have rajsed many horses end mules on my farm
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ané\evmﬁ:ms I have handled in the lime of stoek
nas proved to be profitable es well ss a source of
pride and gatisfaction in growing fine stocks

T have adﬁad to my @mginal homes tead by mhw
{ng ether lands adjeining, un¥il I mow own 400 acres of
very fertile land, which my sons and 1 ere farming with
~ usual mms when ¢limatie conditions are st all favore
sbles My neighbors have slways besn the bsgt' of people
.ané are 5t§al this dey) my community hes never felt the
eﬂ’mts of amy dishonorable sctien by those whe _1i'w
upen their lendge I think the eriginal Meaee:vam}aan
were the best of peeplej their asawwm# together "
through the trying periods of early deys have cemenbed
a friendship that seems to bind them closer than the
%ies of blood relstionshiPe
J T have never sllowed my interest ‘te be drawn away
the subject of ferming end stock raising, which I
ve suecessfully mastered, and I have instilled in my
ns an inclination to follow clogely after me and to

profit by my experience that has proven se successfvle
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The opportunity to enter polities or hold political
aﬁ:‘iea that often hes ceused men to leave their
chosen work or profession has never affected me in
my chosen work of farming end stock raising.



