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M e r r i l l A. N e l s o n ,
Investigator,
November 1, 1937;

An Interview With Thomas. Traynor,
Xnid, Oklahoma.

THE BUILDING OF SEGALS SOHDOL.

T
There were four ohildren born to my parents; .my

brother, Edward, a farmer; my sister, Anna, now at Oklahoma

City, who married a man by the name iof Haugherty; Ella
t

whose huabaaifs name was Hamilton, of Denver; and myself.

Both of the s i s ters are widows now. Brother Edward's son

l ives f ive miles south of Enid on a farm.

-* I came with my parents from Ireland direct ly to

Newton, Kansas. On shipboard 'they told us one day that

we would soon see land. We wanted to oateh a view df i t ,

.. even i f this occurred at night so we hid in a pipe of the

steamer and our parents had a time finding us. . I s t i l l

remember when they found us . ^

We lived seven years in Newton, Kansas, My grand-

mother had secured a place near Newton^which was one thing

which brought us over from the old oountry. My grandmother

and unole died when we l ived in Newton.
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*' John Brantlay had the misfortune to stake on the

school land, and did not stay long. The r e s t of them

secured claims and al? of them raised fami l ies on t h e i r

.claims, frirv ftntri-eken, i s the uncle of the two Doctors

S n t r i c k e n , d e n t i s t s , In Dnid,

Ther* i s Q good* deal of d iscuss ion about the

locat ion of Pat Hennessey's -grafe.^ I saw the l i t t l e

grave the day n$r brother and I-went down the t r a i l , I

Galled him to see i ' t . f t vras about twenty miles northwest

of the old mill which i s s t i l l t he re . I t was jus t a l i t t l e

,w«3fc*t>f the t r a i l . • On the b a t t l e f i e l d of the WasMta,-

o s imi la r s tone r broken in , two, as tha t on Pa*:

Hennessey's s rave , f t /wai marked with the Cavalry R }giment

and the da te of b a t t l e •

"̂ 9 s t i l l own the old place» I t i s the N15§ Sea.

* . Township 18,' Range 6. There were ten or twelve acrss of

timber but there was no water on the place. Wr» Morrow's

place to the north had a small: oreek on i t . We ^ent therd *

about'one half mile for water.
- * * *

Our place a t f i r s t had a sod house which the men pt -

our p a r t y threw up . This was the f i r s t sod house i n $his
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OUT f s t e tha t f i r s t winter »as scanty. T m9&» 8

hun t ingrp ra t r t« ohinken°. T sa"i*H.rr)eB po< '* ^

fox th° prs i r te" nhtfif^ns; T n l=n shot g in t of

tn fanh th«?y ^ r ' 0 p l^nHfni 'n Ui<> noo^s on our

pqiunda for tw> ^ i H « r a . T ^?.lrof3 haul

rock ,for the ^*»thiMj*» "hnr^h in Hsnne^^^yj flc another

^. My father glao ,'̂ ^ouf; tht« time p^^nrecl the contract

to help bn 13^ rinp or t^nre of th» H H I ^ I P S P fnr th ,̂ famous

My brother, si ster land mysolf help*'? build this-

l I marri *"!, a Mips Stella Rogers, fler folks

trere homesteaders .too* They Hired too miles east, Thay

.were real honw-st^ders as they lived in tents the f i r s t

winter. For'som? reason herjhenlth-failed, I took her

•to Colorado for her health, but to no avail, So We than

brought her baak to the country^ ah'©- loved so well, the

section near her old'home. Haw she loved to stop an'he*

way to Hennessey with me or h«r l i t t l e family at

f6* A l i t t l d pidnld lUttdh under thft big trSSiU
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sometimes drive out to the homestead with my second

wife who enjoys the v^id red coloring in the, woods about

the homestead, woods so .thick that when we settled there
r i *

before the roads' came through, i t was easy to get l o s t .

To my f i r s t wife and myself were born three boys and a

g i r l . - I shall t e l l yo.u more of these l a t e r .

When we went to Kingfisher to f i l e we caught a fawn.

The greyhound we had and the other dog did not catch i t .

We captured i t by hand. The old doe was scared off, and

we took the fawn to the. old sod house. For milk we had

to go~a~lFoupl.e of miles east where people had a oow. The

dogs got-so used to that pet fawn that they allowed i t to

go with them. Also whenever the dogs would see a fawn

(or small deer} they would jump on i t s baok in. such a way

that they did not hurt i t bu£/merely held i t for us t i l l

we got there. In th i s way we seoured five does. (Does

and fawn). Wo fed them so much milk, however, that they

died. . .

We placed one of the fawns in the wagon and weut an

Ito Kingfisher. Mrii. Luther Morrow's father found out that

he oould f i l e , But he had no money. We sold one of the
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fawns for! #10.00 and with this money he was able to f i le
i

"on his pl.|ace. I have noticed that runny hsd done-as we
i

did; viz,[ located their more modern house near the very
i

spot where their f i r s t shack or dugout was. Our old

3 w^st of e lsrp:« t r ^ tn the center of fche,
f i e l d or tiotneaterad, L a t o r we b u i l t * lnrpt^r

i t t t i e 3 0ijth of t h e t r « e . Both pr« gon^ now.

. -This is how they oornor;

t School —
» Morrow •*•--•

» Trayaor
•Dugout }{
. 0 Tree

Jfflndriokson

§ New HOUSP.
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Although working for Father t i l l the Oaddo-Wiohita

opening, about 1901 I wont on the road s e l l i n g machinery ,"

and have been ac t ing as a> salesman ©v<*r sinoe in var ious

c a p a c i t i e s . In Ju ly , 1901 , I r eg i s t e red i n the Qaddo

country. However, I f a i l ed to draw on the 6th of August.

But many persons wsro not there a t t-h<* drawing so th^ i r

land was not Calmed, and thore was Pothor unoccupied

. land.*" I found eighty acres of .good' land .th/at no ono

W8S clalminp; and f i led on i t . After tha t t l ived in

Oklahoma Ci ty-awhi le i n 1915 and a l so have l ived i n Bl

•Reno. My t e r r i t o r y often covered the e n t i r e s t a t e . I t

was in 1916, and 1917 tha t we went to Denver for my^wife's

health.

When I 'went to the Oaddo country I bu i l t a half dug-

out with a^haTf frlirn:e"-on---top-0:f-~tha4;<-J£y- o'Jlalffi_was the ._ ̂ _

ff^ of NW-̂  Sec Z. Twp. 10 Range 2. " •

I moved^and lived there five years. My place was

twelve miles southeast of Hinton. My brother secured a

claim in the Cherokee S t r i p . ' His plade was six miles

east and one south of .Enid.
«

In .addition to not answering to their numbers, some

* did not f i le at #L fleno. The filing was in rotation with
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th© number so t h a t i f they did no* fi 1 <=» Rv»n i f they
v

dr^w they l o s t th° t r fcujn with!n B oertMn tfm«. .Much

land T»RS I*ft i s t ' fmld ,

-There wn«? 8 ihnr^H oU*? mi l ° eas t «nfl *fc?n Booth of

ocl b»i»i11lna snf3 Rjn o i l

mv f | p

ty nhur«jj\; Denoml naM nn*»l \ i n ° p 77<>r» not
•*

y in thos^ 5-^ys nnd

or Profcentnnt* "Thor« la © ero

y s M ! l ther<9,^The¥«• tw^ToMother nwi^tory f ive
• A
•/

^ nnrt-b niri nl«n nno o U th.le north Mnd «lgo one

mi IOR north^gai? v?«st. Wh?»ri f>mpraV s p u r r e d , I

vroul<1 h«il p mnk» ^o f f in i , ^ov«*r up (:ho deed «»nd a s s i s t In

at Se^ors buiJiing the sdhool for the Government

i?1 th thg_Jnd t e na. This

building was of br.1 ok nnd two atori«B ht«h, I gathered

liraeBtona from rovk not fax avny, whidh we burnt for

mortar; the window s i l l s w«r<9 frott lumber in ^he nearby1

hi l l s ; ' I would take a airing' of long rooks (limestone)

and t i e them under the-wagon and drag them' along. Lttmbet*. ' ,

other than for the window s i l l s w&s hauled by or from the
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H ntoh. Thin qm>fch <\ r Colony

tJ Htr Tool f,o f l in f

on** nptivnl t.n

understand'. 0nr» t1 m̂  out bv

aidfi of t:ho r<x\f\ xjbnut-mtfl n1 jcrl̂ k o orow<1 oT

hy th©

shot by on .horpnbnr>'<- y* l H np-, 11 ''^ T>mon?5, My wife who vras

with mn was frl pjhtrtn^d, . n u t r know t;h«y m»wnfc no

Another timf north of of

toward the *«nst. Thethem l*n groups n i l

had no clothes on them. This wn* on Sugar Craok north of

to enjoy their ra'clng games. They lored foot

and horse raoee there around Oantoninent. They had quit
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ustngbows and arrows and were using r i f l e s . b u t no

shotguns. . - •

They used to bury t he i r d*«d in t r e«? . I t was r e -

ported tha t they would k i l l doss and ea t them. I t la

reported tha t they woul'l kirBB sometimes. Although my

mother was a r e l i e f woman disburs ing a id , almost no one

reoeived a i d . The cattlemen were used to borrowing but

the ordinary s e t t l e r had nothing to borr'>?i on. In the

early days of the opening, even oa t t l^ne^ nould not

borrow. Times were too hard.

The f i r s t school a t Myrtle wss a p icke t school, made

of logs running s t r a i g h t up. •

One day I was going along the t r a i l and went a l i t t l e

ways off the t r a i l to hunt. I saw* something | s h a l l never

forge t . As far north as I oould see , there were covered

wagons moving slowly a long. Looking southward one oould

see a t more or l e s s sven i n t a r v a l s other wagons moving" '

along in one unbroken l i n e ,
r

Soon a f t e r the opening i n old Oklahoma, there-was"

qu i te an epidemic of c h i l l s and fever or perhaps-malar ia .

I t may have been oaused by d r i n k i n g plfcr water , perhaps

from buffalo wallows, eta*
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