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Merrill A, Nelson, -
Investigator,
November 1, 1937.

- -

. “An Interview'w;th Thom
Enid, Oklahama.

THE BUTLDING OF SEGAR'S SGHOOL.

There were four children born to my parents; .my

*

N .

brother, Edward, a farmer; my aister, Anha, now at Oklahoma
0ity, who married & man by the name of Haugherty; Ella
whose 'husband's name was Hamilton, of Denver; and myself.
Both of the sisters are widows now. Brother Edward's son
lives five miles south of Enid on a farm. |

3 I came with my parents from Ire1;>§ directly to.

Newton, Kansaas., On shipboard ’th_ei} told us one day that

as Traynor, ~ — —

we would soon ses glesmd.' We wanted to catoh a view of it,

.. even if this oceurred at night so we hid in a pipe of the -

_ steamer and our parents had a time finding us. . I still

. 3
remember when they found us. : -
: )

We lived seven years in Newton, Kansas., My grand-

mother had secured a place near Newton which was one thing - t

which brought us over from the old oou“xlxtry., My grandmother -

and uncle died when we 1ived in Newton.
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" John Bxﬁntley had the misfortune to stake on the
school land, and &id not st?y long. The rest of tham
A senured claims and all of them railsed fomilies on their

" .olaims, M?;lmntrivken,ié the uncle of the two Doctors

-~

4

Entricken,dentists, tn Enid,

-

z

There 18 a good deal of dlscussion about the
location of Pat Hennessey's.grave. 1 saw the little

grave the day my brather and I.went down the trail, I

called him to see it, It was abéut twenty miles northwest
of the old mill which is st111 there, It was just a little

Mastof the trafl. . On the battlafield of the Washits;

A

I saw a similar stone, broken in .two, as that on Pa®

‘Hennessey's grave. Tt §a~ marked with the fOavalry R »giment

.
» \-.__,,,“‘-7_»""’ >

.and the date of battle.

" #We still om the old place. It is the NBE Sed. 117~ -— .

* . Township 18, Renge 6. There were ten or twelve acres of
timber but there was no water on the blace. ¥r. Morrow's

place to the north had 8 pnallforeek on it. We went therd - .

L -

”gbcut:éhe>half mile for water.. '

. -

>

Our place at first héd a sjd house which the men of - .
our party threw up, This was tHe first sod house in this

¢ . . ' "
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Our fare that first winter was seenty, T made &

' ) - . 3
1iving huntingpratrie chinkene. T gometimes got " a - ;
quirtar for the prairia ohickens. T alsa shot a Tat of

damsr, In fant thay pere plentifnl in the gsnnde on aur

plare, 'n half mile amat and gaamth, Nne time T anld =
hyek #edghing 198 paunds for tes Aa1lare, T halred haul

. . ! f
" ronk for the Mathalien ahureh in Hennaeeay, s« another
- B 7’ .

. aﬂéﬁpatian,
Mv father nlqo ahnuf this time sennrad the nontract

tn halp hni]ﬂ ane .or mare nf thae hnildinge far thé femous

‘Sager Sdhonl, freapn and MeBrtde were the ather nontrsgtors.

My brother, sister and mysslf helpad bnild this. J

FLe01 I mariled s Miss Stella Rogers. Her folks
|

wera homesgaaderé jbo, They lived two mi les east, They f

‘ﬁera real homeetenders as they lived in tents the first ';

winter. For some ¥eason her heslth- failed. I took her |

to Colorado for her health, twt to no aveil, 8o we thén

° {

brought her baak to the eountry sﬁe loved so well, the

seotion near her old'home. How she loved to stop on her

o

way to Hannessey with me or her little family at Turkey

Oresk fdﬁ a 11ttle pidhid 1unch under the big traées wa

{

|

: . i
{ - e : . . J
‘ . ’ o | 'i
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'wife‘who enJoys the vixid red coloring in the woods about
. !

ﬁ sometimes drive out ¥o the homestead with my second

!

b

the homestead, woods §0ﬁ§hick that when we settled there
before the roade camefthrough, it was eaey to get lost,
To my first wife and myself wore born thrée boys and a
girl.- I shall tell you mors of these later. |

When we want to Kingfisher to file we caught a fawn.
The greyhound we had and the other dog did not aatoh 1t,
We captured it by hand. The o0ld doe was scgred off, and

.
3

we took the fawn to the 0ld sod house. For milk we had

37

to go & couple of milés east where people hed a now. The

dogs got.s0 used to that pet fawn that they allowed it to
go with them. Also whenever the dogs would see a fawn
(or emall deer) they would jump on 1ts baok in such a way

that they did not hurt i+t bq}xnerely held it for us till

we gnt there., In this way we asocured five does. (Does .

and fawn). We fed them so much milk, however, thest they
died.

We placed oneﬁof the fawns in the wagon and went on
to Kingfiaher, % Luther Morrow's father found out th€¥

i . j '

he aould file, t he had no money. We sold jone of_the“".'

- ¢ - e .
s - - ,44_::“;,-‘

’
4
-
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~
-

| .
e L N 38
( *
R * - .
_ TRAYNOR,

| !
j |

THOMAS "7, ~ INTERVIEW . 9198.

l
N g -
1 .
i
! 5 | ¢
favwns foﬁ £10,00 and withthis money he was able to file

"on his pche. T have notiged that meny had done.as we

aid; Viz,}lgoatod their more modarn house near the very

apot where their firsf shaok or dugout wes. Our o0ld

P —

dugnut&égs wagt of a 1arge tras in the rapter of the,

!

/ fiald ar homaﬂtead, Iatar we built a larger hause =
1ittle asuth of the tree. Both era gone now.

This is how thef norner;

Sahool ~ =
Morrow 4--!

ot
~]
o
fod
b
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v Traynor Bndrickson
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v 0 Tres )
t 1] t
' # New House. . ) '
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Althaugh working for Father t111 the Caddo-Viiohita

_ opening, about 1901 1 wont on the rosd selling mechinery,

. and have been acting as a sslesman evar since in various

L4

oapacities. In July, 1901, I raglstered in the Caddo
country. However, I failed to draw on the 6th of August.

But many persons ware not there at tha drawlng so their

4

land was not gﬁaimad, and there was ,other unoccupled
land.* I founh . .eighty acras‘of,gqodplﬂnd.tnat no one
wes clatming and filed on 1t. After thet T lived in
Oklahoma C1ty-awhils in 1915 and also heve 1lved ln Rl
Reno. My territory often covered tﬁé nntf;e state. It

was in 1916, and 1917 that we wemt to Denver for my wife's
\\\\

health,

When I ‘went to the Osddo oountry I bullt a half dug-

—_ »

etk

out with a halt fFame on-top-of-that. -My oleim was the

W} of NWi Seoc 2. Twp. 10 Range 2.
I movedeand lived there five years. My place wos

twelve mi;es séutheast of Hinton. My brother secured a

’,

claim in the Cherokee Strip., His plade was six miles

esast and one south of{Enid.

~ -

In.additton to not answering to their numbers, some \

"w d1d not file at E1 Reno, The filing was in rotation with
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- - the number so that {f_thay Aid not file even if thay

¥

draw they lost thelyr turn within A oertsaip time. Much

-

land wes lafrt an I anld,

.'Thare wac A ahnreh oBa mile mast and “twa snuth of

my Pathar'se placa, I Lae knnwn ae the "Rm‘rav’/fs" [t
? w
wna A nomemni ty ahutrah, Denominatinnsl l{nes wera not
- —

tightly dram {n thoge d@ys and evervhrly went Zatholle

™~ *

or Profeatnnf. *Phare le 8 g§;;jféildina and an old

asmetary atill thara.wQThSYa quvnnother nnmnterv five

milen nnrth and alan nna a 11 H{q nnrt'h ﬂnd alsn one

~

gevaral milas north“gnd west, Whed‘fnnsrak vnnnrra%, I

would hdl p maka roffins, savar up the Aead and aseist in

" other weva. . T

i v

Whan at Seamars building the sahool for the Govermment

== T—had afrhanqea+ﬁ—ae%:a@q&&tnisd~nLAn~lh2_1ndians. This

a&‘{z

59’1

[ —

builq;ng wag of bpiok and two stories high, [ gathered g‘ \\m
limestona from rack not Par away, which we burnt Ptor

mortar; the window silla ;nre froﬁ lumber in the nearby,
hills; I would take a a%ring’gf long rocks (limestone)

and tie them under thaawagon and drag them along. Lumber,

other than for the window sills was hauled by or from the

N
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Dovil'a fanyan flftesn nr twenty milan anst af Wantharford \\

Mnton, This butlding at Sepgaras wman annth of Qaolany

Tha Tndf magetra the ranl "thing thefa. Thay wars

hanret Indiana nl Fidxy. Oepgar hnd n mlaalan thers and

tha favarnment Imt't g them.
Nt T R )
In dlatritmttine foal Lo thae [nd tha fLaverpment

’ . ™~

11+~ eroen npq.‘ 'T)is hn~'ra ganld dAa tha qhnnttnh\rhgj

gquawg did the raat of fha wark. ; ~

.
- L4

ha Indinana had anmn Auatome Lhnt @mars hoard to

L

underatand. One e (\u-t by Aunadarkn, T wag pnrked hy the

gide nf tha rond abant -mid ni ot whan n erowd of [ndlang

-

ghot Ry on horaehnae'c yalling 11¥s dnmona, Wy wife who wes
with me was frightoenrd, Myt [ knnw thay meant no harm,

Ancther time north of Anadarka [ saw grent numhars of

1
iy

them rﬁ graups all lookine toward the enst. The ahildren
had no clothes on them, Thia wna an Sugsr Nreek north of

Anadarko. . .

I uaéa to enjoy their racing gemes. Thay loved tdot

¢
I 1

-+

and horses races there around Cantonment. They had quit
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using -bows and arrows and wers using rifles but no

shotguns.

They usad to bury thelr desd in tress, [+ was re-

-
F4

ported that they would kill doms snd eat them. I% is
) Lrade
" reportsd that they would fives sometimes., Although my

mother was a rellef woman di shursine atd, almost no one
received aid, The oatflenen were used to borrowing bdbut
théiordinopy settler‘héd nothing to borrn» on., In the
early deys of the cpening, even cattlemen nould not
borrow, Times were too hard.

The first school at Myrtle wss a plokel srhool, made

of logs running straight up.

One day I was going along the trall.and went s 1ittle

ways off the trail to hunt, I saw something [ shall never

-

forget. Aa far uorth as [ could see, there were sovered

‘v

ﬁaggﬁa moving slowly along. Looking southward one could

-

see at more or less even intervals other wagons moving

along in one unbroken 1ins,
s

Soon after the opsning im old Oklahoma, there- was
quite an epidemic of chills and fever or perhaps malarié.
It may have been gaused by :drinking pdgi water, psrheps

from buffalo wallows, eta.

o —— . . d
T —— '
M——M :
s

N —
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'y And had tha nopntranst Poar narryipg tha ma{l far

hY
v

a while, Thare war an nlN pnat nfflam np whet nea Ynnnun

1 ’

ae Tan Desrtnpg'a place asct nf had'a plars, ane af the

flrat tn tha aomoanlty . He snarrled mai)l Fras thare to
L ] .

t

\g B S ' 4

- Hanneananay,

3

'
Fathar nerd in rafars rrepgularts Faprty anrac of snpnp
‘ ’ 1

R

Aarn hina ara hoodred inpnd alyty anrve  bameat i lad [+

-

gl ylialdl from tpante fivae tn farky hoeltale ty tha aepn

[
1

}



