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. - . • An Interview with J£rsv'G. )3. Town-send, ^angum, Oklahoma^ 4

By - Eunice^E.i'ayjefr, .Fi^i-d'
6.: 1937.

-~r .:.'
> A 'na t ive of-iftssoufri,'-"Mra*:&«. ?• To^msfead made tlig' , ,

^ '• ' ~ • - - - < - - ~ 'j

trip to Greer County^th her parents,. l:"r.. end'.l.'xs..L. F. •
t- . - - . \

•Martin, in 1892. The*'family set t led on a claiir southwest

of Ho1! i s , where her father operated- 6 stod' fenn..

Krs. Townsend had a v iv i / . recol lec t ion of the broom

wee&s. s e t t l e r s used to sweep, their homes and school houses*

The makeshift served as a sat isfactory broom,..although i t '

soon wore oui
' • • ' ( - . •

"I recall many, times that ve .enjoyed rabbit'hunts

on Saturj>ay.evening". Krs. Town-send said? "0-f course, we .

enjoyed the sport"^ut.:^ev»-alsp enjoyed the rabbit'" for Sunday/

. Women of .the early period Teamed to^ride Horse

at an early age. f.lrs* Tovmsend s t i l l has the saddle which

she used during that- e ra . ~

Barter prevailed during thev!90Ts and nianŷ  times

pioneer women carried a basket of eggs to town^_to exchange

for .groceries. . • • . ' " • * • .

• . Sunday afternoons "Sings*1 were enjoyed by* the young

p e o p l e ' ^ o l i k e d to,ising.» • ,, "", . , " ^ ••
• • ' • \ •-. • , • ' • • . » • " ' . " . . • ^ .

1 * " * " " " ' ' " * t ' • ' . " • i i . t # * , v "

• r • - • * - •
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fcost women-'in th-e ?'90f,s understood the use of fi-re- .•»

-?md wany were pood^erlcanien.'. Settlors teiidec to
, *• ; • - ^ - v - • - . - - • -

take up land'in corimiunitie^ for >h© coisaon protection. •• •
* ' * *

against frontier n^rdshfps tnt Indians.*

r,isn of" ,the c.x.^tinity lef+-t-' oe1'' rhe&t i.r. trade

X X supplies' s t <̂ uanah., texafe^ woiaen of the coiuzsanlty

• together to endure the hardships anc possibility of a^ In-

.. .dian raifi* .

There were practical""y no rhysicians in jfc:-ie section,

" and the care of the sic1" unu luj^rec rop t -rcvince for - •

women. •' , * '• " ' "
. «• * .

-.Era, Townsend reca^^s that the ridinf skirts vorn
—^J____J__J • - •
by pionenrSESSuirTFinacne^

Despite tLXZ Jiancicay'iiiaBy'fWeye noted' J"er. jthei r . .

•riding abi l i ty . ' . • •

.After her carriage. Trs* Tovmsen'1" recaps she had

tickets to th6 Ea'"'as Fair, however, .on1 y dne.yoK.an in to-nn

.p-asses^ed a silk-dress, snci -she ruse', \oaned tnr* garment to

aiipther womsn. This woman -was. already at the

.So the ticket-holder .coui d hardly wait unti^ the-^oman -with
* ' • • ' • ' \ . • • • . . * ' / ' . • . - -

r

•the, s i lk dreas returned, Jncidente^ly, tits owner of"the/ "
i M U b ; ;—:—;—'•> r~ u '

•silk idress


