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Interview with J. M, Yroxel,
. Rt. j#1, Blanchard, Oklahoma.,

I am 8 native of the Indien Yerritory, havine been,,
born April 10, 18869 in a lor cabin lodate’ seur the ovank
- of old Mud Cree%ﬁmsome twelve miles from tl» town of

k) .
Ardmore, in what was then the Cnickasaw Nation,.

- In the deys of my childhood a log house was ccnsidersd
/"‘\
an ideal home in the Inuiﬂp iqrMito;y, for most peorle then

lived in dubouts or sod snantfé,, and the Incixnu lived !

t I

principally 1n;?ents or tepees ‘for the reasoun that they

were contingalléﬁhoving from one section to anothsgr,

o

It wés,g general®2ustom nracticed among the Indian

tribes that as thé zame ranged from dif}erent sections the
Indians would thken pull down their tents, tie the stakes to
either side of thedr ho;ses and carry ¥heir few possessions
which comsisted of & few blankest dnd hides, the men on

horseback, ﬁith the squaws and kids following alony on foot.

~

The principaf foods of my childhood days were corn .
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brea’, beef and wild meats. There was an abundance of

~
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'Mamc in thie country- turkey, deer and a few untelopes
andiin the mountains south é zood many black bear lived,
'The smal}er samé- such as squirrels, rabbits, coons,quail
and prairie chickeqs were plentiful and all the streans
were full of fish, so . ople just spent wost of thelr time
fishinq»or huntin:, .

Yeople knew lit'le of farmtn,f?&ﬁféhvndbupation wan
then_considefed useless for th-re w;re no markets for the
nroduqt axcext a few very sm;il towns ahd they kent only
tile more nececanry thin-s in 3£ock such a5 coffe , surar
and tohach.g

As I grew up more neople came, when .i%e young.I
de%eloped‘an anbition to earn some money co I secured a
horse and saddle f rom mééfathor and I set out to find some’
kind of amploymentf Soon'IIaas“hired by a .r. «addy, &
famous ranchman who had come here in the very early days
and inexperienced as I was my ' first wazes were a~rend and
I began to work at $25.00 per month with my board ;n* a
horse rurniahég.

" This wes my first Job of my own and I determined to make
200d thoush at first mueh of this routine of & cowboy's life
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for a mere l‘ad wés very discouragigg; uhen the days of
branding began it was a tusk fér a youth who was un-
accustomed to hard work, for this I lea;ng: requiredl some
skill and practice. The catile were corralled and tisn just
bulldogged on the ;,;round while tl.e brandin: wés t ing done,

I worked hard and saved my earnings. I wuess the
reason I ;aVed was that thepe was no cause for soending thg
money as only é small town was anywhere' near and this did
not offer much entertainisent to me, 'the tuvn nearest tg
" where I worked was old Coatney Creek:Town located near the
Red Kiver which was discontinued in 1898,

The country was becoming more settled and the develop-
meﬁt of .agriculture was becoming more pcpular 30 I left the
range and entered Into the business of farming andLha§e since
been enzaged inm this business., KFarming, powev;r, was done
) oﬁ a small scale then for no conveniences were offered on
the earlier farms till after 1907, when the country:jésn
sgemed to develop overﬁigﬁt into one of phe leaﬁing‘farming
staieslof our union. |

~

I now live threc<fourths of & mile west and five and

.ne-half wiles north of Blanchard,



