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INTERVIEW WITH 'mms W TORLEY.

-

FIELD WORKER REUEEN Pmmxgcn.
s Apmd zo. 1037

. Jemes W '.l“;n'leya %g born on & farm in Merion county, ;.
' “Iowd, Jume 5th, 13662 Fis fatter moved to Polk cozinty,
Lowa, and from there t06 a farm on Indien Trust laml in
Kingman Gounty, Kanaas later sslling at Osage city, Kansas.
About the year 1885, when Jim was about 19 yeers of
aéa.- he and his brother left Osage City, with their cboking
: utensﬂs, 4n & cowred wagon éran by a team of nmles,
work for the Santa Fe Raiiroad which was being built alcng
the Chigholm trsgﬂ. from Arkensas City. There they found
3‘.0"55 e,ffq. ro;k going pﬁ; the Gladstone Ht?tel was under conw
. struetion, end the two Doys got work at $4 per day under
Pat Rainey, forman for a milling canmny, helping dig the
.capal uhich was being built to straightan the course of the

e s

Arleanaaa rim to aid m mlmino the millse At these mills
there wag made rlom' and &éorn risal, and-here there was also

- g cracker mh‘ arr!v_a_l'at Arkansas City, 'J’im
- " ook ﬁight at 'sight o‘fa blankst Indian ’aea'r.mg logzings end ~
moceasina, and wanted his brother to turn around and go back,
saying that he amm; like ‘che 1ook:s of that guy. His brother

_ who had hed :ront;ier e;pe;'ienca was not a bit afraid, and said -
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to .’f:lm. *You have some Iﬁdi&n blood in you, and you should
ot be afraid of -en Indian.® - . g
 One day & man drove info Arkansas C1ty who told them °
of better jobs to bg found on the Santa Fe right of wy,
'west of the Panes Agemcy, an the st Park stream in {ndiem -
Territorye. The boys went t‘o this place and warked f' 4o
5 montha for John Martin, a contractor, and recelved per
rday for their teems and &2 or $2.50 a day for their w s‘.
It was winter when they started back home, and they
were caught in a blizzard end snow storm, and were forsed
to camp where B]ack Bear creek crossed the Chisholm trg;i]_.,"
beside a big uprooted cottmwood ‘ree whose cmnpet;er wEé
as great as Jim's height,

7

In 1889, Jim and his father came to Indian Territory

- %o make the run for a claim in old Oklahoma. When they
‘réacmd the Gmey:river,- east of Verga,'éfcl'a, t;hey found it
out- of 1ts banka.'axia they, tomgether with others, we l'
forced to camp until about 25 of the men cut timber an

built & raft which they finished by evening, end quring thé'
night they &ll ecrossed, end 1n the morning cantinued their :
journey, atriving at Tulsa, Indien Territory, just bout

darke
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» They cemped that night at ;the' spring st the Arkensas x;iver - :

crossing, "near. the Stcmp ground, because tﬂv\ diana would

not take them across wmtil daylight. I o .
These were the first ecivilized Indian .Tim had ever .

seen and he thousrht they looked no ditferent than the farmers

' back homes ,Early he next day, the Indiens lined up the

wagons, end about 9 o'clock 1t was the turn of Jim and his

father to &rive onto the'flat boat and he feiried across the

river by the Indians who used poles-to row the boate - This

.., Tiver ‘ ssing was at the point on the river, about even AN

. @ ‘ . S
with where the Sophian Plaza Apertment building now stands .

at 1500 South Prisco Street, Tulsa,ﬁ&lg.\’_\ -
They were,ﬁo or three c;:xys on the road/ to 'Guthri'e, o

and just ‘betore they arrive,d, they; cemped on hléfh ground n;ar

- aottontgod ereek, where the old Payne Boomer camp used to bee : i\—
‘ They saw some of the dugeouts m ;hich the Boomers lived, and -
neny o}d tin eans, old buokets. and old esh beapse Jim arrived

to0 late i:o make t'ha‘run, éo turned around and went pack to

Pittsburg, Kensase - . , . ‘ : =

-

Finally in 1892 the father of Jim Turley lessed a farm
on Bird creek, northeast of Tulsa, at about the present lo-

. cation of Mohawk park, from Jack Jackson, snd Jim's wender=

-
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- a bt of horse and

ings 'ceased.A In 1893 he ﬁought a team and they ac_quired

‘more 1and and went 1n1:o i.ntensive farminge Jim did quite

cattle trading, end made money‘t.o ine

rd

crease their Gtock.\ ¢ne day whem they were breaking.a

)

young colt; J'i;n"s fatler got the Tope tengled about his

mrist and was dragged bx the colt, and his wrist joint

&

In ‘the fall vhen J*— got a jgb at Halgell's ranch on

Bird creek, this colored boy stayed\with .Tim's fothor end

\.’"

a1d the chores for his room and boar~' In the spring he

© was paid wages for his work. That summer, ‘he walted a

horse end saddle to go to Fort Gibeon t0, see his mothers

The 'I‘urley's gave him tba sadd;le, and J’ac

ed the horae.
awford was gone about weaks. put came vack with

the horse end saddle. ‘Ho asked .

and 1n abont three weeks was back again " th ths Cook geng,

 Jackson furnishe .
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Before Crawfor& got:into trouble at Fort Gibagn, he

quiet, good-natured. hard-woz'king, b0Y, well-likeﬁ

~N ”

who kmow him, A% cne 't&m be rode up to where Jim /
and his father ware wa.lling up a well, got off his horse , .

and|said to Jim,"You know you are liable to net shot?" Jinm

. - - . ¢ . .
said, "What have you got it in for me far?" Crawford said, | ;
"I haven®t got it in for.you, I®d@ rather shoot any one else /

you, Your father is.all right down in the well, Thém | ;

o ar poaaes over at your housq. looking for me, and there isv

1inble to be a shooting match here. It I could see to°pick

“Tea
!

-oyt Heck Bruner, I®d like to get him,":

| B stood there motionless. and unafraid with$ his eyes,
oh the Deputies an& their posses, mtdl they lett) the house,
and crosse& Flat Rook cresk, and were out of eight on theélir ‘
way towara ‘I‘ulsa, whereuﬂon he turned ana asked Jim for
foode J 1m told hlm that he or aiy one else was welcome to
eat at the_,Tur]ey home, 80 Cherokse Kid got himself a sande

,. Wich and rode off toward the North, eating as he Tode, The .

a——
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next and last time that Crawford Golsby was ever seen by
o Jim Turley was at Fort S'xﬁi.'tp", Arken sas, when the hengmen

was preparing to end the life ‘bf dherokee Bi1Y on the
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