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Field Worker: Hazel §. Green
May 4, 1937

•Interview with Frafl& B« T»- '•*•?

Date of birth

Place of birth-

Place of birth-

Ife-fcor——•-—

Place of bi rth-

•———1877. o \

——Two miles South of iqigo. Oklu

.——-She 1 ton Tucker.

—•—Some place in Indian Territory,

Floyd. .

«—«-Choctaw Nation: Mississippi

- * .Father was buried a t troodland et©etery, and Isto-ttier was

buried at J^ring Qiapel."eem^t^pyt.atxjut/ 1 milt* boulli of ISugo,

OlLLfihctne» beside her second husband* jS* J« •Bearden.
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WITH FRANK B, TUCKER.
HUGO, OKLAHOMA.

FIELD WORKER H&ZEL B. G!
May 4, 1937

Robert Jones was a half-blood Choc taw Indian, and a

graduate of The Old Choc*taw Academy, Scott County, Ey« '. Ho

owned farms a l l up and down Red river, thousands of ac'r«6JB '*."'*,$'

in each farm, with stores and gins on each farm* - I t haf ;r,, &-

been said that he was the f i r s t operator of "chain storesw*

He owned about 28 stores i n . a l l , and had white men to*:'6perate

them* The overseers on h i s farms were usually white men*

fa 40. of about 10,000 acres southwest of Idabel was called Rocy "

Comfort; another south of idabel was Bhawneetown, 7000 acres;? ."

Lake West farm i s 9 miles sduth of Bcjawell,* comprising eLbout

6000 acres; the Hog Wallow farm of atout 5000 acres i s south

of Bennington*

**"'

Because these farms were so near the river, his wife could

seem to have no good health, so he told her to select a place

for a home and hefd build there* Sfe selected a place four

mlXee'lBoutheasf of~the pr^enT"liowni"oT^^E^6Tn3^aTffma^"A

profusely covered with wild roses, land on th i s M i l he built a
\ • 'T

'perfect mansion and named it "Rose Hill",
• / - . ' * •

My mother, Hary Floyd, was haisekeeper at Rose Hill for
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several years* She pf-obably came with than from Mississippi*

She was what was considered an old maid in those days* She

was about 30 years oldfwhen she met* and married my father,

Shelton Tucker, who was a machinist^ and had coma to Rose Hill

to operate the steam gin* on that farm* I understand that some

of the gLns and grist mills on the other farms.were operated

by horee power. 01 Yes, there'iBre gr i s t mills on each farm*

Solomon Qotema wJs the minister who married my parents in 1875*

I can see Hose Hill in my mind's eye. I t was e large two

story frame house, with t a l l ridged columns supporting the porch,

which extended a l l along the front of the house; and they had

the f i rs t transoms over th'e door that I ever saw*.

Mother said that sane of the'material in the house was im-

ported from Prance* Just miiat /Oils material wasj/ldo» not recal l

sow* we visited there frequently* I remember the house faced the

south,a walk of native stone, lined on either side by cedar t rees ,

which are standing today, led the my to the native stone steps*

To the sputh of the house was as fine an orchard as I ever saw*

The most delicious fruit;* and a l l from seedling trees*

A wide ha l l , a room within i tself , divided the two l a rge /

front rooms* At each end of the house were large chimneys

native stone* Immediately back of the hal l , extended to the'

Vt '
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s two rooms* A staok chimney of native stone afforded

- '*" ' /
fire plaoes for both rooms above and below s ta i r s , as did

. - * i • /•>

also the chimneys a t either.end of the house*

Once when I was 32 years old I went up in the a t t i c t and

saw lots and lots of old records that I wish had been preserved

Ifor history's sake. One was a b i l l of lading for $3500.00 worth

of cotton-that lay. Jones had shipped to New Orleans. ^
I

He owned two steam boats and aside-from- the large amount of
I

ccmmodities produced on his own iarms, he bought, a l l the surplus

sal t , loather» cotton, hides, e t c , from a l l over the country and
* i

shipped i t to New Orleans. He had a large store and warehouse

dom on the. river, from tfiieh point the steamers started, and no
i

doubt had them a l l aloi^ the river adjoining his farsaa.

^Robert Jones, of Rose Hi l l fann»owned so many slaves-he did
~ •*

not know themNall, and did not know how much money 'he was worth.

n i F i a s reputed to beTb¥TTFsTTuiIbloed Chootaw inAi&n millionaire. -

It was said that the pri«e of cotton wa* so low in the time of the

Civil War that he saved 4500 bales of i t and later sold i t for $1»£5 \

per pound. - •

One of the provisions of one of the treat ies between the

Chootaw Indians and the U. S. Government was that they should be

paid their annuity payments in gold* '
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Once when a payment was i n progress at Old Kayhew. North

fioswell, they ran out of gold and went down and borrowed

$7000*00 from Robert Jones. s ___

He attributed his success to beiag able t o judge hi

nature. He said he was never tooled in any man*

He had at leant two daughters. 1 do not recall any more,
I

tho .perhaps there were more* One was named %ry Francns^she'

married a Handell* The other cae married a Lovex and Harry

Love of Idabel i s a.grandson of hers* One of the reasdns. I

remember Mary Frances* name so. rail was because Mo1p»r, talked'

of her more than any of the others* Perhaps they were nearly

of an age* Mother nursed her through smallpox* One of her

daddy*s steam boats was named for her, the Mary Frances*

There was a rumor of "haunts" a t Hose Hill* Mysterious

noises were heard, at Mghta~Eios1£fcy*But~one"day Mother ©psneS

a long unused closet and routed out a family of skunks which had

bedded in there for s
\

months, having war Iced "their way up

^J^*3Jt>^^>^*>»lJ!?»A.i»

That exploded the "ghost story".

In. the back yard at Hose Hil l I rqocmber seeing two immaise

wash pots, either one would hold'~300 ga l l ns* They had been used

to make sa l t in* -=, ' \ . " • '
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father and'mother were both white. J'ather w s an

intermarried citizen by a prior marriage, and though he

had a "right" to l^n* in this country t i l l the Dawe» Com-

mission came în and he eould not enroll then, because they

said he forfeited his.right as an intermarried citizen when

he-married a white woman. So he had to buy the j>laee^ they

had settled and thought they owned. It is what is no* known ,

as the old Bearden place, 2 miles southeast of Hugo. Father ,

and mother married in, 1875, and after father's death she i

married J. £• Beardeni Hence the name. I l ive there now, I

and have found i t very interesting. I'have in my possession ]

several spear and .arrow heads of flint rock which I have

plowed up.

There was evidently an old cemetery on the place, though

I saw no sign of i t until I plowad up a few bones, ^ioWpbtterF

and two'tomahawks, one of them in a^psrfect state of preservation

and the other broken. They are of flint rock>Sthave had son©

• One is brokeA now. -They would hold about a half gallon.

?/e have now, and in use, a wash pot that lane of the

Leflore Iiriians brought from Mississippi. The old fashioned

kind with bulging aides and ear* at the top to insert hooks into.
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After leaving Rose Hill and sett l ing on a farm of

his own, Father s t i l l worked as a machinist when he- could,

and was engaged in putting up* a gin and grist mill for Dre

Miller at Roebuck Lake* when his negro helper killed him*
i

;e really never knew why. I t i s supposed that father went

to the negro's home to recover some stolen tools,,' He la

buried at Goodland cemetery. Then in about two years Mother

married -J, J . Bearden. He died in 1922, and she in 1926*

She is buried at Spring Chapel cemetery beside him*

It was about 2 miles from home to Spring chapel school.

I t waa a dis t r ic t school for white and Indian children.• The

Indians went free, the whites had to psy something like $1*00

per month tuition* I t was established in about 1863, and

served for children for many miles to the north and east, some

of them came as far as 7 miles to school* Then we had only

about three months of school each year*

Spring Chapel was'a two^story frame building and the upper

part was used for a Masonic hall for the Doaksvilie lodge* Why

or when i t was moved from Ebaksville I do not know* But I do

remember some of the prominent members a t Spring Chapel* Among'

them were, Lev! apr ing •• William Spring* "Uncle" Bill Oakes, and

m Kills Shoat* The firat Masonic funeral 1 ever saw was tha t of
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Jim Spring* That buildtrg borned and m s rebuilt about 1898*

The Bearden Springs school m s established i n about 1889*

Then Sdgewood nas established and whan Edgewood school burned

about ten years ago, we tore down the 1898 Spring Chapel building

and consolidated the threo schools and cal led i t Bearden-SprIng

School.
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