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Dad read » great deal about the poaéibintiea :o{' Okla.,
énd he became &0 anthueed he tgought he would go to Oklahoma .
to look the situation over.  8n he bought a nes ;agon, 8 tent .
und(sll neceasary ocamping snppii&?,aggggy'to leave early in

'the mornihg May B, M%BQ,«D&}‘I\ had telked go muo; about Oklgh_oma
to ihq neighbors trying to pé}suado some of them to come too.
they thought they would have & littla fun out nf him, so the -
" night of Ma}' the 2nd, thay slipyed over “t.o our lot where l),ad
had tha wagon and painted In big blaok lattara "Okla, or buat-
1 am%eaded for Oklahoma—-dell he'll be\baok m two weaka" and-
otl:or silly eayinga.b Lad saw all the black paint but he did
not say much, just omw]_.ad into thotr,vagon and atarted for okla-
homa via Orlander. He followed th'; Santa Fe R.R.. on the Rast

into Oklahoma.

ELY
s
g
B

ihen he got to Gut.hria he saw thers wers fen men toc every
looatioa and he decmad to gn %o “klahoma City to the drawing.

‘Ho walked up Broadway to-#-5tk st. and staked two lots on North.

N
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fﬁ:h.. On these i.ota he bhuilt a amall rm:)‘m' J,O.X 12 of "boxing
end then wrote mobh.ex‘ to.leave ox;r ranﬁ and every thing |
vith my oldest brother and ooms to Oklshoma which mother
did, bringing me along with her. 1 was 8 years old. We
came on the  pasesnger into Arkansas (iity and here we tookA

. 8 freight train with one passenger coach. There were alout

.60 people in thie coach, all going %o Oklaloma -a jolly

< ———

crowd thm}gh ma.ny had to stand up. The trip was uneventful
until we got with in three miles of Ednpqd about 9 -p.m.
‘“when they loast @ bolt out of the»on‘gihe. The train crew

got Aff with lenterns, end started hunting for the bolt.
They searched until two o'clock in the morniné and about

3 or 4 miles back they found the bolt, put it back into

the engine and we sailed right elong until

wa got to
Oklahoma City.. Dad wam there to meet us a_z;d book us to
the box room on 5th street. Imagine my surprise when we
vent inside not to see a-bit of furniture, in one corner
-of the room tl;oro wags a big box like thing filzhd with hay

and some bedding this was Dad's & mother's bed. In an other

, s |
- coxner there was a like contraption that was for .me. The

‘next morning we went -out into the front yard whers Dad had
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f.‘ixmi 8 grate from et old cooking stove wpon soms rocka.
This wap téi'be nur"c;ok atqvué u#lopt and ennked thig
W about t.hra‘a waelcé, unt il finally father went to

Petti}s hardware (they had a frams building 20 X 70 a

e

their present loostion on Main St, snd asked for the big-

-

est cooking stove they had ¥eil, he hought it a wood

gtove 24 » 24 inches, 4 holess on top sand mother cooked

. .
U, PPV —_— .

on this stove’ for nine mont his. ‘
Msny smusing things happened. One day 1 watohed two

.men fight over two lots on the south side of &tk ‘aﬂ;raart.

‘and across in front of ug.- One of them had hia/ehm'gloa

at‘:xok up an:d aotﬁo blockes on the lote:. "lhe;m he left the

oth“or man tore his shingle down and threw his bl;aoka into

the gtreet. VWhen the man retumod;,”the;ﬂghtiné snd ocurs- - |

ing “began and =ome one went after Oapt Stiles and his
Amy. They come gnd’ took the two men over t;tl; barracks-’
and ;Pi;(;'a\a them under guard. soeheg 1ike that were every
day ocourrencesand we soon got aoou'stomod to tham.('

Dad so0ld hia’ b:’fg wagon and big horses and bought a
1ight spring wegon and a pair of Indian horses. Every day
he vlrc.mld drive out and look the gcountry over for he \lAcncweEC

’
Ll
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would £ind some "Sooner” who would want to sell Sut, and
ho was deteimined to have a femm in,Oklahoma..
One morning I noticed mother fixed a bigger lunch
than usual-very soon Dr. A. C. séott came down to our .
cabin, then the four of us go'}: into the apring wagon and we |
went land hunting.We took a Northeast ct,)nrse from Okla=--
homa City, end at noon we were looking for a nice shady

Y

place to eat whepw~e came acroas 16 wild turkey hens and

<5 Y gobler. Dad never thought to dbring his gun and ve

could only admj:ré them.~ Ve traveled on down to "Deep Fork..
bottom" when Dr., Scott said "Thers is & nice piace to eat.
Ve atOpped and started to get out when thme doer jumped

up and ren into the timber. After that we always went '
prapared for game as :‘lt was .plontirul and we never lacked .
for wild meat. We finished our meal and started out again,
_and within about a mile of Bitter creek we cams across two
- sooners who would soll their claim for $300. -Dad bought it,
and took one of them to the papd 0ffice and Dad filed the
land in his nsme. In the meantime, the other man remained
on the land to lbok after it. They had built a irLall aod

house and he was living fn"it. It was about 4 or 5 da'ya,f:_ ‘
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" b bofom Ded wont back to tske po:)oaaion, vhen the remaining

l

b
! man elaimed the land by prior settlamon‘b. Then Dad paid *

hm.$zb0.oo\ albava. . L ' .
Near this sod houae was new red earbh that looked l'iko -

-
»

aggrpve. Daﬁ eaid nothing but tore the sod house down - and

" plowed’ over the ground Later We tried. o find where the _

Q .
graxe was - to extavate but we never did. =

“ ’

-

Dad built a small box houss 8 X 10 where we: threb lived
for 3 mont‘na. 1 remember during that timg Dave Mcclure Lilled
Capt. couch and wa cane to the r\meral. Mrmcclure was triod
but claiméd self defense and came clear. There vas very little
enforcament of the law those days. \

My brother—in-law. G W Carrico &ught the adjoining%\
west of us ut having no houae, they moved mto our houso, s I, X

&

. 4
while Dad wsntr back to Kansas to sell our fa).m and mve our
? B ) :i

- things 'co()klahoma. S _' - S
AT . ~

&1 Now hem ia where Dad ‘got even with the net@‘borsmho T

~

painted the nords ofr- his wagon “sheet.™ Thiswag. in_ tna middle

or Septembar Dad hed been @WW%
'hought oklahoma must be good or Dad \vouldn't have stayed ()
1ong and tpoy were anxioua to hear all about it , juat as

. aoon as Ddd got home, they camo over Dad hoasted 0 ahoma aky

'mgh, th?t it was just, another paradiao, and he told them if

{

v ¥ 3 . .
i [ - ‘- “ ' - -2y a PR
2L : & : R "‘ \v- Q N
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-‘}ﬁ/m .to;). Thess men wbre Mericn Cuninghem and Jack
Bnllock and they furnished three wagona and tealms and
haulad our furnituro and some grain. Brother drove \ -
4 coua a;a 6 horsee.. ,_\Dad shiyiped his hogs and corn by |
freight and he,-mother and myself come on the train ;a

Dad w;an;;gd to get .back %o the farm and build another room; (
for his femily would all bo together and mors room vas

" needed. : —

(I

It took Mr. Bullock and Cunningham three peeks-4o

. ‘& ' .
, “drive through with the furniture and stock- and Ded help-
/ ed. them @at good fayms as hé éaid'fié woulds - . A

Th,at é-tall Dad traded our six head of ﬁne hotses ror *
10 yoke of oxen which were cheaper to: keap and could do

more !wo:;k end that winter we broke out ‘60 acres of gmtmd

P

ready for spring planting with these oxen and Dad /_raised a

bumper crop of corn and eotton-and s fimest garden ve

ever had. mthmm&ﬁ&W%'e .ables

~

and thaxa were pumpkins and pie me lons under every body'

‘ hed , 78 kept cham in the .house t5 keep them from freezing.
‘ x\\i:' . . S Jlﬁ‘m_ﬁ'uz_-mﬁ__/

-~

. . - ) 4
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To’ kaeﬁ turnips we lug’a shallow pit, put a layer of
straw and a layer of t{;rnipa until we filled the pit,
then roundsd it up hiép"yith dirte In thip way thoy
would keep all winter witl_x gut fmez/ing.l ,

In the fall of 1889 C.k. MoCleary , a farmer livs

ing one mile east of us, hgg,a story and 1 half high' -

ES

log house-covered with clap -board shingles-be donated
ths upstairs for a schosl room and his daughter was the

teacher. This wag riy first sohool in Ok.taho:‘na. \
) & N e LN
- About 2 miles Northeast of our farm. was. Crooked

—~~

Oak Creek. This streem was wide in some places-in one

place there wes a Feninsula which had a' log house buflt
, ' < /
on it-(this was the Dalton gang's hideout). Then in the

middle of ihe section line 'and near this oresk was a big

brown sand atone rogk about 200 Tt. lbng ranging from 4

feet to 30 feet high. - It stood on e Ienmwla-‘(or\neck«)

»

80 eroeion had takon ;| great desl of the foundation avay ;

" arouné~this I‘OQK are thousands or very amall rossette Rocks o

t

these rocks lookad as 11’ some ona had cared each one of -them -

after a rose. 1 have gathered ‘them by wagon loada to beaulify
‘ the yard~. .. . .’; e, o.

¢ .
- ——y . 5 L by by, . :
Cl B e A B SR s N D s
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Therﬁ is a legend th;t this was a worship place for pre-
historic Indians and that they were fond of chewing gum bub

_ as they approached their place of worship they spit their gum

out end this gum petrefied and mede rock rosettes. These rock

s

rosettes are thers ﬁaaay, N
1 will tell o:/séma of fhe happening in 1889 to 1901. ]In
the fall of 1889 there was a agloox; iz the west part of what 1s
now The Tradesmen Nat. Bank snd the city was wide open for gam-
bling devices of .all kinds end you could buy any kind of liguor
from beer to c@ampagﬁé. One day there was a—bigrbknr ~game go~ -
iné on when two men named Cunningﬁam?gnd Howard gpf mad éé each’
other end Cunningheam said he would get a gun and k11l Howard,
C;nninghqm€yenp avay and we tried to get Howard to ieave but he
wouldn't do it, just sat there, Presently Cunninghem returned
‘,with(a shot gun@q as he entered the door he took aim and shot
 $hrough the heart.Howard ‘stuck his finger in the wound

( COES .
Iow of blood, dréw his gun en Cunninghem and killed

him, the fell over deed. In 1890 the county built a jail
’— - - ——

_ house (frame) whers our present jaii'houae is today. Every

o=~

... bedy had hitching posts in front of their stores end board side-

*

walks. In those déye every man wore boots,épurs and a big white °

-~ .
ST T TR N D T e ----‘-§?htx:.=‘,g§nba<n—— e et i B MR P
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'hat, with & pistol and scabbard hané;.n:g around his waist,
_usually a red or blue "}:erc’h'ief around his neck, and men
weru claaaad as. "NOrthernera" Southerners" or "Sooners;?
In’ 1890 somo anart real estate fellows conceived the 1dea
or/ platting a 160 acres joining Grend Ave. oncso,uth into
‘town lots and selling them from $25.00 to $100.00. They .
,had the 160 acre surveyed and platted and aol& a'IOO or
more lots before they discovered they had laid off the
streets wrong accor@ing to the normh eide - hence the jaga
in all the. stroets south of Main gtrect. (
The Blue front Butcher shop on Main St. always had
hang;ng up‘on ‘ov{t aide three or four deer, and quail by = . . 4
the_ 100, One day ‘two_farmers droye,up %o the butcher shop
in a lumyer wagpn:with a big cat fish they cgught at Dead .

iAan'a crossing-near Council Grove. This cat: fish head waa ‘.

' ggainst the’ fmn( end of the wagon end i%e teil stuck out two

" feét beyond the wagon bed - I never saw such a big fish in

_my life. The Blue front Butcher shop bought it, and hoisted it

.
—— o ——

2

. up in front of shop. They just cut it off in chunks and sold

- ~it. Hundreds of p‘eoplé came to' sed the big.

.
.~ X N
.
\ .
. :
4 »

——— it 8 iy S
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A man named C. G.-Jones came heyxe and organized a compeny

to build factories. First they dug a big canal from the Canadian

>

river to- Ghoctaw Street r'unning Paralle] with ¢the Frisco Railroad.
The I'risco is really built on top of this canal. Their first

ventura was a grist mill - but the quick sand’ from the river "
d ' L SR RSO

f1lled the cansl snd gt fnto the grist mill. Oklahoma City's .
canal was a failum and the pipe dream of water: power factoriea :
and grist mills faded avay. -In 1905 Oklahoma City had a "wild
'eyed" grafting achool board, who had 1;uilt three ‘bricsl‘:‘ school

| houges, every one on the out side of the city. The first built

was part of the present “ashington School, a't Washington and Walker;

the 2nd was tha south part of the present Emmsreon School at 7th
“and Wad\er, and the 3rd High School at Central and 4th. Walke;'
Street was the city 1imit on the west side, end 7th street on the
north side, ’ the ‘river on the ® uth side and Central étreet on the
eastr. Capt. Stilea 0ld Forte ‘Barracks and Stoexado was built
where lrvin School now stands, They moved the barracks from
Couneil Grove. . , R
The old cemstery was ‘whqre River dde Park is now. 6_:1 the
ba;nce of the C;madian as we ceme into town we would see ends-of

Cosfins sticking out, caused by high water and the river changing

- - . b A
e e i iy e e o
. e ¥ A « Al A ¢
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its channel. Most of tﬁaae- were dug up and buried else

vhere.
Our first Postoffice was (log house., Capt. G. A.

Bresder{an a ristocratic looking man grey beard trimmed

--t0 a Vandyke) was our first Postmaster.

Dad and A.C. 'Scott built first Px-esbyterian
church in the 200 blook on ths north side of Grand Ave.
~-they sold this building and bought two lots where the
Terminkl is oW They then s0ld these to the Steel Raile
way Bo. end built & brick on 6th and Bivadway, sold this
bui d:lng J}) a realestate man, J'. We Gilispie, and they
bought lots and built a brick church on the corner of 9th

end Robinson where The First Presbyterian church is to day.

]
.

Dr. Scott played the organ for the church the kind you pedal

~ would send trOOpa to quell 1;heunT “They were nmiy*m

with your fest. A. C. Scott and myself‘am.:the 0ldest living
members of this church.
_ No, we were never bothsred with the I=dians, the Cheyenne

and srapaho some times went on e war path and the Sovernment

buckskin heech r‘lovt with bright colorsd ahaw;!ls, and blankets

TN ML AT e e e m—— . D - R I N I
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drawn around them and they wore besded mocoasins. The tents

of this tribe of Indians were always round with a high pole’
in the center with numerous side poles. Their terts are too

complicated for me to put up.- The five civilized tribes and
ths Potts and Creeks' mode of dressing was simular to ths
white people, except the women. They always wore bright °

colored'dréssea._’l never saw a full blood Indian with s

black dress on.’ LU "
! ‘ '.\1; ' R ’J"s.

In 1900 there was a large grove or‘cottoa?wnod and

d* ,

elm atout two blocks from the, Katy Depot.- ’fh‘ﬂs‘wga head
J 4. m

quarters for the Fottawatomnies and Creaka.,; Fvery dummsr
-l

p -
- Lv rf" Sy

they would come here and trade off tﬁzir‘ponies, sell all
kinds of beaded work, mocca81ne, mens b&ckskin Ja;kets and’
numsrous thlngs; They were shrewd traders. ‘Maridh Cunning-
ham, a rarmer who iived 5 miles south of Oklahoma City, did
some trédlng with them., He had & small biack dog with hmm-
he was real fat. Thess Indians tried to buy this dogrbut

#erion thought s0 much of hiB dog he didn't want to nﬁ;;

-~ with it. Notiing more was said_about the dog and he finish-
-+ .--ed trading with the Indians and weat on home but when he got

home, he missed the 563. He immediately went back to thé

.
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Iﬁdiana's camp th y had killed, cleaned and dressed

t;hg’”dOg and it wa: m a big pot stewmg. g Y

-  Men would put| money in the side walk cracké and

’

thp fli,tt lse Indian

oys from these camps would take ‘their

‘ bow and arrow and 'it_ the m&ney They rarely missed ,they

picked up lots of ios Mis way. . A

ned to Dad while he was . ~
7 ‘

“ = BN N
. 4 laughable
. ]
4

in the hegietature and thdgCapitol still was ip Guthrie.

ILe waa a member of. tha first legislature and C.G. Jones ,
¢
Repms&ﬁﬁ&tive was Spsaker of the House. The vill to move

L7
B . -

tha Cap:d;ol to Oklahoma C }ty had pasged thé Houss and the |

Citi'z;na of Guthrie were up in ams. They were fighting

mady Ded end Jones were appointed to teke thie bill to |

the 3enate. .The citizens chased Dad up one street and -

Jones down the qtther-the‘y- kmew one of them hsd the i)ill, .
~ and they o getting s0 closs to hﬁ that he threw the

‘xﬁill into an ;;;;Bﬂq,toiletdihen they caughu him they

nearly fo\re a\Ll\of his clothea olf search:mg for thls bill-

W&WM% Jones had it and th QX,M,%,;;,,

laft him and started after Joues. #hile “hey were gone
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he went into the toilet got it-took 1; to the senate
and they immediately passed the bill.

Dad alweys wore a stiff tsom white shirt emd -
standing collar but never a tie. ‘He had long beard.
1 guess that wa’a‘tha reason he never wore a tie #hen '
the citizgxfé of Guthrie got through with him that day,

'"they‘tob;: hig stiff shirt front with them.

ﬁélahoma City gave a big banquet and ball in the
Masonic Temple at the H.W.corner of Masin end Broadway.
e reserved two rooms at the Flanters Botel - on N.E.
comér of Robinson and Reno for our familios for this
big event. This was a grand site-every thing you could
think of to eet. It was the only banqust I ever went
to where they served wine and champagne so lavishly,
then they cleared the tables off and moved them back
and started the ball. The first thi;xé c;n the pro‘gram
was a grand march. Then alV,ﬁ'ginia Reel, Schottishes,

-

waltz and a square dance or two. The Elite of the Town

~

. was thare; usually when there was a "big to do" we always
had it at Whit Grant's. He owned a fine two atory home

-
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on the banks of the Canadiapn River, about iwo blocks

no;tﬁ of the-breaont Viaduet facing valker. That part -~

of town was the center of tne social eiite. Mr. Grant -
"was one time Mayor. He was a prominent lawyer and

prosperous business man, and the 0ld home is etill
.‘standing, but has not béon socially prominent for years.

‘ 'There was nothing south of the Rock Island and east

'or the SanteFe Railroad and they built a fair ground and

race track thers, this would be whers the whole sale dis-

trict is now. Every body attended vhese fairs. Cassius

M. rnes was Governor of Oklahcaa Tof}itory. In 1905 there

wap a big ebration and military parade and Theodore
. ‘Roosevelt was the“honored guest as a rough Rider Herv.

Governor Barnes had a ® horse end saddle all equipped

™~
N

for the parade, end some Enq of thq crowd thought it would .
be a fitting ﬁorao for the gﬁest of honer, I~jueW so they had
Col. Roossvelt get on ‘the horse and all lined up for the rerads,
vwhen GOVQrﬁor Barnes heard about it and Y8 became so 1§coneed

he sant hn officer and had thé Colonel arrested.
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16
Tﬂe officer apologiud tg she Colonel but he said he
would have to carry out the Governor's ox;derl. Col.
Roomsevelt just laughed and said he must obey orders,
Tmmediately anothe;.' horse was provided and the Colonel

led the perade.

FRN
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