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Jas, 5, Buchanan, -
Investigator,
January -12, 1938, ' \

an Interview with hr. Roy Toombe,

luskogee, Ukluioma. .
€00 Zdmond Jtreet. ’ T

I wus born larch 31, 188., in Clay County, arkan-
. cas. My fether was g, J;Ibgmbs,lrish Jescent., and nmy
mother waé harguret Smith loombs, Cherokee descent.
. In 1881 ny parents moved to the Cherokee hation,

settliny near Fort Gibson where they lived about four
ye=ars, theén novz=d to bowie, lexas, w.ere they remained - -,
until 1892, then ike fa:ily retucrned to the Indian

Territory, stoppin: .t huskogee. For two yecars in

Musxogee We uace our h.iv. ipn the house known as the old

LR

s sarrett place, a seven room frame h.use w:&t stced on

k4

tne present site ¢ tne Y.,C,a. bulluin: on bain btrect. - -

at t.at tineg o, a, Mauden owned 4 planing mill anv paint . .

.L40p just uort. of the warrett place. Madden was a

* v

geney@dl contractor in Muskogee at that tine. across tre

’

ad west of iuadden's mill was the hoe of Jave adams who

-

was United States deputy marshal. uther deputy United -
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Statec marcrals at that time ware Landrof Jobsin, Jghn

\ L2

_Brown, slmer iemue, Bass ndeeves who was a negro, berd

* - 4

Bennett, “Bud-Kell -und John sest. frhe principal bukiness

. -
’ 1

institution: "in Muskogee at tnzt time vere the. Turner

N ’ R

» bl i N » . .
Hardware Co:pany on the northc3~é§%§@ﬁ§r of hwain and
. - e * \:\J - o’

- ) 5 , . . oa
drggﬂway. Berry'. Jrug Store, Captuain wev:rs hercaintile

o { . . ) ,
Store which. stood where ‘the Huber hiotel no. ciands; oum

<.
.

-

Severs, the -son of Captain vevers, saddle shobp on kuin

~ -

Street just scuth of Captain Sevors Store, ratterson's

srcantile otore, Johnm Cotb's drug store, a frame building

-

ey

on Main Ctrzet betwsen Okmuleos an? 3roalsay, J. . Turner
Mgrcéntile Store wnich stéod jﬁst south of Cobb's drug
store om Main Sﬁfget;~Lni ~« R, nulison's Drug Store and
Sottling horks-'situated on the west side of ligin Street

batueen Okiulgée und Broadway in a t.o-story brick

builgding, one of the first brick bui.di.gs erect.l in
e - *
/( . ) 3 3 ~
Huskozee und is yet stamding: in its original state. Tom
4 N -
s b
" McDaniel and al.Stevens ran a butcher shop on the northwost

icorngr of Okmulgee and Main Streets in-a two-story frame

- building. On the northeast corner across from McDaniel &
s ) .
Stevens Butcher Shop, Billie #rewer ran a saddle and harness

" LI
. -

’
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shop. -‘he Blue srent »iv ry otaole stooi on h- cact

. F P ~\6\ .y . s ’ °
side of Main Street south of vevers otore; it was . ‘

. A ‘

owned by « man by the aue 2 Lucey. Just south of the

N 3

Blue rront livery otacle ..o the Lillerd uiv.ry etacle

and regt soutn n the eust side of Mamin Streel wis theg .
hartha Robb Hospitul, t.em @ -<% @ .u the leounizl uotel,

on the weot side of main Street adout two uLKJJGﬂ%fcct ! .

west "o where the Conventicrn iall stands was the hoi.e
7 . -

¢

place and blackemith sncp of Jeorge ~ufall. 0Otto wufall

-

'

ran e blackemitvh ='.0op on'the southwest coraur of Cherokse TR

5

and Broadway. <h: olagot blacxsnith .hop in kuskoxee

-

at t.at tirme was located on Cherokee Street just north of
. \

the cast-vnd of the Katy viaduct, own2i and operated by

a wian by the name of Fred suell. ¥Frank Swift w s th

«

first ice <dealer in Muskog.e. a4ar there wis no ice plant

N 4

: .
in Muskogee, nis ice ras -shipped in un his ice house . uc
M ! K B

ivcated ba k'of John Cobb's druy store. ghe first tin

133

shep in Muskogee was owned dy sn ol.. uiun bty the name of

4

Yites and was locazcd on the corx r o Zrd and- Broadvaye

~

oouth of Yates' tin shoﬁ/wsa 1 Stove shop ran by a neyro

-

by the nsme o Caesar who wus a. re:l mechanic,.as he cullt’
- . . '

T e o
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ranges complete there in ﬁis little siop by hand. The
- . ‘ ' .
Kendall College when it was first established stood.on

the south side of Okmulgee wherg the City Hall and

Harbour's .Building fow stands. = ‘ondheimer's hide ggyse
. - . ‘ﬁ
stood on the southe®st cormer of 2nd :nd Okmulgee, tavey ¥

that old.builaing was reved farther south onggnd\étreet
apﬁroximaﬁely 150 feet, later torn down fof erec£§on of
more [oJern buildingse. at that tiée the Iﬁgzén agency
was %Bituated in a frane build%pg that stood op the - //
néréhwest«corner of 4th and ﬁrqadway whefe Montgomery ’/
Ward's Store now stands and Colonel a£;dom was the In-.
dian agent., In 1894 a greaqygorticn of the businesc
.distgictfgf'ﬁﬁSKOgee w§s?ﬁestroyed by fireéﬂglso the
old Gaiggtx home in wﬁich we werepliving gt the {ime.
Werthgp'movedhtb For't Gibsoﬁ where ny father enéégéd.in
'the 1ilding contracting business.

At %hﬁt time éorE‘Giﬁéén‘consisted mostl& of old
go%ernment'Barrackubuildiﬁgs,’the uajority of\ﬁﬁem being
log structures situatgg in thé vallsy near the river, which

is now called old town. all that was on the present site

of Fort Gibgdn at that time was the Missouri Pacific vepot .

>
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which stéod on the west side of the track and about“
100 feet south of the preseﬁt station,.ahﬁ a store
tﬁét'stdod acno;s theg%rack from depot. Thé store
belonged to F. H, Nash. The old Jeff 0avis home was
the largest of the old\log buildings. 1t wgé a story . .
and & half high, tvo large rooms én thé first floor

and three on the second fioor, a basement under the

south end of the house ‘énd‘a stone fireplace' at each

end of -the building. Southwest of the Jeff Davis home

a short distance stood the Zdachariah Taylor ho@?, then -
owned by and was the home of Judge Henry Meigéf The
original log building wae afterwards torn down and the
present building erected in it place by Judge Meigs. .

The next building'west of Judge ﬁeigs'home was the home

of John Scott'wﬁo ran a store which stqéd on the loé
adjoiniﬁg his hore. 4n old government commissary

buildin, whiéh sas & frame structure stﬁof/if’fgf,SEEEEEEQ;__;___,;

side of the Missouri Pacific track west of John Scott's

- »

place in which Will Nash ran'a store, #ill Nash's home

t

. 8t00d Jugt north of the old commissary building. 'There

was another old dwelling just north of VWill Nash's home
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id which an oid man by the name of Hass ran a shoe shop
"and was the only shoemaeker in Fort Gibson for' years,
The next and last hoyse north on the weot side of the

railroad and nearest the sieamboat landing was known

s

. as the Lype ‘place., Last of the railroad, north of the

stackade near the river w.s the howe of Chief Bushyhead.

East of the present stockade stood the old Govermuent

/

post chapel which was used as a Presbyterian Church and
in which I attended Sunday School., The next hou;e squ?p
of the ,0ld Chapel was a doubie\Log house with a hall
through the center, two shedroous on the. back and a porch
along the frcm the entire lengéh ofVthe house ind a fire-
place at each ‘end of the house., This house was our home

&

for quite awhie after roving to Fort Gibson. It was a

duplicate of the majority of the lo- tuildings of éld -~ -~
Fort Gibson puilt by the govermnment in tge early days., In

1894 1 We;t to wérk for gﬁe Rogers Lro‘hers on what waéw

known,hs the Connell Rogersgfa;m. John Crittenden and I

fook cgre of a 'stable of race horsés that were owned and .

handled by theRogers brothers. The old horse barn is yet

3

ek
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standing on the Connell Rogers place on the east side

LI

of the-Arkansas River, north of the Muskogece- Fort

Gibson bridge.’ Paul Rogers was also engaged in the

cattle business and I worked for nim ;ookiﬂg-after his
. —~ X i

herds., ~ ) . .
Iﬁg}895 when the Cherokee payment was made at

Tahlequah it seemed as though 'all the erooks %nd

gamblers in the country assembled there and the general

4 ~

situation became serious. I was in Tahlequan on one
occasionwand was coming back to Fort Gibson on the stage
that ran beTweemKort Gibson and Tahlequah;when a half

breed Ch§rokee by the name of Frank Sanders who had filled

N up on bootleg whisky same out on the road about two miles

, along. His first attempt was rade on hilo Willie who was

[y

west of Tahlequah near where the Chérokee Male Seminary
J - * )

" then stood, and procegded to hold up every%hing that came

\.'é-n

on his waé to Tahlequah on horseback., Willie decided he
would not suomit to a holdup, so he shot it out with

Sanders and as soon as Wil.ie returned Sanders' fire,

Senders took to the brush and permitted willie %o go his
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.way. let détennined on his singiehanded outlawrexpedi-

. tigh) his nexﬁ’gttempt was to hold.up the Fort Gibson-

Tahleqpah;éﬁage.wﬁich was being driven by Bill Newsom, a
whit; men. The passengers aboard were N;l;‘Kenney and

Alf Collier of Fort'Worth,’Texas, another mégiﬁﬁose name

I can't remember, gnd myselfs when Sanders held us up he
baﬁe into the road éhouting‘for the iriver to stép and the
sume time shooting into the stage, Newsom, the driver,

jumped from his seat and disappeared in the brush. One

of Sandeds’ wild shots had struck Kenney in the shoulder,

-~
~

inflicting a serious wound. alf Cblller, Kenney's partner,

also, made his escaps into the brush when Sanders made his

appearance, oanders searched Kenney, the other passenger

and myself, securing only a small amount of pocket change.

from the three of us and after mu-h &buse and threats, he

?
rode off down the road in disgust, of course not knowing

that qulier, Kenney's partner, w~ho leaped from the stage

and diéappeared'in the brush unhoticed by Sandercs, had

carried with him a money Sack containing several thousand

dollars with which he luter safely ar.ived in fort Gibson.

, .
[ . N e L]
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After Sanders left the scene we experienced quite a

bit of trouble locating and coaxing Bill'Newsam, the

driver, out of the brush to drive his team on to

E

Fort Gibson ﬁhererKénney covld be given medical at-

tention., On our arrival at Fort Gibson Kenney was

taken to Mollie Trerdt's Hotel where he remained until

N <

his recovery was sufficient for him to travel. after
Sanders left us, he: went down the Toad a short distance

towards- Tahleqush, there meeting his next intended

Ze ' -

victim, Felix wuncan, and his mother, on their-way home

from Tahlequah in a two-horse;ﬁagoﬁ. Sanders shot at

-

Duncan. Missiné duncan the builét struck Dincan's mother,
‘killing her instantly., Suncan then shot Sanders, killing
both Sanders'and his>horse Pelix- Dudcan was not vounded. -

‘o :
- Realizing his mother was dead, he turned his team around

-
(2

and brought his mother back to Tahlequah where she was

b . . :
properly prepared for burial. Instead of the authorities

f

arresting Felix for the killing, they made up a bonus of
N ' .

i 3200.06 and presented it to Felix suncan for the good turn

he did in the general interest of the community,
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Richard Walker, always known as blck Walkér, owned -
a drug store which stood just west of bMartin's tomb in:
old Fort Gibson. The post office at that time was in
Walker's Drug Store.and Dick Walker was the postmaster,
A negro by the name of Frank Hudson ctarried the mail from
the railroad station "to old town for several years,

In 1894 Hubbard Ross (now caretaker at the new «
stockade) was a clerk in the store of ¥, H, Nash, which
was the only store in the new town at tiat tirie, and
ohe quiet sum.er afternoon some of the Cook gang gave
them a surprise call and held up tite place, taking all
the'money Nésh had on hand in the store as well as the
loose change they found on the parties who were in the
store, also Hubbal-'d Ross' watch. W¥hen the purpose of
their mission vas completed they rode out of town,

§ ’ Jim?French |

Jim French was reared at Fort Gibson, the son of
Tom Erench, T.ere ;ere three children in the family,
Tom, Jim-and a sister by th; name of Dora. Jim was the :

only one of the family who was of a wayward disposition,

The first trouble Jim French bscame involved in,ﬁqs whe n

* ~
-
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| he"was involved in the killing of John Poorboy, .a

Cherokes Indian, who was city marshal at Fort Gibson

at that t ine, -Dave Andrewvs, Jim Buchanan and Jim

Fronch were all implicated in that killins. Though

Jim Buchanan really @i& the killing, hé escaped and

L)

was never captured, out returned to fort Bibson after
&

statehood and married a Fort Gibson girl by the name

of Bessie Walker, the daughter of Dick dalker. In
later yeérs he moved to Coffeyville, Kansas, where hé
died. Jiﬁ,French was not'captured and tried for that
.kil}ing, éﬁough Jave Andrews was tried and r606%ved‘the
‘ d?atp §en¥énce but died in jail before he was executed.
After the killing of John Poorpoy,.Jim French remained
oﬂ the scout, committing one-depredation after another
until he waé killed in an attempted holdup pf Ivory's
mercantile store:atléatoosa in the winter of'1595; French
and a ﬁan b the name of Cochren went into Catoosa fo hold ~

up the}stbre and found the proprietor expecting and prepared

»

?

for them ‘and a gun<i§ tle followed,“resultin%ﬁ§§ the killing
., » B ey .

of Coéhréh and Ivory ana the wourlding of Jim Frenche. French

A

f ) . -
fled from the place and stopped a® a farm house about three

)

s

~

-

[ VR S
)
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miles from Catd‘bq and compglled the farmer to s;cure
medical aid for hlm. Inbt ad of the Tdrmer taking his
own~hefed, he took French's horse and went.to Catoosa |
and with ; posse returned tothis h-oue wyere French was

‘l&ing un a mattress which he had plééed ﬂéaq\the ffont
door of the house.‘/f/gan'iﬁ the possé by the\hage of N
Wfikins crept: up tﬁ{tnc house and shot French'in th

. / i
back of .the head’ with a shotgun, killin:s him instantly.

French, in hig death agony rolled over and shoved one
of his feet-into the fire‘in the fireplace and almost
burned h}s foot off before any of the posse had the nerve

to g0 into the house vwhere he was, Jim French was acout

~

t

twenty-eight years of age when he was kiiled.
.bu?ing the time the lndian Territory was under the

jurisdiction of the rederal court at rort Smitp\apd any

fofficgr or citizen captured or killed-ah outlaw for which

the;e—;as.a standing reward, the prisoner or body had to

be presented in the court at Fort Smith and lagally'identi-

fied before the roward could be claimed. Tnerefore, wilkins

and other menbers of the pgese took the body of Jim Freach

to Fort Smith and Jin! s'brbther, Tom :rench, also went along
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- \
and after identifyin: his brother, he. was given custody
\
- , A
of the body with which he returned to Fort Gibson and
3 .
buried in the Yort vibson cemetery.

Sam MoWilliams
Sem McWilliams, known us the "Verdigris Kid", for

<

awhile was an asséciate of the Cook gang and was one of

the most desperate young outliaws in the Té;ritory at t

time. He cherished an ambition to be a gang leadg him-

self, and in 1896 he, ¥rog Davis and their assotiates

held up da Missouri Pacific passenger train ét what was
\ :

“then known as Corretta, now Okay. at that time it was

it was only a gide track located about one-half mlle

)

north of the present statlon of Okay. McWiIllams dnd his
/

gang threw the switch at Corretta and headed th ,passenger
+ 3\ \/ ' .

train into the sidinz and robbed all the passengers. The

o

only passgﬁger injured Jjuring the holdup was/g United States

marshal by tne name ¢f Bales whﬁ/wés a passenger on the
- ) |

\
train and was shot in the jaw.wQenmthe_éféin came %0 a.stop

and the gang wus shooting at random into the coach yindowS.
- ' / : -

\

, ) —
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.Later Méﬁilliams and his gs g attempted a holdup o;
tﬁe town of Braggs which proved tq be his finisﬁ. Through
some manner the psople of Bragge bacame informed and were
prepared for their reception, which resulted in a seriou%
gun vattle and the killing of Sem McWilliams, Ge&yge Butler
and a man by the hame of Sand;rs, memb.rs of thé gang and
a young man whose Aame I have forgottéﬁ, but pe was the son
of station agent at Braggs ;t that time.

. Frog'Davis -

Frog D;vis Qas‘a half-breed Cherokee, small in
statufé, quiet and mild-mannered but a danéerous man.*He
was convicted for fhp murder of a man neér.Tahlequghaand
was executed at Tahiequaﬁlin'1896. I knew Frog Davis and
attended his execut}on. "1 went $o the Jail with albert
Taylor and Ellis Rattlingourd, the officers, when they
went to take him to the'scqffolq to”;é hung, We asked him
if he wanted a minister Hefore h; went to the gallows, agd
Erog said he had mads peace with the Lord, 7#e procesded
with him to the ﬁlace é}»e;ecution and when hé was upon

the scaffold an officer -asked him if he had anything to say,

e brégg into a resentful mood and said, "I am the bravest

e <
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little Ind}gn that ever had a rope around his neck or
went to Hell, 1 kiiled the man you aré hanging mé for
end I would ha#g kijled the other ome'if he hadn't run
béhind a tres. I would. have b;énlwofse,tpan Cherokee

- Bill or any of his kind if you hadn't got me when-you

4

¢

.dia," 48 he finished ‘these words; Zeke-Paris, an
officer p;lled the black cap down over his head and he
said no m&re\ The father of Frog Vavis weas.standing
\negr the scaffgld looking on,'and about the time F?og
stopped talking,his father yslléd out in a loud voice,
"That’s a man, tell it to 'em boy." Then albert Tayler
dropped the trap that ended the career of Frog-Davis.

He was about twenty-one years of age at the time of his

&

>

execution,

In 1894-1 was married to Lizzie williams, Cherokee,

the daughter of Lewis C, and Liza Cordrey of Tghleduahf'_
) SN ' - w':lf** - i
ree children were born to us, one sin and twe daughters,

one¢ daughter now living.' My wife died in 1908,

n

. \In 1911 I was married to anna Neal, Cherokee, Her
. .._ : - ..
parents died when she was very young and she was reared -

by her aunt who was the wife of Isaaq'ﬂalkinéstick of

4 / .

- St1iwell, Lo ' \
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Issac Walkingstick was.a Unitad States deputy

. .
€y <

f ~

) marshal and & member of the lndian police in Going- . o
- ~ '
snake Uistrict ih 1895, during which time the Chero= . ~
o kee court was in session .and the Cherokees were holdimg‘ LS

f
o~

a three day picnic ab the-Peavine courthouse ‘near Barren
+ Fork ayggt five miles north and a little east of Stilwell.

: . . . -
John Corntassel was drirnking und became involved in a

difficulty with another Indian by the name of Dick

) " Farrell, Serious trouble betwsen them was prevented b

‘friends of both men, but Corntassel being under the
N Dy

influence of whisky , he®continued to be boistercus and

began shooting at random about the crowd. Affer giving

LS

r
7

vent:to his feelings by firing several shots mingled with
& few wild Indian warwhoops, he went intd his store that

~

he was §£eratiné at that ﬁ;aee at the tgme and beganﬂ
raising a disturbance. Isaac Walkin;siick, who was‘a
"good friend, of Corntassel's, started intd the store
intanging to quiet Corntassel down and prevent any further

troudble. when Isaac Walkingstick entered the store doo},>

"Cortassel saw him and mistook him for Jick Farrel, pulled
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his gun and shot ﬂalkmngstick. ﬁalk1ngstic§ in turn .,

/

fired at Corntassel, shooting away the whole top of K \

" his head, Both men died in tieir tracks., Two good . \

“

friends killed ﬁy each otheT through.a mistake of one . -
. . ¢ ‘0'
Under the influénce of whisky. . !

)
-

a4



