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Jas» >>. iJuchanan, •
Investigator/
January 12, 19.38.

Interview vath Lr. Soy Toombs,
iwuskoge e, Okla homa.
200 Sdmond Jtreet .

I was born i-arch 31, 168^, in Clay County, Arkan-

sas, iny fati.'-r was J. J. Toorabs, Irish descent., ^nd my

mother was iwarguret bnith Toombs, Cherokee descent.

In 1851 ny parents moved to the Cherokee Nation

settl ing near i'ort Gibson where they lived about four

years, then nov-sd to bov.'ie, Texas, WLere th?-y remained

unti l 1692, trun the faii ly returned to the Indian

Territory, stopping .t Luskogee. For two years in

Muskogee we uaae our h-w. in the hoafae kno;m as the old

Barrett place, a seven room frame In use that ttood on '

tne present site c:' tne Y.i...C.A. builain ' ^n i.ain s t ree t ,

at twat tins' •'. A, kaaden owned a planing mill ano paint-

t-aop juax uort;. of the Barrett place. Madden was a

general contractor in Muskogee at that tii..e. across tne

Dad west of i^dden's mill was the hoiae of uave Adams' v.ho

was United States deputy marshal, other deputy, United
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State^ marshals at that tiue ware Landrtff Job sin, JQIHI

Brown, &lmur i^errue, 3ass Hee-ves who was a negro, wsn.p

Ben.nett,-BuJ-Kell-.urKl John »<ect. î be principal business

ins t i tu t ions ' in iiuskoecee at tirat time v;ore the. Turner

are Co::.pany on the north-oa-f^jao^p^ir of L^in an:'

?ay. Berry'- Jruji btore, Captain ^ev.-rc ^erc-mt

Store which-stood where 'the Iluby-r hotel no-, stands;

Severs, the -son of Captain severs, saddle shoo on Main

3tr^at just so'uth of Cap±jajijn Sp.v-i-pr £t-oret Patterson's

Mercantile otore, John Cobb's drug s tore , a frame building

on Main Street between Okraul^oe ani 3roai'.v-iy, J . i-. Turner

Mercantile Store wr.ich stood just south of Cobb's drug

store on kain Street,- ;n1 - . H, xtulieon's jQrug otore and

Bottling Tories situated on the west side of Main btreet

botv\cen O^hiulgee and Broadway in a t.,o-story brick

build-ing, one of the f i rs t"br ick buiidi i^s erect.-.1 in
y

/ '

Kuskoget and is yet standing in its original state. Tom
V v •

McDaniel and A1>.Stevens ran a butcher shop on the northwest

corner of Oknulgee and Main Streets in-a two-story frame

building. On the northeast corner across.f^rom McJOaniel &

Stevens Butcher Shop, Billie- -Brevrer ran a saddle and harness
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shop. --?n« Blue j-'ront j-dv ry otaoie stooi on th * vâ .t

side of 'kaih. Street south of fevers otorej it was
* v

owned by a. r.un by the v.'Ms of Lacey. Just south of tho

Blue iront livery ^tacie .,..-. zhe i-illt.rd JL.1V .ry .-ttaole

aiii r.ext i,cutn n the ea^t ^icie of in am ^tra-jt >v.;s ti.e^

kartiia Hobb Kospitai, t..ten :. -xt *. _i- the luc^ani-jl uotel .

On the v.sst side of luain btredt dbjut two ..; r.J:OT Ttet

'.vest'of ivhert? the Qonv&iiticn Hall stands \,-as the hoije

place and blacksmith sncp of vieorge «ufall . Otto ^ufall
ran a blacksmith c\op on "the southwest corner of Sherok&e '

and Bro.ad.vay. -ru oî v;->t biackar-ith .hej: in kusko^ee

at tl at tine was located on Cherokee Street just north of

the cast-wnd of the Katy viaduct, o..n3i and operated by

a man by the name of Jfrsd' iiuell, i'ranlc ^wift w s the

f i rs t ice 'dealer in Muskog^e. AC there ;v *s no ice plant

inMuskogee, his ice /-as-shipped in .in his ice hou&e - uc

ideated b a \ ' o f John Cobb's druj;, .store, x'he f i r s t t in

shop in Muskogee ?as owned by an olJ- :.un cy the name of

Yates and was locatc-d on the 'orri r o ' 3rd and-Bpoadv.ay.

•south of Y'-itesf t in shop v::j£ a stove sh'op ran by a ne^ro

by the naine o:' Caesar who was a-reull mechanic,- as he cuil t ' '*

/
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ranges complete there in his- l i t t l e shop 'by hand. The

Kendall College v;hen i t was f i r s t established stood..on

the south side of Okmulgee where" t?he City Hall and

Harbour's .Building how stands." Umdheimer's hide ho\ise
r*r

stood on the southeast corner of End md Okmulgee, -1.1&&3?

that old building was r.icved farther south on 2nd\£treet

approximately 150 feet, later torn down for erection of

more laoaern buildings. At that time the Indian Agency

wasisituated ih a'frarie building that stoo-d on; the -

northwest- corner of 4th_ and BrQad>.'ay where Montgomery

Ward's Store now stands- and Colonel tiisdom was the In- .

dian Agent. In 1894 a great portion of the bueinesc

district of'Muskogee was^'ie-etroyed by fire,, also the

old Garre'tt home in *'hieh we were',living at the time.

We then moved to Fort Gibson where ray father engaged in

the building contracting business.

/ At that time fort Gibson consisted mostly of old
/ * . - / <

government barrack buildings,' ths Majority ofVlfiem being
t

structures situated in the valley near the river, which

/ is now called old town. All that was on the present site

of Fort Gibson at that time was the Missouri Pacific Jepot .
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which stood on the west side of the track and about

100 feet south of the present station, and a store

that* sto'od across the.'track from depot. The store

belonged to F. H. Nash, The old Jeff iiavis home was

the largest'of the old log buildings. It was a story

and a half hi^h, two large rooms on the first floor

and three on the second floor, a basement under the

south end of the house and a stone fireplace at each

end of-the building. Southwest'of the Jeff .Davis home

a short distance stood the Zachariah Taylor homts, then

owned by and was the home of Judge Henry keigs* The

original log building was afterwards torn down and the

present building erected in it place by Judge Meigs. «

The next building west of Judge ileigs* home was the home

of John Scott who ran a store which stood on the lot

adjoining his home. An old government commissary
««*

. buildii%- which .vas a frame structure stood on the opposite
r

side of the Missouri Pacific track west of John Scott's

place in which Will Nash ran'a store. Will Nash's home

• stood juŝ t north of the old commissary building. -There

was another old dwelling just north of Will Nash's home
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id. which an old man by the name of Hass ran a shoe shop

and was the only shoemaker in Fort'Gibson for years.

The next and last house north on the west side of the
* if i

»

railroad and nearest the steamboat landingwas known

. as the Lype "place, iiast of the railroad, north of the

stackade near the river w^s the hoiae of Chief Bushyhead.

.East of the present stockade stood the old Governuent

post chapel which TVSS u£.ed as a Presbyterian Church and

in which I attended Sunday School. The next house squth

of the ,old Chapel was a double,log hpuse^with a hall

through the center, two shedroons on the- back and a porch

along the from the entire length of-vthe house and a fire-

place a* each "end of the house. This house v;as our home

for quite awhile after moving to Fort Gibson. It was a

duplicate of the majority of "the loc.- buildings of old -̂

Fort Gibson built by the government in the e-a'rly days'. In

1894 I went to work for the Rogers brothers on what was „

known 'is the Connell Rogers. farm. John Crittenden and I

took care of a stable of race hordes that were owned and

handled by theRogers brothers. The old horse barn is yet
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standing on the Connell Rogers place on the east side

of the-Arkansas River, north of the Muskogee- Fort

Gibson bridge. Paul Rogers vfas also engaged in the

"* ' ' *• *
cattle business and I ..worked for him looking after his

herds, ' " t r, . • " ' *

I]il895 when the Cherokee payment, was made at

Tahlequah it seemed as though all the crooks and

gamblers in the country assembled there.and- the general

situation became "serious. I was in Tahlequah on one '

occasionwand was comin> back to JFort uibson 9n tht stage

that ran beTween^Sort Gibson and Tahlequah when a half

breed Cherokee by the name of Frank Sanders who had filled

»up on bootleg whisky eaine out on the road about two miles

west of Tahlequah near where the Cherokee Male Seminary
J ' *

then stood, and proceeded to .hold up everything that came

, along. His fir.st attempt was r.iade on Milo Willie who was

on his wâ 4 to Tahlequah on horseback, tfillie decided he

would not submit to a holdup, so he shot it out with

Sanders and as soon as Willie returned Sanders' fire,

Sanders took to the brush and permitted willie t̂o go his
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.way. Yet determined on his singlehanded outlaw expedi-

• tiotf, his next attempt was to hold, up the Fort Gibson-

Tahlequah stage which was being driven by Bill Newsom, a

white man. The passengers aboard were »ViU Kenney and

Alf Collier of Fort'Worth, Texas, another man whose name

I can't remember, a,nd rayselfe, '»»hen Zanders held us up he

cam© into the road shouting for the driver to stop and the

same time shooting into the stage, Kewsom, the driver,

jumped from his seat and disappeared in the brush. One

'of "SandeSs.' wijxl shots had struck Kenney in the shoulder,

inflicting a serious wound. *lf Collier, Kenneyfs partner,

also, made his escape into the brush when Sanders made his

appearance. Sanders searched Kenney, the other passenger

and myself, securing only a small amount of pocket change,

from the three of us and afttr mu-h eibu'ae and threats, he

rode off down the road in disgust, of course not knowing

that Collier, Kenney's partner, »vho leaped from the stage

and disappeared-in the brush unnoticed by Zanders, had

carried with him a money sack containing several thousand

dollars Kith which- he later safely arrived in i?'ort G-lbson.
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After Sairders l e f t the scene we experienced qu i te a

b i t of t roub le :Lqcating :̂ nd coaxing Bill 'Newsom, the

d r i v e r , out of the brush to drive." h i s team on to

For t Gibson where-Kenney cbujid be given medical a t -

t e n t i o n . On our a r r i v a l a t For t Gibson Kenney was

taken to Moll ie Trerft 's Hotel where he remained u n t i l

his recovery was sufficient for him to t rave l , .after

Sanders lef t us, he'went down the road a short distance

towards*Tahlequah, tnere meeting his next intended

victim, Felix Duncan, and his mother, on their way hcme

from Tahlequah in a t.vo-horse, ilaf_-on. Sanders shot at

Duncan. Missing î uncan the builet struck Dancan's mother,

k i l l ing her instant ly, puncan then shot Sanders., k i l l ing

both Sanders and his^horse\ / F e l i x - Durfcan was not vounded.

' Realizing his mother was dead, he turned his team around

and brought his mother back to Tahlequah where she was

properly prepare'd for bur ia l . Inatead of the authori t ies

arrest ing Felix for the k i l l i ng , they made up, a bonus of

• #200,00 and presented i t to Felix, Aincan for the good turn

he did in the general in teres t of the community.
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Richar-d Walker, always known as ihck Walker, owned

a drug store which stood just west of Martin's tomb in

old fort Gibson. The post office at that time was in

Walker's Drug Store.and Dick talker was the postmaster.

A negro by the name of .Frank Hudson carried J;he mail from

the railroad station "to old town for several yearsV

In 1894 Hubbard Ross (now caretaker at the new

stockade) was a clerk in the store of F, h. Nath, which

was the only store in the new town at til at tine, and

one quiet summer afternoon some of the Cook gang gave

them a surprise call and held up the place, taking all

the money Nash had on hand in the store as well as the

loose change they found on ihe parties who were in the

store, also Hubbard Ross' watch. 7/hen the purpose of

their mission was completed they rode out of town.
i

s Jim^French

Jim .French was reared at fort Gibson, the son of

Tom Erench. T,.ere w^re three children in the fanily,

Tom., Jim'and a sister by the name of Dora. Jim was the

only one of the family who was of a wayward disposition.

The first trouble Jim French became involved in,was when



- - • — •• - * . 4 2 9
TOOMBS, ROT INTERVIEW -' 12867 .

- 1 1 - »'

he was involved in the k i l l ing of John PooEboy,.a

Ch«rokea Indian, who was ci ty marshal at"-^orfr Gibson

at tha t t i rua . Dave Andrews, Jim Buchanan .and Jim

French were a l l implicated in that k i l l i ng . Though

.Jim Buchanan rea l ly <p.d the k i l l ing , he escaped and
car <» *

was never captured, Dut returned to Fort Gibson af^er

statehood and married a Fort Cribs on g i r l by the name

of Bessie Walker, the daughter of Dick% *Valker. In

la te r yea*s he moved to Coffeyville, Kansas, v/here he

died* Jim, French was not'captured and tr ied for that

_ k i l l ing , though Jave Andrews was tr ied and received the

death Sentence bu*t died in j a i l before he was executed.

After the k i l l ing of John Poorboy, Jim French remained

on the scout, committing one-depredation after another

unt i l he was ki l led in an attempted holdup of Ivory'3

mercantile s tore .a t Catoosa in the winter of 1895. French

and a man bv the name of Cochran went into Catoosa /to hold

up the*' store and found the proprietor expecting and prepared
, : • '

for them'and a gun battle followed, resultingj^i the killin?

of Cochr^a and Ivory ana the wounJinc of Jim'French. French

I -

fled from the place and stopped a* a farm house about thsee
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miles from Catooa^ and compelled the farmer to secure

medical aid for him. Inate/ad of the farmer taking his

own te&?&4y he took French's horse and went to Catoosa

and with a posse returned to his hriie where French was

lying on a mattress which he had placed ne*&r the front

door of the house. 4. man in the posse by the name of

Wiikins crept-up tjo.tl\e house and shot French in the

back of .the head7with a shotgun,,kil l ing him ins tant ly .

French, in his: death agony rolled ovsr and shoved one

of his feet}into the f i r e i n the fireplace and almost

burned his foot off before any of the posse had the nerve

to go into the house where he was. Jim French was aoout

twenty-eight years of age when he was k i l l ed .

i-Juring the time the Indian Territory vias under the

jurisdict ion of the Federal court at *ort Smith and any

officer or ci t izen captured or killed*an outlaw for which

there was.a standing reward, the prisoner or body had t o

be presented in the court a t Fort Smith and legally ident i -

fied before the roward could be claimed. Therefore, Wiikins

and other members of the p'o ŝse took the body of Jim French

to Fort Smith,and Jim's Tjr6t/her, Tom r'rench, also v/ent along



431

, ' / \ * • " • • . •

TOOMBG, ROY INTERVIEW 12867

- 13 - ^

and after identifying his brother, he, was given custody

of the body with which he returned to fort Gibson and

buried in the i(ort Gibson cemetery. }• •

• Sam Mo Williams

Sam MeWilliams, known as the "Verdigris Kid", for

awhile was an associate of the Cook gang &nd was one of

the most desperate young outlaws in the Territory at tĵ at

time. He cherished an ambition to be a garig lcadep^him-

self, and in 1896 he, Frog Davis and" their issp^iates

* >('
held up a"'Missouri Pacific passenger train â ; what was

i

"then known as Corretta, now Okay. At that time it was

it was only a gide track located about one-half mile

north of the present station of Okay. McWilli^ms and his

gang threw the switch at Corretta,and.headed th^ passenger

train into/the siding and robbVd â Ll the passengers. The

only passenger injured Jurin^ the holdup was a United States
/ \

marshal by the name of Bales who was a passenger 6n the

train and was shot in the jaw. y/hen—the -train came to a.step

anitha gang was shooting at random into the coach windows*
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X»ater McWilliams and his gqag attempted a holdup of

• the town of Braggs which proved to be his finish. Through

some manner the people of Braggs bacame informed and were

prepared for their reception, which resulted in a serious

gun battle and the killing of Sam McWilliams, George Butler

and a man by the name of Sanders, ruemburs of the gang and

a young man whoso name I have forgotten, but he was the son

of station agent at' Braggs at that time.

Frog Davis

Frog ^avis was a half-breed Cherokee, small in

stature, quiet and mild-mannered but a dangerous man. He

was convicted'for the murder of a man near .Tahlequah ̂and

was executed at TahlequaH in'1896. I -knew Frog -Davis and

attended his execution, ' I weirt to the Jail with .albert

Taylor and £llis Rattlingourd, the officers, when they

went to take him to the-scaffold to be hung. We asked him

if he wanted a minister b'efore he went to the gallows, and

Srog said he had made peace with the Lord. We proceeded

with him to the place of execution and »hon he was upon

the, scaffold an officer -asked him if he had anything to say,

e broke into a resentful mood and said}"I an the bravest
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\ l i t t l e Indian that ever had a rope around his neck or

went to Hell* I k i l led the man you are hanging me for

and I would hate ki l led the other one "if he hadn't run

behind a t ree , I would, have been wofse .than Cherokee

• Bi l l or any of his kind if you hadn't got me when*you

..did," AS he finished these words, ZekeParis , an

officer pulled the black cap down over his head and he

said no more,, The father of i'rog i)avis was.standing

.near the scaffold looking on, and about the time Frog

stopped talking,his father yelled out in a loud voice,

"That's a man, t e l l i t to 'em boy." Tien-albert Taylor

dropped the trap that ended the career of Frog Davis.

He was about twenty-one years of age at the time of his
• . ft*

execution. " '

In 1894^1 was married to Lizzie Williams, Cherokee,

the daughter of Lewis C, and Liza Cor.drey of Tahlequah. •

Tnree children were born..to us, one s:,n and tw© daughters;"

on« daughter now living* My wife died in 1908• • _. ̂

NIn 1911 I was married to Anna Neal, Cherokee, . Her

parents died when she was very young afid Bhe was reared

by her aunt who was the wife of Isaac-, Walkings tick ot

i lahqaa. • * "/ " ' ' *̂ "
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Isaac Walkingstick was.a Unit ad States deputy

marshal and a member of the Indian police in Soing-

snake d i s t r i c t in 1895, during which time the .Chero*- v

ke« coui't was ^n session ..and" the Cherokees were holding •,;

a three day picnic at the-Peavine courthouse'near Barren

Fork about five miles north and a l i t t l e east of ^ t i lwe l l .

John Corntassel was drinking and* became involved in a

d i f f i cu l ty with another Indian by the name of Dick
, * f * •

JFafrell, Serious trouble between them was prevented by l

*

\friends of both men, but Corntassel being under the

influence of whisky , he continued to be boisterous and

began shooting at random about the crowd. After giving

vent •'•to his'feelings by firing several shots mingled with '

a few "wild Indian warwhoops', he v/ent intd his store that
/

he was operating at that pla»e at the time and began

raising a disturbance. Isaac, Walkin^stick, who was a

good friend*of Corntassel's, started into the store

intending to quiet Corntassel down and prevent any further

trouble, rthen/Isaac Walkingstick entered the store door,

Cortassel saw him and, mistook him -for ^ick Farrei, pulled
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his gun and shot Vialkingstick, tfalkingsticfe in turn „ /».

fired at Corntassel, shooting away the whole top^of ' \

h i s hea"d. Both men died in t l ie i r . t r a c k s . Two good . \
. . . , ' , . \ ~

f r iends k i l l e d by each o t t e r , through-a mistake of one •
" ' • ' * . r ' • : - .

under the Influence of whisky. • , ' \

K ,


