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CALVIN HARRISON TOTO, •<Cherokee)
Cexanna, Oklahoma,
Interview - July 12, iy?7.
Indian-Pioneer History.
Jag. S, Buchanan, FieXd Worker.
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I (Calvin it. I'oney) was born August 9, 1 82,

near the town Qf Texanna, Canadian Dis t r ic t , -Cher -

okee Nation. v_̂

l»Iy father was iJeVi Toney, the son? of Levi

Sequoyah Toney and Lucy (Fields) Toney, both Cher-

Tcees.

My mother was Susan (Fields) Toney, Cherokee-,

the daughter of William and Sa l l i e F i e l d s . The

father of my grandmother, S-allie Fie lds \»as Teea^y

Gist, who was the son of G-eorge Gist , or Sequoyah.

I was reared and spent my past l i f e in the ira-

nedjate v i c in i t y of my b i r t h p lace . I wac educated

in the Cherokee nat ional schools at Texanna and

Pra i r i e Gap, l a t e r at tending the Bacone Indian Col-

lege at Huskogee.

In 1 >-G6 I wr.s .married to Leona* Davis, f u l l blood

Cherokee, the daughter of Jug Davis. Her mother died

before her recollection .and she learned nothing of her .
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Calvin H. Toney.*

Five children hnve been born to my family,

namely; Lucy, Ellis, Susie, Surphronia and Sanders.
h

I an. at the time of this writing, l iving on

m;r "iotherTs original allotment' v/here I have reared

X' family, two and one-half miles southeast of Tex-

I have sem this country >as the Indian Territory

when we lived under our own government, also the -

r»r>rt years of statehood, and I ani -corapel̂  ed to say

lib at. the prosperous and happy days of the Cherokees .
1 ^ were

.. •• when we lived under our ovm governi-ient

•Tiiote/ to exercise the rights and customs of our

forefathers. The In^.ian? experienced no trouble in

Johe early days surr^ortin-G; themselves and families

-?m.. our ext^tance v«raR not such a problem as i t i s

"••t the present time. Before the country wr.s set-

tled up we had unlimitted free' range for our stock

nml the land belonged to the Indians in common', we

could select a claim and improve i t as we preferred.

v*e-had hog claims on the open range and when we
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^ w o o d ; , and

b o - , ov i 1 "(e T^rAfpreu vvlX̂ u ^o.mo, t ue r e v.

ny' oii'i pmir i r - -c luc i .e i i ,
- 1 -

rrr' tb< pai 1̂ ., aestroyei-

that a
„ - •

^ cryst. ;.j cieai* anu

\A\.\ fish- v.nicr pro

.MWIP i, i.:- cv)v. <1.;\\ .'or over a; Ta. a: the Indian

I - '
Al •. Chpro' cc-: nrc |nroua o-' tiieir xierita^o ,

.̂bey hove br> v r r>rouu ma prosperous t r ioe of

neo^le, bv,t i i c al; other inuians, Ihc oppression

oJ t/rip v.»\jt.r race n;u cov.ou the:.: and destroyer

their hat)T>in.esL an.i araoitions b; rectrictinc;

their custo^is ana. t radit ions o~~ tnr- past, 1 caii

imagine tiie ccsirc niiv. amoition or .iy jreat-grand-

father, Sequoyah, \\iic« iic lef t the Indian Territory

in his declining years looking to the west,
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Calvin H. ̂ Ooney.

a new country, a country where he would not

oppressed,."by-the onward march of the Saxon race;

a country where he could live according to the

traditions of his people which is the rightful,

heritage of the full "blood. A place of hope,

the'habitat of the red man, I am confident, was

his appeal to the great Spirit, So long as the

Xif e diffuses her light over th^ hills

ess undimmed will "be the light of Sequoyah,

Light-bearer to The Fires of his race.
-.*

*<&*?>•
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CALVIN RAJRRISON M E T ' * *
^Dexanna, OMLahoma.
Indian-Pionee^ History^-^_ -
Ja s , S. Buchanan., F ie ld Worker
July 20, 1937.

_Hote- Following it; supplementary biographical i n -
formation furnished by Calvin H. .Toney in connec-

' ..tion with data furnished in interview under date
of July 12,

In 1̂CT6- I was married to Leona Davis, f u l l -

blood Cherokee, the Daughter of Jug and Uancy

(Starr) Davis. Nancy Starr was the daughter of

the or ig ina l Tom S ta r r .

The wife of Tag^^Gist was looker Boles,

daughter of Ellen Boles and s i s t e r of Nancy

Boles who was the the wife of J . Porum Davis*

r


