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Field Worker!s name Lillian M, Gessaway

This report made on (date) . JuB 7, 193

1, Name Mrs. Jo J. Methvin (Hee Ida Swanson)

2, Post Office Address Anadarko, Oklahoma

3, Residence address (or location) 709 West Alabama

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month m Day 9 Year 1869
5 Place of birth Xear Paris, Illinois
6, Name of Father William Swanson Place of birth Kentueky

Other informat ion about father

~

. o~
7, Name of Mother Susea Nye Swansoh Place of birth Kemtueky

Other information about mother

Notes or complcte narrative by the f1eld worker dealing with the life and
story of the rerson intcrviewed, Refer to Manual for sugzcstcd subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary amd attach firmly to
this forms Number of shcets attached , 8 o
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Mrse. Msthvin was a teacher in the Methvin Insti-
tute in its early day,

FATHER Swanson, borm im Kentucky, 1843, and died
in 1l924.

MOTHER Susan Nye Swamson, born in Kemtucky, in
1846 and died in 1935,

My father cams to Oklahome in 1890 during the suxie
mery from Kansas, We settled neer Guthrie, where I

“taught school in 1891 and pert of '98, I took the Civil
Service teacher’'s examination in February of 1892 and soon
received an appointment to the Sill Schools This school
is known as the Port 8ill Indian School now, It is
only a few miles south of the new Forts, The school was
new, J, W Hadden was the sperintendent, There had R
been a man teacher but for some reason he had been advised
that he should devote his time to missionary work, so he
resigned, leaving a vacancy., Mrs, Hadden filled this
vecancy until a teacher could de secured, I cams to the
school in 1892,

The buildings were all ready but for the inability
to 2t ready.made clothlu for girls we only had boys in
the as¢hoals, The next year we had all girls, as we had
gosten t.hiny‘ Irucb'. The first year there were forty

boys aud the »ext yoar there were forty girls,
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In the hwrry to have things in rwmimg order in time,
Mr, Hadden asked for another teacher, When the inspector
came and found two teachers with only forty pupils, he asked
why, O2 explanation, he said that a school was only al-
lowed one teacher to every thirty childrean,

I was soon transferred to the Riverside School just
across the Washita River, north of Anadarko. Coming to
Anadarko from the Sill Sechopl I came by what was then knowm
as tie Wire Road, This road followed the telegraph line,
Tis telegraph line ran from Caldwell, Kemsas, o Hearietta,
Ten;, and was put on, I believe it was, four inch iran
or st»i peles, This was so thn"Indiana conldn't cfft or
burna the poles dom. I was in the Riverside School
until October 16, 1895, Them on June 1, 1893, I accepted
the position as teacher in the Methvin Institute jus¢
south of Anadarko, I worked in this school wntil Christe
ms of 1307, I acted as uuper’intendont of this school
one year, |

Visiting the Indian camps was part of the work of the

teachers, for this was real missionary work, We held

services and administered to the sick, etc,
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During the summer of 1897, we teachers (there were
two of us) nr§ asked to work out among the Indian camps,
I was sent to the Mt, Scott distriet, jlhile' Miss Lou Hall
was sent to Little Washita, I worked among the Kiowas,
Miss Hall among the Comanches,

I lived with ; family by the nems of Gregory. We
met with indrew Stumbling Bear each day, We had devo-
tional service, then we would sew until noon, and the men
would spend the sewing period in conversatioa, _

Bvery Sunday we met at the cmrch, Some of the
Indians wuld came as far as fifteen miles, I bhad told
them that if each waman would bring enough for her family
to eat, we could have dinner at the church and it woulda't
make it hard on any ome person, That is what we did,
After the moraing aervice we would all spread owr dinners
on the chursh floor, for we had no tables, sit tailor
fashion, and eat, Ths Indiens enjoyed this. They would
come and stay ﬁntil late evening, Dr, Rowell said; "The
Indians will coms here and stay all day and never come
to & council,”

One Sunday morning one of the younger men came in with
2 little bucket, I guess it held about & half a gallom. He

was all smiles, and said: "Miss Swanson, here is same
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butt’n, I made it nmyself,” This was ﬂ;ry unusual for
~. -wBaR to have made butter, It was umusual for them
even to keep a cow,

Rev, B F. Gassaway was the preacher at this time for
the Indians aromd M%, Scott and vicinity, He would hold
services at the Mt, Scott Churech twice & month, TWord
would be semt out among the Indians as to when he would
be there, and as a rule there was a big econgregation.

Bvery sumer there was a Camp Meeting held at the
foot of Mt, Soott, Just after the Camp Meeting one
Sunday the Indians were talking with much excitemens, I
couldn’t understend what they were saying, so I worked my
way to Virginia Stumbling Bear, I asked her what they
were s0 excited about, She said that Sitipato, thelr
blind prophes, had said that tho' world was coming to an .
end in a little while, and they were rather excited, I
told her that it might and then it might nos, I showed
her the scripture where it stated that no man knows :bho
day nor the hour wherein the Son Of Man cometh, She read
this and passed it on to some of the others who could
read, Then she told the rest what I had said, They soon

became at eass again,
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One Jimmie Quostons came to me and said: “Miss
Swenson, what am I going to doe The Cheyennes are coming
and I don't know what to do. They are already at Saddle
Mt, and they have given them a feast and 2 lot of horses,
calieo, ribbons. ete, What am I to dg. I don't have
things to give them,™ I told him that nothing was put
on us that we couldn't bear, that maybe they wouldn't
come, That if he wanted to, I thought that it would be
all right to give them a feast, He said: "I've already |
killed ten beeves this year," Meaning he had no more
to spare. "Well,* I said: "Maybe they won't come,”
In a few days I was over at J"innio'a home and there sat
Kicking Bird, the Chief, talking to a Cheyenne mem, They
were talking in sign langmge, for neither could talk
the other's language, He had come alone and takem dinner
witk them and ha.d a nice visit,

Kicking Bird's sister-in-law was giving a birthday
" dinner for her sm one day and asked me to come, .I
hesitated about accepting for I would baﬁ to stay all
night; but 1 finally accepted, Kicking Bird took me to
his sister-in-law's, They were at chufch, so I went to

‘their church. I went in and took my seat, The Baptist

4
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mission woman was holding services, Paudleksu got up
in the middle of the service, and came and shook hands with
me and made the statement that for three years he had gone
to the Baptist Church because there was no one from his
church holding services there, but now there wes & waman
working among them and he would have .to go to his owm
church from now ot (the Methodist).
©* That night whem tims ceme to sleep, Kicking Bird
said: "The wamen have fixed you a cot in that room and
my sister will stay in there with yéu." The sister brought
her pallet in and spread it on the floors They did this be-
ca.t;ao they either thought I'd be afraid or loneaome,

Miss Bear, the Baptist missionary, asked me what
Kicking Bird charged me to take ms places, I told her
that he didn*t expect anything, that he was glad to do
ite She said that she had to pay for everything the Ine
dians 4id for her, even the interpreter. I to0ld her that
my interpreter didn't mind talking to his omn people,

‘tha‘Baptist wanen were piecing quilts and selling
them for a dollar each, My women were anxious to do the
oams. I told them they couldn't do that and make enything,
but they wanted to Ty, They wemt to town and bought
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eaough material to make three quilts,  When they were
almost completed, Andrew Stumbling Bear came to me and
seid; "We can't afford to do thet, w can't make any-
thing that way,® I t0ld him thet I had told the women
they couldn't, but they wanted to try, mdQI knew that
it I didn't let then they would always believe they could,
80 I let them, Later we made quilts snd sold tbem, emd
other, things, and made enough to put down & well at the
church, Up to this time we had Soen using oreek water
to drink when we spent the day at the church, We made
the money, gave it to Brother Gassaway and he bad the
well put down, ma\t bas beenn 2 go0d many years ago and
still the Well is there, affording water to all who need,
even in the longest drouth, .

Maude Rowell came t0 me cne day and said that aho
would like for the wamen to save enough tc; buy a dbell for
the churchs I suggested that she be mede the president
of the Missiomary Society an?:/:;a n:mago the making of the
money., She 4id and today the bell ‘a\tands as a ;lonnm.nt
to her memory, \\

During the sumer of 1897, J I\Igcnoy was s'e‘nt to
make a study of the Indiams, by the Smithsonian Institute,
He camped at the foot of Mt, Scott, whare\l met him and

his wife, ' : \\



