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_ Interview with,

Claude T:lmmpné

1256 N. Comanche _
Bartlesville, Oklahoma. S

Claude .T3mmons was born November 7, 1878 st

MYineral Springs, Arkansas.

Pather - Silas Timmons was born at Louisville‘,
Kentucksy, and died at the age of 69 yea.ré, buried at
Pawhuska, Olélahoma.

Mother - Betty Stewart-Timmons was born at
Beartown, Arkénsas. She is now 81 years 0ld and lives
at. Pawmiska, Oklshoma. -

I am one-sixteenth Cherckee Indian and acted as
an interpreter in the sarly days.

, I removed to the Izﬂia.n Territory from Arkansss,
vith my parents in 1881, when I was eight years old. We
settled on the Jesse Sixkiller place located on Peggs
Lprairie, about eighteen miles northwest of Tahiequah. .

My parents came 'bo}hhe Indian Te':i'ritory to prmie
up their Indian rights, but were too late and d4id not
receive land. After we settled here, eleven families of
our relatives followed us’ 'arid‘seftled near Peggs.

My paterndl.granifather came to the Indian Terri-
tory with us and soon afterward married Susie Smith,

& full blood Cherokee. and settled on her place near
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Pegg.s.’ﬂe died in 191_0 at the age of 89 years and is
puried near Peggs in the New Home Oémetery.

My grandfather shod horses for the cavalry
during the ¢ivil War . He was in the Confééerate Army.
The 'only shot he fired thr"dugpout the war was one night |
vhen he caught a fellow stealing his horse that was
tieé to a2 log of the house. The rope was drawn through
a'place i'r"l“the loose ohinking; and tied around a log of
the house. Ky grandfathér' discovered the thief as he ]:ed
the horse away, and shot over his head with a f}in‘t rock
;}fle. The fellow dropped the rbpe and ran.

We moved to ’tﬁe indian Territory in two covered
wagons,wl;icb my father had built, and drove, oien. At
the time we settled at Peggs, there was only one house
between our home and Tahlequah, a distansce of eighteqn B
niles. |

~The ground was broken with wood b'eam’plows"l mny
father had ‘n;aide. There were two styles of these plows,
the single and doubls shovel. 1 plowed.awith one ox to
& single pio:av whiie my father plowed with. tﬁe double
ghovel. We did not have liﬁe,s to guide ttﬂ oxen, they

stopped and started when we spoke to them. We had a

one horse Avery turning plow for light work. iy father
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‘and graﬁdfa‘ther were blackemiths and made all their
R

fa,rming inplgments. The Indians were’ bﬁrious about : ..

. our work%nd would watech us for hours.

our.»::f.’irst home was a four room log house,

| ceiléd and weatherboarded, with two stone chimney&;f”

and firépléces.. This place is now known as the

¥ilkerson, farm. The old house is still ocoupied. Our

9"“’3’*) b

fuel was wood q,nd our lights were brass 1amps simlla;

to the presgnt 0il can, with a spout for the wick, and
there were no globes. !

Ou:;' pPincipal orops were sorn and cotton. My
father planted the first cotton north of Tahlequah.
e hauied it to Fort Gibson wl:giéh was the nearesf'
oo{;ton gin, Later gins were built at Tahlequah ang
Yagoner., wWe bought our .supplies at Tahlequg.h.

I used to haul a load of cotton to gin with a
team of e:é;n aﬁd on the return trip I .would haul °
freight, consisting of hardware, groceries and whiskey.
I was small but my father drove one team and I followed
.with"the other. H | |

¥e later removed to the Bob- Johnson farm, one

and one-half miles south of Peggs, where my father 'rfa‘z:'zkd ’

I cleared forty acres.of land. We built a log house
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o0 this place. While we lived there my little Bister
"died and the Indians would not allow her to be burieu
in thg Arch Downing Cemet,ery, besciause :ve wsre not \3? .
gnough - %Qg;an. My pa.reats decided to start a dburial
grougxd for the White people on their place, which is
no~ known as the New Hom_e{ Céme‘cery. My sister's was
the first grave, then George maynard’s bquy, Jim Wi%-/
kerson'’s baby and Dr. Estes' ten year o0ld son_ were | j‘

buried thsre. - ,
&

@W father and several other men hauled logs to mill
to-build a log school house on Blaokberry greck, ten
miles north of Tahlequah. This mas the Shiloh ‘school
and was 1ooéted eigh.t miles frchm ny home.

/ Gideon Morgan .Senator of the Cherokees, lived
between my horre and the school house§ and ore norn-

ing I was passing thelr house. on aillttle sor;el mile

I rode to sehdol, and Mrs. Morgan'ask if her two daugh~
ters, Sally and Amanda, could ride with me. I a »greed Y
and Sally rodé in frent and Amanda rode behind. I stopped
for them éé,ch morning the remainder of the school term.*
Ivas about eighteen years old, &nd was small so Sally
anl I rode in the saddle, but Amanda was large and rode

-behind the saddle. dmands was Oouhty Superintendent
% ]
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b*‘ schobls in Bartlesville Washtington county, later.

/ One morning, a few days g.fter we were settled iﬁ; -
our new home,'abou‘c 'foi'ty Indians, gll on‘horseback, N
made us an early morning irisi‘t. They were all armed
with pistols and ‘vfl:lncbes‘t:e’“:rx:@~ and were drunk. We were
gti1l in bed vhen we he:ard siiootiﬁg about 2CC yards
from the house. My fathei‘ ‘dressed and weat to the door
to investigate. They werse staging a pl%ch battle among
themselves. When their .ammnpl'tl on was gone they used
their guns as clubs and continued the figh:t There we re
no casualties, but some of t‘nem were badly bruised.
Skelly Vaun Jumped/ais horse over the yard fence and
would have ridden into the house 1f my father had not
caught the bridle rein Tenn vranted some whiskey and ‘
when told we did not have any he sald "I will givé
yeu $100 1f you will take my horse and go'fo Bob _matt'é
still at Siloam Springs, Arkausas”'ahdjbu;y a galion of
whiskey." K | |
Skelly and Cull Vann, full.'ﬁlood Cherokees, werse
our fiest acq.naintances. One mofning theyrode over to
sell some hogs. Ly father bought three hogs, about 1CO
pounds each, £or ‘15.00. They returned that afternoon

with the hogs, dressed, thrown over their horses. Skelly
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woulds not speak English unless he was drunk,

TILD GALE

. Wild gamé was plentious where we lived. A drove of
50 or 75 deer would often graze withir} fifty yards of
our house. One morning I waé going to the pasture to
bring in % he horses{ when I was‘ abgut a quarter of a
mile west of ths house, a yearling deer lcped along the
“path; when it came near me, I stepped behind some brush
with a club ana knoeked it over, it was o{lly scared and
tried to escape. I was following close enough to I'bouch )
it, when i1t suddenly ran into a bunch of wild turkeys
and made good its escape. I rushed bask to the house
for my rifle and returned to where the turkeys were
feeaing. I sat still and whistlad like a young turkey,
they came closejand I killed eleven, I have killed
plenty of wild game with a bow and arrow. [

The Yod ians used blow guns to kill small game,
turkeys, quail and prair’ie chicken. These guns wyere
nade by burning the pith from cane,poles. The dagts
used for bullets were made by splittimg one end of a
srell stick, inserting a wad of cotton in the split
enc and tied with hemp stidng. Thes? darts were blown
through the gun with the mouth.

[P

Bob and Grat Dalton, Dick Brvadwell and Tim Evans

AR
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.gpent the night at our house on Peggs prairie a few

nighte before they were killed in the Goffeyville

raid., The aext morning when Bob Dalton ask my mother
whzt they owed for the nights lodging and breakfast
am she told him she never charged for an accomddation

-~z

he gave her a $20 gold piece. She told him ste Gid not

have any change, he said,"Keep the changs, i‘L didn't

cost me anything." When they were ready to leave they

t0ld my father who they wers. I have a picture of the

Dalton hoys.

Bverybody carried a pistol and a Winchester in
those days,\nqt only for proteetion, but from habit.

I always wore two pistols, and would have felt lost

Cfb-‘
without them., Y %

FERRY BOAT LANDINGS.

" The Rogers Ferry boat was 1ooéted east of ™agoner
oger Grand river. I have orossed on this boat n;én;y times
v:her} ]@h&uled cotton to Wagoner.

korgan's Ferry was over Grand river at Salina aﬁd

was operated by Sam Mayes, who was later Chiefé of the

- Cherokees. Mayes bought the boat from Mr. Horgan and

_Grand river at Salina. It

operatcd it when the steel bridge‘was erebted across

s then known as tha Mayes

AN o
AN

Ferry.
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Gid Morgan owned and opevated a steém ferry across
the Arkansas river ai\li‘ort Srrith, Arkansas and oharged
$1.5:) for a team and wagon to oross. We crossed on tkis

ferry when we moved fror Arkansas tc the Indian Terri=-

toryo
(

One day a man was on Lorgan'e ferry, Gid's brother
Tash was standing on the river bank. Gid was on the
opposite side of the boat when he saw the man pull his
gun and take aim at Wash. He shot the man just below the
ear, mith a load of squirrel shot , killing him instand-
Ly ‘ , |
o INDIAN AGENCIES

The Saleen Court House, located about six miles
sagt of Looust Grave, was a Cherokse agency:ZFlint
Court House, east of Mahlequah and Greenleaf Court
HEouse, south of Ta‘hle(,uah were also Cherokee agencies.

I wellqremember taking a bunch of horses and
rules to Saleen Qourt Eouse, to a Cherokee convension,
to sell. Oscar Cabe and Joel Downing, both Cherokees,
were drunk and quarrelscre, and staged a fight. Downing
knocked Cabe down and was beating h.ir in the face., Cabe
tock his knife from his pocket, out Downing across the
middle of ’ché back, leaxing a deep.wound anek\r,u‘inihg
a $45._euit of clothes. | 5
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I was in Muskogee when there were only three
gtores there. A Hardware and Implement store, a
Grocery and Jry CGoods store and a feed store. Then
m:y pareats settled at Pegge, there were three stores
at Tahlequah. John Staples owned a hardware store,
John Price and Tom Adair ovned gensral merchandise
stores and handled grogeries, dry goods, hardware
ana implements.

CORN STALX SHOOTING.

The Indians held annual €orn Btaldk Shootings,
and large bets were placedb on thelr ability with
the bow and arrow. The corn staiks were cut about
five feet long and piled three feet high. Each took
turns eshooting the arrow through the pile of corn
stalks. This selelggation lasted a week at each of
the Lollowing p\laees' Moody Springs, located south-
east of Peggs, Saleen Court House and Plint Gourt )
Hox_:.ée. I attended these celebrations and took pért
in the shooting and gambling. Dan B&okbﬁne, a full
blooa Cherokee, was the best shot. |

A FREE FOR _ALL FIGHT

During the last GRerokee election, when the last
Cherokee Chief, William C. Rogers was elected, I was
attending a meeting near Hulbert, west of Tahleguah,

m_Bala;ﬂillfprairie and saw fight. Tom Gox, Don
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Jenton, Maé Downing and myself were talking of horse
trading when the fight attracted our attention, agtoss
the branch from where vzeA ~=gre 8itding. Bill Walford
and Boone Qatcher, 'poth Indians, were having soOme
trouble, Bill hit Boone and knocked him down. Jack
mglford, brother of Bill's, shot RBoehe..aB he tried

to get up,. the bullet entered the lef% shoulder and
cane out the right side just below the shoulder blade.
Boone was bent over when shot.

Dick Catoher, Boome's brother, struck at Jack
with a kn%fe and missed him. He then tried to borrow
g gun from Tom Potts, a spectator, to shoot Jack.

In the meantime Jack had mounted his horse and rode
avay, wawing his gun above his head.

) Clue Gooligar,haf. small man standing near watching
the fight’, we.s wearing a hig pearl handled pistol. His
gun wa s not loaded. Dick Catoher lifted Gooligar from
the ground, stcod him on his head amd took his gﬁn. He
then drew the gun in Mao Downing's face and threatened
to 1::.111 him. Mme saw the gun was not loaded, 80 pulled
the neck of his shirt open and dared him \to shoot. iiao

- grabbed the gun ani lowered it, told Dick it was not
loaded. Dick said, "Mac, I dldn't intend to shoot you,
for I'm not mad at you." The fight was ended between‘ ‘

o Dick and Mao.
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Mac Downing and Dick Catcher had been enemies
for & number of years. There had been a wedding dinner
in the Joel Downing home several yeafrs before and five
of the Catcher family were killed,

Tom Trippet-and Tom Bevert theu started a fight
“opt they were toe drunk to knock each other downi They
clenched and fell, bcth rolled into the creek and were
almost drowned before they were rescued.

A cold drink stand operated by some Negross 4:3.3
located nearby. There were four barrels of hard cider,
at the stand and someone cut them open with an ax, and
everybody proceeded to get drunk., The Negro women then
started a fight and did some fancy slashing with raxors. .
They finished -t he biggest fight I ever witnessed.

\ ' ROBBERY AND MURDER

A Jewish peddler came by our house one 'night on
horseback and ask to stay all nightt The next morning
he went from our house to Spring Creek, then to Looust(
Grove. About two miles east %f Locust Grove, he was
robbed and murdered by Jaok Ghewey, vho was & danger-
ous character. :

There was a $5C0 reward offered for Chewey,dead
or alive, Chewey was a fiddler and carried his fiddle
vith him, H8 stopped 2t Jim Smith's home to stay all

aaight e 5im wa;s a cousin .of my wife. Jim ask him to
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ﬁ play and while he was playing Cooy Bolden gim'sunales,
; ) )

' ghot him with a Winshester. As he raised to his feet

he drew two pist\fls from the holster, fired both of them
a5 he foll backwards. The shots went through the oeiling.
- Bolden then shot'hi‘in twiéie in the chest. He collected

the rewvard. Bolden was my wife's uncle.

‘BILL PIGEON

Bill Pigeon, an early day oriminal, was our neighbor.
Bis first orime was 'shoovjt;ing a Negro whé was stealing
a hog from him. He was then arrested by two United States
Dapizty ma.réhals and taken to Fort Smith, Arkansas, for
trial. On the trip to Fort Smith, he wes handouffed to
a Negro and made to sleep with him, He told' the marshals
if he ever had a chance he intended té kill them.,He came °
clear of the erime in Judge Parker's sourt at Fort Smith.,
He later killed the two marshals and was sentenced to
serve a term in the penitehtiary and was paroled. In 1910
he wmas living near Tahlequah and made & good citizen,

I have a powder horn,cap horn, and po;;vder gourd that
belongea to my great-great grand@ather. I aldso have a cork
serew made by him in the blacksmith stop at Murphysbore,
Keﬁtuckey. ¥

I worke@ for "Shorty” MoGuire on the first paving job
in Tulsa. I do not remember the ;'vear.‘ After I came to

kg‘grtlesville I worked for him a number of years,

194
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I came to Bartlesville in 19256 and camped
under & wagon sheet, three miles west of town,
for three weeks. I built a pond fér Dave Ware

-gnd was oamped in his pasture. I movéd to Bart~
leswille and 1ived at 1101 Choctaw. -
COLLEENTS

Mr. Timmons is a real veteran &f early day
excitment. He has 1lived in the Indian Territory
and Oklahoma for over & half oentury-and can tell
some exciting stories qf'the Territory days. MPe
Timmons gives this story from his heart and wishes
to help the younger generation to undérstand B
what thelr forefathers experienced to rake Okla-
homa the great state it is now. .



