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\ ADOPTED TRIBDS -

an interview of Tarner Tiger. age 874 4~
Thlopthlocco tom (tulwa), olcemah ,okla. 5

Bill;.e B)yrd,‘ Field worker
tndian-pioneer Hi story .
11-18-37. ,

There vere somegndims of ar;other tribe adopted
into the Muskogéefreek confeaer‘acy. These adop ted
trives, being of a ififerent tribe, did not, car‘e 1o
observe the customs of the tribe into whlch they .
were permitted to join., They 'spoke a different .
language so they could not fuliy unde‘r':stt.and'~ all the
| Wa\‘ﬁ. and_the customns tha&t.-‘ were being c;bserved;
the Hatches tribe was one that was 'aid0pt.ed into
_ thé jjuskoges-Creek tribe and each Noatcheé family did
not live alone Wt t.hey'lived in the same house with
anothér Muskogee-Creek family. The house;s( were 'so
smé.ll_ thatquxrlercrowded homes‘ were ofteni‘ the case when
11 these India;'ls li\v.ed in this\manner. The members
of the southern or nodthern party never allowed 1ts
members to charige to an opposite side--that was the

same holding as to the adopted f[ndians. some were

bribed to change to anot.her trilx;;e end to hecbme a
member of another tribe btut t.hey were, fordidden %o
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to ta)ce s'oepa to’ vvit.hamw from g tr'ibe ito vwhich
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they were adOpt;ed.

4

! . '
Dur-ing, ‘the early travels of the Seminole tribe

" and others, Natches were found llvingvzn’mexygé and
*?hej," gi*e sai-cl- to ftave told, "Ve lived in ah?d aroun,d\_
the' locality of anadarko, oklaho‘z‘ng., ?efore we’
came here and settled, " “quone seems to have kept
~any trace of the Natches a;nd'no one gee.ed to know
just when they left but igis believed that they broke
away guring some of the many skirmishes ghd upMsings.

some other tribes of Indians that were adop ted
.into the ,ﬁus‘\ogee-—creeg;monféderacy and no trace of
then is ;n W noxv, Weres Blloxis md Se-balfkes-
their origin and where they went is a nyster'y to those .
that do not know viiere they v.rent

It is resieabered that the 'mlopthlocco tovm (tulwa)
wis the first, in a g,r‘oup, to accept Chri stianity in
their midst after tuey had cs&abllshed the}r permanent
settlement, ‘ . S '

To those of the early xndz.e.ns there were np laws

.

.-
in the manner in whioh marriage was completed but ro

) ?} . w
‘ man woman member of a samé town or clan were free

t.o marry. It was mainlz. as it is told, throué»h the
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effcx"cs of an early inﬁﬁenftial ifethodiat wor‘ker
&
as a minieter: Sanul Checote,’ who served as chief

«of the Huskoze ¢-Creek nation at one time, that he |

‘brought up -a plan suggesting that a form of a

. sertificate be arranged and that marriage be made

right and com;ﬁleﬁe through the ministers. He.was-
the first ndian minlster that desired to meke it

known to the use of th;s 'met.hod. Then, at a later

-~

tlme during his time of chief, his signature was

required on all orders for rations hen such were

‘distrituted to the Indians at one time but I ‘donts

repembersvhat ex:actiy, wag the timé., I do remember
et -

that if his signa”oure was not on the orders no one*

. bould et anything, as I heard the older ones talk;tng

£

to one another about the tliia,.
After all the troubl es ha.d ‘become quiet and the
Indl ng were ta,‘ing to their 1ife in making the

. settlane*ts with the’ chosing, of meir different

places for their pomé 1t was then that the Indians

begin to. becomé o.mera lof ponies, cattle, sheep and

d

many of t-ha other liveatock. Sheep »gae rai ged ‘
 for they used the wooll tvO mak e into bedding end the

skin with rt.he wool on it was made into some body

-
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‘covering and lining foi‘"sbole's. |
The raccoen (wad-ko),hide was used to make a
‘covering for the head for what they t.hough’o as an
oomamentallhat.. ;fong agos as the Iadiané tell-one
anz)tper of a story about the ra;:coon; the racconn
wanted to cr‘o‘ss a stream and .wh'en he reached 1t the
water had risen and he -could no:t._croas. He went.un; ’
and down along the banks of the strean in the hope
of finding alplace to lzross but he never did, ‘As
"’ne tried to find a place, he kept shedding tears
and rubbed around his eyes with his paws for the
tears were falling so fast. That was why the raccoon -

has white spots or marks all around and near hi s

eyes vecuusc he rubbed his tears.over that parte

e v

{NOTE: ,

Billie Byrd writes-his interviews as the Indian
talks and no change is mede in.his phrasing.-HEd.)
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