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There were some^indians.of another tribe adopted

into the tmskbgee^Treek confederacy. 1hea,e adopted

tribesi being of a different tribe* did not care to

observe the customs of the tribe into tihich they

were -perraitted to join. Hhey Bpoke a different « .

language so they could not fully understand" al l the

v̂ ays and̂  the customs that were being observed.

lfre Hatches tribe was one that was adopted into

the Liuskogee-creek tribe and each Hatches family did

not live alone but they lived in the same house with

another Muskogee-creek family• 'flie houses were so

small that ^overcrowded homes were often the case v£ien

II these Indians lived in this\raanner# Ihe members

of the southern or northern party never -allbwed i t s

members to change to an opposite side--that was the .

same holding as to the adopted Jndians. -Some were,

bribed to change, to another tripe and to &e£OttQ a

member of another tribe but they1, were forfcldden to
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to take steps1 to'withSr>aw from a t r ibe irfto vjhich

they were adopted. ' '̂  , s •

.During the early t rave ls of the seminole t r i b e

and others 1 ifatches were found l iv ing in Mexi8b' and

they are said to ^ave to ld , »\ve l ived in and around

the local i ty of Anadarko, Oklahoma* before we

oa«<e .heVe and s e t t l e d , " NQ one seems to have k.ept

trace of the Hatches and no one seeded to know

just when they l e f t but i t i s believed tha t they broke

away during some of the many skinai'Shes ^bd upii lsings.

Some other t r ibes of Indians that were adopted

into the «iuskogee-creek, confederacy and no traoe*of

thea, i s • k n m now, "were» Biloxis and Se~bal-kes—

their origin and where they went i s a uyatery to those

that do not kno'w \^iere they' went.

I t i s reraeuibered that the iSllopUilooco toim (tulwa)

was the f i r s t , in a group> .to^accept Chr is t ian i ty in

their a ids t after^taey had osAablished t he | r permanent

settlement, .

To those of the early Indians there were'no laws

-*in the manner in whioh marriage was completed but no
and • - v

man ' woman member of a same town or clan were free
to marry, i t was mainlj»' as i t i s told* through, the



TIGER-, TURNER. INTERVIEW', 12X93 . 128

efforts of an early laftBenrtlal Methodist worker

as a ministeri saraul Checote»'who served as chief

'Of the tiusfcageg-creak nation a t one time* thai he

brought up a plan suggesting that a form of a

oertificate bo arranged and that marriage be mada

right and complete through the ministers. He.was-

the f i rs t Indian minister that desired to make i t

known to the use of this method. 1*heni at a l a t e r

tiiae during his time of chi,ef» h i s signature was

required on al l orders for rations \r»hen such were

distributed to the Indians at one time but I *don'4i

exactly, was' the time# I do remember
• m

i f his signature was not on the orders no one

could je t any thing i as I heard the older ones taltejfcn
/ • -,r

'•to one another about the time»

After al l the troubles had become quiet and the

indi X\Q were tailing to their l i f e in making the

settloaents with the chosing of their different .*"

places for their ^0^;^? i t was thm th.at the Indians

begin to. become" o^ers i of poniee* ca t t l e , sheep aftd

many of the other livestock. Sheep was raided

for thoy used thewooE to make, into bidding and the

skin with,/the wool on i t was made into some body
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covering and lining for* shoes* , . '
p * '

The raccoon (wod~ko) ,hide was used to make a

'covering for the head for «hat they thought as an

. ornamental -hat. L*ong ago , as the ladians tell-one
«

another of a storty about the raccoon, the raocoan

wanted to cross a stream and vshen he reached i t the

water had risen and he -could no-t cross. He went B£

and down along the banks of tho stream in the hope

of finding a place to cross but he never did, AS

he tried to find a place, he kept shedding tears

and rubbed around his eyes with his paws for the

tears were falling so- fast. That was vshy the raccoon '

has white spots or* narks all around and near h is

eyes because he rubbed his tears.over that part* ^

{NOTE: • . ' • . \

• Billie Byrd writes'his interviews as the Indian "
talks and no change is made inJiis phrasing.-S5.)


