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an Interview with Mrs, Matilda Topme, Oklahoma City, Okla,
By - Amelia F, Harris, Field Workere X
. Juy.de, 1937. - )
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We took up a claim in Greer County. by husband,
four little girls and myself came from Childress, Texas,

to Russellgg»We had a 1 General Kerchandise store in -

Childress and we Shlp ed our goods by fnelght. We came

-.J{

wagon, When e reached Rusgell an old friend

-

of ours,u.chClung, who lived at dussell invited us into

%3

through in

his home until we got located and he assistedé&yahusband
" in gettlng a free homsstead and he fook his plow and team
over and assisted in digging a dugout for our first home.
'fhis hugout was about 142X4L4.wit£ a dirt fld;r and & Qirt'
top - but it waé cuis fof which ﬁe were so %hankful. My
husbend was. & Baptis] Itinerant preacher but he had con-
traeted,tubefeulosis and his héglth would not pefmit him
to travel any more sq he became pastor at Russell, ' %
Our farm was locaped one and one half miles south;
* east of Rusaellf My husband was too weak to breaﬁ out
any land and that duty fell uhon mé‘and a boy sixteén

years old whom we hired.. He knew.very 1ittle, and I had

to set all the plows, take them to town and have tham

sgarpgqeq, and I had to do all'thg planting.
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My two oldest giris aped seven and nina, and I
éﬁopped out’ twenty acres, of cottomn. The first year we
'nlanted five acres in ‘peanuts and we worked faithfully
with them a8 everybodv predicted they would bring a -
ecod price, When it came time to plow these peanuts
An 7 6id this and placed thew in the sun to.cure and
then Ifclqare& 5 corner of our dupout and took the

peanuts down there where the children and I could

pick the‘geanuts off of the vines. At night we sacked

s

them and then stacked them in the cqrner‘all ready for

the marketa &

4 - ) .
All other products we had sold in Hussell, but

we took ‘the peanuts to Juanah, Texas, & dlstanue of
forty milés over rough roads in a wagon. This. took
two days and two nigﬁts. We sold these peanuts for
51xty-five cents per bushel,

I was heart sick it was Christmas waek, .

.We thought we would get one dollar or more per
. Pushél. Ve had to have éoal; as we had been burning
con chips ever since coming to Oklahoma end they were

getting scarcee.
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We bought a t@ﬁ’of coal; flour,\eoffee, gugar,
and gnme,toﬁlet aoap,‘hné,we then had:sixxy-five cents
lett to buy Christmas presents for our four little \“
girlis,

1 boucht fTour small china dolls for ten cents
each, and six little caramel sugar mice for five denﬁs,.
then I bbuéht ten cents worth}éf candy and ten cents
worth of nuts énd that took all of the éixty~}ive
conts, ( « ) -

LY

. We got ﬁume Christmas Evé and that night after
~ the babies were asleep, I Gressed—thefour china dolls.
I then méde and iced six,cup‘cakes and put the sugar
mice on thems e
ﬁ The members %T’%he_church paid my huggand in
differeﬁt kinds of farm products so that Christmas’ ”
tﬁqy br;ught over a load of corn, a fat hog, a can of
lard, two or three buckets of sorghbum, & ham; & half
venison and numerous other‘things that they h;d raised
and our first Christmas in Oklahoma was a happy one,
~even though we were without money. . |

The children loved their china dolls and were  +~ >

_pqntgntgq,w iq;#he*meantima, a Mre Bragg, a mérchant in

e e
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another cave beside the one We had, 1The new eave wus

.

14 % 18 reet amd we put o box floor im vothe The unew
” cave .aau @ suingle roor aunw ogened into the oia cnéq
whicih we useu 1'or & dihngy room and xitchen. We vullt

a‘chicken house on stilus to keep the chickens out of

the reach of the"varmints”,

One day that fall we had & big rain and that

night there was a terrible blizzarde The roof of the ~ =~
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. hen~house 1eaked\gnd the rain froze and froze my
chickens® feet té the poles.

We had dug our well in a “swag" a;out three .
hundred feet fram the house and I drew several

buckets full of water and poured on the fe;} of the

" ehickens before I could get them free of tHe poles.
Poor things} Somé of them d}ﬁed, sane of them }ived
with their toes frozen off.j

That fall I sowed a$out twenty~five acres in {
wheat. I raised a good gafden, had fine cabbages, so
I, myself, dug & trench about two feet Qeep,and twenty

) fb;t long sad then I dug the cabbage.up<with the 
roots-on«thé‘plants. i stood the cabbagé plants up
in the trench, poured water around them, then pulled

dirt over thems I then cut mesquite brush for a

cover and put bay and then dirt over that end in this"

way the cabbage kept .all winter, :E keptlsweet potatoés

in one corner .of the kitchen cellar. One day.a neighbor
came over to viéit us and saw t@at‘we didn*t ﬂave a‘cow .

and he went home and drove three of hisnﬁléhcoés for -

us to milk This milk was a goddaend for mw husband

3

and four littls girls but milking three cows &nd caring

e e U
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for the milk made more work' for me bﬁt what it did

- f‘or}'m-\v undernourished children made the worl? a
pleasure, .
‘v husband, buiit a milk trough and the
children kept the cloths ,over the milk and over
the trci?igh wet - \;hey watched the milk closely
and in this wanner we kept ox.u' milk and butt,er",cold -
' and sweet,. ‘ |
That.summer I established a milk route,the
.first one in the town of Russell, I sold sweet
milk for twenty cents a gallon, butter milk for Ven
cents a gallon. I sold butter for fifteen _peﬁts 8
| \iaound and egg:s at six cents & doz(é/h.' This money .
was a8 é;resft help towaras; putti;ng improvements on the
f;arm. | ’
Then in June of 1895 we harveated our fiffeen

acres' of wheat. My twé oldest girls and I followed |

'%hé\ binder and shocked:the wheat snd when the threah-
ing machine came in the neighborhood = the chg;ng?n
'and I loaded our wheat on é’ hey frame of a wagon and

.
\
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ca:ried it‘over to Mr. Mcéfung!s where'the,threshing
mchine was, Ve m%@elthree hundred bu§heis of
wheat whicp Ve qoid for forty cents a buéhel.‘
In the meantime, Mr, Bragg had sold our little
stock of merchandise for three hundred dollars end
we took this three hundred dollars and part of our
wheat mope& and built a three ropm‘boxfhousé and a 7

shed barm,
We hoped that by sleeping abo%é ground where

there was plenty of sunshine and-fresh é}r that my

. husband would get better but it was t00 late.

..4He had quit preaching and -was-confined to.his
room and bed for ohe year,

This Wwas the Tifth year on our homestead.

My.little gifls were reapeétively six, nihé,

_twelve, and fourteen and the three older ones would

/

walk one and ane half miles to Russell to school,

when I could spare tham out of the field,

|
My baby stayed at hamefto wait ‘on her fathers

I would start to cooking aﬁ nighte I would

cook beans, peas, whatever we werJ to have. for dinner
[ . .

the next day end-would fiAfsh cooking them during- -

|



/ R
| ‘ \
' . -TOMME, - MATILDA

v
L

Tr thin way\éeﬂhad more time to work in the fields.

fhep the 1eavas hegan to fall, my husband passed

l

afheerful and ~mve us mich cnod advice and encouragensnt.

“7 > The day he dfed T ééémad Bo bewildersd mnd lost,

it

1i¥e a ship st sea without a rudder, and that fall 1

—~—

. _ ranted our. fars and moveﬁ into Russell S0 tﬁe éhildren
.oou]d'wn to school~mvery day. -

The next vear 1 sold the farm for thirty-t¥o hun-
dred dollars on time paymentse. ;I took the dowa paymeﬁ{

of twelve hundred éollars and builtha two story ubouse

[}

in Russell which wes unwise as my dauzhter wanted to

finisﬁ school in Edmopd - s0 after two vears in Russell

>

"I rented-our home for ten doliars a month end paid

twénty dollars a month rent for & house in sdmond. 1

14
S

baiggt fwrniture on time and started a bgafding house
for .the boys and girls who went %o $he Normsl School in
Edmond. I'charged them thres dollars per week fer board

and room » There were four in a room and then from June

’

to September the girls and I worked in the fields. In

- et L

@

r away, While he was never able to. help much, he was alwayﬁ ‘

L,
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this manner we managed to‘ﬁggb body and soul togethe;
unﬁil'my\girls graduated. They, in turn, taught school
hng iiviﬁgswas easiér for mse I then sold my home in
Russell and with my farm payments bought a home at

519 West Eighth street in Oklahoma City.
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