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An Interview with Mrs, Matilda Tomme, Oklahoma City, Okla.
By - Amelia'F, Harris ,-Field Worker.

^ 1937*^
V .--

We took up a claim in Oreer County* My husband,

four little girls andjnyself came from Childresj3, Texas,

to Russell*,.I> We had a small General Merchandise store in

• Childress and we shipped our goods by. freight. We cams'

through in a wagon. When we reached Russell an old friend

of ours,G, MeClung, who lived at Russell, invited us into

his home, until we got-located and he assfsted,"fey^husband

in getting a free homestead and he took his plow and team

over and assisted in digging a dugout 'for our first home*

This dugout was about 14 X^-4 with a dirt floor and a dirt

top - but it was our,s for which we were so thankful* My

husband was a Baptisjt Itinerant preacher but he had cj?n-

traeted ̂ "bereulosis and his health would not permit him

to travel any more so; he became pastor at Russell. !
i

Our farm was located one and on$ Half miles south-

1 east of Russell* My husband was too weak to break out

any land and that duty fell upon me and a boy sixteen

years old whom we hired,. He knew.very little, and I had

to set all the plows f take them to town and have them '

sharpened., and I had to do all the planting*
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My two oldest girls, aged seven and nine, and I

chopped ouf twenty acres, of cotton. The first year we

'planted five %cres in "peanuts and we worked faithfully

' with their, as everybddy predicted they would bringa

ĉ ood price, When it came time to plow these peanuts

uw I 6id this and placed them in the sun to cure and

then T, cleared a corner of our dupout and took the

peanuts down there where the children and I could

Pick the peanuts off of the vines. At night we sacked

them ana then stacked them in the corner all ready for

the market^ ' ~ ~ :

All other products we had sold in imssell, but

' we took'fee peanuts to 4uanah, Texas, a distance of

forty miles over rough roads in a wagon. This, took

' two days and two nights. We sold these peanuts for

sixty-five' cents per bushel.

I was heart sick; it was Christmas week.

< We thought we would get one dollar or more per

bushel. We had to have coal, as we had been burning

cow chips ever since coming to Oklahoma and they were
t

getting scarce.
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We bought a ton of coal, flour, coffee, sugar,

some .toilet soap,**andwe then had sixty-five cents

left to buy Christmas presents for our four little j

I bought four small china dolls for tea cents

each, an3 six little caramel sugar mice for five cents,
*

then I bought ten cents worth of candy and ten cents
«»

worth "of nuts and that took a i l of the sixty-five

cents , _ -

We got home Christmas Kve and that night after
the babies wel;e~liisTeel^~T~arB^3ed~t£^

I then made and iced six cup cakes and put the sugar

m i c e on them*" ~ .•• * .

The members bf* the. church paid ray husband in

different kinds of farm products so that Christmas'

they brought over a load o£ corn, a fat hog, a can of <

lard, two or three buckets of sorghum, a hamj a half/- -

venison and numerous other things that they had raised

and our first Christmas in Oklahoma was a happy one,

even though we were without money.

The children loved their china dolls and were

contented. In the-meantime, a Mr* Bragg, a merchant in
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his sermon ttmt/'nt* wo\tld uav-

farmers baa

/ /

oi» the salary ao that ne couid buy inoaiciati em/ pâ  the

hired bo.. / • .

'me next year r̂e ora&e out more mad on, du.

anotJter cave besia© tne one «re iiaa. i'ne new eav« *v̂14,1 1« reet and we put a box floor In uotlw The hew

cave aau a siiin^e rooi anu opened into the oiu old-

which we useu for a ikuua& room and kitchen* We "ouiit

a'chiclcen house on st i lus to keep the chickens out of

the reach, of the"varmints" #

One day that fal l we had a big rain and that

niga* there was a terrible blizzard* The roof of the
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. hen-house leaked and the rain froze and frozft my

r [ ' ' :
chickens* feet to the poles*

We had dug our well in a "swag" about three

hundred feet from the house and I drew several

buckets full of water and poured on t-iie fee-ft of the

chickens before I could get .them free of the poles.

Poor things! Some of them died, sees of them ^ived

with their toes frozen off.
i

That ffcll I sowed about twenty-five acres in (
i

wheat. I raised a good garden; had fine cabbages, so

I» myself* dug a trench about two feet deep^and twenty

feet long aad then 1 dug the cabbage up -with the-

roots on the plants, 1 stood the cabbage plants up

in the trench, poured water around them, then pulled
r '

dirt over'them, I then cut mesquite brush for a

cover and put hay and then dirt over that and in this"

way'the cabbage kept .all winter* I kep-t sweet potatoes

in one corner of the kitchen ce£lar. One day a neighbor

came over to visit us and saw that we didaTt have a cow

and he went home and drove three of his milch cows for •

us to milk* This milk was a god-send for my husband
and four little girls, but milking three cows and .caring ;
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6

for the milk mad© more work for me but what i t ,did

' • for ray undernourished chi ldren made th© work a
A

pleasure , v _ -
t *

Ky husband, built a milk though and the

children kept the cloths over the milk and over

the trough vet - they watched the milk closely

and in this manner we kept our milk and butter'cold '

and sweet.

That - sumer I established a milk rout$,the

-first one in the tomi of Russell. I sold, sweet

inilk for twenty cents a gallon, butter milk for ten.

cents a gallon• I sold butter for fifteaa cents a

pound and eggs at six cents a doz(eii# This money ,

was a great help towards; putting improvements on the

farm.

* 'Ehen in June of 1895 we hartosted our fifteen

acres of wheat • My two oldest giriV and I followed

the binder and shocked * the wheat and when the thresh-
*

ing^machine came in the neighborhood - the children

and I loaded our «keat oa sY hay frame of a wagon and
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carried it over to Mr« McCfung's where the/threshing

machine was* We made three hundred bushels of

wheat which we sold for forty cents a bushel*

In the. meantime, Mr, Bragg had Sold*our little

stock of merchandise for three hundred dollars and

we took this three hundred dollars and part of our

wheat money and built a three room" box house and a

shed barn.

We hoped that by sleeping above ground where

there was plenty of sunshine and-fresh air that my

husband would get better but it was too late,

,,̂ He had quî t preaching and was• confined to his

room and bed for one year. * ' • .

This was the 'fifth year on our .homesteads

My.little girls were respectively six, nine,

twelve, and fourteen and the threap older ones would

walk one and one half miles to Russell to school,
...-••* - I

when I could spare them out of the field*
, I

My baby stayed at' home'-ijo wait on her fathers
*. i

I would start to cooking at night* I would
i

cook beans, peas, whatever we were to have, for dinner

the next day and would finishToobKing them during
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Jjf'ift-JR way^we had more time to work in tbfi
' ' »

^ H ^ th« leaves bepan to 6x11, ny husband passed

K nw=iy F/hile h*> rras rif»vAr abl« tq. help much, he was always

«mi ^ 7 « ns much cood advioe and encouragenjent.

Th" <1â  ^p rJi<=>d T seemed so bewf-1'dered fyad l o s t ,

a ship i t s.©a_ withrtxit a rudder, and that f a l l T , .

onv. farm" ana moved in to Kussell so the children

Vn to sohool^pVR'r^ da;;. " '-

The next year i sold the farm for thirty-two hun-

dred dollars on time payments, Ml took the down payment

of twelve hundred dollars and buil t a tv/o story house

in HUasell which jsas unwise as my daughter wanted to

finish school in Sdmond - so after two years in Russell

I -rented-our home for ten dollars a month and paid

twenty dol lars a month rant for a house.in Sdmond. I

bought furniture on time and started" a boarding house

for the boys and g i r l s who went to the <Nor»ial school in

Edraond. X charged them three dollars- per week far board

and room • There* were four in a room andj then from June

to September the g i r l s and I worked in the f ields* In
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this manner we managed to*^eep body and soul together

until ray .girls graduated. They, in turn, taught school

"and iiviag was easier for me# I then sold my home in

Russell, and with my farm payments bought a home at

519 H7est Eighth street in Oklahoma City. -


