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Field Worker's name _ Wead Smith Jr. ' - / ‘

ThlS report made on ('date) July 7--81 / 193 7

'], Neme Co Bs Todd - ' ‘ /

s Post Office Address _ Chickasha, Oklahama o "/

3 Rosidence ‘address (or locZ:.on) Three miles south ef cﬁekasha

- DATE OF BIRTH: Month Nevéuber ~ Day 21 / Yedr 1870

5. Place of birth Arkansas . | N

. 7 :

/

Nameqé\f\Fa%hez: ~~m”‘ D, Medd, " pigcg or bzrth Georgia

= f
Other informat ion about father Buried im Oklah

7. Name of Mother D¥Y Davis . ' prace of birty. Arkensas

Other information about mother BRFied in Oklak

- . . . .
« .
3
N A .~

Notes or complcte narratlvo by the field worlger déal ing with the life and
_story of the pcrson intcrviewed, Refor to hanual for suggcsted subjects
and questions, Continue on bl3nk shects if nccessary and attach f)rm'Ly to
this forms Number of shcets attached o .
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INTERVIEW WITH G. E. TODD
Thad Smith Jr.,
Field Worker

- -
-

My mother, father, brother and 1 left Arkensas-in
two covered wagons. We had a team of horses hitched te

. e _— .
ene wagon and a yoke-of oxen hitched to the other. Whez . .

we left Arkansas, we had made up ou#lminds to hunt for
some gobd level rich land, where there was & school amd
& Baptist church. Vhen we reached Courtney Flat, Indiae
Teyritory, in December, 1888, we found just what }e wers
'Tbokiiéifo¥. Courtney Flaf.ia in the Chickasaw Natiom,,
aboutysa mile from the Red River. The nearest ford was

-1 called "the Illinoig Bend fordi" o . _
John Fowler'ran a big general mercantile store, ‘
" and the postoffice in Courtney Flat. The mail was carried

-

‘ 'there on horseback from Nocéna,'Tb;as‘

I taugpt school 1n,5;§§33§§ Flat in a box schooi -

houaa, the first three yeérs that I was tké&é. It was a-

subscription.school, and I had about forty pupils, whe -

paid me a dellar and a quuarter a menth each, This school :

was very diffécult to teach, on account of the books used.

Seme of the children used McGuffey's beoks, while others -
had beoks edjted by seme one else. This necessitated hearing

twe different classes of pupils, who were in the same grade.
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The pupils didn't have desks, but sat on bonches, made of
one by fcuﬁ planks, twelve or fourteen feet long. I had
ten er twelve éh{ldrqn_attending school who were half In-
dia;, but they all spoke English. Our school terms were
seven months long. |
Corn and cotten were the two principal chpq‘raiagg. »
Corn made about £ifty bushels an acre, and was 8bld’€8’t33//
‘commen for fifteen cents & bushel, to winter their cattl
on.. The first tﬁo or thres ysars. cotion was planted, it~.‘
did net fuil; mature. before thé fall freeze. - What aid
Qaturo was ginned at Courtney Flat, hauled to Necona, Texas,
" and seld. It brought about seven or eight cents a pound.
?he m;n who hauled~the cotton to Nicona, ;ould locad their
wagons with supplies for the store at Ceurtney Flat, as all
of the supplies for this place wera freighted fem Necona.
I have been told that Courtney Flat was namQG ror'a
white man by the name of Courtmey, MNr. Courtuey found a
Chickesaw Indisn boy en the prairie with a breken leg, teook
ggn in, snd kept him untii he was well. .  To show his
appreciation, ;he’{ydign Bey's father gave Mr. Courtmey a
right to the flat that was named agter him. A1l of the
rarmh near Courtney.Flat p%re fenced with rails. The grass

wa3 excellent, and there /wore many deer, wild turkey, and

wild ﬁegsl
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My father and I tried to fatten some ef the hogs on”

corn in a pen, but they were so wild, they WOﬁlQ(enly eat

Ad -

at night, and they didn't de any good. In the fall of the
~ 2

year, after the pecans, hickory nuts, and walnuts hed fal®-

.

lsan on the ground, the hegs get fat and made geed mga%.

K% L

In 1892, I meved te Iona, which-is just a féw miles
sast of Wygneweod. Ther¢ was one store, a gingblacksmith .
shep, pestoffice, and a schoel. - -

Fait Parks ran the £¢ore and ﬁbstoffiqéi'—if¥iﬁ§§t
the school fer seven years, There vwere several full¥bleed

Indians there, Mese Chigler,a fullbleod Chickesaw, was

well educated, and handled lets of cattle and horses. Mhpf/

§

Wolf was another Indian and cattleman.

In the winter there were thousands of ducks\in
geese. The ducks were.easy to kill, but the geese w§ e not, ’
@8 it was hard to get close enougﬁ to kill them. /

- When the Cadde, Xiowa and 6omanche Ceﬁntiyu
e'd, I regiaterod for the drawing. at Ft, S-ill.

claim,




