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el. B.-Tackitt-,
Field V.orker,
Ar^u 12, 1937,

AH Interview with Mr. .>.H.(ftu3e) Tittle-,..^.
• Granite" > Oklahoma.

s born November 30̂ ., '185.7, ••..+ Iu3k, Cherokee County,

rerns. TmyVfather was Janes B. Tittle,- e native of Missis- p

i L: >i by profession a school teacher. My mothpr Tvao

J^anie .». Pit.iley Tittle, also a native oT Mississippi,born
/

in li'iO. My fatner was killed in the battle et Mansfield,

LOU ; iiunc, in 1863 t»nd my mother bein^ left a widow, we lived,

tnrcx u. the usual experiences of the early settlers of Tex/(s»

ns I t-
rP'» UL; we raised stock and 1 went to Buffalo v~w, *-«««,

s-

wriere I worked for the Oonnell Bro thers ' cow o u t f i t . In If378~

1 vas a cowboy wording near Brownwood;Clay Oounty, Tpxas. 1 ^ . A

worked two ye^rs / for Haynie t-ni Handy. they brougj/t three - ' '. <\-

th'^ .oHnd liead of c a t t l e to Oollinsworth Oounty, T7ex&s; and we

held' t-ern alo/ig the r i v e r u n t i l 1880 when .ve d ^ v e them across

Red' River at Doan's Grossing^ Their brand was" H A Y * Again

we h-ald t.\e ciit^le near the r i v e r , as we c?idr not know tha t we

'vAuld be/ordered out by the Government or yihe laxger o a t t l e
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i i«s youId interfere_or—ffie--4tf^?Sa-^aau-ld-^eltelJbrf"»u>> 1 e..

. - / - i -o^ . 'Kund. . -sold on+ the }! k'Y bran'l to the D a ^ L a n f l \

0 . 3fvi 13) T'.?.e

/?•'•. boss, ^ne Day I*ncl-Cattle Oompany al?.o p\iro: ' sed three

u..« ' «•»-•;" c^ws p-nJ c\aVve3 fr^m J"»bn W« Po'j.vr.-/ i*n 1;V}6» 'This.

••. . *•'e H-Y (K b a r Y)' O u t f i t . ' Ta«» J Buckle Headtq\«SrWs • '

) - . : ' ",&«> located one*helf :r.ile fr^ra the Texas l ine^on Elm _/..-'"

»d?':"''.in the •>7O3t side o f f»reer. ' 1 worked c\u for e i t h e r the

Da;- L-nH • nd Ca t t l e Ooiipany or ^ e Jo Buckle', and H-A Y

i Ooi ' le Oo.rauy. , Tlferf wjs a, l i n e o*ir.'r' yt the J. Suckle Spring

an^ "therf- were other oamps oyer'^Grfeer bounty. I l i k e to r e -

r7TPexa¥7~aTscr

FQ\ T-.K.^rs, Frenk Simpaoir, Jao.k Francis * ..Henry Hoover,, Joe \_2*.

The .1-.on, .lepr^e Boyd, Sam Doxey, Ike Barne t t , Hank'Connor and .

BllJi-)'. Carrol .who l a t e r von the v o r l d ' s ohampion£hip for rop~
\
v • \ t

i n > "Kliijs">n elwesys *4id the roping, fo r - the ca l f branding and

soro of iis roping horses , t 'rainedjby h-im,would raaki the

fp.0Vi.e3 a i t up and take not ice now.
• ' * . . • * * - • * • '

' 1886 3reer.wrs under the supervision of Texas-and a l l .
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judicial matters had to go to Wheeled .County, Texas., in

August of 1887 I was appointed' Sheriff -and I served undeiL

appointment unt.il 1888 when wa were allowed an election-.

Than 1 was elected. There were,of course some lawbreakers;

'but on the whole everything was pretty quiej;; 'everybody

knew everybody else and there was no way for news to travel,..

.only just as it was'passed on from one person to another. .

^ n as the country-settled up some pretty'bad things. •

and there were some killings but those crimes are

of court record and I do not like to repeat them, as they '

c.ncerh our friends and had just as well not be.kept before

• « Two fellows, stole a buncii of horses from a ranchman

ujid I followed .the horse thieves to Arizona and arrested one

of theme The" other one could not be found. The first made

1 bond and, later the other came in, giving himself up. He

also made bond $nd" whevn the matter came to, court as they were

o^h 4smast fellows they hsd the case already beaten because of

. the fact that they had managed to get the.horses into the

Indian Territory and also because the proper authorities could
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not be'found to issue papers for them. *Ve had muoh trouble

of this kind, OH A u g u ^ ^ , 1891, I had been elected Sheriff
* • • * » . '

again.- A boy of the name of Jake Booher was herding cattl©

for 1H11 Mann, a whit© man, on the Horth "Fork of §$d River

near the. place where Liigert is now located, and he and Bob
* * * v~

.Poline a Kiowa Indian f e l l out over a s toer . The boy

the Indian was going to shoot him, so he shot f i r s t .and

the Indian* This caused'a t e r r ib l e commotion amcns both the

whites jon.Jbije.GreerjSounty side'" of the river'Itn'd ^he Kiowas

oriythe Territory s ide. The Kiowaa gatfl'ered, had war dances

and said that they were going to fight the whites as they

*felt that the whites wer.e-<L5iposing upon them. The whites ^

in turn were exoii^tT/alid some of them as unreasonable as the

Indians but th« greater number of white people thought that
b e . •

more trouble bould/avoidad, However, many brought the i r women

and- children to Mangum and began to arrange to protect them,

Ths boy Jake Booher hastened, to Mangunf and surrendered him-

' self to me, to l l ing me what he had done. I placed him under

arrest and in jail," then with John'Byers, W&lter Pendergraft,
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Judge9 Slavens, Judge Huling and fifteen or twenty others,

set out for the Engleberger's farm where many other men

had gathered near the seat of:the trouble. Here J» No

McElroy who could talk the Indian language and two other

men vi.o could, also volunteered to go' over into the Terri-

tory and talk to *the Chiefs, Old. Lone Wolf, Komalty, Little

Bow and a number of others* The four of sis 7/e.nt and had a

s.long talk with the Indians, assuring them that Jake Booher

would be tried by the white man's court and asking them not

to fight. When*we convinced them taat Jake would be trisd

they agreed that they would ,not make any more trouble as

Bob Poline had a bad record among his own people. In 1892

the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians on the North, having some

similar trouble with the whites; .threatened a raid into .•

Greer, so the Government sent forty guns and several thousand

cartridges to be J^atribut^d among the people, *s'o that they

jaight protect themselves if Greer Oounty was invaded, I Know

of only one of these guns which is y3t in the county, That Is

owned by Verd Morris and was issued to his father.
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In 1887 I was married to Miss Lajira F. Hensley, whose

-parents lived one mile south of Doan»3 Crossing on Red River.

I purchased the W« W» Cane house and we moved to Mangunu There%
*

we lived until 1895 when I bought A»A. Broadies claim of a

'hundred and sixty acres and moved there* On this claim was a

log house with a ahed room and chimney o All is still standing

and is part of my present house, except the chimney, 'which I

tore down recently to'use as building material about the f

place.. . tn this house Miss Belle Bioadie was married to George

Briggs in 1889, The homse was built in 1886» My friend George

Briggs lives in Granite nowo When I finished my last term //

as Sheriff of Gr'eer ($ounty; in 1932 I moved back to Ahis plaoe/

my" old homestead, where I farm some, raise stock, visit with *

my neighbors and drive up to Granite and meet many of the old
I

timers* My wife and I enjoy the visits of our children and

grandchildreno °ne son, Jack Tittle, lives with us» I always

jiid—tiiinlrand do yet th'at this is th,e most beautiful location

in Greer Sounty and I am'glad it is my homeo

'Vw


