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IMERVIEW WITH Mr. Sam Todd
gy -
o Lo We Wileon, ¥ield Woxkor.

Mre Todd has enswered the questions uked and hes

8

‘,,mr

e

ng bomin Anderaéﬂ County Tennessee, came %o
the Indi'an Territory forty £ive years ago by train and ~
_ first settled et Muskogee, Indian Territory and in late
ynrs moved to my present address at Porter, Oklahoma.
mmn— Wesley Todd, ‘was-born and dled in ‘l‘m-

& '
i A

essee. B ~
MO?BER- Naxy a:anlding - Tcdd waa born 1n 'ronn-

o oasec an&*diedAn )loneater at the age of 90 yearf;
LIFB AND CUSTOMS

}*:\ T
The houses and School houses were prineipally of .

/ lég construction with large native_ stone ﬁmuplacos.
3 The r;l.o:ora ivai'e ihat wo called pnnohaon floors. The
seats u the school's were aplit loge with holes borgd |
" in each end and then small Jizbs were cut to 1t the | /
holes to make the legs for the seats or benches. /
Some of “¥hese Nouses and school's were builf also ‘
of rough nasive luxber, with the ordinary stone firc:

Places. . : . .

o
-
-

¢
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The principal farmm product ooneis ted og“cotton. ‘ .
and corn, howsver the reising of cattle and hogs was
the prlnc!.p,_al money prqﬂu‘oing industry at this ti:m. . .

Throughout the area wild gsms was in gbundance
sccording to the locaiity whether &t be in the {timber-
ed section or on the prairio’a. " We had squirrel,

* rabbits, deer. turkey, quail, wild pigeons, prairie °
chickens, coyotes, fox, mink, miskrats, O-posaum, ,
raccoon, and & few hlack be#. :

We had plenty of wlld bverries and fruits, nemely
blackberries, dewberxies, huckleberries, strewberries,
plums, and grapes. Ve also kad no troudle in securing
vi1d honey. In riding elong 1f we found a tree in which

- there was & bee gum and we desireg Yo go back at a later o
date to securs the honey e would\v:xaually ‘mark the thes

/' with the brend symbgl that we used on our cattle. and -

! that designated that; thet particulsr tres belongsd to
some one, and no one clse if they ea;na along would ocut
?he tres, end rob the bee; of the honoy;

I mentioned that we reised consideradble mc;unt of
bogs, and this was sccomplished by. turning two or three

gilts, end boar loéao in the woods in your mark, end of
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.course these would ‘;mltiply,‘ and you would slweys »
have plenty of meat. These hogs ran loose &nd lived
principelly on the mass. (acorns, nuts, roots, gress,
an;i herbs)
| SURIAL GROUNDS
I do not reeall 1n my travel'a over the territory

£

eny old buriai ground. On- each yench or homs place  _
evory one had thair ow: inds.vldull cenetery.

\_

I man that at about the present loestion of

the Beptist Hospitel at sixth end Pondulae Street, fnm ° Cﬁ-

. »g_

- Muskoge®, Oklahoma, was.a cenetery and the graves were
dug up and the bodies moved tc the present Green Hill

. “ N

- cemetery in mskogee: Oklahome. ~ »
FORD AND FERRIFS < o

The Rabbit Yord wes across the Arkenses river et . .
"about the present. location of th.e Frfaco bridge east
of the eity 5t Muskogss, Oklehoua. We hed forla et n
. mearly a1} the stresms vhere we would ford our catile
but if they had eny neme Jof any significance I do not™
' recall 1¢, |
‘rho Nevina forx'y vas located on the Arkensas

river, fhe oaat landing buing Qn the usﬁ sida o? tho

Akaas nur the m\xm.or Gmd mver, and the west' g

. . "
. £ ~_ >0 \‘\\.\
“ . N
X AY

e e . A} —
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lending was neer the preseat Muskoges puxp station

juet north of Hyde Perk, This ferry was controlled, .

owned and o:;ra\tga by Mose Nevins, and his wife
" Julia Rovins. This ferry waé used for all stages
operating betveen Muskogeo, Fort Gibson, and Tahle~

‘qnah, Indian Territory. 1 |
The Rogera ferry was }.oaatad about two miles
down atrenm from the Nevina ferry oy kt about the
pneaent location” of the Muekogse Electric Traction
Company bxidge cast of the“villege of River 51 de.

This ferry was controlled, owied, end cperated by

SRS the hoger‘s brothers, connell, Andrew, Hugh, and

Alex Boaara.

The Hdmd.n, férry was located a short wvays dowm

a;rean rmm the Rogert's ferri. and was cperated by
.Toh.n ncud:i;and his brother,

' The cixoaki ferr;' was: £cTosa the Arkenses river
abou'c a nile and 3 quaz-ter east of the present town
of Haskell, Oklahoma. at sbout the praeent location
of the M@hway brldge on the Haukoll 1:0 Porter high
‘way, Thic wai g poli sqm but I oannot Tecnll at
thin time -who omd it dbus our ferrymen \'zho Tan it

,vaa abont a half dreed Creek Indian,

270
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The Lyno} fen's" wes across the Arkenses river &t
sbout the pruent highway bridge at Webbers I!alls. ¥nd-
.1an Territory. This Qerxry was con’emlla:., owned, and
oparated by Joe Lynch and Dr. Campbell,

TRALING POSTS

There was 8 trading post abou;c ‘one mile south and
@ mile west of the present tovm of Haskell, Oglahoma.
The nams of this trading post vas ‘sawdkle, -

This trading post consiqted of just the one aére,
e frame building twenty-five feet wide, mad fifty feet .
long. UThia was & Uni ted Sta;cea Postolffice and'of course T
, handleﬂd- all kinds of merchendise, Mr. E. B. Har;is was
the ?o_,atmster and merchant.’ This trading post no long-~
or exicts because when the Miéland Valley R;iimad built
throush *Shat ss«:ztion of the country, the toum of Haskpll,
| o}:lahoma, aprang up and the Pos'kofﬁca withia s short
time was moved to_Haake;l. ur. Ee Bs Harris, the old
Postmaster °f€ Sewokla is stiil in the mercantiie business:
lﬂd is located at I:Zaak.e'n‘,' Oklghonae

The (oncherty trading post was Iooated about four -
ldlu west and one and a half miles nor‘.‘h of the preaont
tow of Haskell, Oklahoma. 'I'hia trading posi_; congisted

of one building of los construotion with a large firee
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place and aleo was s United States Poetoffice, The-

' Postmaster was ah.old colored man, he may have been

pexd Creek Indien as the lcraak‘a‘ vere hard o distine
 gntsh due to théir marrying into eolored familioss
The Lee trading ;ost-ma located on Cane Creek
sbout threo milea; possibiy four, ‘seuth end esst of
the ‘prese;nt town of Boynton, Oklahome. There was no
Post;artieo at this/pdst however there wea an 01d log
cibhl: in which the Oreck Indisns held their Courts.

©. POADS AND TRAILS

The }Ld\mzakogee Indan Terri tory f&o lgeol
Im.uan Territory rosd. Come out of Muskoged at the
pz-eaent~ wvest bknmlgee Street in the torn ;f Muskaq ee,
Oklahoma and go Que \gcst tc the old Pecan Creek Miasion,
on Pesan Creek,_\thclmee in a southwest direction across
Cloud creek,thience vest to the treding post at Les, and

f.'contimxng in a wasterly A rection 4o Okmlgoé. There
wae at Lee a atage stend wun by & Nr, Barnett who would
aerve meals end care for the h;;rs'es ‘o.f' the stege é.rivera.'
This n; known as tha halg vey ctage atend. The meil was
carried by horse back from this stage stand on in to ‘ok-
mlgeo, The c'ld Miskoges to Fort Gibson road. Go eant

out-of Stud:oseo at about the prcaent' Gidason Street in



. , -?-
.Lm&ogee. Oklehoma, due east until you intex;sécted.tho
old @gﬁa road on the ru}gé which is sbout three quart-
ors of a mile easgt of the present Oklailoma School for
. the mh& end thenod 1n @ northesst direction to the
Nev.tns forry contiming northesst near the easi dbank

of the Crand River until you came to & point about one-

quarter of & mile resent-Frisco depot in

T

Fort | n, Oklahoma and ‘thence eeat into Fort @ISM"
+-"1 never traveled this road farther, howerer I kuew that
it conttnued’ on‘ tc the Cherckee e.q':i'bol at Tahlgqnah.

The old Chesotah, In_digxi Territory, to Okoulges,
Inmmg Terri torxy, ‘roaﬂ. Go 'oﬁt of the presont town of
" Ghecoteh, Oklshoms, in & mortavest direstion forfing all
| oredks including Rk cr,eek: until you cmme %o the t;ie:di_;zg
post e$ Lae and theﬁce’ waat,to‘()fcmlé;.z )
° “ RANCHES
The Spaulding rench was located on Cloud Creek end
they handled about ten thousand head of cattls yearly.

This was known &s the Lasy 5. Rench because tuey brended

their oattle with the Lazy 5 on the wright hip snd loin.

.Thc foreman of this ranch et one Vime wtf_é Jim‘_'(sarraw.

T AT e s
NV ghiaag St
Rl

»

and also my brother Jo d. Todd, ccmonly known as Al

s

Y 2
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Tcdd‘ vas foreman, Sote /;f our cow.punchers and horag
wrengl ers were Bud Haﬁ,.?leaa Towngend, Greenycc}.oé-'-
key and our eolebratéa and well known brones bu;ter the
man who }é\ﬂi sit in the saddle ali day long; and never
grow tired was (Jim ¥iller" and izvsqlf Sam Todd I worked ‘““ -
on this ranch seven years at ‘onp stretoh, . -
| The C. ¥, Tamer ranch was 1oaated‘on t;e hesd of

Pecan Creek anﬁ‘handleé sbout five thousend head yesrly.

'IQ 8 rench joined the Lazy 5 :{'emeh gbout five niles ‘on ‘ '\%
the east, This wes known es the Three Ber rexch because \ ‘
they branded thelr cetile mw bars on the thighe '

—~——— i

The forasan of this rench was Tom Johuson end 1 remembe‘; O )

one of the cow punshers being J‘oe Piekrord.

The Severs raz.ch wan loeatea about thirty pilea west -
of Muskogee at the foo% of COncharty Mountain. This was
known as the S. F. Rench becanse they bmded their cattle

with the letters S. F. on the Fight hip. S. Fe waé also

the initiasl of Mr. Severs, they ht;ndled about fifteon
thousend head of ca‘ctié yearly on thisg rasuch, The foreman
of the reuch was Edd Hert. At this time 3t was possible -

%o ride = horse from the Lazy S. Ranch to the S. F. Rench,

.& digtance of fifteen or tweuty wtios and never ross . —

!

fences The greas on these two ranghes were up to a horses.
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would be covered

3

head flies wers /so bed $hat a horse/
’ with blood f1om the fiy bites, and/thia was parti‘culu-

/'quy more noticable on '@ white hm/ae. The eattle on

the Lazy/S. and the S. F) in the day bime would take

refuge in the timber al‘ng the oreeks to stay away as

me ’az; poz}aible, from %hese green heads, and they were -

deghty he/n‘d to handle éuring the day on this account,

byt as the aim crept daz behind the Mountain the catile
8

~emerge back into open end would do their great-
ex/part of thei r grazi}Zg at night, .

mlges, Indian Territory. _This was & small ranch

iandled two or three thousend cattle yearly. '

the Half Moon becsise that was the brend of their cattle.
The foreman of this ranch was ¥yeaik mlfﬁdéo. ‘ ‘
.. ‘The Nip Blackstone ranch was located southesst of the _
px'osmt..'tovn.o\t Koefton, Oklﬁzemeg%n Georgie Fork Oreek /

/-
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and .handled about five thousénd head of ‘cattle yearly.
This wes knp{:n as the 131. Be Ranoh, due to the eattl?
being- brafded with an N. Be = " . <
}"lyb/'coorgo Zznfall Rench ‘.v"‘as’ lo’eeted gsouthea t of
Mar) /é.e on Rattlosnake jB.!:‘:i:;mif:;ain, end handled only two
oyéree thouaand head of cattf% ~year1y, this was known
/és the Ber Z Rench because t,heir oattle was branded with

Y

tha lottpr Z and a bar, -
Th% Lewis Jobe Ranch wss loc’a'tad,near the pm;ent;‘\ . »

fowm of Summit, Oklshoma, ar @me& Mountein, end was

Knowh ss the Ox.Rax-aoh,pdue to their bi'éx\idinigiﬁheir cattle

with 0.X This was 8 smll !anch 9&6 handled omy a

feow thoueand hesd yearly. I* remembar om time thet I

want over tc see Mr. Jobe at Ghimy vountain and bought

a teu hundred head of cattle. Mr. Jobe now nves ebout

m @’, 7x}orth of bmsi?ogee, OKIahoma.
The Edd Halaoll Fanch was loeated Qn Cedar Creek

end handled about five thousend head of cattle ,yearly.

I cennot recell tye owvner of this ransh but thoy brandod‘

their cattle with e ‘spikc Se On each of these ranches -

was céxwt-mctod s bunk -hénae, cook shack, atadles, ‘ */m

several sheds with e corral. The buildin;s were usually
built out of logs, end sugh lumher, end corral usually
. ) . —~— )
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. fenced with gplit redl, éomo 'of the larger renches had

cottages in vhieh the aﬁparintendent and foreman and

‘the!.r fumiltu lived. 'rhe organization eonsiated or t

auperintendant, i.n the evont the mv;(or did pot live-

there, foremen, cook, horse wrengldr, end range ridere,

~iich we usually referred to as cow boys or cattle

N

:-‘,,h

punchera.

Onxf .éoéiel affairs donsisted of dances, dbarbecue,

stomp dences, dall _g'ame,;ct‘:mp meatings, horse gécing, . ‘ )

foot racing, and’ ehuredl - T

Over on the ter side of the 8. F. Rench, the Creek f
= A . .
Indians sach yeer would have a stomp dence, and barbocue.

.

ey uauany berbecued eattle, and the nbat after 1t was

,barbeouod vas anything but vsholescmz or sanitary, beeausa

* they used no diacrotion 1n the pzeparution of their

- meat and d;ldn't eam ma ch whcth.r it was cooked or not,

-

e

and I heve nqa thm gnavzng on a piecs of neat with
the blood triokling dom their am., A stomp eanoo uanally

a e |

flastcd thres da'ya and during one of these days, tharc

‘was a dey .dosigzggtoiuus medictno day, snd the men and _

not the wamen would drimk the medfeime until they would

Se

v

v o . .t
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yorit, I do not kuow whofhur or not this was par’c of

their religious corcrnony or not. on this particuler

medicine day they y:'ould mako'-a long line out of #fshes ’

and should any of then cross this line of ashss théy qé‘i-o

gubjected to & fine, - - ’
The Cnek Ind'ian ball geme wes often Qlayaé axrd ‘phéy ‘

usuelly would peint themselves and wesr only e breech

cloth. The color of the paint was t;e ordinary red and

yellow. < .‘ L o L
The whtta poople usually hed their camp meotinpa ! |

separate and (distinot rrcm the Creck Indi'an'a cenmp

meetings, and then of ‘Gourse at $imes fhey would have.

-

Joint meuﬂgs and. overyone would ;articipate. These
camp maung; uaunuy luated ror t\:) or three weeks, and
wore held ~nder bmah arbors. ]
+ o g : e
ff U mARRnaEs ,
/ Ido not know sll of ‘the negessary proparatiena
j requm& by the Cmak ".e in order for white people or
coloxeﬂ pooph . mur-mrry with tham: X know‘ lots of
them wo aay ‘they wore married, end lind togather without
any ceremonys Coymon law vives azd husbends were more o
.froquont I bo,lim uong tho Creek Indians than any or tho
: otﬁ‘or tribes, .due to thoir mixing with the Negro race,

[ ]
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SCBOOLS

I never unt to echool in the Indian Territory, -
bug I do remember one time of tak;.ng up s subscription
to build & school on Tom Mary's pleoe near Forn HMountein.
The 6chool was finslly constructed and it wos given the
nene of'fcum Spring 8chool. Children attending this
m;hool were requireqd m ray one dollar a month. This
school no longer exists. ~ :

The Pecan Mission was located weat of Muskogee,
Indieﬁ Territory, on Fsgen Creek and was built principally
for the negroos by the Cresk sohool funds. ruzz Hevicins
was the superintendsnt of thls‘ {sc:hocl and al‘e-c’; Lald
church and Sunday eoh&ol. I remember one time, ;m a |
Sunday morning, on my return %o the Leo trading pos.t\
on horss back, as I had driven gattle the day defore to
mak;ée;r ;h/;% I noticed before resch ng the Pecen
R Mission e number of coyktes in tne hor,§ of cattle nesr
the nmission, a:.nd 1 knew that Puzg ovnec; 8 mumber of
‘wolf hounds (gweyhounds) end I stopped at;tne ¥isslon
and tolc,! him of the {inocident ev(on thoeugb ho wes having
unday "achool. and he immédiateiy Gismissed the
Snnday school called his hound. “end the ccyote hnnt

started. We eaught two oi‘ them that morning.

g

Q
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The Tallekasna Mission was locsted in the -

preeont' town of Tallshassa .axid Miss Alies Robinson

~ was in charge of this mission. Miss Robinson was:
well known to ell the peopie in Eastem. Oklehomsa ,' -
&t her death for she had a few years ;;réviously been « ‘

elected as lady Congress woman to the United “tates

Cong ( ‘
- »
‘l‘hs cm%phan Asylum wag loceted just z

/
outside of the pmesent city 1imi ta of Okimlgee

a Okilghonia.,“ end & 1ittle northeast of the city. I
cannoi;\btatte the yéar’ in which ﬂ; was rebuilt becauaé .

- the oi'lginalz asylun was partly burned at one time and

' vas:._r‘eiuil-tk/by ¥r. Henry've‘gel, who now lives some
.place 1n Muskoges, Oklahomas (See the report that

I, L. We Wilaoq.mde regarding the interview with

s -

Mr. Vogel )

—
~

\ cm‘.m mwsmncm CEIEFS ' T oA

%ome or the Creek Chiets vero Moty Tiger,
‘-Perryman. Ischarapcha Childors, and Pleas Porter.
k‘ , N . - LI

.I’b.oéame. very well acqua’ipt{éd ;ith Chief Porter,

end perticipatec meny times with him in & deer hunt.
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.The Creeks had en’ oraaniz&tion tn suppresa

s

‘. ¢

law1easnegs kni;n asci%e Yizht Horse Organi,ation and

€ronnie burnhv/waa +hn princivsl chsarscter 1£ " thi o

.

. 118 o
‘orgenizatimm. . '“ny had & vhipPine WOBt loc¢ ated* nesr

the tradine nnat of !pe. Comrt was held in a log

cebin v en ~1d Heern fudewe whor we cow hande celled

e -

j ugsT Ceprge. “he 1ight horee woulc usually cstel 'a?

b
-

raonte rdealine anc)try them bhefore “wmgsr Neorss, and
1 v

«
. ’

when septences were pronounced the judee would advise

¢+ " how v any _licvs they ware to pot After they had been

whi »ed *hey m¥11¢ relesss them -to gn theirv way.

+ . . * K R %‘“.

Mt shouid this re%ere _puni shment not «vesi ther
T rom etaa?ina, the next ti'e thet they wers brought .

hefre old ~ugar~§.eﬂrs?e the Jndce hP woulc sentenca

- . e e s

~ - -

thew to & ahot. 11 1 reeall riﬁht,“$ohq West,  who

»

Q * O L. . - e

at 'one time vwas Nl ted. “tALEs Tarsnar, usual Ty -

~
.

the whippine =t this vrat, 1 uhderstand thet Joan

‘est haa- s reletive named "ick “eat, whe is on the

e v - ©
N

-~
~ B - - hd

'§hskogee‘policé force.ih the city of hugkogee,
oklehoms, wt thig time.

> remémber one dr¥ I rode in tq lee, and

-

-d

- -

‘5ﬁoticed_¢ erowd over.sround the 59g.cabin I”tiéd
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my horsze gnd went over My were tr g gone rrany
Wianeag, na ! stanped in the dont o nave . fh vypht
et tarine n‘{" wy bat, one rlg ougrl Ueolge 18 ‘veethn

. .

4

} Le mrrerted .and they A arrest v oAl tvier por

thel sn theve 19 eoate ¥ 00 RN PLIRE BRI

. B

. .
t e . . " ’
ot IERA

heemes 1T owani dr «t¥n

the ipnefene over thoe Terad ook [EATARES
ey tUe ma b Tpvwz were ponogynin’ thee oopn
‘ . . : ’
+ bepnce oa afpte,  in 100 tpe D ifec eriles oroe
~ ~y

e . - e -
congtiiuntiona . monTe tian apn wentd PYZRSTE B ~_ﬂ9(‘§7 - -

. .' . . - N ] ) -~
celegatea to the r cevap tlan £a ha held in T yakagea : »

- -~
. - . -
B »

131

in 1o Teriitsry on nugnat L thei Yeev. 1T 1

- - . o

« - © . = ; . .
voe 1t 1{ ecorrdedly, nesvliy 11 the delegates ma%,

v
‘o

— R ] L

Thieh ware ok oui o hmnatrad end Sy o Troe four
. e = -
= . -t ’

. S
T RyiTAR T T ¢En L TapTT st s Bire whieh

[ H

e .

*
N e . . . . ) e N .
Caetrite di¢ 0 1 oparticinate’ hat awle Ced pod gleeted |
‘ \ ‘ . . ) - ‘ hd
Jeox Covter oL T ar, tHedr oveatdent pvd
» . * ‘ L}
. L Y .

I
-

ey, puath. T 1 Peay, LIy oy e | et -

~

. Tlex ot

~>

convertion.,  hey weni fni~ seesion vl venb2d 0
) . v ‘ , . ¢

‘¢henge the newe o the territory to' the name o & v
. L. . 4 . ;-su

atete,  to be callad Sequoyeh. This name was left to “%he
L s Y . he /ﬁ)'_: .

vote .qf‘ the'co'nv.eﬁﬁon end 1% cax;x‘ied.' 1%t was finally

submi tted ¥o Congress, but 1t was

never acteli upon.
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ALLOTMENTS, PLYMENTS, ANNUITIES. -

7 The Creek Nation, I suppose as far as land /

L] t L3

value was concerned, was sbout the«samezﬂffsé‘per

acre bectuee I know that each Creek received s P

-
*

huadred and sixty acres of land.

'the Rweedman payment was made to the negro,

vhich c:me under the Freedman act, in 1897 at
Fort cibsomn, Inaian 7Terrivory. I do not know what R

- smount eny of them drew. . - :

4 i

v, after the allotments were made in the Cl;ék .

petion end veing & cow men, as I was, i} became

K D .,

“Recessary to go sbout to get the consent from the

-

: SN ' ' :
owier’'or the allc es gs 1t was, Tozp the permissien :
L N hd .

"' %o graze our cattle oa thair ground,—and of” gourse

——

- — e

: = _
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