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INTERVIEW WITH Mr* Sam Todd

', L. w« Wilson, f i e ld Worker.

Mr* Todd has answered the question* asked and has

volunteered the following information:*

I was borruin Andereon County Tennesseei came to

the Indian Territory forty five years ago by train and

f i r s t sett led at llaskogee, Indian Territory and in late

years cored to my present address at Porter* Oklahoma*
/ . • > . • . . ,

FATHER- Wesley Todd, was*born and died in T*nn-

essee* " " * . . ^

MOTHER- Mary fifcauiaing - Todd was born in Tenn-

essee ana-died In McAlester at the age of 90 yearfi£

LIFE AND CgST0?̂ 3

The houses and school houses were principally of v s

/ log construction with large native stone f ire-places.
i.

The floors were what we callsfi puncheon floors* The

seats in the school's were split logs with holes bored

in each end and then s«el\ Juntos were cut to f i t the

holes to sake the legs for the seats or benches*

Sons of "these houses and school's were built also

of rough natiTe lumber, with the ordinary stone fire-

places.
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The principal farm product consisted of cotton,

and oorn, however ,th© raising of cattle and hogs was

the principal money producing industry at this t i c s . .

Throughout the area wild game was in abundance

according to the locality whether it be in the timber-

ed section or on the prairie's* We had squirrel,

* rabbits, deer* turkey, quail, wild pigeons, prairie ?

chickens, coyotes, fox, Eiiik, soiskrata, O-posoua, ,

raccoon, and a few, black bear*

We had plenty of wild berries and fruits,,namely

blackberries, dewberries, huckleberries,.strawberries,

plums, and grapes* We also had no trouble in securing

wild honey* In riding along if, we found a tree in which

-- there was s bee gum and we desired to go back at a later

date to secure the honey we would usually nark the tree

with the brand symbol that we used on our cattle, and

that designated that} that particular tree belonged to

some one, and no one else i f they cam along would cut

the tree, and rob the bees of the honey*

X mentioned that we raised considerable amount of

hogs, and this was accomplished by, turning two or three

gi l t s , and boar looae in the wood* in your nark, and of
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course these would multiplyB and you would always

hare plenty of meat. These hogs ran loose end lived - ,

principally on the mass, (aoorns, nuts, roots, grass,

and herbs)

BPRIAL OROONDS - '• •

I do not recall In my travels over the territory

any old burial ground. On each ranch or home place

every ona had their o n individual cemetery* __

I do recall that at about the present location of

the Baptist Hospital at sixth and Fondulao street, In '

Huskoge*, Oklahoma, was.a cemetery and the graves were

dug up and the bodies moved to the present Green Bill

cemetery in Muskogee, Oklahoma*

* *
v

ypHD AND
The Rabbit ft>?d was across the Arkansas river at

about the present.location of the Frisco bridge east

of the c i ty of Maskogee. Oklahoma* we had fords at n

nearly all the streams where we would ford our cattle

but i f they had any name .'of any significance X do not"

resell i t ,
* • * > » #

The Nevina ferry waa located on t£e Arkansas

river* the east landing being t?n the east side of the
• . • h • *

Arkansas near the mouth of 02«nd fliver, and the west'
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landing was*near the present Muakogee pmap station

just north of Hyde Perk* This ferry was controlled,

owned and operated by Kose Keying, and his wife

Julia Rovina* This ferry was used for all stages

operating between Musk ogee, Fort Gib-eon, and Table-

queh, Indian Territory*

The Rogers ferry was located about two mllea

down stream from the Nerine ferry or at about the \

present location of the Mudcogse Electric Traction

Company bridge east of the village of River Side*

Tnis ferry was controlled, omec, and operated by

the Roger1 a brothers, Connell, Andrew, Hugh, and

Alex Rogers,

The MoMtkin ferry was loeetad a short ways down

stream frost the Roger's ferry• and was operated by

John Mcilakln and hi a brother*

The Choski ferry was- ecross the Arkansas rlvsr

about a mile and a quarter east of the present tcwn

of Haskell, Oklahoma, at about the present location

ct the highway bridge on the Haskell to Porter high-*

This wait ft poli -4*e f̂y but % oannot recall at

tine -who owned i t but our ferryaan vtia ran i t

,waa about a half breed Creek Indian*
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Lynojf ferry was across the Arkansas river e«

•bout the present highway bridge at Webbera Falls» Ind-

ian Territory, This ferry was controlled, owned, and

operated by Joe Lynch and Sir* Campbell*

TRAGIMG POSTS

*

There was a trading post about one mile south and

a mile vest of the present town of Haskeil, Oklahoma.

The name of tai s trading post was SawOkle.

This trading post consisted of just the one store»

a frame building twonty-fiTO feet wide, aad fifty feet .

long. This was a United states Postoffice and of course

handled al l kinds of merchandise. Mr. £• B. Harris was

the Postmaster and merchant* This trading post no long*
• •

er exists because vhon tha Midland Valley Railroad built

through t̂hat section of the country, the toim of Haakftll,

Oklahoma, sprang up end the Post off ice vithin a short

tint «ea $owd to Haakell. nr. K. B« Harris9 the old

Postmaster at sairakla i s s t i l l in the mercantile business

and i s located at Heekell, Oklahoma*

The Conoharty trading post was located about four

nile* west and one and a halt odlds north of the present

toro of Haskell, Oklelioiac, This trading post oonaisted

of one building of log eonstruotlon with a large fir*-
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place and also was a United states*Poe toff i c e , The~
r ,

' Postnaster mis ah. old colored man, he may have been

part Creek Indian ao tha Crook* a were hard to d i s t in -

guish due to the ir marrying into colored families*

The Lea trading post, was located on Cane Creek

, about three miles , possibly four, south end east of

the present town of Boynton, Oklahoma* There was no

Postoffice at t h i s post however there was an old log

cabin i n which the Creek Indians held their Courts.

: BOAPS ASP TRAILS

The old Kue&ogee Indian Territory to Okwilgee
Indian Territory road. Come out of Huskoge* at the

present vest Oknailgee s treet in the tern of
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Oklahoma and go due treat to 1iie old Pecan Creek Mission,

on Paean Creek, thence in a southwest direction across

Cloud Creek,thence west to the trading post at Lea, and

continuing In a westerly direction to Okaailgee* There

was at Lee a stage stand run by a Dr. Baraett who would

serve meals, and care for the horses of the stage drivers*

This was known as the half way stage stand* The na i l was

carried by horse back from thi 3 stage stand on In to Ok*

mulgee. The old Itaskogee to Fort Gibson road* Go east

out of Muakogoe at about the present Gibson Street i n
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Muokogee, Oklahoma, due east u n t i l you intersected, the

old TflXaa road on the rlcjg© which i s about three quart-

era of a mile east of the present Oklahoma school for

the blind and thence in a northeast direction to the

Netins ferry continuing northeest near the east bank

of the Grand RiTer unt i l you came to a point about one*

guarter of a Bile_west~~6r tne pros^nV^risco depot in'

Fort Gibson, Oklahoma and thence east into Fort Gibs<m,

'*• I nerer traveled t h i s road farther, however X knew ,that

i t continued on te tne Cherokee Capitol at Tehloqueh,

The old Checotoh, Indian Territory, to Oktaulgee, •

Indian Territory, road* Go out of the present torm of

f Checotoh, Oklehoraa, In e northwest direct ion fording a l l

creeks including Klk Cre«k. unt i l you oein© to the trading

post at Lee and thence vest to

The Spaulding ranch was loc ated on Cloud Creek and

they handled about ten thousand head of c a t t l e yearly.

This was k&om es the Laay s . 'Ranch because they branded

the ir c a t t l e with the Lazy 3 on the r ight hip and loin*

Tht foremen of thi a ranch at one tlrae w^a Jim 0&rratt,

and aliio aiy brother J« A« Todd, ocaanoaly known as Al <
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Todd was foreman* soci© of our cow-punchers and horse
d /

wranglers were Bud H&Xl,. Pleas Townsend, Greeii jioCloa-

key and our celebrated and well known bronoo buster the

man who could s i t in the saddle a l l day long, and never

grot? tired wag (Jim Killer" and myself Sam Todd 1 worked
9

on this ranch seven years at one stretch*

The C- W# Turner ranch wae located on the head of

Pecan Creek end'handle a about five thousand head yearly.

This ranch joined the JLazy S ranch about five miles on <

the east. This waa known as the Three Bar ranch because \

they branded their oa i i l e ^ith three bars on the thigh* '
The foreMan of this ranch was Tola Johnson and 1 remember

one of the cot? punchers being Joe Pickf ord«

The Severs ranch vas locate a about thirty a i l as rest '

of Muekogec at the foot of Concharty Mountain* This was

known at the S. F. Ranch because they branded their oat t ie

with the l e t ters 8« F. on the f i^ i t hip* 8* F. wes also

the i n i t i a l of &r* severs, they handled about fifteen

thousand head of c s t t l e yearly on th is reach. The foreman,

of the raiajh was Edd Hart. At th i s time i t was possible «

to ride a hors* from tue Lazy S* Banoh to the s* i?'. Hanch,

a distance of f ifteen or twenty {olies and never cross ft

fence* The grass on these two ranches were up to e horses
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side in height, and there ^ore times that the green

head fl ies were/so bed jfcat a ho?ae/ would be covered

with blood from the fly bites, end/this was particul-

arly more nbticabW on a~ white hoWae. The cattle on

the Lazy S. and the S. F* in the day time would take
/ / 7

refuge in the timber along the creeks to stay away as

mrch as possible, from these green heads, and they were -

Ighty bWd to handle daring the day on this account,

jit as /the sun crept down behind the Mountain the oatile

would emerge back into the open and would do their great-

ig at night.

Bluford Miller ranch was west of the^Conoharty

haadied/ten thousand head of cattle yearly* <

name of the foreman or the brand

-ased*

ranch'was located nine miles southeast

of OkBUl£ee, Indian Territory* This was a snail ranch

and only handled two or three thousand cattle yearly*

do not rajtfsnber the owner cf this ranch but i t was called

the Half lloon because that- was the brand of their cattle.

The foreaan of this ranch was Frank Selfridge.

v „ The Nip Blackttone ranch was located southeast of the

present torn of Kesftoa, Oklahoma? 'on Georgia Fork Creek
t



- 1 0 - (

'"' . ' 276

and handled about five thousand head of cattle yearly.

-This was known as the N. B. Ranoh, due to the cattle
' / • * J f "• ' ' ' >

being-branded with an N, B» * " • ' , ^ I

The 'George Zufell Bench w W located southeast of

' / * ' • / '

fAiF>fgee on Rattlesnake Mountain, and handled only two
/or'three thousand- head of cattle -yearly, this was known .

/as the Bar Z Ranch because* t̂ heir cattle was branded with

the let ter Z and a bar.

The Lewis Jobe Ranch was located near the present ~ \ .

town of Sunoit, Oklahoma, $ t ^imnay fountain, and was

known as the Ox Ranch^due to their branding their cat t l e '

with O.X This was a snail tench end handled only a

few thousand heed yearly. X~ rejnembW one tike that 1

want over to sen Mr* Jobe at Chimney Mountain and bought
^ « '•

a few hundred head of cattle* Mr* Jobe now l ives about

two intlTea north of Ku'sfcrog&e, Oklahoma*

The Edd Halsell Ranch was located on Cedar, Creek

and handled-about five thousand head of cattle ^yearly. .

I cannot recall the o*ner of this ranch but they branded

their cattle with a spike s . On each of these ranches

was coni; true ted a bunk house, cook shack* stables,

several sheds with a corral. The bulldings were usually

built out,of logs, and jough ?-Wi%©yi *nd corral usually
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fenced with s p l i t ra i i . some of the larger ranches had

cottages in which the superintendent and foreman and

their families lived* /fne organization consisted of t

superintendent, in the event the oir^er did not l ive 1

there, foreman, cook, horse wrangler, and range riders,

Tui.ch we usually referred to as cô w boya or cattle

punchers. . „-*. \

SOCIAL AFFAIRS!

Our soolel affairs consisted of dances, barbecue,

. - • I •
stomp dances, ball go&e^caop meetings, horse racing,

foot racing, and" church*. - *

.-.,0v6r on the far side of the S. F. Ranch, the Creek

Indians each year would have a stomp dance, end .barbecue*
* ' . ' • . '

They usually barbecued cattle., and the meat after i t was
' i ' •• •

barbecued vez anything but uaoleetome or sanitary, because

they used no discretion in the preparation of their

meat and didn't «are anch v,he»her i t wak coofeed. or not,

and I hfive seeji then gnawing on a piece of neat with

the blood trickling down their ana. A stoop dance usually

lasted three days and during one of these days, there

was a day designated aa medioine day, snd the Men and

not the women would drink the medicine unt i l they would
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I do not know whether or not thia was part of
• ' /

their religious c«rtniony or not, on this particular

medicine day they would nafre a long l ine out of •tjTshaa

and should any of them cross this l ine of asbee they wer«

subjected to & fine, -

The cirtek Indian ball game was often played and they

Ufualiy would peint themselves and wear only e breech

cloth. The color of the paint was the ordinary, red and

yellow. . ;

The white people usually had their camp meetings

separate and distinct from the Creek Indian*s cemp

meetings, and then of course at tiroes ĥ©y would h«ve<

joint meetings end ereryone.would participate. These

oanp aieetingo usually lasted for two or three weeks, and
/ *

t

were held 7.?,&r brush arbors.
MARRIAOES

i - - lil • H K W M M M W W H I t
I v •

J *

I do not know all of the necessary preparations

requireti by the Cr%fk <& In order for white people or

colored people to ljdter»isarry ydtk ihm* 1 knew lo ts of
' " . ' ' ' • ' ' " • • . -

thca wao say, they were married, end l i r td together without

any ceremony^ Copran law wires turd husbands were mot* J_

frequont I belieTe aaong the Crtei: Indians than any of tht

other tribes, due to their mixing with the Negro race.
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SCHOOLS

I never -went to echool i n the Indian Territory, '

but I do rej&emb'er one time of taking up a subscription

to build a echool on Tom Mary's piece near Fern Mountain.

The -school tras f i n a l l y constructed and i t wee given the

neme of GUM Spring Sohool. Children attending th i3

Bohool were required to pay one dol lar a month. This

school no longer e z i e t o .

The Pecan Kiaaion was located vest of Btocirogee,

Indien Territory, on Pecan Creek and was b u i l t pr inc ipa l ly

for the negrooa by the Creek sohool funds* l\izz Hawkins

was the auperlntendent of th i s school «n4 a lso fcald

ohttroh and Sunday sohool. I remember on<* tliae, on a

3unday morning, on my return to the Led trading post

on horse ^aok, aa ,1 had driven c a t t l e fthe day before to

, that I noticed before reaching the Peoen

Ms8ion a nunier of coyotes in the h#r,d of cattle neer

the ndssion, and I knew that Buzz owned a number of

wolf hounds (gveyhounda) end I stopped at the Mission
i

and t o l d him of the Incident even though ha was having

Sunday school , and he immediately dismissed the

Sunday sohool, ca l l ed h i s hounds, end the coyote hunt

started« we caught ttro of thecr tfcet moirnlng<
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The Tallahaa»a Mission was located In the

present town of Tallahassa ,end Wise Alice Robinson

was in charge of this mission. Miss Robinson was-

well known to e l l the people in Eastern Oklahoma

at her death for she had a few years previously been

elected ae lady Congress woman to the United rtatee

Congrjtfv.

Tha CreeK^Srphan Asylum was locnted j u s t , ?

outside of the pveaent c i ty liinits of Okmulgee

Oklahoma, and a l i t t l e northeast of the city* X

cannot st&to the year in which i t was rebuilt because «

the original} asylum was partly burned at one time and

wa.s rebuilt/by S3r. Henry "Vogel, who now l ives some

place in Rfuakogee, Oklahoma* (See the report that

I , L. W* Mlsox\tmade regarding the intendew with

^ ^ \ * ' ' CREM LAWS AND CREEK CHIEFS

.^ some of this Creek Chiefs were: Moty Tiger,

-Perryjnan»"l3oharapchd Cbildops, end Pleas Porter.

I* became, very well acqualrted with Chief Porter,
. • * - • >

and participated many times with him in a deer hunt.
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The Creeks had an'organization to suppress

• * » *

lBTsieBanê s known as-<^e light J'oroe Orgeniration and

ni'e_ Furr-h^ra? tn« principal character i ^ t h i s
'or/?fini7Btion. , "hay had 8 vhipjfinc post located*-near

* - • - m

the trfi<1i".f n^et of / ^e. C"»urt wgp he! <3 in n log

opbjn tv P I ^6 tie^r-n judfi-e whnir w en*? h8nd« celled
/4

~A\p.r,r Teor«e- "^he l ipbt hor^e wovii<"' irsuniiy catch '&n
• > •*

r^oMle f-<;eo'}iE«-' an<~;+-ry theT' before r!»ppr ^•eoir'^, end

T?>jen aentenpeo wrp prononnee^ the iudp'e would advisfe

hr,%% ' 3ny__Tipv-B they "?f»re to p-et After they had been

whi .v>e.d *bey wiili' r^ieesp thenr-to $?o the i r

t should- Ihis serere^puni shment not

oni ptaQ?insr, •Cne next t i ' e thf t they were brought
- ̂  *

}. o3 d -uger.^sorv'e, the ju<3fe,he would -sentence
.. .

the*; to ' -eahot . If-1 recall ri«*ht, .'ohn West,.who

at 'one time" •was 'ini te.a. - ta-celT t ol^sha 1, -Usual lv Hi u~r

tho whipping e.t thip o^st, 1 u'nderstfindvth8+» John
*

s-ft re la t ive nsnec* ' ick "ee t , vvĥ  ip on tne

police force. Ih tv>e ci ty of f/uskogee,
. . •

Okiehorns, «t thi^ time,

v remember one d^y I rode in to, l ee , and

-noticed a cro^d* ovsr-eround the |pg .cabin I , t ied
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v

ior.. he> went ini^ session tr..*. .br.iad t->

.the uaras o' th'e t#r'ritor> to* the naJ^ o 8

, ' to^be caUe,d sequoyab. This name was l e f t to -the

vote of the co>»yea.tiott and i t carried. I t was finally

uutwaitted to Congress, but it 'was nerer acted UJJOB.
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AU.OTMENTS, PAYMENTS, ANNUITIES'.

The Creek Nation, I suppose as far as land

value was concerned, was about the- same rjmce pe r j

acre because I know that each" Creek received a

hundred and sixty acres of land. " •
* * *

The Breedman payment *as'nade to the; negro,

which c-rae under the {•'reedman ac t , in 189? a t

Fort r-ibsoa, Inoian Terri tory. I do not knov what

• -• amount any of them drew. -' , *

* After the aliotiuents were made in the Creek

Watloa, end being a cow man, as I was, ijt became

* necessary to go about to get the consent from the
i;

o >vne r *or"t5e^"aTIc~e"e~a"3~tt~wars7~f o%^re p^rmissi-on

"/ "CO graze our ca t t l e on the i r ground,~and of * qoorse ,

we tr ied to get a largo acreage - • :.ltogether. For

this permission we sometimes traded the.-Indi'an

n >ony tvith no time l imit oivin some instances if-.
* ' ' '

to -do- so, in . ojcder.. tq ̂

acreage we would pay them fif teen cer*^ &a acre

yearly.
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industrious, home loving'end en ideal elderly

gentleman.

' Bavin* served a gre-ater ' , i r t of his life in- ^

the saddle working es a rancher "pad c c?v boy, his

lif4 wrsf devoted ?rircir"-Uy to the cattle industry.

no hee elwsys\becn influential in his

"cdmunity t-f-.'a criterion of. gro'; a. school t . fi*co(3 roads,

'wnd"good government, r.nc? in t i s lete y^ r s his

friends and. neighborr' *o ' ̂ e - end cherished him that

they elevated him to the office of county conmisaioner,^

.in ^aimor.Ccunty, t^ich piece he served far three

consecutive terms; doin; ior them and.giving to . .

them, all that was jnuienly possible "or their benefits

to enable them "to nariret their feia products, not only"

^.th main artery roads, bit vdthfeeder roads throughout

the county. In short he blotted aut the old cow t ra i ls

•v es 77011 as tue 01U

fords thet \e crossed snê  sv-amliis cet'tle, into roads

and bridges, thet tod8y,.cen be traveled by 'the latest

transportation-facili^ies-the,


