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TIGER-, MARTHA SCOTT. ' INTERVIEW*

Indian-pioneor History project for Oklahoma

Field worker*8 name Graee gelley

This report fcade on

1« Same Martha (Soott) Tiger

E.poat Offioe ad4ress Weleetka. Oklahoma Route t

g;fiepidenoe Three mllep east of ^eleetka ;

? BIhTg * 1890. v' •

* Place of birth ^tl?rg#'milee gast of J»e le s t^ t.^r.

Kae lived in th&t neighborhood a l l her l i f e . 47 years

" 6. JSteme of father iLambert Spott Born in

vhen eofflinfr on the "Trial of years**, thê r were orosslng the

Mississippi River on a raft. It 6aa?e apart and his mother

bad to swim the river with hi». he was 7 years old, she i s

buried in the soott Qemetery 1 h miles from hereCgiger home)

7. same of iaother Luey Bobertsbn Soott Close to .Veleetka
• \ . ' • " - — :

Born 1878 - s t i l l l iving • After she got through eohool at

taa^xt 5 mllQg froa her# and stayed with

Riley. Magt have been the Biley School. Lives l i mile& from here.

of eheste attaohod-
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Indian-Pioneer History Project a-

interview with Jfertfca 'JJiger Thoroas F. Meagher, Super*,
By Grace Kellcy, Fitld «o,rfeer 109 South a i

15,1927 . Tulsa,

Life of i&rtha Scott

n in t h i s neighborhood and have lived

have lived here'ever sAnoe. I wont to the Wetomka Board-

ing schooj.. H? f i r e t teaoher was my grandfather, Col»

William Boberteon, my second was Uncle joe Robertson,

The superintendents ohaogea lots* Mr. Atkins, Silo Posey

wero tvo X remember• JJtr. Swinaia was the l s s t one. I

have never been to a stomp 5ance or Indian t a l l Gams for

n\y parents wore Baptists ând thought they ftere s inful ,

ba^l never missed church, ffiiloptholoooo i s my town,

$hlewarthle. my church* Mother's Olan Kin i s Deer, mine

i s a Tiger. I always went to mother'« though, I could,

do ths.t, as wa were both four footed. If X had been a

bird I couldn't have gone with her* All four-footed can

go to the same meeting, all* two-footed can go to the

same but they can't go to each other's* Birds and Beaste

can't go the same meeting. Tiger oanrt roarry l*iger, Bird

can't marry Bird, they are relation* But figer can ®ar-

ry Bird, Beer or any other, just so they are not the same*
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Tiger ~-
v . •

Indian Wedding " '

<2 Thirty yeatfl^ago if an Indian couple 1 decided to

get majrried and they*belonged to the Church, they'd t a l l

all the church, members. Then a l l the church members would

decide if they t'nought i t would be a good match, man and

frife, and m>irx̂  them. They had no papers than as they .

have now bub* the $reaohar. would juet $ giv e "t̂ 1010 a g°o d

talking to . If the church members didn't think, i t would

be*& good matoli, they would-marry them but they would

watoh them and if the man would mistreat her, her rela* .

tion would go and get her and take her baok home. When

they star t to go together, they would find.oat what Clan

they belong to and if i t wa&. the same, they would say, .

fe oaa't go together for we are relation.1* But if they

were bl6od relation they could go together.

%'
.'_* ;t"X Indian Funeral •

an Indian would die their people would buy

lumber and make the coffin* They" would keep the corpse

at the house, and pat r£& ia the e\>ffin. The preaching

10aid be a t the house bat they would pray and fting at

the gravu-yard, The ©id-time Indian^ would sp l i t logs,,
that were about a foot in^.diameter, and knot oh them and

fece them to f i t , and build a li-ttle^hon&e orer th« grarf
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ISaxtha l i g e r
page 3 ".~ ~\ "

Then th«iy wouldn't go to the grave to decorate i t like

they do no*, tfhon several member8 of the church would <,

have died, they woulfi have n camp meeting, and preach ,;

another funeral for esch of them. One or /two on Satur-

day, one or two k.und*yf ~*nd one or two Sunday night f. t i l l

taqy had preaohed thero a l l . They would h**ve wine to drink* .

This mooting ccrQld be a year after the death, i t didn*t

matter. At nrafc eusjp i^estin^ after the death regardless ' '

of the time that K?-d ps.8Bed, The ooott Cemetery 1B a t

Maya's house. I t SKS started in 1889, you can't t e l l

anytK.ln.jfi about, the n13ft8t# ?h'; honssD ha73 dissj

and nothing remains but the rec&e. You can t e l l

the ones from 1900 on down. «?he Indians lilwi to have the

dead put olo$e to their homes, T/hi8 one keope getting : /

eloeer to the house for "two families bory thero. There

is a division, Iifc.o a rasia ia the ceater. !&« friead's ^

fapily bury away from th<s*hoase end the Sccftt relation

sbnry eaeh one toward the house. *¥hQa taother's'child died

they buried i t in the yssrd, arid this woman was like a

Bister to h&r, BO when her child died t,hey buried i t there

with a division between and the cemetery has grown each

year. Mama e t i l l lives there*
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WetoaKa w&& o«i c losest trading froat/.Skere wag

Sagsr Jim Bsxaett'e Store bat wo never went there except

when we ran otit of something and oonldri*'t get to wat arnica •

?/6 fiidnH

#at.eonville «̂ *u feetwaea where UBBtio ond tlae 3S

lo now. ,?9 got oar iKsli there. rj?hex0 was a

chop aaa «i doctor, but ths store ws& l i t t l e , iust so^a, to*

sv.<ih# Tha f^d^^* doctor was j;r« Ir^ Hoberteoa of

, now. Ha liv«d in a tent then. He »«snie<! Lana

Bsceon, r» aohool to^oh^r, an XaSian g i r i . Her ei?tey». Kettle

ar*d uilxS wexo Stjaool toachoxs,too, - ' -

vh«n anyone wftnt̂ d to build a hoaeo f*ll of the ne ••'

neighbor & v-oulU go with the it %agoae, polled by OXOG, to

Euiaula fox the iaroborr-Thftxe wo aid be &i>L ox seven wagons.

with two ox four oxen to the wagon, i f on* wagon wa& hoarier

than the others, they would change the oxen a round, eo oa«

t«a-m troulfin't have to do a l l of the hard work*
* * * *

walnut le«t«B and halle and Poke'ilJeiriee were

for djre when we »ant€.o to dye oar quilt linings*

There if a creak about % s i lo and a ha&f west

hera% i t emptis» into the Mrer t the water i sn' t ealty hat

the hanke are, When i t gets hot weather i t boile ap and the

to
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Indian Kecipiee

aofkey
r/

Take Flint corn, shell i t off of the cob and when

you £et ready to use i t , you pat it- in cold water, neat i t

to take the husks off, that will brinp i t to g r i t s . «vhen

- making, pat a pot of water on the stove, when i t i s jest

about to boil, put the eoltey gri ts in. A'hen half done

<3ri[. Borne ^Bhet̂  it.to the softey. (<ve axwâ fc have & backet
; - • - • ' •

with some holee in the bottoratpGt strhes ic i t sr«i poar

some wst*.r OVGI then .̂ rhe water that drips through the holes

is lye.) £Gap ctirif«£ i t ant i l i t s done. ijut i t in ,n jar

and 861 i t ^oido until next day and drink the liquid. Most

puople don'o like i t when i t gets BO or. X think l t 'B hotter

when i t ' s two or tare© days old, 'jfte man. sat around and

Bmoko and drink bofkey. The per portions aro: three buokets

of wator, in washpot, one gallon of gr i t s and one cirp oil
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fc Cornbre&d

Soak Soffcey fcrit* overnight in water9 take out

and drain the water otat. Dee a f i l ter or eeive eo the water
\

wil l come oat an£ leave the corn in. Brain for two or three
1hoars* #e beat i t then\, yon ooald grlnft i t in a food chop*

per if yon wanted to, into meal. 5&fce the grits of i t and

aook like mash, then mi\s with the meal part* Set overnight

aftex#oooking and I t is\read^ to e&t* You pat «ada in i t

salt, like other oornbread.

one half gallon^ of strong'fiohe&$ s i f t the©

pat in ono «nd a half g^lions of wator* rut in a gallon of

Indian j?loar oorn ix& keep\8fciring antil the hasJis ooss off

Thea take.oot and wash t i l l the eater COKGU clear* Beat (or

-grinri) to make s seal , Gleali eomo corn" shucka or field pea

halls , bars thsta^ and mix with tiie ooxntae«l« Cne

to ever̂ r half gaii^a* 3&at i^ to aake tae dark *~o i t

that i t ia Blao Duraplicgc. ^afca some'wr.ter, ^bcnt a h
/

and let i t ooae to the fcoil* Mis the blue dar l ings

in the boiling w^ter^then roll i t into bulls and drop in-

to boiling water and coon t i l l tihey are done.

$ot&*$ Qotn ie a Flint corn* derd and emooth*

Indian floor coin ia a large kernel,rough look


