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Life of a Cowboy in the Early Days.
xRk Rk
.My parents were F. R. Thomas, born in Georgia, and
Sallie Beaver Thomas, born in Texas, Father was a farmer<.
™ " There were thirteen children in our family. I was born in

/

Texas, August 4, 1867,

-

I moved to the Indian Torritory with.my nts in

We stopped at Purcell tor about a month, ally -

\
UL
ing at Alex on the Washita River in éW Péntotoc

ﬁy, Ohickasaw Naticn., Thers was a post 'otfice thers, =~

mai being dbrought rran’\Paula Valley on a horse overy

hickasha now stands, Tha connncho/-ébiekasaw Iine yas

four mileos west of this old stora. Thore was notb.}/ng be-

tween Ohiockasha sud Anadnrko oxodpt Tndien tepees/ and mot

~f-~many- 9*-~%m—~ww;qm-w4m§ S “w ~ i
. I got.a job as a cowb/aér ¥ith Dillérd Fant. Ho bad -

the Government 1une contmct trom Re’ “Rivor to tho pr,a’-

. .
4 - » . +
v
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ent site of<Enid. .Wé trailed tem thousand yearlings each .
year from the Gulf of Mexico to the Indian Territory. I
worked from Alex %o Anadarko. Mr. Fant always rode in &
buekboard, not liklng to ride horses. He.didn't allaz the
boys to méke the ca;tle’trot for they lost bogn&p of fat
when they trottog. We tried to keep th&m from becoming
- excited about an&thing and kept %ha& moving sloﬁiy. They
ware very hard to pen; when we wanted ti‘pen them to ship,
we had what we called the lead cow. We would sxake'her un-
" til we got the bunch we wished to put in the pen‘cut out,
and }oundad uﬁ, then one of the boys would untie ;he lead
;Ebw and start on a gallopliith her toward'the pen. The
| othera would follow and thus we sgoon had them all in the
pen.‘ It was very difficult to-dri;: éhem into a pen with-

out the lead COW.,

\
I romember one night in Novamber we were driving a - -

herd of 2250 cattle to Enid to ship. We bsdded them down.
| about where Hennessey now atands. The,sug was shining |
;'brightly when we stopped and it was as pleasant as'a day
in spring. I always worked on the shift ﬁhat wE;t on at
" nidnight. 4 short time after dark the wind shifted to the

-

;north and it was not 1ong before it was bloq?ng a gale.

k-
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The cattle began to drift. The boys who were working came
and asked us to help hold them. Ca?tle alwaﬁé try to run

from & gtorm and when a balmy breeze is blowing they try |to

R

Wenaxgg\iih

ose are two times when it is very difficult

¥

.'Eo éiiyé & herd of cattle. We finally got them under con ° S

trol, but they refused to lie down. At last the first ovew
told us we could go to bed because they\\9

f‘lt sure they cJle
hold the herd. ; ‘ s b
We had a tarpaulin on which we spre;d our-ﬁiankets and
:jum our f;ét toward the wind, and then pulled part of the
'l tarpaulin over us. Tﬁo cowboys ‘slept together.in the winter.
This kept us warmer than if we sleft aingiyq'»When We wWere
awakensd at midnight I was almost smothered. The tarpaulin
’was over our heads. When we scrambled out, we found that
We were covefod with a blanket pf snow, We went on duty.
The cattIo were still milling. Finally we drove them into
éﬁéényog where they were protected from the north wind,
built a big brush fire soupp of fhem and soon_tyey weres all
1§ing dom., Fire will always stop oattle if they are trying
" to get away. Thes; vefe Circls Dot and Half Moon oattle.
We had thres hundred fifty saddle horses in our cemps

Nearly every night the Comanche Indisns stole horses from

- /
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our camp.‘ They alwazys took horses belbnging‘ to the i)oys,
1) . '§‘ ] . . \ -

——but: séldom took the Company's. horses, They coulld tell, on

— —tHe darkest ’x;iigpts, which ‘horses belonged to‘thé compsxy.
| Their held ‘these horsre-s for rew&’rd's, neai‘ly always”“asking
$2.00 or $3.00 for the return of \eaeh horse.,/ One day as I
was riding toward kingfisher I happened ¥o ride into a .
bunek’ of 'Kiowas with soms of our horpés. I decided that I ,‘
would redover the horses, but I dn't know exactly h6w to

go about i{t. I saw one Indian sawyngod near his tepee.

*u

I rode o;rqr to him and said'/ "John ,~¥ want o stay in your
_ tepee tonight". He looked at ﬁxe & momemt, then turned back

to his sawing without aying a word. I was beginning %o |
think 1 would hate t look‘ elsewher’e‘ for lodging when he <
said:" Wahoo boy" (meaning cowboy) "want to stay in sit-‘
domm - get dowmn", He told me where to put my horse and got
me some corn fOr him. I stood arocund watching him saw wood
until supper/ time. He got a gallon vucket of water, went
1nto‘ the tgpee, fixed the fire. He stood 'several sticks of
wood lengdthwise letting them touch at the top, pullef the g
flw on /top of thg; tepee with a string fo glrav the =smoke up

and there wasn't a bit of smoke in the tepee. - It ‘went

thrgugh the hole at the top of the tepee, just as 1f it were
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a chimey. He 9rossed his Teet and sat down by the fire.i
He ﬁmmbled something to his daughters. They handed him .
.some potatoes which-he boiled. He sat there and held the
bucket over the fireuthile the potatoes boiled. Then he

fried some slices of bacon. Their food was issued by the

178

ey
s

‘Government. We ate, he and I, and then we went outside the

tbpee and the wife and daughters cooked and ate their supper.

“There was an old squaw there who had™a badly scarred face.
The daughters wore cotfon dresses and spoke English very
well, I asked them how the woman's face became so terribly

disfigured. They replied that she suffered much with head-

aches and she pricked her head and face wigh the prongs of

a fork, believing that eased the pain from her headaches.
e went’to bed early. The beds were made of dognood
sticks fitted between two. poles for railings. They were f-
about a foot deep. Blankets and quilts were spread over f
these., I slept in there with the o0ld Indian, his wife, ﬁhe
old squa¥, a young man, his wife and baby. The tepee wap
full of sleepers when we all got to bed."Bpt I was very
weary and soon fell asleep.' I ate breakfast with them the
next morning. .I said:'"John; did you bring those horses

here?" He eanswered that he did not, but }e knew who did.
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I told him to esk the Indian what ho wanted Por them. He
went to another tepee and they taiked for some time; %n

he returned he said the man wanted $3.00 each for tl;éée horses

I said: "That’s tod much, he can just’ keep th;\ horses".

Soon he went again t?ﬁt/pg Indian. This time when he returned
he said I could have the horses for $2,00+—L. told him I |
couldn't pay that, but I would give him $1.00 aplece fo.'f;/‘them.
The Indisn finally eonsented, but I had nothing %o pay hm

with, only a check, 8o I told him I would go to Kingfisher

" and return for the horses that afternoon. This I did.“;“" ¥hen

f
[

I paid $1.00 for each ome he turned them over to me, amd I

" returned to cemp with them\ | /

/,
!

A ’poy or ’che name of Blake and tén other cowbo,‘(ys, who

Ve emsee o sl 9 - . ce@ewds @die o,

worked for Mr. Houston, were in the Gomanche country About
noon one day they were several miles froan their cardp. They
happened on to & oomnche camp. One} of the boys s M(xggested
they eat with the Indiana., When they rode up to ’i";he c‘émp
one of the Indians said: "sGet down, Hahoo boys". er'l‘he boys
got off their horses. An old Indian handed them/;{ some bread,
made something like pan cakes, but fried in tall/.ow. The
Comanches wouldn:'t eat hog meat.nor lard. There was a pot

of meat boidbing over & fire, They walked over to this and

{,
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began yﬂi{mg’pi:o’ces of -it out with their k:nivee;f Eky ;\te
al; they, wanted, believing it to be beef. One of them
. found a dog's %fa;;?'%n a piece he was about to eat. He ate
no more, but slipped the claw into hi:s pocket. Heo let the
others eat until they yere satisfied, then they got on their
horses and rode a!;ay.ﬁ' : They began' to talk about the good
beef they had just eates, when this boy asked them if they
realized that what tﬁey had eaten was dog ;lnstead of beef.
They laughed at him, thinking he was Jol;iné. He co;winced
them, however , when he produced the dog claw which he had
alipﬁed into iwisulpcﬁvcket. The others beceme sick immediate-
1y, and soon got rid of 1zheQ dt’{é’ﬁéat. Théy. didntt care to
eat witl_n the Indiansa agun.
My brothg;;}in-law Tode a pony express in Texas from

*Szn %Wegg one hundred miles, He qpﬁged horses eve t

ery twenty milos.‘fﬁ Ttm%ook ten hours {to make the run, He

was killed on the pirst Natioi;al Bank lot in Tec.mnseh,“at

the o of the tomsite. Ee had gotten off his horse

and was ing a stake on this 101; when a man's ‘horse
struck him, cking him about twenty-ﬂve feet, The
crond was so excited that several ran over him before a

soldier picked up his body. He was dead when taken into
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a nearby’ tent. ’ IR o

.

El Reno, Fort Reno, and Reno City were all located

.vithixl a radius of six miles when the Rook Island Railroad

A

was put thréugh in the '90s. ‘T@erg was & bitter éigﬁf ﬂea
tween the three tocwms for the coﬁnt? seatfil- Réno won and
tius became one of the p;iﬂéipal-cities of Okiahama. -

I mgrriod.Mittié, the daughter of R. M. Rountrep at
: Tuttle,'in‘1902..er. Rountfep‘was a big é;ttleman in the

sarly days.. We are the parents of nine children,

Carl Giles worked for ms two years on the Johnson

-

s

Ranch at Neﬁ Caatle.'



