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1, DName Mrs. JIds Giliev Thompson.

8, Poet Orfiec Addruss Lone wolf ¥iowa County,

3, Residence addrecs (or locution) Tore #olf (City)

4, DATZ OF RIRTH: Mouth  geptenter Day 11 Year 1868

r5. Plare of birth Ven Zendt County, Texes.

6o Name of Father George T. Gilkey Placu of birth Missouri.
Other informat ion atout father Cnn¥ederate soldier in Ci’uil.‘var.

7. Nems of Mother Lery Coltherp Gilkey, Flace of virth Texss.

_Otuer inTormation about mother  Promineht. ioneer Texa«.family.

Notes or compl.te narrative by the field worker dualing with the 1ife and
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.Bthel B. ‘tackitt,
Interviewer,
September 29, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. 1da Gilkey rhompsoz.
Lene Wolf, Oklahoma.
. Born September 11, 1868.
Father-Geofrge T+ ilkey.
Mother-Mary Colth@rp Gilkey. ’
1 was born in van Zandt County lexas, September
llth)1868. My father, George Gilkey, of i.lssouri came

to fexas in an early day and was a soldier in the

Civil War on the Confederate side, y mother was s

native of ‘lexas and belonged to the pioneer Coltharp

family. Hef name was lary Coltharp. My mother's
father owned the noted Van Zandt County Coltharp
Flour and Saw-mills of that time.

In 1885 my fatherhmoved to the cvhickasaw nation
and settled at Courtmey rlat which was just & l;}tle
settlement on a farm owned by a white man called pad
Courtney, He had a right in;the‘Territory on account
of his wifg bei?g an Indian.

1 had been married to 'thomas Jefferson fhompson'

and we dig.not come with Father then but he kept writing

\ Rt
e

us about the Chickasaw gountry and in 1888 we decided to
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move here, so we came on the train to Saint Jo in
Montague County, ‘lexas and rather met us ‘there.in a
wagon and brought us to his home at Courtﬁgy rlat.

e croa;ed Red niver omn a cable‘drawﬂ ferry
boat as thers was a great deal of water in the river.
Dad Courtney ran the f;rry boat. . ln dry times Red
River could be forded;-l have ofte;‘ﬁgded across the
water.at such time. |

‘then when the floods came 1 have seeg;it miles
wide washing down trees and every_thing. At one time
a flood came and on the exas side some ﬁéople had
built houses and cleared land down in the red niver
valley and were livédg there. ‘he water kept‘getting
higher and the people were forced to get their stock
out and leave their homes. ‘their houses were washed
away and some of their trunks were later found lodged

in the tops of itrees down the Red River. Lhese places

were never built back.

when we moved Ao Ccurtney Flat there were two.
stores there. e post office was in one of them and
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Zack Cooper was postmester. 'lhere was a black-smithfﬁ )
shop and a drué‘store inVCOurtney when we first lived
there.

John kubsnka owned a cotton gin and my husband
went to work in the gin.

iy father lived in a half éugo{lt which was back
there a few years.ago. Wwe lived at ather's for a
whilqafhen my husband built a one room log h?use for
us, ‘the house was chinked gnd déubed with mud. we
had a fine well of ;ater but for wash.ng there wus a
pla€e on John Eubanks }arm vhere everybody went to do
the family laundry.

At this big spring were tubs and pots which were
let all the tifne and everybody was welcome to use them.
‘There was alsp a battling block and paddles or battling
sticks to be 'used by everybody.

A battling block was a big tree which had been cut
off to abu.¢ the height that would be easily reached. by

a woman usually about three feebjand the top of the stump R

was made smooth or perhaps it was a block hauled to the
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place if there were no trees near the spot.

'the clothing was soaked and the home made soap
was well rubbﬁg into them and then they were laid
upon this battling biock and the battling sticks or
paddles were applied to them until they were well
beaten and the dirt cume out.

Yew ;ubbing or washing-boards %ere used then.

the clothing was then rinsed and hunz out on the
bushes to dry.

'the opening of 6.4 Oklahoma topk place while we
lived at Courtney klat and there was much excitemegt
about it, My husband\did not make the run for he
thought there would be so many people that ﬁe wouldléﬁ_

not get any land an?d 890 he kept on working.

Many people went from our community but Miss Jodie

" kubanks who was the diughter of my husbandis employer/

John Eubanks,was the only one { knew who made the run
of 1889 and got a claim., Jodie ZYubanks located her
¢laim, then came back h me and was married and she and

her husband went to 1live on it.
\

322



323

THOMPSON, 1DA GLLKKY.  INILR/1EW. B777

. -5 -

4
*

Jgﬁﬁrtney tlat had a small school-house which was

also used for church services)and was settled by

industrious farm people; few 1ndihns lived there and
those who 4id were much like the white peopie.

g%e went back to Texss arter three years but we
were not satisfied and came back toiukLahoma. ;y
husban&~ﬁded at Ryan aﬁd I came to Lone .Wolf which h.s

been my-home. for several years.

1 have known Oklakoma picnesring for fifty-two

PR

Years, -



