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‘ Interview with Smith Thornton- .
¢ Vian, Oklahoma ,
: By Field Worker, James S. §
Buchanan, September 16,1937
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Smith Thornton was born in 1854, three miles -

-

' west of where the ‘town .6f Vien now sbands.

. - - - ~ .
My parents were Walter and Betsy Robertson

Thornton, both Cheroliees, .‘
I was about geven years of age when the civil

K

Har broke out. w father moved the family to

"---boing divided as & Tesult of the cmrmr. = “He ™ .

the choo%aw Nation to escape the dangsrous ccanditgon

that axis'ted in the Cherokep Nation, By tho tribe

Lt

located the family on Red River Just across from

) Bonhem, Texas whers' we remained until after the

»

© - War. Afﬁ&r :Ehe family was safely located, fathar [

e e e S e e

returned and joined Stan Watie*s confederate Indiens, ‘
and served in the Southern causo tmtil tho close of
tha» War., 'I'hen he returned $o our place of refugo

and was prreparing to return with the family to th‘t““

Cherokee Nation when he was stricken with pr.mmnonia,~
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" to teach higher grades. The Cherokee Council

4
THORNTON, SMITH. - . INTERVIEW #7572 ‘8%;
v ) \
G ‘ V
: 3 - >
- ) : &
el T T .
and’ died at that plane. Soon, therehfter,;my t’%égdﬁ'

mother with}my two brothers and myself returned to our .

«

old homs in the Gherokee Nation ghore myzpothep )

spent the rcmg;giﬂg years-of her life. She died -

in 1890, ' ' -

&

Arter returning to the'CherokeoﬁNation, I at=
tended school at the. ol@,ﬁBgera,Cherokee public
*ichool which was a Iog structlive situated about si;
miles souxhuest of where the town or Vien now atands;‘
" Iave.n my possession the old hand bell thhﬁ
‘was used at that school, The same old yell that

man& times so abruptly cut short our childiéh_games,

"‘and Tomps on the old school ground and called us to

-

‘our studies? In those days only the first to

the third_gradea wers taught in the Cherokes district
'gchools. “':hi; was due to the feot “that ‘the average
Cherokes teachsrs wafe not sufficiently educated

-«

employed white teachers for the higher grade schools,




‘years of age when the Missouri Pacific Railroad

‘Vien ooturred in 1892, It-was the résult of a

€

’
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and aéminariea. ) .
I grew to manixb@ here in the Cherokee Hills
in the usual Toutine of life of the average Inw

dian boy of those days. -I was about thirty-fowr

wes built through this country and the town of Vien .
was osta‘.blisﬁed. William Thompson, a white manf |
who built and operated a store on Vian Creek near
where Vié:} now is, first esteblished the p;:st office
of Vien, | This was & few years befor:the ?ailroaci
was built.. APter the railroad was bz_ult," Bill
Thompso‘n n}oved his store to the present site of
Vian and the tomiwas é%arted.

-, The most serious gun battle in the history of

difficulty be‘b!;veen mmy ‘broth"gl:, Bill Thornton and Jess
Landrum, It ocourred in Thampsonts store and
. ]

my -brother ecut:Landrum with a knife before I could
o L& ; .

separate them, Later in .the evening, Landrum,

~ .t‘. .\V
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seeking revengs, came s Thorl;paon's atore where
my brother and I ware. Whex; I sgw him coming 1
told my brother that Lendrum ﬁaa 6i{reatened his Iife
and he had better watch him. My brother saw . |
I.andrum approach the front of the store and not
1‘having a gun on him, he too}; 'a gun fron} ths hpl‘sta_r
of a friend, Jim Girty, who w;ts if fhei storé, ~-He - -
fired one sshot at Landrum as randrum jmnpod bask
from tho doorés Thore were other shots fired
-outside the store by meone, andtwhun the shooting
ceasod, Goorge Starr, who was also in the etore,
heard someone groaning ‘out in the street, - I ktook
the oil lamp from the counter in Thompson's gtoée,
and ;Gogrge Starf ook ;hi.'gun my broﬁhe? had,‘ and
we weﬁt out to a;o who was a—hdt* ~as George thought
/ 11; was his bréther Jos Starr. To our surprise

we found Isaac Girty, a frisnd, shot and dyinge .

As .George Starr and I stood there by Girty, George
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with :rfni*sirty's gun in his hand, and I with the
lamp in my hands, I.amlrnm approachod and said "Gcorga -
Stary killed Isaac Girty tor nothing." . He was .
implying that Starr had’ killed Girty, 'hen we all
knew that Starr had not fired a shot, and besides,
Starr and Girty weve friends, The instent Lendrum
made the remark, Starr and Landrum bofh began shoote
- \ni and fired two shots sach. Landrum turned and
N ;aid "O&na ;; boys ‘lie?'s got me,™ walked a fg! steps, B
sat ddwn and fell over dead. St;::'i'/san/k down where
‘he wes stending end asked me to pull his boots off
as his feet were getting colds I ateﬁpod back to
set the lamp down and atumbled over aomothing, and
discovered a iexitc man by the nams of Boots Henson |
‘lying bohind me dead, auppoaodly acc:[dentally shot
by I.andnnn, _
" I set the lamp down and pulled George's boots

off, ‘'Others gathered around by that bime .end we - °
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carried Starr, Landrum, Girty, and Hemson into
the blacksmith shop nearby. All were dsad except
.Starr, who died about two hours later, I then

took Thompsont's lemp back to the store,

&
&




