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An Interview with P. T« Heneaan, May, Oklahoma.
By - Linnaaua B, Ranok, Inveatigator.

January 28, 1938.

A GREAT AND OBSTRUCTIVE PRAIRIE
FIRS OF EARLY-DAY NORTHWESTERN OKLAHOMA.

It wa« the late fall of about 1883 or '86 that a

deatructlve and extenaive pralrlt fire raged in to Fort

Supply ona afternooa from the aouthweat. Tha atag© drivara

from Fort Supply to Fort Elliott latar raported to tha peo-

pla at Fort Supply that tha flra atartad la tha vlolnlty of

Fort Elliott.

It w u obaerved for aararal daya bafora it raaohed

Fort Supply and the paopla wara hoping that a change of tha

wlmd ia tin* would turn it la a diraotloa away from tha

Fort* All available troopa and olviliana at tha Fort ware

oallad out to fight ita advance and guard poat property.

By the time it reached the poat locality tha wind had gone

down some, otherwise likely tha stacka of govarnmant hay

would have been lort. Tha wood pile baaida tha poat hoapi-

til oaught fira from tha rolling and flying aparka and ambera.

Tha soldier* wara out with wagon loada of barrala fIliad

with water aavaral hour* bafora tha fira reached tha poat
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using the water to help control backfires they were running

around the post buildings, haystacks, etc., for protection*

A lot of Indians who were In camp east of the Fort-site

proper broke camp and moved to the north bottoms of the

Beaver some time before the fire reached the post area.

A changing «ind drove the fire southeast from the

Sort, across Wo IT Creek and on southeast. The North Cana-

dian River kepi the fire from spreading east beyond the

course of this stream. A military telegraph and telephone

line then connected Fort Supply and Cantonment, some sixty

miles to the southeast* The next afternoon the fire had

reached the Cantonment country as reported baok to Fort

Supply over the wire.

Southeast of Fort Supply a number of miles happened

to be camped a family consisting of the husband, wife and

three children enroute to the Texas Panhandle when this

fire swept in on then. Their covered wagon was near a

water hole* It was night when the fire struok them

according to the account given by the husband, who sur-

vived aid caae to the Port for help. The nan directed

his wife and children to take shelter in the pond of water
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aa he went for the tea* nearby to bring them to the pond, .

too, for proteotlom. The mother and children for some

unknown.reason vent in the wrong dlreotion and all were .-,

burned to death* The aurviving huaband- oazne to Fort Sup-

ply the next day for help* Mr* LienemaVa father made

coffins for the woman.: amd ohildren and the »oIdler* brought

them to the fort for burial, in the post oometery.

Afterward it waa diaoorered that hundreds and hundreds
1 V i

of range o'attle perished in the fire,- e* well aa mamy antelope,

range horaea, etc The dead animala ware found in bunohea in

low plaoea where they had gathered and were overtaken by Wie

fire. * . 't - ;;

A few yeara after the Strip opened an eooentrio eettler,

by the name of iloaa, living on his claim a few mi lea northweat

of-the preaent-towa of O«ge/deliberately aet fire to the prai-

rie grass saying that he waa ourloua to see what a big prairie

fire waa like. A aouth wind drove the fire north to Bearer

Creek where it stopped and other settlors and cowboys turned

out and kept it from apreadlng very much eaat or weat* The

fire did oonaiderable damage, burning some oattle on the H.

Steeple Ramoh. The H. Steeple foreman, Billy Daniela, had



LUJCBUK, P. T» FOL INTORVIHf« #9909 (}

tot b#»ft 01 tha baat taraa with Mr. Moeo and after Danlala

laantd how th« flrt got atarttd h«t along with otharaf

vac 1A faror of dealing h*r»h puaiahnant to Uoaa« The

lattar flod tbt country la haata, howtver, and did not ahow

up again in tbaaa parta for aomt tlma and until after tho

taeling ,a«ainat him bad aubaidad.


