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an Interview with P T4 Lioneman, May, Oklehoma.
By - Linneseus B, Ranok, Inveatigator.
January 28, 1938.

A GREAT AND DESTRUCTIVE PRAIRIE
FIRE OF EARLY-DAY NORTHWESTERN OKLAHOMA.

It wes the late fall of about 1883 or '86 that a
énltruotivo'and extensive prairie fire raged in to Fort
Suppl& one afteracom from the southwast. The stage drivers
from Fort Supply to Fort Elligtt later reported to the peo-
ple at Fort Supply that the fire started in the vicinity of
Fort Elliott.

Iq was obasrved for aeveral days before it reached
Fort SQpply and the people were hoping that a change of the
wind in time would turn it in e diroction away from' the
F;rt. All Availabln troops And oiviliens at the Fort were

called out to right its advance and guard post prOperty."
By the time 1t reached the poat locality the wind had gone
down aome,(othorwiéo likely the stacks of governmsnt hay
would hg;o been lost. The wood pilé beside the post hospi-
tal cought‘firo from the rolling and rlying‘lpurkc end embers,
The soldiers were out with wagon loads of barrels filled

with water several hours before the fire reached the post
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uaing the water to h;lp contfol backfires they wers rumming
arousd the post buildimgs, haystacks, éto., for protestion.
A lgt of Indians who u;ro in camp east of the Fort-site
proper broke camp gnd moved to the north boitoms of the
Beaver some timn before the fire rsached the post areas.

A changing wind drove the fire southeaat‘from the
Fort, across Wolf Creek and on southeast. The Norih Cana-
dian River kept the fire from spreading sast beyond the .
course of this stream. 4 military telegraph and telephone
line then conn:ctod Fort Supply and Cantonment, somes sixty
miles to the southeast, The hext aftermoon the fire had
reached the Cantonment qquntry as rsported bdback to Fort
Supply over the wire.

Southeast of Fort Supply a number of miles happened
to be camped a family consisting of the huaband, wife and
throo children enroute to the Texas Pamhandle when this
fira swept in on them, Their covered wagon was near a
water hole. It wa; night when the fire atrﬁog them
according to the account given by the husband, who sur-
vived and cams to the Fort for help. The man directed
his wife ard childrea to take shelter in the pond of water
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as he went for ‘the to#n nearbdy to bring’thom to the pond,
too, tor;protaction..’Thc mother and children for ;om- ‘
inknown.reason went in the wromg diroation and all were n
burnsd to'doatﬁ. The surviving huabund~oamn Yo Fort Sup;

ply tho ‘next day for hclp. Hr. Liontmgn'l father mndo
coffina tor the womax’ aad ohildron and the soldiers br;;ght '
them to the Fort tar burinl in th- poot oomotory |

i

Afterward it was dl-covorod thut hundroda qnd hundrcdn )
of range cattle poriahqd ;n the fire, as w’;l as many antelope, - )
£:ngo horses, etc. The d;ud snimals were foumd in bunoDOl'in
low places where they had 5itﬁ;rod ;xd'woro overtaken by she
fire. ,< - “ ) - _‘:g-

A few years after ﬁho 8trip oponod an ecceatrioc settler
by the name.of Moss, living on his clain a few miles northtont ’

- -of -the present tows of Gage, doliboratoly net tiro to tho prai-
rie grass saying that he wes curious to see what a dig prairie

fire was like. 4 south wind 4rove the fire north to Beaver

Creek where it stopped and other ssttlors and cowdboys turned

vy

/

‘out end kept it from spreading very much sast or west. The
fire 4id considersble damage, burniag some cattle onm the H.

Stesple Ranch. The H. Steeple foreman, Billy Daniels, had

|
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2ot been or the beat térms with Mr. Moss and after Danielas
learned how the fire got started he, along with others,
.was in favor of dealing harsh punishment to Mosa. The
latter flod the country im haate, however, and did mot show

up again ia these parts for soms time and until after thg‘
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.
feeling ,againat him had subsided,



