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Zaidee B. Bland, _
Investigator, : : -
December 21, 1937.

An Interview with Mrs. Georgia Livermore,
Altus, Oklahoma.
My family was an old/time,Ksntucky femily with ell
tﬁe old Southern traditions that seemed imvossible to
hold high after the Civil W;r.
&fter Father and Mother had a family of six girls*
they declded that they would, come west 2nd try to help plant

.eivilization and culture in the [ndian Territory.

On the first passenger train that ever ran through

Guthrie in the year T‘I888—wEs—Uur—#ami45LseaL,no.a_hgmg_lB______

tie west. de. had heard terrible tales of, the cyclones in the.

west so we must hsve 2 house with a storm cellar,
¢ Father 4id not file until the second yen:r we were out

here. Then we noved Qntp”the lend end stayed until it was

-~

proved up. ¥rom Kentucky we brouszht with us the Shing treas-

ured for more thgn'e generation, blue pitchers, China cups

-~

for tea, which were used by my grundmother acrcss the sea.

These things perhaps were not so valuable but were reasl treas-

ures tof the family. They were all packed very carefully and
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placed in the first wagon load for Father was to drive

and Mother was to be with him. Alas! - They drove the mules
up to the back door of the new‘house on the faém an& Mother
g0% éut. Father tiéd’up the lines and was down to help her
and no soonsr wes she on the ground until the mules becaise
frightenéd at something, supposedly h;r ample skirts billow-
1ngo§tin the wrnd,ané ran away upsetting the wagon and
destroying all tha% precious China. That was resl tragedy
in éur lives.

So afraid was Mother of~the wind that every time we

athered a8ll six of her daughters and all

their eiotha§ and went promptiy to the cellar. 4Rop7said ny

mother, "I might =s soon be blown eway =s to be without my
- I3

daughters or for them to»ge withdut clothes”, e

-

Id

My first school®year wes here. iy father was one of the
* grustess. A one-ro;m'school building was %uilt. when the
. school census was taken there wis one negro child in the dis&':
trict. My father said "Now my children cennot go to school >
with a negro*, "WhAt was to be done? He end one of_the'other

# ~ trustees at their own expense bgilp\anZther room and hired a

tdaéhdr for this little negro‘so th.t he might have the advantage
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of school. I never saw my muther cook.a meal in my

father’'s life time. Father always said; "God never mesant
g /

for white wamen to cook znd w:sh and iren” so Aunt Viney,

.
/ & L J

our black memmy, alwayg presided in our kitchen. No matter

how short the money-/we could economize on f70d or s me-

where'else but sung Vinev's salary alwavs hed to come and

she had to stay An the kitchen or one of her xin whom she:
wculdrg¢omm,n;/if she wonted time out. I remember once a

" white man r;ﬁghsfrute@ with, Father about keeving a negro -
cook, reminding him that thsre. wus a very poor family who

lived real re r us who had a daughter whn .woulid be happy,

o hgﬁ/ sunt Vinéy's place in our h9EE;ESTET"‘F“thﬁef—-——____,

/
replied, " I will have no hired whito help in my kitchen ;
;
. thet girl is my drughters® friend and as such visits in my

homs but if @he'wa§ hired help }n my kitchen my daught:rscould
not associate with her.n |

, de lived in o tent until » fhur-room two story house
eould be dbuilt for us to liverin and a2 house 'wus built on

the claim very similar to the one we had Dhelf»re we moved out ¢

- t.ere. The water in all that country was soft; there were

”
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wells and springs and sometimss. tanks were built for i

.

stock.

¢

All socisl life was built nround chureh activitiesf‘

L
1}

fle h-d bazaars, church suppérs, chrisimas trees and-
Easter pfograﬁé. iveryone thought it aen hon>r to be asked
to tuke part in ore of these programs Hr ~lays tiat the
_ cliurch put on nnd attended recitals as religiousty as they,
'wenp ?o éhﬂrch and'Sunday4§chool. Easter Qas a wonderful
time of tge VAT, Eéery little sirl blessomed out in e newm
bonnet khet) and lawn dress =2nd there wepra mqﬁy disapp~inted
little girls it it iained 6r was cold Ms it so often w us
——and—an Fary Hi‘iﬁ' ¥ ti-ag GP-ReW—Lsster fin Py A E:”::i iy
the r~in on the way héme.. 0ld and young, richﬂand poor all
went tp'Suﬁday Schonl ;nd h=d to kiow %hﬁir lessons.

The women did.not vote of co rse but we £ook our oxlitics
v;ry seriously snd felt like we muss ta%e part in all the
slections with paredes, binnars flying, flags waviﬁg;we sere
very batriotic. Unfjrtunately for us we wers born Nemocrats

and Fat' er mould eas soan have thousht of changing his nd-me as

changing his politics‘and Gutlrie w=es a town wib£ a”ﬁgpubiicaﬁ'

1 4 I
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mqjﬁrity in those days. Father was very .selft-sacri- . '

ficing and would let his mame be put on thé ticket as
candidate for Sheriff, year after year, and woula nele thel~
ﬁdst enthusiastic campaign just as thourh he knew .ov re;\
lieved he-would bs clected. 'Te would hase the grundest
parades% we would decorate the Tlots in bunting =nd

£

different gfrls ﬁgﬁ%d bq appointed to represent the states
the candidates were : rom., The nume of t.c stute would ‘be -
written in bLig black letters on a wide band of white s=tin

.ribbon and re would stuﬁd very ervect on the floats as they

slowly were drawn by horses through the streets. A‘politiggl

, campaign was g real jubilee :nd so were Fourth ot July pic-

" nigs. All these thmw

no other form of entertaimment. I don't repember how 0ld I

" * N -
"was Jbefore Guthrie ever had an »pera house and to the travel-

¥

. ing shows theb/happened to come througﬂ%f“Mbllie Bailey" or

. & negro Xinstrel show the "quality™ >f the town never went. -

~ *

Thﬁé&yus left for poor white trash :nd negroes,

¢

e were reared to delieve our Father or Nother could

do mo wroné. He were always.looking to them as patterns. I

-

’
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remember the f£irst wedding- It was my oldest sister, it wus

a very grand affair. It was at home but all things were

o
decorated with flowers and white ribbon as streemers from
. -
. a1l corners “of the room; sister wes in a white sutin dress

with a long long train, e youngur girls were.schooled in
manners; we must be very sure to do nothing wrong. I remem-

ber wondering "What 8shall I do right". How will I Knowi"-.so

I reason=d it out, "I %{ll watch Motler and 4o justjas she

-~

does and 1 am sure she will bé right and if I do just ss she

does, I will be right.n Mother had a very bud celd and as

- "

" she was talxing to the nreucher she ,ut h2r hundkerchief to

.

: >
her nose =nd I thought siie was crying- I did not wait to see;

I began to cry in real earnest- My! how I did cry urntil some
—_— o .

one higd tu StOp Mo

o

Everything wmes an occasion and practice wes carried on .
every nisht, for any entertainment, for weeks beforehand.

O0ften everyone had to have a uniform, I thirk everyocne

4 ]

thoroughly enjoyed these practices and §ere happy and flattered

!
when asked to t-.ke Qgii\;i\any public entertainment \and the

coaching and drilling pay.educational. No expense or\time was

™~
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sver spered in putting on these celebrations or entertain~
ments. At those Fourth of July picnics I capnol ever for=-

' B '
get the food spread cut fur ail alike to'sut. The great
white linen table~-cloths spr;ad cn the grass, whole boiled
hums-uxd roasted fowls, fried cnickens, cocosnut cakes.and
always hard boiled eggs;&ckled,in beet vinegar %o make them
red. Tis picnic wés always held near géme creek where the;e
wus shadb.‘ ﬁa had grape yvine swings, a mg?ry-go—round drawn
byva horde or muls. The men usually yitched,horse shoes or
had raceé and wrestling matches.. The méfrigé women sat arauné

A

and swappsd recipes and gave each other advice as to bringing

-

up their children. The young ‘laedies and gentliemen strolled in

the woods br sat on the banks of som; water hole and talked

-

| - N
or we called it "aparKEd**and—%ﬁrew~pebb%es-énta_nhﬁﬁléﬁizi__-*__;*_
*

- Aunt Viney told us marveloué tales of the supernatural,”

11 negroeg were very superstitipus and ure yet, I can't re~ ° .

’
'

member just{why or how but there w:-s to be a negro funeral anq

the body was tc be brought in on the_tra{n and of course Aunt

3

“»Viney had to go. All the darkies in the country met the train.

All the pall bearers were fiegroes all decked out in their very

H
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best (which was usuallx some white man's d%scarded finery)
worn regardless of season or color, There was a maen stand-
ing‘on.the platform zs the body wis lifted from the express
car, He threw his voice to maxe it s.und as though it was
coming out of the coffin and said; "Let me d)mn easy boys-
lét me down eaéy"; Those pall begrers drop ed that ooffin
right there and a negro never coula be pgotten to touch it

~ again, White-meﬂ had to be gotten to load the body into ths
haiirse o cerry it to the cemetery.’ Always a ne.ro had to
carry a rabbit's left hind foot in his pocket or tied around his
neck to keep ‘the spirits away.

I broke all traditio&iby taxipg » business edhcation and

working., I cen remember the first old nearo who ¢ me in to ¢et

a ‘bill of sale for an o1d mule he was to sell to another nezgro-

I began my bill of sale and got uis name all right and then I

" seid "Jell, Uhple,rho you selling this mule to?" the old darky:
* . (‘
replied "§hat dat man's name you mean Miss? 'Fore God Mige, i
e d i ! ]

don't know dat derky's neme, we all calls i1im “ornbread.

¢

" Well y-u will have is find out his nme I cannot make out //

Y

a bill of sgle for a mule to Cornbread” I answered. _' /
. R > » /
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My father would never hurt anyone?'s feeling if 1&-
could be avoided and we were taught that a lady was' always

‘gantio)nevor raised her voice or used anything but the

i

purest English or French,’

4

. ®



