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This report made on (date) November 17 193 7

1*. Name Peter T. Li«nempn

2. Post Of"i'ice Address May,Oklahoma

» Residence address (or loca t ion)

> DATE OF BIRTH: Month July D a y 1 5 Year

5. Place of b i r t h ? o r t Jodge, Kansas..

6. Name of Father Place of birth

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother . Place of birth

Other information about mother

Notes or comple-to narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i fe and
story of the levison interviewed. Rof'̂ r to Manual for sury/ostod subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheet.'< if necessary and attach firmly to
this form* Number of shoot's attached 8 •



PETER T . SECOND INTERVIEW • 9408

Linnaeus B. Ru.nok,
Investigator,
November 17, 1937.

An Interview with Mr. Lieneman,
May| Oklahoma*

April 5, 1895, Mr0 Lieneman's fat\?r went from

Fort Supply to Joodward aud filed a homestead entry on a

claim on Otter Greek in the north central part of v/hat is

now Ellis Oountyo Mr. Lieneman. distinctly remembers that

the most disastrous snow storm ever visiting this country

.during his more than fifty-six yeurs residence in this

section came April fj, 13'̂ f.,and continued thru April 6th and

7th. There was et least, a foot and'e" half of sn-«w all rvar

the country when the storm abated on April the 7th. This

storiL ruined many cowmen of those days in this region, The't

• was th-- 3torm that spelled doom for th< old H. Steepls

Ranch, then t* manmoth cow outfit operating in t*h«se parts.

Lieneman claims that late February and March of 1895 had

. been <fiost open and mild. &rass had mede such.a £ood star*

already that grazing on th» lower lands wa3 v ry good by

April 5th of that year. The weether had been warm and cattle

had shed most of their, winter, coat of hair.



44

XIBNEMAN, PETER T. 3EC( MD INTERVIEW 9488

- 2 - '

The storm that Cfame April _5th_Qf_:th&t year- st»trt«d-with—

rain, but soon turned to 3r:ow ,got freezing cold and raged

Tor three d&ys. Gtttl« perished on the ranges by the

thousaids. For destruction Ic stock this v/s>3 the most

es t rous storm ev»r exp-srienced in t" j s country and other

old t imers ,in suba'.&nce have to ld me "as nuch0

The b ig Go v* mine a t f re igh t inej o u t f i t of -^te and Reynolds

had b u i l t u mt̂ aimoth bleoksmith 3? op a t ^o r t Supply Juring

•the l a t t e r ' 7 0 ' s entir<".1y of oedar logs ,set p icke t s t y l e . They

Uad .cut. iilT tha timber for t h i s s t r u c t u r e from the cedpr

breaks in th<t country adjacent to the F o r t . *Vh»n thes*

f r e i g h t e r s for the Government suspended opera t ions <and t h t

old post Wus ab&ndoned,%. .Lieneman fs f a t h e r bought the Lee

& Reynolds shop-bui ld ing f.rr $100*00, wrecked i t and loud

by load* hauled i t to t h e i r homesteed, /v;rt of the old "fort

on Ot te r Creek. There they r e b u i l t I t in much the o r i g i n a l

s t y l e in to a eomMned dwell ing and barn 40 x 24 f t . in dimen-

sioms. ' The Lienemans h6d a s p e c i a l and p e r t i c u l s r object in

combining t h e i r horse 'r.t,rn with t h * i r dwell ' in; , fo-r* in thos«
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iaye» ,horEe stssfalini in theue parts was a l l tco common;

ana \ i . vvas. highly or^fenizs^d Jtoo>cn tne p&rt of 'some bands

of reneg£d*s who curried on uuch for tys . T);ere were well

organised g&ags oper- t ine ^n t sort of a chain or relay

plani One s^asJl /^rotip would oteal a horse ^r homes end

make h>s wty 'r&|Didly i ' j^cf th-e country to '0x9 rather

distant ~r6 r»nt)te hideout -here a, small group of Bon-

fe/ier'Jfcfs v-ould rae^t thtm and hrs t l* i>-9 stolen horses on

-to ?no-5tj«*r rencte rendezvous e tc . With ^ we"!.1 organized

band w&zjr.\n%, la suoh manner i t w&a next to i.Tiposrible to

recover the horses stolen by suon a gang. The Lienemahe

owned 3or.e jood aorses va;c;: t-v.*y se t t led en Otter Creek

in 1S95 8riv£\built t h e i r house % ni barn combined under

rob£ as t aet3ure of safety t ^ i n s t ho'roe thieves.

The LienemAn horcsatetd '..as situated in th* heart of

the vast and onoe famous II, otesple Rtncho I t i3 u notable

ooincidsnee >too>trTat the i r picket r.o.o* *nd barn were con-

structed over tho v«ry-path*, of one of the famous o3 d c c t t l t

t r a i l s from T*xaa to Kanaaa; the t r a i l tnat crossed Htd River

at Doanfs Store and ourm on north through the Kiowa-Oomenoht
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and Qheyenne-Axap&ho Reservations* About a rni\e south of
i

th« location of-their old picket hoase the t ra i l came in

from the .ce'Jth uud *&st fr̂ m the breaks ad divided east

of Otter Greek, crossed to the west bottom sjad thd.ic* went -.•,

tfbrth elong th£ v.'eat banks of Ottar and ever the vary spot

father built his honest*: i. hovct-burii in

1895. Wh«re tb« old trai l left the bluffs in-its course

across Otttr Cr««k-th*re remains to this day very notiot-

abi» evidencas of i t ; the sams'io true of <& ctrtain place

in~Jjh« landsoape about a mila northwest of the old Lian«man

lloma stead.

In 1897'^lr. Lieneman hone steaded along Otter CrefTc just

south of his father's claim* At the present time, however,

he lives, on his f l a w ' s old homestead, *and i t is a very ,

notable fact;,too ,th*t he s t i l l occupies the old cedar picket

dwelling th« family built in 1895. This old house s t i l l

in a remarkably gocd state of preservation's one of the

landmarks of this section of Oklahoma and has a most unique

historical background. During Lienei.un** days at Fort Supply
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a vast amour/, of hay was put up every year on th t Mi\Lit&ry

\
j-tsarvation to feed the Government noraes end mults. \ All

th\work wes dono by civilians on oontr^ots let by 'the

\

GoV*rfoaent, Certain specifications v/«re stipulated by th«

tc !;h9 hei^htL, width and length of stacks 9tc0

Mr. Li?ner^i took part in thoa.« /xtensive h»y-r.wkin'i opera-

tions. The g!^»at«r part of tho ,1»Qi work was 00119 by ox«n

Qnd Lisn»r.an bofeeme a veyv good "bull skinner 4M During a
' - - - \

hay«-raaking season ^of t-^ lu t e ' 80 ' a Mr. Lienemen tiad a ma'n

of the nerae cf Ros«I0.e l# f t Fort supply one norniT,^ wjth a

fiVe yoke bull-tflfain hkch^d to ,8 hu^e and sturdy war.on,boundfor the can/on country Ve lve or fifteens-miles nor theas t of

the f o r t to cat out and hkul back a big loud of a c e r t a i n

kind of poles -.vhicli tne.' found moot su i t ab l e for O3e in

put t ing up.hey around '. m i \ l i tary ->dt. I t was the plun of

Lieneman and iKoseULe to<ba av*ay one ni -i<t onl; unr1 to be

back at the Fort with t u s i r l^ad by the evening of the

second day* They knew there wfe>uld b* no water 'for the ox
1

re; tuey expected to cut their load
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of poles; nevertheless, they Calculated to l e t the

animals do without water un t i l th»y got.back to tht

which they tsl ieved surely wnuld be the next day follow-
• i

ing the day of their departure* Henee they took no wtjtsr

with thftui for the ox teeni3 to drink. Lien«men obained the

ox teams to trees the f i r s t night out but two yoke pr

four orsn^neverthelftss, got loose during the night anil

wandered tway, Tae time sp«nt in an unsuccessful ae^rch
i

for"these oxen on the mornine, following so delayed the work
i

of cutting poles that they did not finish their load lend
I

get. started beck to the Fort t i l l the 'm^n-ing of the i r

third day a«vay and the oxen were s t i l l without wateri.

On til* north^side of Baaver Greek clothe to the 'Fort

flo.odwaters had wakne-d out quite u lar^e and deep, hole along

the bank away fremjtha stream's current . This body of back

water was ai^ht to ten feat dee.- in some pieces and ms near

the t r a i l over which Lieneman ^nd «oselle would returiTto
the Fort with theii load of poles, Litneman va:s in charge *

of the oxen and waapn-load of pol#a when tl:ey reached th#
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immediate vicinity of the big pond of back-wattr. While

sti-11 seme distance away the oxen smelled the water and_,

•though drawing a heavy loedjthey started in a frantic dash

for it to quench their extreme thirst. Mr. Lisneinan 3ought

in vain to control the outfit but they left the road and

plunged down over a high sandjbank into tht weterApulling

thft lo*d of poles down with them. Lieneman followed and

was obliged to swim out. ôjne of the oxen nearly drowned

and the polss floated off the wagon. Rosellt arrived and

reprimanded Lieneman sharply. '.\hen they finally got-th*
A '

oxen and wagon out of the vr.ter the entire outfit bogge4\

down in the quicksandjinakinj it necessary to unhitch the N

aniraels and leave the wagon for tb« time being.

From Woodward some thirty '^iles distant %*. Liensman

hauled al l of their supplies for se.vifal years after locat-

ing on the Ott»r Greek ho.aeeteud in 1B95. Their nearest

neighbor lived five railes away. Until after the tarn of

th* century they did comparatively l i t t l » farming. Limit-

less range was fre$ and they depended largely on raising
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livestock for u livelihood. They uced to g&ti nv up boneB

and haul them to Woodward and the bon»a usually brought

about $5.00 per ton. John J". Gerlach, an narly day banker

of Woodward^ext*nd«d cr«dit to Mr. Liegeman's father to the

©ztent of about $1600.00_, enabling them to carry over tht

hard years of the middle and late f90's. In the meantime

they ae^iulyted quite t bunch of cattle and horses, grazing

them on ths free range of the surrounding countrye


