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Field Worker's name Linnaeus B. Renck ‘

‘This report madc on (date) Novembsr 17 19% 7

o. Name Peter T. Lienemen

.. Post Oft'ice Address May,Oklehoma

. Residcnce oddrecs (or location)

» DATE OF BIRTH: Month J\Ily Day 15 Year 1876
5, Place of birth -~ Fort Yodge, Kanseas. )
E
1
£
6. Name of Father Place of birth

Other information atout father

PR . - _ .

7. TName of Mother Place of birth

Other information about mother

. A - ¥
Notes or completec narrative by the {ield worker dcaling with the life and
story of the .erson inverviewed, Refir to Manual for sur-scstcd subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shects if necessary and attach firmly to
this formes Number of sheocts attached 8 ) .




LIENEtAN, PETER T.

Linnaeus B, Runck,
Investigator,
November 17, 1937.

. ~——

On April 5, 1895, Mr. Liensman's fat'er went from
- Fort Supply to .Joodward and Tiled @ homestead entry on s
cleim on Otter Creek in the nozthufentral part of whset is
now Ellis Qounty. Mr. Lienemnn_dis;inotly remembofs that
the most disestr~us snow storm ovér visiting this country

‘ )
.durinyg his more than fifty=-six yeurs residenze in this

3

7th.  There aes et least. e foot and*s Lelf of sauw wll cver
the country when the storm abatod.oe April the 7th. This
‘storm _ruined meny cowmen of those“days in this region. Thet
wes th- storm that spelled doom for‘the old He Steepls
Ranch, then « memmoth cow outfit operating in~ﬁﬁasa purtse.
Lieneman claims that late Fsbrusry and March of 1895 had

. been dost open and mild. Grass had mede such a good star’

already that grezing on the lower lends wss v ry good by

An Interview with Mr, Lienemsn, '
May, Oklahoms.-

-
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Soction came April 5, 134 and continued thru 'april 6th and

43

April 5th of that year, The weether had been wsrm and cattle

had shed most of their winten coat of hair,

v

i

\
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The storm that gq@pﬂgpril,5th_oimtha$ yeer- storted-with —-———-——-
rain, but soon turned to snow,gzot freezin: cold and rag;d
for three deyse. Cubtle per@;hed on the rances by the
thousaiis. For destruction 'c stock this wes the most iﬁﬁrf
estious storq ever expsriernced in U is countr; gnd other
'old‘timersqin subs‘ence have told me &s ruch,

The big Government frejshting outfit of Lee and Reynolds
hed built a‘mammoth.blgcksmlth st op at Fort Suppl; Juring

*the luatter '"70's entirely of cedar logs,set picket étylc. They

" hed ent 11 the timber for this st—acture from the cedar
w‘——\\,

breaks in the coﬁntry ad jetent to the Fort, nen téeso ...
frei“hters for the Government auspenAOd opesrations and the .
old post wus‘abandonad,mr..Lionoman'p fathsr bouggt ého Les
& Reynolds shop-building for $100,00, wrecked it»aﬁd load
by loed haulad it to their homesteed. wart of the old fort
on Obter Cresk. Thers they rebuilt 4t fn much the ori.inal

style into a comined dwelling -nd barn 40 x 24 ft.in dimen-~

sions.’ The Lienemans hid opeciel und perticuler obJeéf in

, . Lt . (’I‘ '
combining their horse Tern with their 8wellﬁn;,for in those
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who curried on suclhh foreys. Thers wers well
-~

v

of renezit

| organized gamgs ozer ting ~n & sort of & chiin or relay

5

?

plan. Cne gmell [sroup would cteal z liorse ~r horses end

=
¥ .

make his wey rapidly ~utyof the z2ountry to ~oms rather
. ' \ .

_l}. ) )

distgnt ré rerbte nideont hers a smell group of TCon-

' federégés vould meet them a2né hustle fkp stnhlen h~rses on
. < . g ;

- . £ ’

-to enoShér ramcte rendezvous stc, With o« we)) orpaized

»
~
“

bend woxring 11 such munner it wws next to imposcihle to
t ' T N .

., recover the horces stolen by sucn a gang. The Lienemans
Pwncd sors 204 aorses wien ‘hay settled on Otter Creek

in 1895 engibuilt their house :m1 rorn combined under ope

g - “~

/ roof as ¢ zsusure of safety wzainst horse thisves,

-

The Lienemen homasteed as situeted in the hecrt of

. .

the vast éﬁd cnce fTamoul . otezple Renche It is 4 notsble

€.
A ”~

< ooincidsnce ,tno,t{at their picket ro.se and barn were con~

"~ .
~

structsd over thLa very -pati. 37 ona of the famous 014 ccttle

trails from Jexas to Kanéas,thc treil tnat crossed Red River

.

at Doan's Store und came on north through the Kiowa-Comanche

~
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and Cheyenne-Arapsho Reservations. 4bout & mile south of
. i

the location of -their old picket hoise the trail came in
from the south wud eest from toe brecks nd divided east

+

of Otter Creek, crossed 0 the west bottom end theics went -

P

vorth alaﬁg ﬁhé we3t banks of Otter and cver the vary sp&t

‘"Whtff’fI;;;mnn's,fa;her built his houeste: 2 how e-burn igf ":
1865, thre.the qld trail left the bluffs in+its course -
across btt.r Cresk- there r;mains to this day very notice-‘
able evidences of it; the sams iz true of = certain plece
iﬁ;fha landséape'abcué a mile.ndrthtest of tie 0ld Lieneman
Lomastead,

In 1897 Mr. Lieneman honesteaded aléng Otter Creék just
south of his father's claim. .At the pre;ent time, however,
he 11v=sﬁon his f.%aer's old‘homostoﬁd,~%nd it is & very .
noteble fact,too,that Le still occupies the »ld cedar picket
dwelling the family built {n 1895, This old house still
in a remarkably gocd state of preservation,is 0;0 of the

lardmarks of this section of Oklahoma and has a most unique

hisvorical background. During Liene..an's days &t Fort Supply
N )

~
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" @ vast amoun”. of hay was put up every yeur on the Miflitery
) iwsorvatiod to feed the Government norses end mules, | All
thA\work wes done by civiliens on <oatrsets let by ‘tle

Goverhment. Certain gpecificutinns were stipulated by tihe

Y zﬁ t¢ she heightlL, width snd length of stecks 3t6,

Mr, Lieneﬁ\- tcok part in those gxtensive hay-making opera-

tions. TEe ga;ater nurt of the p?{h work wes Jone by oxen
and Li;noman b&«ame a8 verv good"bull skinner." During ;
ha;~hakidg season YOI tae lat; }50'3 Mr. Lienemen «nd a mén
of the neme cf Ros;l.e lsft Fort supply oneyﬁofni13 with a
f; e yok; bull-teum hitched to & huge and sturdy wagoq,ﬁound

» \

for t‘e canyon country wolvo or fifteen.-miles northeest of

A ‘\ ‘
the rort to cut out and haul bank & big load of a certain

kind of poles WhiCA tne  found most suitable for use in

A

putting up.hey ercad * we xlitar/ 3t. It wus the plun of

. Lieneman and ‘Hoselle to-‘be away one ni -1+t onl: and to be
. back st the Fort with tneir l&ad by iLhe evening of the
second day., They knew there would be no water for the ox

}

T gﬁey sxpected to cut their load

A
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of poles; nevertieless, they calculated to let tne P

gnimels do rithout
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water uatil they got back to the Fort,

I
which they Lslieved surely wruld be the next day follow~

ing the dey of thei

\

withhtham for the o

T

-

ox teams to traes t
fopr o;enbnoverthol
wandered swav. The
,f&r"tﬁaso oxen én t
of cut%ing poles th
get. started beck to

third day away and

On ths northris

fldbdwaters hed wab

the benk away from
“water was eizht to

the trail over whic

the Fort with thein

I

r departure. Hence they‘tvok no w#ter
’ i

¥ tesms to drink. Lienemen 5haineé the

— . . ’ .
ne first night out but two yoke or

— - L

|
ess, got loose during the night and
) !

13 ‘ ¥
time spent in s&n unsuccessful search
i

he morning following so delayed t#e work
h ]
at they did unot finish their load;&nd

j
the Fort till the mrm.ing of theﬁr
the oxen vere still without watof&
ide of Beaver Creak close ;o the Port
ned out quite &« lar-e snd doep_%&lq along
the stream's current. This body of back
ten feet dee; in scme pleces and;wee n;ar

h Lieneman £nd floselle would retura to

. ¢
load of poles. Lienemsn +es in charge

|

of the oxen &nd weag

on-load of poles when tl.ey reached the

’
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immediate vicinity of the biz pond of back-weter, ®hile
stillvsome distance away the oxen asmelled the water and,
i:though drawing @ heavy load,they started in a fLantic dash
for it to quench their ‘extreme thirst, Mr, Lisneman sought
in vain to control the H>utfit but thsy left ghél ad =nd

plunged do¥n over g high qgggipggg,into the weter jpulling

the lowd of poles down with them. Lieneman fq;lowéd and

was obliged tc swim out. Some af the oxen noarly'd owned
end the nol-s floated off the wagon, Roselle arrivea and

reprimended Lieneman sharply. when they finully got- ﬁho
oxen &nd wagon out of the 3&ter the sntire outfit boggeé\\

down in the qulcmsandfmakin; it necessary to unhitch the \
anima;s and leave the wacon for tre time being.

From Woodward som; thirty'miies distant.mr. Lieneman
hsuled all of their supplies for sevétal ysars efter locate-
ing on the Ottar Crgbk nc.asstevd in 1895, Thsir nsarest
ndiéhsor lived five niles away. Until a«fter the turn of -
the cerntury thnay dld.compa}&tiyely littli farmingﬂ Limit-
less range was Ires and téey depsnded lergsly on raising

.- ,
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livestock for a livelihood. They used to 3affc? 2D bones
snd haul them to Woodward und the bones usually brougnt

gbout $5.00 per ton. Jonn J. Cerlach, @n eearly day banker
{

of Woodward,extend;d credit to Mre. Lienemun's father to the

sxtent of about $1600.,00,enabling them to carry over the

e . -
nard yeers of the middle wund late 'G0's. In the meantime

they acﬁﬁmﬁlated quite & bunch of cattle and horses, grazing-

them on the free raunge of the surrounding cowntry.

1



