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An Interview 7'ith Ids V.&y Le
Grange -uilHe, W Reno, Okie.

- I was b'orn in CHney, I ^ i n o i s , October "I4,.'I869. • My
/

father, WiTUem D. Le Grange wes born in indiana about 1637

end died in 1894 at the age of fifty-seven yeers.

*,iy mother, Martha Parsons Le Grange, was born in

Birmingham, Alabama, in T844 and died Inarch 22, ""897.

There were five children, three g ^ s and two boys#

We came to Kansas on the train and set t led on a farm near

Mound City, in Linn County. The country round about Wound

City iras rough and rowing. Ky sis.ter had married and

ijfioved out there two years previously, and she had -per-

fsuaded us to corne.

I t was already a pre t ty we^1 s e t f ed country when we

came there end I lived there with juy parents until I was

married to Mr. Thomas K Li l^ ie , in 1888. I was the mother

of three children before we took a notion to corne to'Ok"^-

home^in 1897.

We star ted to Ok1ahoma in e covered wagon that had
t '

an over-jet^which made our outfit pretty taH. ^e started

south f lowing the harvesting* The children and I
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stop-In the towns, and my husbend. would go out end get

work in the wheat f ie lds , staying in each pn ace until the

work, wou1 d run out ^hd then going on to en other p^ece.

We were in Cp'ttonwood F a i n s , "ensaSjOver Sundey and
/

stopped awhi1e at C1earwater, '^ensss. I used to get so,

tired riding on the wagon seat that I wou"1 d crawl beck on

the. bed with the children.

At one stop we found a crow with a broken wing. Ŝ me

hunter had shot i t end !'r. Li I1 ie_, thinking that i t might

make a aice pet for the children, picked-it up end brought

i t to the wagon. The baby he1 d her l i t f e fingers out to

make friends with i t , and the mean cPd crow b i t them so

hard that we had to force i t to "'et go of her finger. .We

did not kiT* i t but turned i t loose. Before leaving

Kansas, we he1 d a sa^e end so1 d off e^n our furniture and

stock, except our team. One of my s i s te r s was moving a"1 so

and we pooled our stock and furniture and so1 6 i t a I"1 a t

the same sa le .
«

We had to cross a raHroed north of the Cimarron

River, on our wey to Oklahoma end we t r ied to go under a

viaduct and our over-jet and wagon top was too high end

we had to back out and cut a man's barbed wire fence in

order td, get around the viaduct and over the ra i l road.
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/
We went to v i s i t iny s i s t e r and b ro ths r - in - l aw , I 'r,

end Mrs. S* D. Haver"1 y, 'who l ived out in Fflaine County,

cloge to Geary and Y.'etonge on a ^ a i m . 1'y b ro the r - in - 1 aw

was about reedy to prove up o n n i s c^aim, a1 though the re

were oui te a few colored people in tha t Neighborhood, and

my si a t e r "and brother-in'-"1 aw were in^re or ' 'ess d i s s s t i s f i e d

on tha t account.

Neither of us . l iked Oklahoma when we f i r s t car.e
i

and we wented to .go bee'- to Kansas. v;e v i s i t ec in 3laine

County for two weeks and then came to IS1 Reno. The house

we occupy at the present tii..e i s "'ocated on a spot that

was a wheat fiend when we f i r s t c; re here. Nearly a1*1 the

buildings were frame, on^y a few of'the;: being made of

brick. What sid9wa''ks there were, were i..ade of boards

end no paving at ai1 . After we moved to HH Reno, my

husband got work and so did I .

I took in washing and ironing, did house cleaning

#nd as I was*a good cook, baked end so1 d home-made bread
i

and pies and with !'.r. L i l H e ' s work and mine, we got along

pret ty we"1"*.

Our f i r s t home in S1 Reno, was in the northwest par t

of town and i t was a sma11 three roomed house. We paid

\
s
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$6.00 or $7.00 a moaths rent for i t . 'A'e hac tp buy

water end paid 10 cents a be.rre"1 for i t . A man brought

i t in a %arge tank from Caddo Spr^inps. Our weter Kan's

neioe was &1 A^dridge. Ŷe often pot wood f ro^n, the r i v e r

end cut e.nd so1 d sor»e b1 eck jacl' vood. ^ac'-" jacV V7ood

was e^ue1 to coa1 and i t so1d for '"'.EO for a ""arge "'oed

and so we often bought wood, ins tead of prA\\g <'̂ "tgr i t ,

especi£i1'!y i f v/p, were vf-ry busy. I 'r . l i ^ ^ i e hrd a large

teeth-and did ^ots of lieu1 ing; he "housed br ie ' from the

brick yerd about two rui^es northwest of town for Fry-

.bergers f i r s t business bu i ld ing , thet i s located a t

204 South ^Ickford S t r e e t . Our wain food consisted of

fa t pork, fa t s ice r.eat, po ta toes , cabbr-ge, fnd we r̂ -ade

our own hominy. '
r

v«e''wou1d go and gather rV d p^unis eud pan them and

make p̂ um butter end p">uir, je1 ' ly. We raa^de so nuch of i t

that getting t i red of i t I took a **ot of p̂ uru butter and

•plum jeT'y to the stores and traded for something; e^se.

Our children were very fond of crackers and one time I

boaght a "'erge wooden box fu"11 of them. The box of

crackers cost .^.EO and they• "tasted a 1ong (time. Eggs
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*• were about I cents a dozen, end" 8 lady brought butter to

û  for "•£ and 20 cents a pound. F\our was 75 &nd '30 cents

for a f i f ty pound sack. Sugar, so"1 d twenty-one pounds for

a $1.00 ant side meet was C- cents and. 6 cents a pound.

The-first year tha t we vere in "^ Reno, we kept my s i s t e r ' s

boy so thet he cou"1 d go to schoo"1 ; v/e kept hin. unti1 my

s i s t e r moved to town. Vy s i s t e r ' s hugbend gave us a big

hog for taking care of the boy. when dressed i t weighed

over two hundred pounds.

Mr. Fryberger had a combiktftion dry goods and

grocery store and we traded with him a long time.

We a^so traded with a l'x» Prince. '

Dr. Roberts was our feini^y physician; he was a good

• doctor who was in E7 Reno in the ear^y days end was e

practicing physician in E1 Reno for a ''onf time.

I wa3 afraid of the Indians. I had never seen en

Indian before coming to Oklahoma, and heel never seen

cotton growing unti1 on our f i r s t t r ip South. On our

W8y, coming dovn here, we kept seeing some gr^en stuff

growing and kept wondering whet i t was snd on asking, i t

turned out to-be cow peas. We had never seen cow peas

before and did not know whet they were. There were
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of Indians here; you could go up town any Saturday and

the town wou^d be fuH of them. The Indians wou1 d dance

right up in the s t ree ts end we used to go up and wetch

them, just for amusement.' Lots of people wou"1 d-ki1"1

.rabbits and put the 1 egs and backs down in brine, for

la ter use.

. In 1898, we went on a t r ip into the Indian Territory,

thinking thst f'r. Xi l j ie cou1 d make some money chopping

wood for fue1 and s e e i n g i t by the 1oad as he was out

of work at the time, but he was taken sick with malaria,
r

or stow fever as they ca'11ed it at that time. Then one

of our hjrses died. We had just gotten through payingf
. for a new £60.00 sewing machine, and v;e had toltrade it

\

for, another hoxse. A woman named LCrs. Smith £ot me a

job, cooking for a 'co^ege or an Indian school thet W8s

••ocated at that time in th<* edge pf Wagoner. There were

thir ty-f ive s tudent^here . I t was e Government schoo"1

and Kra. and Mr. Lincoln were Superintendent end Manager

re8pective1y. I received $5.00 per week and ""odging and
>

\ meaV fdr myself and. family. There were two buildings

and we lived and did the cooking in the basement of one

of the 1afgO buildings. I t was a nice place to stay and-
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I kept the job until school was out, and then came back

to SI Reno. While wo were down in the Creek country, we

crossed the Arkansas River on a'ferry boat, paying 25

cents to get across* We.have gone over toll bridges also,

and usually the fee was 25 cents.

sA lot of bridges were toll bridges to begin with,

that is toll was collected on them until their cost

was paid and then the toll was discontinued.

There were lots of snakes, tarantulas, centipedes

and horned toads when we first came to Oklahoma, and we

went to the cyclone cellar nearly every night or. so, be-

cause of the bad wind storms* I had a brother-in-law

who lived at Warner. He loat a team, wagon, and quite a

drove into the river

without knowing about the quick sand and his outfit~sanl

before he could do anything about it.

We went to Arizona in 1925, selling all of our be-

longings here before we went; one of our children was
- 4

out there then and is still there. We have five children

now; two were born in Oklahoma and three before we came

here* We did not like the mountains of Arizona and so
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came baok to El Reno. We have a nice home at 714 North

Ohootaw and both of ua are still pretty well and buay.


