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‘Linnseus B. Renck,
Investigator,
November 40, 193%.

- 4

Interview with Peter T. Liensman,
May, Oklahoma,

I was born at old rort Dodge, Kanses, July 15,  1876.
My father was then employed by the United States Zovern-
ment doing carpénter work about the rort and doing some
freishtincg for the Government, The Summer of 1877 PFather
took a load of four thousand pounds of pof;toes for the
Government from Fort Dodge south over the then wild plains
- country to Fort Elliott, Texas.

In 1880 Father was t;ansrerred to Fort Supply, in the
Cherokee Sfrip and about & year later, in 1381, 1 came to
Fort 3upply with my mother-and sister from Fort Dodee in a
stagecoach over the old stage line between Fort Dodge =nd
fort Lupply.

YWhen I came to 3upply in '81 there were about five
thousand Indians ca ped on the reservation east of the post,
and in the fork of Wolf and Beaver Creeks extended a veri-

t2ble forest of Indian tepees. Namy of these Indians were

the northern Cheyennes the Government had breught froﬁ the
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nortimest and in the course of time they were taken on
to Cantonment and Fort Reno under escort of the troops
ffom Port Supply. liany Indians were about old Fort
“Supply under surveillance of the military authorities
quite continuously $ill shqortly before the post ﬁas
abandoned in 1595. These Indians were rationed reg-
ularly and paid cash annuities by the Governmént at
Fort Supply.
As I recall they were issued beef, on foot, at
intervals of ten days. The firm of lee and Reynolds,
then extensive freighters over the west for the United
tates Government and who transported most of tleir
cargo with“ox\taams, furnished the beef for the sol-
diers apd the Indians on the 3upply Resgrbation. I'illard
F. ’.’iord; late of this county and ~rnett, and an early-day
cowman in the country approximatin. old Fort Supply, also
furnished the beef for awhile., The beef cattle were deliv-
ered to the Indians on foot--u given number gvery ten days.
I eam of the belief tﬁat the beef allowance to the’Indians

was™et the rate of a pound and a quarter per capita daily,
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estimated dressed wei ht. All of" the beef cattle issued
to the Indl =ns around "ort 3u ply were supposed first to
have been weirhed over the Post scules ‘md those cattle
that went to the Indi-ms alwnys weivhed a plety.

WithoUt exception the cattle we e very wild, usunslly
beingz longhorned Texas stesrs. They were let out of a
lcg corral nd in a frantic dash for freedom they vere .
pursued b, th? Indians who vere armed with rifles .ith
which they shot the cattle. The Indians always shot a
critter downelike throurh the b.ck, never elsewhere unless
by mistake. This munner of shootin: them seldom ever killed
the animal inegtantly~--ususlly only p'ralyzeg them and they
?xmld,therefo;e)mopple over on the zround alive-but help-_
legas., In this positi-n the Indians, s-uaws and children
included, would pounce upon a fallen critter with knives nnd
tomahavwks., They never 'led n critter nnd they never reméved
the hi?ie first but like a savase beast, they cut, hackt;d,
and slashed throuch to tie intemal orsans ;1fat and devourea

them, bloody »nd raw. The Indims' manner of dressing a boef

was to remove the entire upper portion of the carcags first,

-
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Qnd rare was the instance in vhich they used the head

and the brisket--this residue of the beef critter being
left lying on the spot where tiey slaughtered the animal,
iven the smaller children scurcely beyond the infant stage

would scanmper away to the scene of slaupghte. and stand by

]

>
(9
(34
[

ns for the firast piecea of raw intestine to be taxen

b
”

¢

‘rom the beef and riven to them, These were strikin-

~

scenes'to me as quite a small boy during the first few
years of my life at rort Jupply, angd my recollection of
them is most vivid. On occasions my father would take
me to see the Indians slaurhter their cattle the Govern-
ment issued to them.

rort Supply was headquarterz for the intrepid .mos
chapman who spent many ye rs in the Indian 3cout service
for the Government durin.. the early aiztory of thic section

of the west. :e was staticied at sort Jupply as Chief 3gout

uhen 1 came there and supply continued to be Chapman's base
»

—— arations until he left the scout servive and settled

—_—
on a ranch on the Nerth Canadian not far from §eiling. Thus

¥
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. T was Chapman's neighbor at Fort Supply forl;ﬁ{;e a -
number of years and Chapman used to relate/ﬁany of his
earlier exreriences with the %ndiaﬁs to pﬂr family.

Recorded history has it t;at somef%ime Qpring the
Fall and Winter of '74 and '75 Chapy@n, with others, was
goin; over the plains from the camp »f Gensral liles on -~
ticClellan Creek in the Texsus Puhﬁandle fo fort Suprply

> //JI )
to deliver dispatches. On the gl&ins betwen the iashita

and t he South Canadian Rivers tue detachment of two scouts

.
/ e

and six cavalry trooperg&hreaﬁpgpked byuébout a hundred
Kiowa and Comanche war#;érs. The scouts and troopers took
to the meazer shelter of a buffg%o wallow not far distant,
and there dug in further with their Xnives but before Teach-
ing this wallow,,ﬁowever, one of the soldiers was shot ffogﬁ
his horse and 1eft mortally Qounded where he fell. The
*;Lther scout with Chapman and the six troopers makin.: this

/

perilous fide w s the noted 8i1ly Dixon whe later located

t

in the Prnhandle near where Borger, Texac, was founded many

/ ' . ’
yeafe afterwvard. ..2~»rding to m- version of the ineident as
(Y

/ R
I remember learin,;; Chapmen relate it, Billy Dixon was the ,

’
/

’ wd
.
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£irst to volunteer to leeve the buffalo wallok to abtempt
the rescue of the wounded irooper. Chapman countered
thou:h with the suggestion that since Dixon was a better
rifle shot tﬁan he that Dixon should remain with the
surviving troopers in the buffalo wallow and try to stand

off the attacking warriors while he, Chapman, ventured -

out to r;écﬁe their preostrate comrade some hundred yards

. distant. Accordingly it was amos Chapmen who performed
this merciful .nd derinz errand, =nd got one foot shot

off as he returned to' the buffalo wallow vi th the wounded
soldier on his back,’ Histor& says this wounded soldier's
life waslsaved, but as I rememfer'it, he died there on the
plains. Sam Manning of Hisggins, lexas, who came to Yort
Supply in 1574 and spent many years there in the Government
service will corroborate this story. The wounded and maimed
Chapmsn made it on to sort Suppi& where he was attended by
, the army doctors‘who bargly saved his life, so serious was

his condition.

Amos Chapman's wife was a Cheyenne woman whom I became

well acquainted with end-menyofChapmen's Indim kinsmen-
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by-marriage lived on the Supply Reservation for some
time., 3ome of thé kinsmen of Chapman's wife 1 distinctly
remember were her father, a younger and ﬁnmarried sister
and on¢ of her brothers. ‘ier father}s name was Stone,
014 Chief 3tone, as he was Knows. jer brother who was
called Buffalo wag a sub-ciief of/the Cheyennes,
0la Chief 3tone took part }é tiie buttle o% adobe
«+alls which occurred the Summq{ of 1874 at tlhe old adobe
walls tradin@'post on the Sqﬂéh Canadian itiver just over ” /
the Cklahoma boundary a fiy/miles west ond Chief Stone // ///
)

said that two of his sons were killed in that battle. /' /
The Cheyenne sub-chief, Buffalo, was a consummate / f
renéqade. Alone, or leading small bands of other Indiana/
buffalo used to make repeated forays against the ranchers,’
slaughtering their cattle and committing depredations
otherwise. DBuffalo's createst crime against the white
man's lays,and conscience, however, seemed to have bgén !
stealing ﬁeres; and bold and daring he was in taking them,
Because Buffalo was & kinsman by marria~e of Amos Chapman ,

and Amos was an influential man amon< the Cheyennes; also
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gn influential sovernment emnployee wkmm the cowmeén "used"
/énd vice versa, Buffalo's outrages were endured mbre '
}/than otherwise micht have been the case.

It was dquring the laté '80ts that this mischievous
Cheyenne was in the vieinity of’old Can tonmen t witﬁ other
Indians just when the old Umbrella Cow outfit happened
through that localit¥ ~0ing north with a herd of about

eleven hundred head of horses, being trailed up from Texas.

Buffalo spied a beautiful stallion in the herd 1nd would

<

have him regardl@ss. |.e sought to bluff the foreman of
the outfit infq/:iving him the horse but, failin: thus to
get the animaf{ proceeded to possess the horse in much the

‘sare manner As hé/had satisfied his fancy for hqrses in past

1nstqnces, by ri’in5 boldly into the midst of the herd of

v rrae -

horses a ter the stallion, notwjthstanding the threat of the

foreman to,éhoot the Indian if he attempted o take the
/
horegg Bpp the wily, defi?nt Cheyenne proceeded to rope

the horse of his eye and wq;k hiw. out of the hepd,. only to
mget the Texas cOWpﬁncher who made good his threat by shoot~-

ing Pﬁffalo to death on the spot.
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The other Indians became so engg;ed over this
offense that they immediately threaténed the white men
in charge of the herd of horses wifh retaliation in kind
and proceeded to inform Indians qfstant fron Cgntonment

of Buffalo's tragic end. The co%boys were greatly oute

: /
numbered and took refuge in thg bakery at Cantonment,

/
abandoninz ?heir herd of horsés. There they barricaded
/

/
themselves‘ﬂnd prepared for/@hat they thought was to be

a defense éf their lives o#t there was a military tele~
graph line between Cantonéant ano Fort Supply thosa’days
and a message w%g/rushoﬁ/over the wires to Supply ‘Por
t:oops. T remam er weil the excitedent at Fort Supply

and th llghtning--l}ke action of the soldiers there in

I3

, / £
preparing t¢ respond to the 3 0 S call from Cantonment.

At thet particular’ time two troops of the 9th United

States Cavalry and some six or seven companies of Infantry
. , , /
¥ere statiomed at Fort Supply, plus quite a strong Scout’
N / . 1

force, composed mos#tly of Indians, Both troops of Cavalry
/

!

and all of the Infantry proceeded, forthwith, to Cantonment

but the Cavalry/&roopers were the first to le ve, departlng
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for Cantonment about 8:60 PM, cheering wildly as they
gaelloped by my father's house as they left the Post,
The 9tn Cavalry then was & negro regiment and/;zii
very splendid and audaéious soldiers. The Infantry troops
required more time to prepare to depart for Cantonment

and left Fort Supply later in the night -in army transport

wagons drawn by mules--two spans of them hitched to each

waZon .

1 was playing abo 7 afternoon-—whesr———
—

the news of trouble down at Cantonment was flashed over
the military telegraph line to Fort oupply and clearly
* remember of having heard the clarion call of the Post

bugler when he blem the oall "boots and saddles™ on his

trumpet. I had learned tﬂ§\$ignificance of ell the dif-
'

e e

ferggﬁ_ﬁgglﬁ_cﬂllaT—which”'EE;IEFEEIy true of all other ]

civiliens then at Fort Supply. The bugler's call that
afternoon alarmed most everyone within hearing about the
Post Tor when the Post bugler sounded "boots and saddles"

R , i other words, a cell to arms, to assemble--for

action of ﬁgme nature,

e

~
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1t was sixty-five miles to Cantomment by way of an
established tr il but the cnavalry troops arrived bhefore
dnyli~ht tre mornini following. I'roops were cnlled also
. »
from cort “eno :md fran still another post, the name of
Mhicg 1 ean't remember, jnybe it Wﬂé‘;g%% S5ill. oy sun-upd

the dny followin,; the murder af Buffalo taousnsds of in-

dinns hod rathered rround Contonuien b throatenin - untownrd

581

~etion becauge of their so rosentinp, the killin;: of one
of their kinémun. liowever, the a.cabsing ol 50 many trobps
in sich short order and dipl.omutic p:rloy' with tho thrent-
enin’ [pdiuns seemin:ly over :wed 'nd ,acified them; at

least, a bloody clash between the two races was‘aﬁoided

't Cantonniont that time ovor the feeling the shooting of

Chapman's brother-in-law .engendered and the cowpurichers

3

sere si:fely rescued Trom tbeir improvised fortress in the

f)

Cantonment hnkory.

In the me.ntime, however, mmy of the Texans! horses

diappenred and were never found. ,1lle -edly the besieping

indiems made away with those unaccounted for n. 1 the in-

dians were oblired to nay for many of the horae. by

1Y
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having their 'ixed value deoductad- fram tho cash annuition
ageruin.s to the ndisns in the futhire and delivered to
the ownorn of the horaen which dlnnDDOnrqq while tho msn

’
{n charyo of the heord wero beleagsusred in the Cantonment

bakery,

.

Thoe younger afator of amon Chapm-n'n wifao and of

t

iffalo, and Lhe dnuzhter of old chiel:Stonn wni zrown

whan | oame Lo know her well and ol wan ona of tin bonst

looking Indian wonen | over nnw. One ovoning whllg;ﬁy.
father and | wero nt our cow lot and barn millking we
hanrd the reoport of two rifle ahols away to the engt of
us in the vicinity of the Indfian camp ;rou and auppected

{t moant somothing unuaual had happoned among the Indinns,

Later 4n the svening wo learnor thotoeortain—Indinn
buek who had hoon favoring the unwad douzhtor of old chief
Stone with hio attentions had attompted thal evening to

stonl nway witli the attr.ctive young squaw with o view of

mnking hor his wife. Chiel Jtons, whoorposot—timtmrton

digoovored the younp buck fleeing with hin daughtor before

tha adbduotor got beyond the ranse of .jtone's Winochestor
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rifie and sbot the dashing Yuck from his horse. .
The -very sévere vinter of '85 wnd '86 w.s the hardest

sinter I ever experienced ia this’country. Cattle losses

were staguering and cattle drifted with the stomms from

as far nortih us liebraska to the locality of ro.t Supply

that Winter, but the streams, the ran-;c catt$le's only

source for water, were frozen solidly for weeks at a tiue

and consequently m:ny cattle died for the lack of water $0- — - —-

drink. There were many Indians-about Fort Supply that
~inter :nd they m de a ;r&ctice of salva;ain-: the car-
i
. casses of the catthhgpatF;erished within accessable dis--

!

- ‘[ N
tances fro.. the Fort and thus the supplemented the beefl.

issued to them by the Government. '

The Indiuns were hglf-starved part of the time because
of 8o much c~raft und corruption practiced by those charged
viith providing sufficienﬁ food for them,

f .
The reason so manyslndians were around :ort 3upyply

!

quite continuously durinh most of the time I lived at the

post was to keep them fro.. causing trouble otner places.

|



