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Linnaeus B. Ranck,
Investigator,
November 30,

Interview with Peter T» Lieneman,
May, Oklahoma.

I was born at old Fort Dodge, Kansas, July 15,^1876.

My father was then employed by the United States Govern-

ment doing carpenter work about the Fort and doing some

freighting for the Government. The Summer of 1877 Father

took a load of four thousand pounds of potatoes for the

Government from Fort Dodge 3outh over the then wild plains

country to Fort E l l i o t t , Texas.

In 1880 Father was transferred to Fort Supply, in the

Cherokee Strip and about a year l a t e r , in 1-581, I cam9 to

Fort Supply with my mother-and s i s te r from Fort Dodge in a

stagecoach over the old stage line between Fort Dodge cind

Fort supply.

When I ca-ne to Supply in fBl there were about five

thousand Inditos ca. iped on the reservation ea3t of the post,

and in the fork of Wolf and Deaver Creeks extended a ver i -

table forest of Indian topees. I'axy of these Indians were

the northern Cheyennos the Government had brought from thd
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northwest and in the course of time thej were taken oh

to Cantonrasnt and Fort Reno under escort of the troops

from Fort Supply. Many Indians were about old Fort

"Supply under surveillance of the military authorities

quite continuously t i l l shortly before the post was

abandoned in 1S95. These Indians were rationed reg-

ularly and paid cash annuities by the Government at

Fort Supply.

As I recall they were issued beef, on foot, at

intervals of ten days. The firm of Lee and Reynolds,

then extensive freighters over the west for the United

States Government and who transported most of their

cargo with'ox teams, furnished the beef for the sol-

diers and the Indians on the Supply Reservation. J'illard

F. Word, late of this county and *rnett, and an early-day

cowman in the country approximating old Fort Supply also

furnished the beef for awhile. The beef cattle were deliv-

ered to the Indians on foot--*, given number every ten days.

I am of the belief that the beef allowance to the Indians

was'̂ at the- rate of a pound and a quarter per capita'daily,
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estimated dressed wei ;ht. All of the beef ca t t le issued

to the Indians around rrort 3u ply were supposed f i r s t to

have been weirded over the Post scales und tho.r»e ca t t l e

that went to the Indium alwnys '.veif/hod a plenty.

7/ithout exception the ca t t l e ~e e very wild, umaolly

being lon^horned Texas steora. They were l e t out of a

leg corral -md in a frantic dash for freedom they wore •

pursued b^ the Indians who were amiod with r i f l e s ..Ith

which they shot the c a t t l e . The Indians always ehot a

c r i t t e r down»-like through the b.ck, never elaewhere unless

by mistake. Thin manner of shootin;; tliem saldom ever ki l led

the animal instantly—usually only p' raly/.ed them and they

YK5nld,therefore\topple over on the ground olive-but hel"p-

lesa. In this position the Indians, s-'Uaws and children

included, would pounce upon a fallen c r i t t e r with kniver. and

tomahawks. They never Med n c r i t t e r ind they never removed

the hide f i r s t but l ike n savage beast, they cut, hacked,

and' slashed through to the internal organs f i r s t and devoured

thetn, bloody -̂ nd raw. Pho I n d i e s 1 manner of dressing a b^ef

was to remove the ent i re upper portion of the carcass f i r s t ,
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and rare wao the instance in wflaich they used the head

and the brisket—thia residue of the beef ,c r i t te r being

lef t lying on the spot ydiere they slaughtered the animal.

Even the smaller children scarcely beyond the infant stage

would scamper away to the scene of slau^hte.- and stand by

waiting for the f i r s t piece of raw intes t ine to be taken

lrom the beef and r;iven to them. These v/ere atrikin::

scenes to me as quite a snail boy during t)ie f i r s t few

years of my l i f e a t rort .3upj>ly, and ray recollection of

them is most vivid. On occasions ray father would take

roe to see the Indians slaughter their c a t t l e the Govern-

ment issued to them.

rt>rt Supply was he ad quart QV 3 for the intrepid .onos

Chapman who spent rany ye ' rs in the Indian Scout service

for the Government durin.- the o«>rly history of thic section

of the west. :e was s t a t i c iod a t rort JuppJ.y an Chief 30out

when I came there and oupi-ly continued to be Chapman's base

-—of_jQ£e_rations un t i l he lef t the scout service and se t t led

on a ranch on the North Canadian not far from Soi l ing . Thus
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T was Chapman'3 neighbor at Fort Supply for njdite a

number of years and Chapman used to relate/many of his
' • /

earlier experiences with the Indians to pur family.
u

Recorded history has i t that some'time dAiring the <

Fall and Winter of '74 and '75 Chapman, with othera, was

goin;; over the plains from the cainp jf General Miles on *•
/

t f

McClella;: Greek in the Texas Paiihandle to /ort Supply
/ a

to deliver dispatches. On the plains between the tfashita

and t h© South Canadian Rivers the detachment of tv/o 3couts

O
six cavalry troopers ware attacked by about a hundred

Kiowa and Comanche vjari/iora. The scouts and troopers took

to the meaner shelter of a buffalo wallow not far distant,

and there dug in further with their knives but before reach-

in/? this wallow, however, one of the soldiers v/as shot from

his horse and left mortally wounded where he fel l . The

other scout with Chapman and the six troopers makin,: this

perilous ride w s the noted Silly Dixon who later located

in the £>unhandle near where Borger, Texau, was founded many '

q nft.RrvmrA. ..carding to m ' version of the incident as

/ " — - — *
I,/remember hearin,; Chapman r e l a t e i t , Billy Dixon wan the ,
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first to volunteer to leave the buffalo wallow to attempt

the rescue of the wounded trooper. Chapman countered

though v<lth the suggestion that since Dixon was a better

rifle shot than he that Dixon should remain with the

surviving troopers in the buffalo wallow and try to stand

off the attacking warriors while he, Chapman, ventured v

out to rescue their prostrate comrade some hundred yards

distant. Accordingly i t was amos Chapman who performed

this merciful .nd darin; errand, and got one foot shot

off as he returned to* the buffalo wallow va th the wounded

soldier on his back.' History says this wounded soldier's
i

l i f e was saved, but as I remember' i t , he died there on the

plains. Sam Manning of Higgins, i'exas, who came to JTort

Supply in l£74 and spent many yearc there in the Government

service will corroborate th is s tory. The wounded and maimed

Chapman made i t on to n'ort Supply where he was attended by

the rjcmy doctors who barely saved his l i f e , so serious was

his condition.

Amos Chapman's wife was a Cheyenne woman whom I became

1^~~wt1rtrlTmrHnrmY nf nhopmnn' fl Jnriim kinsmen-
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by-marriage lived on the Supply Reservation for some

time. Some of the kinsmen of Chapman's wife I distinctly

remember were her father, a younger and unmarried sister

and onf of her brothers. :er father!s name wis Stone,

Old Chief stone, d3 he was'known, •lev brother who was

called i3uffalo was a sub-chief of/the Cheyenneo.

Old Chief Stone took part in the battle of adobe

..(alls which occurred the Summe/ of 1874 at the old Adobe

walls trading post on the 3ojlth Canadian Hiver just over

the Oklahoma boundary a fey miles west -nd Chief Stone

said that two of his sans were killed in that battle. ' I

I /
The Cheyenne sub-chief, Buffalo, was a consummate /

renegade. Alone, or leading small bands of other Indiana/ -

Aiffalo used to make repeated forays against the rancher/a,/

slaughtering the i r ca t t le and committing depredations

otherwise. Buffalo's greatest crime against the white

man's laws and conscience, however, seemed to have be/en
• A

stealing horses; and bold and daring he was in taking them.

Because Buffalo was a kinsman by marriage of Amos Chapman,

and Amos was an influential man amonc; the Cheyennes; also
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/

an influential Government employee whom the cowmen "Used"

/and vice versa, Buffalo's outrages were endured more

than otherwise mi,<;ht have been the case*

I t was during the la te f80 fs that th is mischievous

Cheyenne was in the v ic in i ty of old Cantonment with other

Indians just when the old Umbrella Cov/ outf i t happened

through that local i ty ^oing north Y/ith a herd of about

eleven hundred head of horses, being trai led up from Texas*

Buffalo spied a beautiful s ta l l ion in the herd and would

have him regardless, i.e sought to bluff the foreman of

the outfit into/giving him the horse but, failin;: thus to'

get the animal, proceeded to possess ,the horse in much the ,

' sase manner /as he ĥ id satisfied his fancy for horses in past

instances,/by riding boldly into the midst of the herd of

horses af^ter/the stallion, notwithstanding the threat of the

foreman/to ^hoot the Indi an if he attempted to take the

horsey But£ the wily, defiant Cheyenne proceeded to rope
i t / » /

/ / .
the -horse of his eye and wo^k him out of tpe herfl,. only, to

meet the Texas cowpuncher wfto made good his threat by shoot-
* -

ing iftiffalo to death on the spot.
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The other Indians became so enraged over this

offense that they immediately threatened the v&ite men

in charge of the herd of horses wiih re ta l i a t ion in kind

and proceeded to inform Indians distant from Cantonment

of Buffalo's t ragic end. The cowboys were greatly out-
/
/

numbered and took refuge in the! bakery at Cantonment,
/

abandoning the i r herd of horses. There they barricaded
/ /
/ /

themselves ând prepared for /what they thought was to be
a defense of their lives bjit tlnere was a military tele-

graph line between Cantonment and Fort Supply those' days
/ /and a message ways, rushed over the wires to Supply 'for

troops. I remember well the excitement at Fort Supply

and the lightBiag--li /ke action of the soldiers there in

preparing td respond to tjie S O S cal l from Cantonment,
/ ' *

At that particular/ time two troops of the 9th United

States Cavalry "ind some six or seven companies of Infantry;

were stationed at i?ort Supply, plus quite a strong Scout,
force, composed mos/bly of Indians, Both troops of Cavalry

//
and all of the Infantry proceeded, forthwith, to Cantonment

but the Cavalry/troopers were the first to ler.ve, departing
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for Cantonmont about 8:00 PM, cheering wi ld ly as they

galloped by my f a t h e r ' s house aa they l e f t the P o s t .
they

The 9tn Cavalry then was a negro regiment and/Trere

very splendid and audacious s o l d i e r s . The Infan t ry t roops

required more time to prepare t o depar t fo r Cantonment

and l e f t Fort Supply l a t e r in t he n igh t in army t r a n s p o r t

wagons drawn by mules—two spans of them h i tched to each

wagon. r

1 was pleyingjabok^

the newa of t roub le down at Cantonment was f lashed over

the military telegraph line to Fort oupply and clearly

remember of having heard the clarion ca l l of the Post

bugler when he blew the oall "boots and saddles" on hl3

trumpet. I had learned the\significance of e l l tne dif-

ferent bugle_qaJLla-f--wM<rhr~yg3^1argely true of a l l other

civil ians then at Fort Supply. The bugler ' s oal l that

afternoon alarmed most everyone within hearing about the

Post -for when the Post bugler sounded "boots and saddles"

other words, a ce l l to arms, to assenble—for

action of sane nature.
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l t was s ix ty - f ive mi lea to Cantonment by way of an

est-ibliohed t r i l but the cnvnlry troops nrrivod before

day i i -h t the niofnini-: following. rrooj»a were culled -llso

from ,-ort '-eno --md fran .>t i l l nnothe- pos t , tho name of

.which I c a n ' t remombor, nnybe i t wos /o r t T i l l . i»y aun-u^

the &ny follow!n,: the murder of Buffalo t:iou:ia.'.dp of Jn-

di'in3 h-jd authored rround C"ntoni.jeal t l ^oa t en in" uatownrd

-.ntinn becouao of t h e i r so reaentinp, the k i l l i n r , of o»^

of thei r kinanwn. Ifowever, the u,asainK of BO many troops

in 3tch .short order and diplornutic !»xloy with tho t h r e a t -

ening Indians seemingly over'Wed ind pacif ied them; a t

l e a s t , a bloody claa'n between the two races was avoided

.t Cantonment tha t time ovor the f ee l ing the ohootlng of

Chapman1:) brother-in-law-engendered and the cowpunchers

,;ere s-ifely .rescued from t h e i r improvised f o r t r e s s in the

Cantonwent b'lkory.

In the me in time, however, m/sny of tho Texans1 horse a

diappeored and were never found. ..lie-edly the

indiois made away with those unaccounted for ...vi the in-
*

dians were obliged to pay f ° r niany of the horse^ by
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K t h o i r f ixed vnluo doductad-frcsn tho cnnh a n n u l t i o o /

t o o r u i n . ' to tho indinnn In tho f u t u r a ;tnd do l lvo rod to

ovmorn f>T t.ho hornon v/hlrh iHnnpponrtvl whtln tho inontvl

in chnrr.o of l.ho h^rd worn bolon^unrod In thn O/tntonmrtnt

Tho yovuif-'.nr niofcoi* oC anuui C h n p n v n ' r : w 1 fn a n d o f

i h i f f . i l o , Mild l-)in dMti^li t o r o f o l d ().hi ©f; "»Lonn nnn ifr^vn

whon 1 oomo t o know h o r w o l l nnd iilui WM.--. o n o o f t i n !>o«t

looking Indlnn ,woiuoii l ovor rmw. Qno ovonln^ w^l lo my

Hither -md I w«ro n t our cow l o t mid bnrn mil kin,--: wo

hnnrd tlio r e p o r t of tW(J r l T l o abotn uw/iy to thn onnt of

iid In Lho v i c i n i t y of tho Indian camp nrOCJ find nnnpootod

t t tno-int tiomothJnp; tinuau«.l )md hfltnponsd oinonK tho l n d i n u o .

La t o r In fcho uvonlnK wo lonru»'l—bhut u otartaln—Indlnn

buck v.ho h.-id Unon fuvorlrw: t-lio unwo.l dau^Jlitor c>r oid ChioT

Stone wi th h to a t t e n t ' l o n o h.-ul at toniptod t h a t cvonlnK to

otottl nway with tho a t t r . c t i v o yovmg n()uaw wi th n vlow of

t!io union-;

dlaaovorod tho younK Imak f loo in?* wi th hin dnu^htor boforo

tho abduotor go t beyond tho vtuv.o or Jfcono'n Winohootor
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r i f l e and shot the dashing buck from his horse.

The very severe i.inter of f85 \nu r8G w\u the hai'dest

,iinter I ever experienced ia this country. Cattle losses

were s ta^erin^; and ca t t l e drifted wi tj. the storms from

as far north as IJebraska to the luca l i ty of l«'o. t Supply

that Winter, but the streams, the ran;e c i t ^ l e 'u only

source for water, were frozen solidly for weeks at a tii.a

and consequently m n̂y catt,le died, f.or the lack -of- rate?- -to

drink. There were many Indians'about Fort Supply that

..inter :nd they :u de a ; rdct ice of salvar.&in-; the car-
i

causes of the ca t t l e that1'>>erished within accensable dis- '

tances fro. i the Fort and thus the. supplemented the beef-

issued to them by the Oovernraent. * ,

The Indians were h£(lf-starved part of the time because

of so much f.raf.t uxid. corruption practiced by those charged
i

with providing sufficienjb food for them.
i • '

The reason so many1 Indians were around /o r t c3up])ly

quite, continuously curing rao3t of the time I lived at the

post was to keep them froi,. causing trouble otne-r places.


