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INTERVIEW WITH JOHN HARRISON (COLORED)

By
Le Wy Wilaon wecwceweu-Fipld Worker.

Historicel Indiax Ressarch Worke.
Joha Harrison anawersd the queations asked and volunteered

the following information. ' I

I was born in 1857 oun a plantation cwmed by Lioses
Perryman, This plantation was located near the present
inland tomn of Clarksville, Oklahoma or about eight miles
east of the present town of Haskell, Oklahoma and is
known as the Choski bottoms,

Perryman was & Creek Indisn and later his brother
Joe Perrymam becams a Creek Chief of the Creek Nation,

I now live near the prosent‘mt city limitas of Haskell,
Oklahome on the Haskell«Porter Oklahoma highway,

UOTHER www- Katie Harrison was born in Georgia and
was moved to Indisn Territory as a slave in 1837, was
sold on the block at a place umknowr to ne, shortly after
her arrivel from ths old country J(msaning Ceorgiasls Moae
Perryman bought Mothsr, Skhe is buried at Yahola, Oklshoms.

PATHER ~=-w= Harry Harrison was born in Georgia and
came agme time as mother in 1837, Perrymaz bought him and
later solf him to a slave buyer just before the Civil War

toock him away = and no one sver knew what becoms of him,
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LIFE ARD CUSTOMS BEZORE THE CIVIL WAR,

I don't lmow much about thimgs before the
War, only what Mother told me, She said she did
not have to worry about food, clothing, medicines,
etc,, because her master cared well for all of
them,

There was game of all kinds, aguirrsl, rabbits,

wild turkeys, §opossum, coon, quails, desr, etc.

The cabins on the plantation were construsted
of logs « st00d on end and soms wers ’laid horizon-;
ally with clap board.roofs, punchson floors, shuttle
windows and large stone fire places.

The slaves were made to card the wool and cote
tor and would apin it on ths spinning wheel into
thread and then reel it and run it through t.he loonm
and make their own clothe The thread was usually
dysd before it was woven., The dys was made with

-u;nac o and copperas which would make a very good
tan, Indigo was purchased at trading posts and all
shades of blue could dbe made, Sycamore and ged Oak

bark would make a pink or red.
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They made their own shoes on the plantation.
& cow hide would be freed from Lair by ashes and
would be tanned with bark and from these 996 hides

/s
shoes wero made as well as pleces of harness., Ais

thers was no ahoe nails, shoe pegs were whittled
out and the soles were put on with thess pag;.
The rest of the shoes were sewed together with
waxed thread attached to hog bristles and dya!n
through the hole that was made by the pegging awl
The provisions for the plantation was hauled
from Fort Gibson, Indisn Territory, Fort Smith,
Amkunaga;~and Coffeyville, Kansas, by freiggt wagons
owned by Mose Ferryman, who owned the plantation,
The cooking of their food was done in the
fire place with pots, skillests, dutch ovens, stc,
-Othor,instfumsnto about the fire place wars fire
dog, hooks, and tongs, Haster Perrymsn had &
cook stove in his home at this time, but like the

slaves codked their food in the fireplace a long
4

time before the day of his cook stove,
There were all kinds of wild fruit and berre

ies, Blackberries, dewberries, gooseberries,
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strawberries. mulberries, grapgc;/ehorriao, and
wild plum. //”/
Wild game was in ﬁ&ndunce. Wild turkey,
quail, rabbit, squirrel, mink, muskrat, deer, wild
pigeon, and -ong/gcar, and buffalo, The streams
were full og/f:;h.
Th c were plenty of nuts in the fall of the &
year.  Hiokory nuts, walnuts, and pecans, |
, Mother has told me that before the War that
the people as & whole ware living very camrqrtably
and satisfieds The Indians, Creek Indians had intere
married with the white and colored smd bessme citie
zens of the tribe and that they too were satisfied

with the full blood im this new land of theirs,

CIVIL WAR

T he slave cwners which were practically al}
Indians or descendants of the Imdimns owned many
slaves and nsturally theéy were not interested in
the War at ita beginning., They did not care to
take sides with gither the North or South until the

question of slavery aross, Moat all of the slave
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owners mhde a treaty with Albert Pike, Confederats
Commissioner to fight with the Souths This is also
true of many of the full blood €reeka. There was a
faction, however, that did not care to be bound to
the treaty and sought to take refuge in Kansas and
arrenged to éo there taking with them all of their
possessions. IEnroute to Kansas they were overtaken
and attacked by the Confederatms, They suffered a
great loss at the hands of the Confederatesa, and
they finished their trip into Kansas in a terrible
storm in the dead of winter, sick, dyiﬁg, and des~
titute, ?hey were very angry at the Confederates
snd all of them enlisted in the Northern Army.
There were some, however, who enlisted in the
Northern Army that staysd at home and if I remember
right they organized three regiments af the Creekas
and they wers stationed at Fort Gibsoa under the

comeand of General Blunte, Thoss who joineé the

Confederacy were also organized into regiments and they
wore stationed in the Choctaw, &nd Chickasaw Nation at

Fort Tashita and at othsr Forts in that locality under

/
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the command of Colonel D, H, Cooper and J, M, -~
KcIntoah, L

Mother and I were taken to Fort Washita
and finally to Texaa and then returned to Indian
Territory in 1866¢ I was about ten years old,
The negross were freed and mother knew nothing
more to do than to return to the locality im
the Indian Territory where she had lived, We
finally got back to what is now Yahola, Oklahoma,
I don't remember the road we traveled, but it
must have been the old Arbuckle road, I ramsmber
mother and I walked acraac the prairies through
the-high grass and we came to the Blutord’MIIIQr
ranch near the 0ld trading poat at Lee, Mother
went to work there for Mr, Miller and I helped
around the ranch as only a boy could do. We
stayed there about five years and moved to the
Cresk 4gsncy which was on the South side of Fera
Mountain northwest of the present city of Muskoges,
Oklahoma. I can't tell of any battles other tham ‘ »
what I was told after I grew up, by my relatives,

They have told me that the battls of Hoxney Spring

¥ : .
which g@n logated near the present town of Oktaha,
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Oklshoma, was fought in mid summer - in July, end
that the Northern Army whipped the Sowthern Army
and drove them back into the wilderness of the
North Canadian river, Many lives were lost on
both sidess The battle lasted from the break of
day until late that evening in July. £If you will
see my nephew, Jake Simmons, he has all the records
and can tell you more about the battle on Elk Creek

or Honey Spring, ( See the interviewers report on

Jake Simmons, )

——

LIFE AND CUSTOMS BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR

All of the Nations of the Five Tribes suffer=
ed sxtensively account of the War, The Choctaw, and

Chickasaw Nation suffered beomuse it was in their

_Territary that the Confederate Army was quartered

and lived during the life of the War and it was
naturally a drain on the citizenship of those tribes.
The Creek Nation suffered a great deal decsuse most

of the fighting and pilfering was dome in the Creek

Nation. Cabins were burned, horses and cattle wers

330
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driven off, Part of their land was takon away from
thenm dus t0 & confsarence hsl}d at Fort Smith, Arkansas
in 1865, thus reducing the acreage, For my personal
advantage, however, my folks who were slaves were
freed, and more too, the slaves became citizens of
the tribe and became ownsrship fn the lend as much
as the Creek theaselves and also, we enjoyed a part
of the tridal fumd,

.I$ required a number of years for the psople
to resstadblish themselves after the War because they
had to go about building cabins, schools, and
churches, In short, they had to do all over agaia
what they had done before the war. They were beni-
fited Py the railroads being bduilt through the Terri-
tory although many objected for fear it would proe-
vent them from retaining their ranches intact,
114 Indiens began to move in from Kemsas, Hebreska,
and célnrado. The Sac and Fox Indians came to the

Greek Nation. Part of the Creek Nation had already

been given to the Araphoss on the extrems west of
the originally Cherokes Natiom., The Sac and Fox

Indian later becams citizens of the Nation., Ve

331
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wera surrounded by the Delawares, Shawness, Osages,
Quapans, Senc@aa, and other small tribes in the Cherw
okee Nation with the Kiowas, Kickapoo, Cheyennes,
.Arapahooz, Comanchies and other tribes to the south
and west of us in the Choctaw, Seminole, and Chickasaw
RNations,

There was a great deal of trouble existing at
all times betwesen these wild Indians and it became nec~
essary for the Government to send troops into the Terrie
tory and rehabilitete their forts and make additional
" forts to house the troops so that they could handle
thess wild Indians from committing all kinds of law.
lessness, not only between themselves but others who
lived in the Territory, It required & number of
attacks on thea; Indiens by'the troops driving them
bask to their oﬁn reservation but they at last made
them understend that the Goveramsnt really meant
business and‘littlo trouble was experienced there-
after,

The country as a whole was of original virgin
state except for clearings here and there,

Wild gams, wild fruit, and berries,.nuts and

fish were as plentiful as they wers before the war,

-
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The population had not increassd to the extent
that these things would be destroyed or used,

Corm, Wheat, Oata, and Cotton were being
raised. They raised soms sheep and the cattle
industry grew immensly., From the 0ld morter and
pestls like the one I have shown you back by the
side of the house in which we ground our coyn and
wheat, as they did before the wary came the hand
grinders, horse powsr, and water mills to grind
the grain. From cutting the grain with a scythe
and cradle attached and threabing it out with
frails and treadding out with horaes came the
mewiag machine, reapers, and binders to do the
worke.

I remnber the first grist mill at Muskoges,
/It was located near the present signt of the Selby
Mills in Muskogee which is located bstween Callahan
strees and little Daytom atreet on North Cherokee St
It was owned by a man aamed Fbgomnn. Y¥r, Foremaa

constructed a large tank or pond at wiat would be
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now Commsrcial street, betwsen Horth Sscond amd
Third streets in the ocity of Muakogee, Oklahoma,
at the present aite of the Swift Packiwng Gompany.
From this pond he secured his water for the mill
to operate, later on he erected a cotton gin and
one day the gin broke down, While he was working
on it his arm got caught in the gin, seriously
injuring it, and he sold out stock, lock and
barrel and left for Texas.

A little north and west of the present
Veteran's Hbspital on Agency Hill was located a
grist mill and sew mill owned and operated by an
0ld German namesd Dresback, He also owned a saw

mill at ome time up on the Verdigrias River,

* OQVERLAND CATTLE TRADE.

Shortly after the war people in Texas who .
owned thousands of heads of cattle began drivin;
ithem to ths northern markets in Kensae, Minsouri,
. and some as far as Illinoiss The price of meat
in the northern states was very high due to the

scarcity of cattle. Thers were no railroads on

334



HaRRT UL, JUHS T AVIL
:614°

\ ‘ 335

which the catile could be shipped and they had
no other alternative then to drive them through
the country, and they chose to drive them thrdugh

o

the Territory becawse the grass was abundant,
nansly Buffalo grass, sage grass and blueiatuﬁ
grass and more too there wers a number of ‘Greeks,
Rivera, and streams where the cattle ;ould gacure

water. This method of marketing cat%ié started ¥

. in about 1871 and ceased in 1875, The cattle at

il P)
(\)

first were driven straight throégh'the éountry
without delay and naturally wheﬁ\thoy :;ache& the
) \

" market they were poor and unefit for human con=- (
sumptions The owners of cattle tﬁﬁé drivea suffer-
ed great losses and they would oftéi arrive at
Wichita, Kansas, or Albiene, Knnsasfgith what. is
knom as Texas fever and they would spread the
disesss smong the native cattle of Eanaas and the
people began to critize this method and would often
cause their herds to stan@edo end often times would
take some of the herders ;nd hang them whigh natur~-
ally spread fear anong.the hordors. They i%ﬁ:”

lost many cattle on these drivgg which wers §n

1 +
I . | ' \
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profitable, I mean that they died enroute,

As this aystem proved to be so unprofitable
they got the idea that they could start grazing
them through slowly and they started this practice,
From herds of fifty thousand head they continued |
increasing the herds until I would say before they
ceased this practice that it had increqaed to five
thousand head, This proved very profitable for
the cattle gradually became acclimated aﬁd with
the abundance of grass they would srrive at the
Northern markets, fat and in the best of condition/
After the railroads were built this practice of
grazing them through diminished and the railroad

began to handle them to merkete.

CATTIE RANCHES IN OKLAHOMA.

After the reilroads started operstion, cattle
were shipped to points in Oklahoms and placed om
the open rangs, Were fattened, relosded into freight
cars, and then to the market, These Texas cattle
were of all kinds and description and were of all

/
colors, Some were jﬁe old long horn type and some

/
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wore Mexican types In the early eighties ramches
sprang up all over the Territory. They were mo
fences and the cattle grazed at will and naturally
would miX¥ and mingle into cattle on verious ranches.
I mean by that, that these ranches would over lap
each other,

On each rench was a numbsr of buildings which
consisted of the owners bome if he lived at the
ranch and if he did not, there was a house whigh
the foreman and his family resided in, cook shack,
bunk house, sheds, and coralls, The goradl was used
noaﬁ%y for the branding of calves and yearlings.

3
1\

\ The employess on the ramch consisted of foree

» herder, wrangier, and a group who would care
£ ih;¥calt licks and etce. ‘The nihber of employess
was \of sourse according to the sizes of the ranch,
They ;ould have round ups of cattle two or
thro; imss a year, at which time they would cut
out all\ocattle that did ﬁot belong to them and
drive tham back to th@ir home range.
The \ranch hands as & rule were all jolly good
fellows enjoyed their work, Most of them despised

\
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lnwlesunﬁcs in all {ts forms, Very few of them
were dﬁucatod but,thoy were brgva men aud loved
to ﬁiay pranks oa each oth.g// They, as & rule,
enjoyed a stomp dance witp/ého Indians es mach

as did the Indiens thamgﬁlvcc.

OPENING OF 1LANDS ﬂg/lBITK SEITIERS.

Land was being opened all over the ﬁérri-
tory to white segfiars at various times but the
two principal 3&4 ma jor openings were the open~
ing of the Okléhoma Country in 1889 and the

opening of the Cherokee Strip in 1893, The sette

lers at these two openings had plenty of troudle
L 3
in tryiag to make a living on the land bugﬁyith

perserverance and patiemce tﬁoy succeeded, They

‘had to construct themselves cabins, scpéola, dig

/

wells, and start farming,

INDIAN CUSTOMS.

/
/

The Indians rations consisted of all kinds

of wild game, corn bread, hominy gritts, and pork.

They did their cookimg in pots and skillets on

the open fire and fire place, Having all kinds of

338
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wild fruits and berrias they had what we called
plenty of dessert, Many of the Indians mede
their dishes from clay like plafaa, cupa2, bowls,
and etc, and from these they would éat their
\nnala.

They painted théir faces with a solution
made f?om barks of trees, They would take bark
and boil it down to a thick liquid and in this
liquid they would atir a starch made from corm
meal, and“in some cases there was different
colored rocks that were soft emough to rub on
their faces. ‘

‘ Bach your,lu:ually in July they would have

their annual stomp dances, At these stomp dances

they would tie =k¢ils around their anklea and beat

on @ drum made from a cow hide and danse and sing.
They would usualiy fast three days and then would

takes s hedicine that would cuase them to vomit,

claiming that would cleanse their system and souls

of all the impurities and then they would enjoy
the roasted corn sand barbecus that was in waiting

for thems
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They had medicine men which ;e would cali'
<ﬁoctprc,‘€iht would edminister to them in came
of illness, These medicine men gathered all kinds
of roots, herbs, and leaves, and prepared them
into the form of medicine, They used what{ they
called bons set, button snake roots, sassafras,
butterfly root, golden rods, and otc;. v
The Indians maturally loved to make pretty s
égagés out of bark and claye Out of clay they
@{ﬂid make all kinds of beads, They would teke
the clay and roll it into little balls of all
sizes end let them lay in the sun amd dry. Of
couras, a hole would be punched through each bead
80 t?qt they could string them and they were dyg@
with different solutions 6f bark in order to make
them z;frerent colors? From bark they would make
baskets of all sizes including the' 1adel and

riddle through which they sifted their meal.

——  __ BURIAL GROUNDS .

—H‘_\
————
————

I knew a lot of burial groundses I can't tell
you how to get to them, however, I.could teke }ou
to many of thems EHEvery family had their own private

I3
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cemetery, You can easily locate the old cemstery
where my mother is buried, at the present town of
Yahola, Oklahoma, There iz & number of old graves
there, Yabola, after whom the town is named; is
buried there,

RANCHES

An you are today interviewing Jake Simmons,
I will not go into det;il éé the different ranches
because he can give you those much better than I,
but if you choose, I will name soms of them for you
and that will assist you in getting the details re-
garding thems The namss of these ranches are as
follows: lMose Perryman ranch, Rider Fields ramch,
Davé inderson ranch, Fort Samgo ranéh, & Choler Fife
ranch, Dave Carr ranch, McDermott ranch, Judge M. B.
Moore ranch, Billy Brown ranch, Bill Harvester ranch,
Gaorge Martin ranch, Jeff Dav;s ranéh, Nip Black-
stone ranch, Ed Halsell ranch, Blue Starr ranch, Jim

Bdgewcod ranch and Hector Pesryman ranch,

FORDS AND FERRIES.

© T Iwtirst
wil ve—you. the nagg:\g{hfgg‘?ords and

o

ferries which I call to memory and yil} also let Jake

Simmonas give yéu the detsils s we both know them in



HaKKIoO0ON, JoHN INTHVIe. 15145
| 342
19

the aama wayv. These ferries are as follows:
The Mingo ferry, Gentry ferry, Googy Soogy .
ferry, F}y ferry, Simon Brown ferry, and the
Tobe Drew forry,
I cannot recall any particular Fords,
but I do remember of hearing Jake say thers
was & ford acrosa the north or south Canadian

River that they called Rock Ford,

FINANCING.

In the early days there were no banks in
the country and people had to do their banking
with the merchant. The first bank that I can

,recal{ was in Muskogee Indisn Territory and was
Tun by a man by the nams of John Dill., It wasa
located 6n north Msin street on the east side
of the stireet betwesn Okmulgee and Broadway,
in the ci;& Qr Muskogee, Oklahoma, and this
was in about 1888 and the next year what is now

the First National Bank and Trust Company of

. - e e S

GHOST TOWN

I told you in the boginning that I roved
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to the o0ld Creek Agency on the south side of
Fern Mountain which is some three miles northe
weat of the preseat clty of Maskogee, Oklahoma.
When I first moved there it consisted of only

two stores which were ownsd by two men by the

_names of Adkinson and Patterson. Later on two

additional merchants came in but I do not remem~
ber their namss, There was a hotel also that
was rum by a colored woman known to all as Big

Sarahs She later moved to Maskoges, This was

- thriving village after the war, and quite a

few families lived thers., I remember some of
fhem es being Peter Stidham, Simon Brown,(Simon
Brown aoperated the ferry) Joe Davia, Jess Franke
lin, Morris Stidham, Tobe McIntosh, Nap Wiseman,
and their ramilieo\togethar with many more. This
village no longer exists,

Lse Post was about three miles north of
the present town of Boymgon, Oklshoma, on Cedar
Creek, This village oconsisted of a store, Post

office, Stage stand, Hotel, Cresk

and the whipping poste It no lonmger exists,



HARRISON, JUHN  INTERV g, ;5145

344
21

Sawokla was locdteq about a2 mile south

and a mile west of the present town of Hamkell,
"Oklahoma and consisted of one store and the Post
Office in connection. This store was first owned
by & man by the name of Bradford and later by a
man nemed E, B, Harris who is still living and
runs a store at Haskell, Oklahoma, With the rail-
road coming through the country, the town of Haskell
sprang up snd the town of Sawokla passed out,

The Choski Post was located about two and
one half mile east of the present town of Haskell,
and consisted of a store run by C., W. Turner and
thers was also a post office in conneotiﬁn with

this stores There was a hotel there and this

- iae
it D>

building still stan&; and is being used as a farm
house, Like Sawokla, this town passed out when

Haskell sprang upe There was other places I know
but I can't recall them §:rﬁ,n0w;' Maybe Jake will

be able to help yous

INDIAN POLICE AND LAWS.

Each tribs had their own laws and Police,

In the Creek Nation they had an organization knowa
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as the Light Horsemsn, The Nation was divided
into three districts and in each district was
a Squad of Light Horsemsa of five, and one of
these five was the Captain. I recall somes of
them as being John Sixkiller, Wiley McIntosh,
George Mclntosh and John West,

The Judge of the Court waa Judge Reed, a
colored man and he held Court in the one room
log cabin at Lee Post that I have spoken of as
now beiﬂé.k ghost -town, If the Light Horsemen
picked up a prisoner for any offenss he would R
be taken before Judge Reed. Minor offenses
were usually paid out, But like stealing, or
what we would call petit larceny, if found
giilty would be sentenced to be whipped at the
Whipping Post, for the tirst offense the pris-‘
oner would get twenty five lashes, For the
second offense fifty lashes, and for the third
offense hes would be shot, For the crime of
marder he was always shotes Yes, I remenbés
soms who were whipped to the post psrticularly

one by the naﬁo of Charlie Adams and others
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namsly Sonny Grayson, Tom Canard apd many others,
There was one shot as I recall it for killing
hia wife or his neighbors wife I forget which, by

the name of Jerry Stidham,

GREEN PEACH WAR.

The Green Peach War started as I recall it
in 1882 and was not settled until thaH§ummar of
1884, This war started dus to an entagélemant
‘betwsen the Ischarsphische and the Checoggh fac-
tions, 4n election was held in 1882 and the re-
sult of tha£ election taé that Ischarsphieche was
defeated for Crsek Chief and he enlisted forces .
against the Ghe&otah faction as he did not want
to permit Checotah to take charge of the Creek
Nation, They were Hundreds of men lined up on
both sides and I believe tﬁeir first squirmish
was near thé present towm of Taft, Oklahom.a, and
another near the present town of Yaholg, Oklahoma,
They continued fighting at intervals unt%l in the
late Fall of 1882, when Ischarsphioch:ﬁgprough

his spokesman lse Perrymaa to quit the rebellion,



/
HLRRISCN, JOI 1WTwrVie.. i 5145

347
24

At this point things rather qhieted dowa
but Ischaraspieche went to OCkmmlgee, Indian Territory
and met one of his bosom friends, "Sleeping Rabbit"
and they niﬁ%?}gﬁgéﬁé and again met the Checotah
drmy southwest of Okmulgee and a number were killed -
on both sides including "Sleeping Rabbit]y Ischer-
sphieche retreated into the Sac and Fox country and
finally into the Cheyenne country where he and his
organization were taken csptive by the troops from
Fort Gibson and held prisoners at Fort Gibpon‘ﬁntil
a treaty was signed by Ischarspiheche, I went with
them to Fort Gibson ~ but I will let Jake tell you

more of this for he was active with the Ischarsphi~

eche faction,

!

. INDIAN MOUNDS

There is a number of Indian mounds in the
vicinity of the present Bald Hill, Oklahoma, Council
Hill, Oklahome, Summitt, Oklahoma, and about 4 miles

northeast of Maskopee, Oklahoma.

ROADS AND TRATIS.

I will alsc leave the roads and trails ot which



HAHRISON, JCIHN  INTERVI ..M - /514f

25 348

I know to Jake, to give you the details and will
only nsme them here, The Texasz Road, The Chisolm

Trail, The Arbuckle Road, and the Old Stage Route,

THE GRAZY SNAKE REBELLION

The Craiy Snake Rebellion happened only a few
ysars agos The reason they called it Crazy Snake
was because an old Indian by the name of Chitto Harjo
was called crazy for his activitiess He went about
thz‘country aéliciting funéa fér’tho purpose of em=
ploying lawysrs to deferd wﬁat he called the Indian
- rights on sccount of cort§in troaties and that it
wes & violation for the Territory to become & state
end some of the Indians were craz§;enough to believe
him. While in fact it was just a get rich quick
acheme with Chitto, and of courss, the law stepped
in and tovk alhand and possibly one or two of the
officers and a iike number of the Indians were
killed, put éhitto was arrested and things quieted

down and they let him goe

OUTLAWS .
I knew Qquite a number of the outlawa, The

James boys, The Dalton Boys, Cherokee Bill, The Buck
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Gang, Verdigris Kid, and a number of others,
and could tell meny episodes in whkich they
figure but will lgawa this to someone else
to tell, .

CREBKS CHIRFS,

P
I can't recall all the Chief's, but I

will say that I do remsmber Ischarspieche,
Sam Checotah, Joe Perrymam, Lsgas Perrymar,
Pleas Porter, Moty Tiger, and Lojo Harjoe.

RAILROADS o

The following railroads were built
through the‘Tarritory: .The M, Xo & Ts in
1871«2+3- The Sante Fe through the Ok}ahoma
County in 1885, The Midland Valley Railroad
iz 1904, and the K. 04 & G4 from Miami, Indien

Territory, to Dennison, Texas, om 1906-7-8.

CREEX COUNDIL HOUSES

Before the Civil War the High Spring
Court House was located at what is kaown as

Council Hill, Oklahoma, The Council Houze was

bn;it of logs and was a double log‘housc.

349
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After the War, tﬁe Cresk Council House
was built at the present town of Ckmulges, 0klé~
homa, and it was of stone construction and 14
still standing today,

. MISSIONS

/
v

; The Wealaka Mission was located near the
pndbent town of Leonard, Oklahoma,,énd was of
" /

ﬁfick construction, /

The Pecan Mission was loqétad on Pecan

" " Creek about seven miles west of the present.

l/ :
The Creek School was located at the present

town of Sapulpa, Oklahoma.

The Creek Orphanage was located and is
still standing at the Northeastern city limits
Qf the pressnt town of Okmulges, Oklahoma,

The Asberry Mission was located at the
present town of ﬁufanla, Oklahoma,

The Boy's Seminary in the Cherokee Nation
was located one and one-balf miles south of the

present town of Tahlequah, Oklahoma,

~~" The Pemale Seminary in the Cherokee Nation
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now the North Eastern Teacher's College, is
located at the north end of Main strest, in -
Tahlequah, Oklahomae

The Park Hill Mission was located at
about the present location of the village of

"Park Hill, Oklahoma,

COMMENTS

John Harrison is a character all within
himgslf, He is very supple, being a man of
his age, and he does not ssem to be any the worse
for his laboring and striving to make thé country
in which we live today the country that it is,
with {84 towering cﬁuréhes and magnificent

- gchoolss - \ “

He en joys ﬁeofing his old friends and rele
atives end talking of the happy days as weli\ga
thoss of lean times with his friends., and really
gets m;re pleasurs out of it than most any one
you can meet and talk to.

John is an Uncle of Jake Simmons and they

have lived the greater part of their lives to-

gether, and he feels a hesitancy in giving informa-
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tion and data unless he has his nephew Jake

Simmons to corroborate hia saying and acts.

- Im order %o get the results of this.

4

i
pa

o
L

interview it will become neceasary to handle

in connection therewith the interview of Jake

Simmons,
#



